^jJresertteh  to 
gfHp 

^torsiig  of  pronto 

by 

hrtopp 


HANDBOUNO 
AT  THE 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2009  with  funding  from 

University  of  Toronto 


http://www.archive.org/details/letterscorrespo03boli 


LETTERS 

AND 

CORRESPONDENCE, 

PUBLIC    AND    PRIVATE, 

OF 

The  Right  Honourable  Henry  St.  John, 

LORD  V1SC.  BOLINGBROKE ; 

DURING  THE  TIME  HE  WAS 

SECRETARY   OF   STATE 

TO 

QUEEN    ANNE; 

WITH 

STATE     PAPERS,    EXPLANATORY     NOTES,    AND    A 
TRANSLATION  OF  THE  FOREIGN  LETTERS, 


By  GILBERT  PARKE,  YVadh.  Coll.  Oxon. 

CHAPLAIN    TO    HIS    ROYAL    HICHNKS* 
THE     PRINCE    CF    WALES. 


VOL.   III. 

L    0   N  D    O   Hi 

PHINTliB  FOR  G.  C.  AND  J.  ROBINSON,  PATB  RNOSTER-ROtv . 


»7Q8- 


1  ^ 


r>  /    S\  .  t 


LETTERS 

AND 
CORRESPONDENCE,    I 


To  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 
My  Lord, 

Fontainbleau,  Auguft  21ft,  N.S.   1712. 

T  LEFT   Calais   on    Monday,    accord 

to  what  I  writ  to  your  Lordihip  from 
that  place,  and  proceeded  on  my  journey 
to  Paris,  where  I  arrived  about  fix  o'clock. 
Wednefday,  in  the  evening.  On  the  road, 
1  took  all  poilible  precaution  to  conceal  my 
name,  and  to  avoid  all  fort  of  ceremony, 
by  flopping  to  refreih  myfelf  as  little  as 
pofiible;  and,  when  I  did  itop,  by  choofing 
to  do  it  out  of  the  great  towns.  My  care 
was,  however,  in  great  meafure,  fruitlefs ; 
and  they  did  their  utmoft,  in  the  places 
through  which  I  pafled,  to  fhow  their  re- 
ipect  to  the  Queen ;  fo  that  I  arrived  at 
leaft  as  much  fatigued  with  compliments 
as  tired  with  my  journey. 

Vol.  III.  B  Soon 
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Soon  after  I  got  out  of  my  chaife,  a  gen- 
tleman came  to  me  from  Madame  de 
Croifii  *,  brought  her  coach,  invited  me 
to  iupper,  and  told  me,  that  Moniieur  de 
Torcy  was  coming  polt  from  Fontainbleau, 
to  meet  me.  In  effect,  I  had  not  been  long 
at  the  Hotel  de  Croifii  before  he  arrived. 
There  was  no  refilling  his  importunity,  as 
well  as  his  mother's,  and  1  was  forced  to 
continue  with  them  during  my  flay  at  Paris. 
In  thele  two  days  I  loft  no  time,  but  purfucd 
her  Majefty's  inftructions-j-  with  all  the  ap- 
plication 

•   The  mother  of  the  Marquis  de  Torcy,  and  widow  of 
the  brother  of  the  great  Colbert. 

■f  "  InftrucTions  for  our  right  trufty  and 
**  ANNE  R.  well- beloved   Coufin  and   Coun- 

fellor    Henry    Vifcount   Boling- 
brckc,  whom  we  have  appointed 
to  go  to  the  Court  of  Fiance. 
"  You  are  immediately  to  repair  to  the  Court  of  Fiance, 
and,  being  arrived  there,  to  demand  an  audience  of  his  Moft 
Cbriftfan   Majefty.     You  arc  to  prefent  to  this  Prince  om- 
it tier,  which  is  herewith  delivered  to  you,  and  to  acquaint 
him,  that  we  obtcrve  with  great  concern,  that  new  difficulties 
h.ive  arilcn,  and  new  delay!  have  been  created,  ill  the  nego- 
tiation, which  we  thought  on  the  point  of  being  concluded; 
that  wt  bivt  fenl  you  over  fully  inftructed  in  all  our  inten- 
tions, and  fully  authorrfed  to  treat  and  fettle  every  thing 
the  ooih  'notions  which  hinder  the  general 
fufpenfion  of  irmi  hum  taking  place;  that  you  are  tikewife 
empowered  to  concert  with  his  Minifters  the  mofl  pro 
means  ol  preventing  fuch  other  differences  as  can  be  now 
the  treaty  oi  peace  in  fuch  a  courfe 
ppy  and  Ijieedy  iconclufion.     You  are 
to  add  the  luuraoces  ol  om-  earneft  defire  to  fee  ■  perfect 

good 
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plication  I  am  matter  of;  and  I  humbly 
hope  that  I  have  been  fo  happy  as  to  anfwer 
the  purpofes  for  which  me  fent  me  hither. 

We 


good  underffanding  between  the  two  nations  reftored,  and  to 
ufe  all  other  terms  of  civility  which  may  be  proper,  in  our 
name. 

"  When  you  proceed  to  treat  with  the  Minifters  at  thh 
Court,  you  will  begin  by  acquainting  them,  that  we  have 
direfted  and  empowered  you  to  conclude  and  execute  the 
convention  for  a  general  fufpenfion  of  arms,  by  fea  and 
land,  between  us  and  France  and  Spain.  And  we  do  hereby 
authorife  you  accordingly  to  agree  to  the  fame  for  two,  for 
three,  or  four  months,  or  to  continue  it  till  the  conclulion 
of  the  peace.  But,  whereas  we  have  not  yet  received 
fatisfaction  in  thofe  demands  which  we  have  thought  tit  to 
make  in  the  behalf  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  whereas  the 
fcttlement  of  the  term  for  the  fufpenfion  of  arms  mult,  in 
great  meafure,  be  governed  by  the  time  which  the  complete 
execution  of  the  article  for  preventing  the  union  of  the  two 
monarchies  of  France  and  Spain  will  require,  you  are,  there- 
fore, before  you  fign  the  convention  aforcfaid,  to  expect 
pofitive  aflurances  that  the  terms  which  we  demand  of  France 
and  Spain  fhall  be  made  good  to  his  Royal  Highnefs ;  and, 
as  far  forth  as  poflible,  to  adjuft  and  determine  the  forms 
of  the  feveial  renunciations  and  fettlements. 

*'  As  to  the  barrier  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  demands, 
and  judgss  n^cefTary  for  his  fecurity,  on  the  fide  of  France, 
vou  are  not  required  to  infift  to  have  thofe  articles  imme- 
diately granted  which  have  been  hitherto  peremptorily  refufed 
bv  his  Moil  Chnfiian  Majefty ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
vou  to  agree  to  any  thing  which  may  fureclofe  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  from  negociating  for  hiinfelt:  this  point  we  choofe  to 
leave  to  be  fettled  between  the  two  powers  concerned.  But 
you  will  not  fail  to  recommend  to  the  French  Minifters,  to 
haiten  the  conclufion  of  it,  infinuaiing  to  them,  that  though 
you  can  agree  to  the  fufpenfion  of  arms,  without  waiting  to 
have  this  barrier  entirely  fettled,  yet  that  you  do  not  imagine 
there  will  be  any  po'flibility  of  prevailing  on  us  to  fign  the 
peace  with  France  and  Spain,  unlefs  full  fatibfaeY.on  be  given 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  unlefs  we  can  take  him  along  with 
us  in  the  doing  thereof.  There  fecms  to  be  little  or  no  dirfcr- 

B  2  ence 
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We  began  with  the  interefis  of  the  D> 
of  Savoy,  from  whence  the  principal  obftacle 

to 


ence  between  what  has  been  propofed  from  hence  and  what?- 
is  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  France,  concerning  the  right  to  be 
eftablifhed  in  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and/  his  children,  imme- 
diately after  Philip  and  his  children,  to  the  fueceflion  to  the 
crown  of  Spain  and  the  Weft  Indies.  You  are,  therefore, 
to  have  this  article  again  explained,  and  to  bring  it  as  near  as 
pofhble  to  the  terms  made  ufe  of  in  the  memorial  drawn  by 
the  Count  de  Maffei  upon  this  fubjeel. 

"  Concerning  the  ctffinn  of  Sicily,  yon  arc  to  infill  that  it 
be  made  in  the  manner  demanded  by  us;  and  that  this  act, 
as  well  as  thofe  neceflary  on  the  precedent  head,  be  finifheii  at 
the  fame  time  as  the  renunciation  and  fettlements  of  the 
crown  of  France  and  Spain  ihr.ll  be  made. 

';  You  are  to  refufe  to  content  to  defer  the  actual  furrender 
of  this  ifland  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  till  the  general  peace ; 
but  you  are  ar  liberty  to  agree  that  he  mall  not  take  pofleliion 
thereof  until  his  and  our  peace  be  made  with  France  and 
Spain  :  in  other  refpects,  you  will  bring  this  article  likewife 
as  near  as  poffible  to  the  terms  made  vA'c  of  by  the  Count  de 
Maffei  in  his  memorial. 

"  It  leans  too  indifferent  to  either  fide  whether  a  Formal 
fufpenfion  of  arms  be  agreed  to  between  France  and  Savoy 
or  nor,  to  have  this  matter  much  infilled  on;  and  there 
may  be  fome  reafons  wh\  in  prudence  the  Duke  of  Savoy's 
accommodation  fhould  be  yet  a  while  concealed.  You  will, 
therefore,  have  the  lets  regard  to  this  point ;  and  treat  for  his 
Royal  Highnefs  upon  the  fuppofition  and  condition  of  his 
coming  into  the  peace  when  we  (hall  do  fo.  Ar.d  whereas  it 
has  been  furroifed  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  might  think  o!> 
exchanging  Sicily  for  fome  oilier  territories  contiguous  to  his 
own,  whi<  h  would  by  no  means  be  agreeable  to  our  defigns, 
or  to  the  interefis  of  our  kingd  u  may,  therefore,, 

conlent  to  an  article  to  pre1  xchnoge  or  alienation  of 

kingdom  from  tin  Savoy. 

to  adjuft  as  far- 

what  has  been  prepared 

tut  into  your  hands, 

able;  and  you. 

will  enueavour  to  ral  forms  in  fuch  a  manner, 

and  to  concert  fuch  meafures  for  the  difpateh  of  them,  that 

when- 
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to  the  conclufion  of  the  fui'peoiion  of  arms 
by  fca  and  land  arole  ;  and,  after  ibme  con- 
testation, 


when  the  perfons  whom  we  fhall  think  fit  to  appoint  to  be 
witnefTcs  of  tfeefe  reminciations  and  II  arrive 

in  France  anil 
left  for  difpute  or  d< 

"  The  Mutt  C  nrifthn  King  txusjg  vn  v  earneft  to  1 
•Tome  advantageous  conditio  iuf  Bacarii, 

you  are  to  W 

agree  to  liave  this  Prince  reftored  to  rdl  which  he  enjoyed  in 
the  empire,  except  his  rank  >r,  and  ex 

Upper  Palatinate,  both  or  1 
to  th  .    Pal.. tine.      V. 

fion  on  our  part  m  favour  of  the  P. 
who  being  in  podcllu 
and  Nieuport,  ufe  may  be  n  . 
of  peace  ;  and  he  may  h 
for  I  s  and  count,  it 

himfelf. 

"  Yon  may,  bowi  .  -  :,   if  ;ui  fhall  find  it  for  our  fei 
confent  on  our  part   thl  e  the  kingdom  oi 

yielded  to  him  ;  for  the  reof  the  p 

now  mentioi'td  feem  to  I  ..iry. 

"   In    treating  of  the    1.  .ruited  to  your 

management,  you  are  t  Pig- 

ling us  in  any  new  engagements ;  aiu;  puipofe  you 

are  to  fay,  and  to  repeat*  that   we   fliall  \  (titer  Into 

the  common    guaranty    for  fupporting    that    uttiement    of 
Europe  which  ihall  be  eftabliflied  by  the  general  peace,  but 
that  we  will  not  be  lied  down  to  iny  ilipulaticn  which  may 
oblige  US  10  make  war,  and  efpcvially  with  our  uld  allu 
order  to  procuie  this  fettlement.     It  is  advantu.  h  to 

ffrance  that  the  conduct  of  our  allies  has  made  it  rcaibnable* 
juft,  and  efen  aeceflary,  foe  us  to  withdraw  ourfeivea  out  of 
the  prefent  war. 

M  After  you  lhall  have  received  fuffinient  fatisfartion  in  all 
points  before- mentioned,  you  may  proceed  to  (peak  of  fuch 
-.articles  as  relate  particularly  to  the  incerefts  of  Great  Britain, 
and  endeavour  to  have  fuch  of  them  as  there  may  appear  to 
be  any  doubt  concerning,  explained  in  the  molt  advantagt-ous 
ru  innt  r. 

«<   You  will  likewife  do  your  beft  to  difcover,  upon  the 

B   3  feverai 
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teftation,  have  adjufled  them  in  this  man- 
ner : 

The  right  of  this  Prince,  and  of  his  fa^ 
mily,  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  and  the  Indies, 
after  Philip  and  his  defendants,  is  to  be 
iubftituted  in  the  fame  a<5ls,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  as  the  feveral  renunciations  and  fettle- 
ments  are  made,  declared,  and  confirmed, 


feveral  parts  of  the  general  plan  of  peace,  what  the  real  ulti- 
matum of  France  may  be.  And  upon  this  head  you  are  to 
fay,  that,  when  we  fhall  conclude  our  treaty,  it  may  be  ex- 
pedient to  fix  a  time  for  the  allies  to  come  in  ;  during  which 
our  good  offices  fhall  be  employed  to  reconcile  the  difputes 
which  may  ai  ife,  and  to  render  the  peace  general ;  but  we 
fhall  not  do  any  thing  like  impofmg  the  fcheme  offered  by 
Frame  upon  our  allies,  or  debarring  them  from  the  liberty 
of  endeavouring  to  obtain  (till  better  terms  for  themfelves. 

"  When  you  fhall  have  concluded  the  convention  for  the 
fufpenfion  of  arms,  you  may  difpatch  to  our  truftv  and  well- 
beloved  Sir  John  Jennings,  Knight,  our  Admiral  and  Com- 
mander-in  chief  of  our  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean;  to  our 
trufty  and  well-beloved  William  Chetwyiul,  Kfq.our  Envoy- 
e\traordinary  to  the  republic  of  Genoa  ;  and  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  our  troops  in  Catalonia,  our  orders 
which  ire  herewith  put  into  your  hands :  and  at  the  fame 
time  you  are  to  concert  with  the  Minifters  of  France,  not 
only  the  fafe  retreat  of  the  Emperor's  forces  out  of  Catalonia, 
if  his  Imperial  Majefty  fhall  think  fit  to  withdraw  them, 
but  alfo  the  march  of  the  Portuguefe  troops,  which  are 
now  ferving  there,  back  to  their  own  country. 

"  We  have  likewife  ordered  fifty  partes,  figned  by  us,  in 
blank,  to  be  put  into  your  hands,  which  you  will  exchange 
Igainfl  the  like  number,  as  foon  as  the  fufpenfion  lhall  be 
agreed  ;  and  you  may  acquaint  the  French  Minifters  that 
more  will  be  fent  from  hence  by  every  opportunity. 

"  Given  at  our  Court  at  Windfor  Caftle,  the  31ft  day  of 
•71a,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  our  reign. 

«  A.  R." 

which 
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which  are  neceffary  to  accomplish  the  artioie 
for  preventing  the  union  of  the  two  mo- 
narchies. 

Moniieur  de  Torcy  endeavoured  to  leave 
this  point  more  loofe,  and  either  to  defer 
fecuring  the  fucceffion  of  the  Houfe  of 
Savoy,,  or,  at  leaft,  not  to  eftabliih  it  in  the 
fame  a<5ls  as  are  to  pafs  on  the  other  oc- 
casion ;  but  as  1  judged  this  to  be  the  fafeffc 
and  moft  authentic  manner,  I  infilled,  and 
he  yielded. 

On  the  ceffion  of  Sicily,  he  would  have 
adhered  to  the  terms  of  his  laft  difpatch  ; 
and  urged  the  abfurditv  of  giving-  tins  king;- 
dom  away,  till  they  were  fure  of  making 
peace  with  Savoy.  It  was  not  difficult  to 
(how  that  he  had  already  departed  from  this 
argument,  and  that  there  could  be  no  rea- 
fonable  objection  to  Philip's  making  a  ceffion 
of  Sicily  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  at  the  Same 
time  as  he  confented  to  fecure  to  him  the 
fucceffion  of  Spain  and  the  Indies ;  that  if 
peace  did  not  follow,  every  thing  which  had 
been  done  would  of  courfe  be  void ;  and 
that  if  it  did  follow,  the  confkleration  for 
which  this  ifland  was  yielded  would  be  ob- 
tained.    This  point  being  over,  there  was 

B  4  little 
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little  difpute  about  the  time  when  his  Royal 
Highneis  fhall  be  put  into  the  actual  pof- 
feffion  of  this  kingdom  : — we  have  fettled 
it  to  be  on  the  ratification  of  a  general 
peace  between  the  Queen,  France,  Spain, 
and  Savoy. 

The  Count  de  Maffei  may  not,  perhaps, 
be  fatisfied  with  this  agreement  a  I  re- 
member,  in  his  memorial,  he  defired  his 
matter  might  be  at  liberty  at  any  time  to 
take  pofTenlon ;  but  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
ought  to  look  upon  it  as  a  very  good  bar- 
gain, and  to  be  contented  to  !  he  ad- 
vantages which  are  to  accrue  to  him,  put 
into  his  hands,  when  th  >fe  b  her 
Majefty  flipulated  for  herfelf  arc  put  into 
her's. 

I  wilTi  I  could  have  prevailed  on  the  head 
of  the  barrier  *  as  far  as  I  did  on  the  other 

q  ;  but  it  was  impofTible,  at  leafl  it  wag 

io  for  me.     Moniicur  do  Torcy  reprcfented 

that  Exilk  ,   [\  icilreilcs,  and  the  Valley  of 

the  reftitution  of  all  which 

in   poffclTion  of,  was  the  utmoit 

which  the   King  would  ever  confent,  or  had 

■onk-ntcd,   to    give;    that    when    the 

•i  Savoy. 

Miniflers 
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Minifters  of  Savoy  made,  in  Holland,  tl 
lame  ulterior  demands  which  they  now 
make,  the  Pcnfionary  laughed  at  them,  and 
even  at  that  time  did  not  pufh  him  to  com- 
ply with  them ;  that,  under  pretence  of 
fecurity,  his  Royal  Highnefs  really  (ought 
an  aggrandizement  at  the  expence  of  France, 
and  out  of  the  ancient  domain  of  this  Crown; 
that  though  a  King  of  France  w  Uo  a  more 
powerful  Prince  than  a  Duke  of  Sa\ 
yet  that  the  latter,  back  a  confedera 

which  is  the  only  cafe  wherein  he  will  at- 
tempt any  thing,  is  a  dreadful  enemy  to  the 
former ;  that  they  have  here  a  minority  t'j 
expect,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  the  more 
careful  not  to  leave  the  frontiers  of  their 
kingdom  expofed ;  in  ihort,  that  Sicily  was 
9  an  ample  recom pence  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 
for  all  the  fervices  he  has  done  the  Queen, 
and  that  if  her  Majefty  was  eaiy,  he  was 
fare  the  Duke'  of  Savoy  would  iiibmit ;  he 
concluded  bv  repeating,  very  earneftly,  t 
the  King  never  would  grant  him  a  larger 
farrier,  and  that  his  Majeily  iniifted  to  put 
this  negative  now,  lince  he  was  rcfolved 
to  do  it  at  laft,  left  the  Duke  fhould,  by 
continuing  in  hopes,  fpin  out  the  treaty  and 
3  delay 
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delay  concluding  the  peace,  for  which  reafbn 
he  like  wife  infifted  that  the  Queen  mould 
concur  in  this  negative. 

It  is  needlefs  to  lengthen  my  difpatch,  by 
telling  your  Lordihip,  what  anfwers  I  made 
to  thefe  reprefentations.  I  replied  in  the  befl 
manner  I  was  able ;  and  ended,  as  I  am  in- 
ltrucled,  by  letting  the  minifter  know,  that 
the  Queen  would  confent  to  nothing  which 
mould  foreclofe  his  Royal  Highnefs  from 
obtaining  what,  for  ought  ihe  knew,  might 
be  necefTary ;  that  this  point  muft  therefore 
not  be  now  looked  upon  as  determined,  but 
muft.  be  left  open  for  the  minifters  of  Savoy 
to  debate  ;  that  I  did  not  understand  her 
Majefty's  intentions  to  be  to  enlarge  the 
Duke  of  Savoy's  dominions  out  of  thofe  of 
France,  but  that  I  was  fure  me  would  not  • 
fign  a  peace,  unlefs  this  Prince's  fecurity 
was  really  and  effectually  provided  for, 
which  France  having  promifed  in  general 
terms  to  all  the  allies,  could  not  refufe,  in 
particular,  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

The  next  head  to  which  we  proceeded, 

at  of  the  renunciations  and  fettlcments 

.fiary  to  prevent  the  union  of  the  two 

crowns,  and  in  treating  of  this  I  cannot  fay 

that 
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that  I  met  with  any  difficulty.  I  gave  no 
hopes  that  any  expedient  would  be  accepted 
to  fign  the  peace,  before  this  article  was 
entirely  accomplished,  though  Monfieur  de 
Torcy  propofed,  that  the  peace  fhculd  not 
be  delayed  for  it,  but  the  ratifications  fhould. 
He  has  fince  confulted  Monfieur  Berp-- 
heyck  *,  and  they  are  of  opinion,  that  a 
month,  or  at  mod  fix  weeks*  time  will  iuffice 
to  pals  all  the  forms,  fo  that  I  am  deli  red  to 
recommend  the  difpatch  of  my  i .  >rd  Lex- 
ington -j-,  or  who  ever  cl*e  the  Queen  fhall 
think  lit  to  fend  into  Spain  ;  and  I  crave 
leave  to  fay,  that  it  would  be  extremely 
out  of  courle,  if  in  France  and  Spain  they 
fhould  be  ready  to  rinifh  this  important  arti- 
cle, and  we  ihould  on  our  parts  not  be  ready 
to  witnels  the  execution  of  it,  efpecially 
when  we  pufh  the  concluding  of  the  peace, 

and  refufe  to  fign  until  all  thefe  forms  are 
perfected. 

The  draught  of  Philip's  acl  of  renuncia- 
tion, and  the  minutes  taken  by  Monfieur  de 


*  Count  de  Bergheyck,  Plenipotentiary  of  Spain. 

f  Appointed  Ambaflador-extraordinary  to  the  Court  of 
Madrid,  to  be  prefent  at  the  cortes  held  to  receive  the 
^enunciation  of  Philip. 

Torcy 
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Torcy  and  me  *,  both  which  I  tranfmit  to 
your  Lordfhip,  will,  I  fuppofe,  be  a  fuffi- 
cient  ground-work  of  inftructions  to  thole 
whom  her  Majefty  fhallchoofe  to  lend  hither 
and  to  Madrid. 

The 

1  '.inutes  taken  by  Lor  J  Bolingbroie  and  Mo'iflsur  tie  Torcy . 
«  M  E  MO  I  R  E. 
**  Pour  Monfieur  le  Due  Je  Savoys. 
•*  La  fubftitution  dn  Due  de  Savoye  &  de   fa  famille  a  la 
couronne  d'Efpagne  &  des  Indes,  fera  faite  dans  le  terns  que 
Particle  qui  regarde  la  rt  union  des  deux  monarchies  recevra 
fon   accomplifTement:    cette   fubftitution   fera    Inferee    dans 
tous  les  acles  de  renom  lotion,  tant  du  Roi  d'Elpagne  que 
de  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Berry  8  i  l«  Due  d'Or- 

icans.     Elle  fera  recoil  tue  d.    f  efte"  Tires  Chivtienne 

comme  aufli  des  cortes  d'Efpagne.  Le  tout  felon  ie  projet 
contenu  dans  la  lettre  du  Yicomte  de  Bolingbroke  au  Marquis 
de  Torcy,  du  iyme  Juillet,  Y.S. 

"  La  Sieile  fera  cedee  au  Due  de  Savoye  dans  le  terns  que 
h  fufdite  fubftitution  fera  faite.  Monfieur  de  Lexington,  ou 
tel  nuniftre  que  la  Reine  enverra  en  Efpagne,  etailt  arrive'  -a 
Madrid,  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  fignera  un  article  fecret,  par  lequel 
jl  promettra  de  elder  la  Sicile  a  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye, 
par  la  paix  ou  generate  ou  particuiiere,  &  de  lui  laiiier  la  poi"- 
leflion  de  ce  royaume  apres  I'echange  des  ratifications.  Son 
Attetik  Royale  pom  ra  prendre  ra  po  Ifeffinn  aftuelle  de  cette 
ifle  cLs  que  les  ratifications  ou  de  la  paix  generale,  ou  de 
la  paix  particuliere  ent're  fa  Grande  Bretagne,  la  France, 
PEfpagne,  &    la  Savoye,  feront  faites   &    echan  :  t   la 

Reine  tft  prcte  a  conv.enir  avec  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chrottenne 
nn  articU  qu<  fon  AltenVRbyale  ne  puiflo 

r.i  < '.  ■  on  pre- 

texts foit.     On  fuivra  tant  a  l'6gard  de  la  ceffion  de 

la  fubftitution  d<    fon   AJterte  Royale  la  lettre 

u  Marquis  de 
Torcy,  du  iycnt  Juillet,  dan  poiaU  qui  ne  recoivuit 

■  ;. 
snt  a  la  barriere  de  fnn  Altefle  Royale,  on  peutpofer 

, ,  fon  aggrandifTe- 

■  ■ 
1 


CORRESPONDENCE,    &C.  I  j 

The  lad  point,  and  that  on  which  we  had 
the  warmed:  debates,  was  concerning  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria :  as  (bon  as  I  arrived  at 
Paris,  1  heard  that  he  was  come  to  Chaillot, 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  Monfieur  de 
Torcy,  either  was,  or  affected  to  be,  under 
iomc  nneafinels  at  the  reproaches  which  this 
Prince  would,  he  laid,  with  rcafon  give 
J  hem,  unlefs  they  provided  better  for  him, 
than  the  Queen  had  hitherto  feemed  inclined 
to  allow.       He   turned  this  matter 

ment  du  cote  de  la  France,  ft  qu'elle  nr  demande  que  la 
furete"  de  ce  Prin<  e ;  la  ruelle  furei 

Majefte  Tr<  s  Chrctienne,  a  ton;  I  >rl- 

taanique.     Les  miniftres  de  Frai.  lent  que  cette  fu- 

ret<    le  trouve  dans   les  offi  Roi  a  fail  efle 

tie  de  lui  a'der  Ex:, 
gelas,    Ceuxdu  Due  I  au  cont: 

plufieurs  autres  poi  [aire 

a  cette  lurch .  ie,  qui  oe  prendre  for  elte  la 

decttton  de  cette  affaire,  ie  les  railbns  de  fon  All 

Royale  foient  examinees,  &  qu'il  en  foit  dicidJ  avec  ecu* 
de  fa   Majefte  Trts  Chrrenenne  a  Utrecht 
44  Sur  Pexplu . 

"  On  fuivra  ce  qui  eftcontenu  dans  les  articles  pr 
fa  Majefte  la  Reine  de   la  Grande  Bretagne  pour  une  i'u" 

.   d'armes,  le  &me  Jum,  V.S.  &,  accei)1. 
Roi  Tics  Cliretienne  dans  ilcs  qu'il  a  don 

2zme  du  m.'me  mois,  N.S.     La  Reine  di  fans  perte 

de  terns,   le  miniftre  qu'elle  a  deflein  d'envoyer  en  Efpagne, 
»fdites  rc-n  » lerontfaites&  accept ees  par 

fa  Majeti  .'iretienne,  dans  I'efpace  de  fix  femaines,  ou 

p 'utot  s'il  eft  pofliule.     C«  a/tick  IbutiYira  d'autant  moMM  dc 
difficult^  que  ie  Roi  la  dcj.t  ii  la  paix  g£d 
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ways,  and  made  variety  of  proportions^ 
which  it  was  plain  enough  .were  not  ex-*- 
tempore,  though  he  appeared  defirous  I 
mould  look  upon  them  as  fudden  thoughts, 
which  occurred  to  him  in  treating ;  at  lafr. 
he  refted  on  this,  that  the  Queen  ihould  en- 
gage to  procure  for  the  Elector^  the  duchy 
and  electorate  of  Bavaria,  excluiive  of  the 
Upper  Palatinate  and  the  rank  in  the  Elec- 
toral College,  which  I  had  from  the  firfr. 
peremptorily  rejected  ;  and  that  fhe  ihould 
farther  promife  to  maintain  him  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  duchies  and  towns  of  Luxem- 

ou  particulicre  ne  s'enfuit  point,  toils  ces  aftes  doivent  etre 
nuls. 

"  Sur  les  tntlrets  de  /'Electeur  de  Baviere. 

"  La  Reine  eftime  qu'il  eft  jufte  que  J'Eledeur  de  Baviere 
foit  retnbli  dans  la  pofleffion  du  duche  &  ele&orate  de  Baviere* 
a  1'exception  toutefois  du  Haut  Palatinat,  qui  demeurera  &: 
appartiendra  avec  le  dignite  &  le  rang  de  premier  Electeur  a 
l'Elec"teur  Palatin,  &  a  fon  defaut  au  Prince  Charles  de  Neu> 
bourg  fon  frcre,  de  forte  que  le  dit  Elecleur  de  Baviere, 
ne  pourra  efpcrer  de  parvenir  qu'apres  la  mort  de  PEle&eur 
Palatin,  &  de  fon  frcre  feulement. 

"  La  Reine  nc  juge  pas  qu'il  foit  nt'ceflaire  qu'elle  s'engage 
d'employer  aftuellement  fes  offices  pour  obtenir  quelque  chofe 
de  plus  pour  l'Eletteur  de  Baviere,  puifque  les  miniftres  de 
France-  ie  ferviront  de  la  pofTcflion  defl  pays  &  places  dbntee 
Prince  jonit  prdfentement  dans  les  Pays-Bas,  pour  lui  procurer 
la  Sardagne.  Mais  ia  Majeftc  ne  s'y  oppofera  en  aucune 
manicre.  CVft  tout  ce  qu'on  pent  attendre  d'elle,  car  il  faut 
tombcr  d'accord  qu'il  fcroir  pm  convenable  a  1'honneur  & 
aux  inti'rets  de  la  Reine  dc  prendre  de  nouvaux  engagemens 
tvec  tin  Prince  qui  eft  i  preieof  fon  enauni,  pendant  qu\ 
nc  peul  dm  remplix  tout  ceux  qu'cllc  a  pi  is  tvec  fes  allies." 

•♦  A  Fontainbleau,  le  aime  d'Aout,  171s." 

bourg 
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bourg  and  Namur,  and  in  the  pofTefiion  of 
Charleroi  and  Nieuport,  until  fuch  an  equi- 
valent for  thefe  countries  and  places  was 
eiven  htm  as  he  fhould  be  fatisfied  with  ;  this 
proportion  1  pofitively  refufed  to  aifent  I 
and  told  Moniieur  de  Torcy  very  plainly, 
that  leaving  thefe  towns  and  places  in  the 
Elector's  poifeflion,  till  he  had  fuch  an  equi- 
valent as  he  fhould  be  fatisfied  with,  v. 
really  giving  them  absolutely  to  him,  wh: 
I  knew  her  Majefty  neither  could  nor  would 
admit;  farther,  that  her  Majefty  would  enter 
into  no  engagement  to  procure  any  thing  for 
the  Elector,  or  even  to  ufe  her  offices  in  his 
behalf;  that  the  towns  and  places  which 
this  Prince  is  in  pofTefiion  of,  would  very 
probably  be  an  inducement  to  the  allies  to 
give  him  fomething  in  lieu  o(  them  ;  that 
her  Majefty  would  not  oppofe  his  having 
Sardinia,  which  equivalent  had  been  pro- 
pofed  lirft  from  hence.  This  I  let  him 
know  was  the  fum  of  all  lie  was  to  expect 
from  the  Queen,  and  your  Lordfhip  will  find 
the  minutes  drawn    accordingly. 

Having  on  precedent  occafions,  as  well  as 

this,    perceived    that    Moniieur    de   Torcy 

aiTected   to   him   every   esprefnon,  in    fuch 

5  manner 
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manner  as  to  engage  the  Queen,  jointly 
with  the  King  his  Matter,  I  thought  proper 
very  explicitly  and  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  I 
could  ufe,  to  lay,  that  the  Queen  would 
enter  readily  into  the  common  guaranty  for 
fupporting  that  fettlement  of  Europe,  which 
fhould,  by  the  peace,  be  made ;  but  that  lhe 
would  on  no  account  whatever  be  concerned 
in  any  ftipulation  to  procure  this  fettlement ; 
that  it  would  be  advantage  furficient  for 
France,  if  the  conduct  of  her  Majefty's  allies, 
made  it  juft  and  necefiary  for  her  to  with- 
draw herfelf  out  of  the  war  before  them, 
and  that  afterwards  her  good  offices  mould  be 
employed  as  became  the  common  friend  of 
all  parties, 

I  take  occafion  frequently  to  repeat  this  to 
the  French  minifters,  and  I  believe  they  will 
look  upon  it  as  the  rule  which  her  Majeity 
has  laid  down,  and  which  they  fhall  not  be 
able  to  prevail  on  her  to  depart  from. 

On  Saturday,  in  the  evening,  I  came  to 
Fontainbleau,  where  an  apartment  was  pro- 
vided for  me,  and  my  reception  was  parti- 
cularly civil.  On  Sunday,  at  nine  in  the 
morning,  I  had  audience  q£  the  King,  to 
whom  1  prcf  nted  her  Majeily 's  letter.     He 

received 
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received  me  in  a  very  gracious  manner,  he 
talked  a  confiderable  time  with  me,  and  the 
fubftance  of  what  he  faid,  as  near  as  I  can 
remember,  for  his  fpeech  was  extremely 
quick,  was,  that  he  had  ever  had  the  higheft 
efteem  for  the  Queen  ;  that  fhe  had  pro- 
ceeded in  fiich  a  manner  as  to  turn  that 
efteem  into  the  fincereft  friendfhip ;  that  he 
hoped  fhe  was  fatisfied  he  had  done  every 
thing  on  his  part,  which  might  facilitate 
the  peace  that  he  was  pleafcd  to  find  we  were 
fo  near  concluding;  that  there  were  fome 
who  had  ufed  all  endeavours  to  obflruct  it, 
but  that,  God  be  praifed  !  they  would  not 
be  long  able  to  do  fo,  that*God  would  hinder 
them  from  giving  the  law  which  they  pre- 
tended to ;  that  the  luccefs  of  his  arms  * 
mould  make  no  alteration  in  him,  and  that 
he  would  make  good  all  he  had, offered. 

9 

Fontainbleau,  Auguft  22d,  N.S.   1712. 

After  I  had  had  my  audience  yefterday 
of  the  King,  I  returned  with  Monfieur  de 
Torcy  to  review  the  minutes  we  had  taken, 
and  the  draught  of  the  convention  for  the 

*  Upon  the  reparation  of  the  Britifh  forces  from  thofe  of 
the  allies,  the  French  General  defeated  the  Earl  of  Albe- 
marle, retook  Douay,  &c. 

Vol.  III.  C  iufpenfion 
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fufpenfion  of  arms,  which  we  figned  in  the 
evening.  Your  Lordfhip  will  obferve  that 
it  is  dated  on  Friday  laft,  at  which  time  the 
firil  brouillon  was  prepared ;  and  I  thought 
that  every  day  which  the  commencement  of 
it  was  put  backward,  was  fome  degree  of  ad- 
vantage to  us  ;  the  term  is  of  four  months, 
which  Monfieur  de  Torcy  defired,  as  more 
likely  to  have  its  effect  on  the  Dutch  than 
a  fhorter  term,  which  might  have  fuffered 
them  to  entertain  hopes  ftill  of  breaking 
our  meaiures,  and  bringing  the  Queen  into 
action  again.  I  did  not  much  weigh  the 
force  of  this  argument,  though  I  think  it 
has  fome.  What  determined  me  to  agree 
to  four  months,  according  to  the  latitude  left 
in  my  inftructions,  was,  firft,  what  I  remem- 
bered to  have  been  the  fenfe  of  feveral  mer- 
chants whom  I  fpoke  with  before  I  left 
.London,  who  all  feemed  defirous  of  the 
longeft  term,  and  thought  that  two  months 
would  not  encourage  many  people  to  venture 
upon  fome  voyages  ;  fecondly,  that  a  term 
of  two  months  would  as  effectually  cut  off 
all  profpect  of  acting  by  land  this  campaign 
B  term  of  lour,  and  that  therefore  the 
■fervice  would  be  chiefly  affected  by  thif 
2  fufpenfion, 
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fufpenfion,  where  we  have  more  to  appre- 
hend than  to  hope. 

Monfieur  de  Torcy  had  inferted  in  the 
draught  thefe  words — les  mers  qui  entourent 
les  ljles  Britanniques,  and  cited  the  treaty  of 
Breda  as  a  precedent.  I  mowed  him,  that 
before  that  treaty,  the  expremon  had  always 
run  maribus  Brittannicis,  particularly  in  the 
treaty  with  Cromwell,  and  that  the  error 
committed  in  that  of  Breda  had  been  recti- 
fied in  that  of  Ryfwick.  He  infifted  more 
than  I  expected  on  retaining  his  words,  and 
entered  a  little  into  the  difpute  of  dominion  ; 
this  made  me  the  more  tenacious,  and  your 
Lordfhip  will  find  thefe  words — les  mers  qui 
entourent  les  ijles,  razed  out,  fo  that  it  flands 
now  as  it  ought  to  do. 

The  fufpenlion  being  now  figned,  I  fhall, 
purfuant  to  my  inftructions,  difpatch  her 
Majefty's  orders  to  Sir  John  Jennings,  to  Mr. 
Chetwynd,  and  to  the  officer  who  commands 
the  Queen's  troops  in  Catalonia. 

Monfieur  de  Torcy  is  likewife  very  earnefl 

that   the    Duke   of  Argyle    be   difpatched, 

judging    his    prefence    neceflary  upon    this 

new  turn  of  affairs  for  the  common  intereft. 

C  2  — I  can- 
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— I  cannot  help  thinking  it  is  fo,  particularly 
for  her  Majefty's  fervice. 

Juft  now  the  Duke  of  Orleans  *  told 
«  me,  that  the  King  had  this  morning  at  his 
kvee  declared  that  the  fufpenfion  of  arms 
was  figned  ;  and  Moniieur  de  Torcy  informs 
me,  that  they  intend  to-morrow  to  publim  it 
at  Paris.  I  will,  therefore,  lofe  no  time  in 
difpatching  this  courier,  as  foon  as  I  receive,, 
which  I  expect  every  moment,  the  copy  of 
the  act  of  renunciation,  which  has  been  pre- 
pared in  Spain,  and  wherein  the  Spaniards 
feem  to  have  neglected  no  expreffion  which 
could  add  to  the  ftrength,  and  no  form 
which  could  add  to  the  validity  of  it.  Phi- 
lip's confent  to  the  cancelling  the  entry  of 
1700,  mentioned  in  the  convention  for  the 
lufpenlion  of  arms  in  Flanders,  and  the 
infertincr  the  fubftitution  of  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  \  ill  be  the  fubjecls  of  additional 
clauies.  I  fhall  be  extremely  concerned  if 
the  Queen  does  not  receive  this  account 
before  the  news  comes  any  other  way;  but 


*  Afterwards  Regent  of  France ;  famous   (fays  Voltaire) 

for  his  courage  his  wit,  and   his  pleafures ;  born  for  focial 

.en  move  rh.m  for  public  bufinels,  and  one  of  the  mofl 

Iriiitn  that  ever  lived. —  Lie  was  nephew  to  Louis  XIV. 


I  lofe 
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I  lofe  no  time,  and  I  hope  the  meflenger  will 
lofe  none. 

The  fifty  paries  in  blank  I  have  not  yet 
received,  but  hope  to  have  them  time  enough 
to  accompany  this  difpatch. 

The  Chevalier  has  fixed  his  departure  on 
the  i ft  of  next  month,  N.S. ;  they  propofc 
that  he  mall  retire  to  Bar ;  and  they  intend 
to  write  to  the  Duke  of  Lorain,  to  aik 
of  the  Emperor  and  other  Princes  a  fecurity 
for  his  perfon,  during  his  refidence  in  that 
place. 

I  muft  not  conclude  this  letter  without 
aiking  your  Lordmip's  pardon,  for  a  piece 
of  falle  news,  which  I  fent  you  from  Calais, 
concerning:  an  action  at  Pont-a-Rache  :  the 
ftory  was  told  us  with  fo  many  circum- 
ftances,  that  I  made  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of 
it,  efpecially  when  the  Major  of  this  place 
quoted  a  letter,  which  he  laid  he  received 
from  his  fon-in-law,  who  was  at  that  time 
in  the  army. 

I  indole  the  convention  for  the  armiftice 
in  the  Netherlands,  which  your  Lordmip 
will  have  occafion  for;  and  which,  with  the 
act  of  renunciation,  and  with  the  minutes 
transmitted  to  you,  will  afford  fuffident 
C  3  materials 


22  LETTERS    AND 

materials    for  my    Lord    Lexingtonvs    in- 
ftru£tions. 

As  I  intend  to  leave  this  place  on  Wed- 
nefday  at  fartheft,  it  will  be  proper  to  lofe  no 
time  in  difpatching  a  letter  of  credence  to 
Mr.  Prior,  to  whom  your  Lordfhip  will  like- 
wife  pleafe  as  fbon  as  poffible  to  fend  the 
Queen's  ratification. 

This  letter  is  already  fwoln  to  fo  great  a 
bulk,  that  I  believe  your  Lordfhip  is  very 
willing  that  I  mould  refer  to  another  oppor- 
tunity fuch  farther  accounts  as  I  have  to  give 
of  my  proceedings. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  Sec. 

,  BOLINGBROKE. 

Since  I  clofed  my  letter,  Monfieur  de 
Torcy  fent  me  word,  a  courier  is  arrived 
from  Turin,  in  his  way  to  England,  and 
defired  to  know  if  I  would  have  him  go  on, 
which  I  did  not  think  proper  to  hinder.  I 
fuppofc  this  courier  is  difpatched  to  the  Count 
de  Maffei,  upon  the  impatience  which  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  is  under  upon  not  hearing 
from  hence,  according  to  what  he  was  made 
to  expeel:  by  his  Minitlcr's  letters,  which 
went  by  way  of  Holland,  fome  time  ago. 

I  am 
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I  am  only  to  obferve  to  your  Lordfhip, 
that  the  fooner  you  take  an  opportunity  of 
fpeaking  to  the  Count  de  Maffei  the  better. 

Befides  the  papers  mentioned  in  my  letter, 
I  fend  your  Lordfhip  a  form  of  publication 
of  the  fuipenfion,  and  a  memoir  which  I  re- 
ceived from  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  concerning 
fome  articles  of  trade.  General  Stanhope  * 
is  juft  arrived  here,  in  his  way  to  Britain. 

BOLINGBROKE. 


To  Mr.  Prior f. 
Pear  Mat, 

Whitehall,  27th  Auguft,   17 12. 

THE  difpatches  of  bulinels  will  come  to 
you  from  the  other  office,  and  from  me  you 
ihall  have  now  and  then  a  letter  of  friendfhip. 

When  1  arrived  at  Court,  I  did  not  find  the 
differences  between  us  and  France,  on  the 
article  of  North  America,  and  on  thole  in 

*  He  had  a  command  in  Spain  under  Stahrenbera,  and 
was  made  prifoner,  with  his  whole  force,  at  Bahurga.  When 
he  arrived  in  Britain,  he  fided  with  the  opposition.  At  the 
acceffion  of  George  the  Firft,  he  came  into  office  ;  and  upon 
the  impeachment  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  was  appointed  to  take 
pofleflion  of  his  papers. 

f  Prior  went  over  with  Bolingbroke  to  France,  and  was 
left  there,  though  in  what  character  is  hard  to  determine, 
probably  as  Refident,  or  Charge  d'Affaires. 

C  4  the 
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the  treaty  of  commerce,  concerning  which  I 
fpoke  to  you,  either  confidered,  or  put  in  a 
way  of  being  confidered.  This  afflicted  my 
foul;  becaufe,  though  we  cannot  be  ready 
to  fign  till  the  great  article  has  received  its 
completion  in  France  and  Spain,  yet  the 
fooner  the  terms  of  our  treaty  are  fettled  the 
better  it  muft  be  for  the  Queen's  intereft. 
A  cloud  of  arguments  back  this  way  of  rea- 
foning  ;  but  it  is  fufficient  to  reflect,  that 
when  the  States  are  once  enough  humbled 
to  fubmit,  and  they  are  very  near  reduced 
to  this  point  already,  as  the  French  will  be 
lefs  in  need  of  our  interpofition,  fo  will  they 
have  lefs  regard  to  our  instances. 

I  hope  my  Lords  of  the  Council  are  deter- 
mined  to  have  fuch  alternatives,  and  fuch 
expedients  found  on  thefe  litigated  articles, 
as  may  enable  our  Plenipotentiaries  to  reft 
on  Something  practicable,  to  render  their 
work  the  more  eafy  and  conciie. — You  will 
be  inftructed  to  begin  ;  and  I  own  to  you  I 
think  we  mult  depend  on  Monfieur  de  Torcy, 
when  we  know  what  we  would  have,  to  sret 
it  for  us. 

The  blunder  committed  about  the  pafTes. 
is  very  great — becaufe   the  French  cannot 

import 
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import  during  the  war  feveral  forts  of  goods 

into  Britain,  ergoy  do  not  give  to  them,  nor 

take  to  yourfelves,  the  advantage  of  failing 

unmolefted  ail  over  the    world  :    whatever 

impoiitions  may   be   laid,  cither  here  or  in 

France,  mult,  continue,  till  by  a   tuaty  of 

commerce  they  are  taken  off,  and  the  fub- 

jecls  of  both  kingdoms  mull:  fubmit  to  them. 

But    the  paffes   do   not  pretend   to  dilpenle 

with  the  laws,  and  mould  therefore  not  have 

been  on  any  account  delayed.     I  hope  the 

courier  who  brings   this  dilpatch  is  loaded 

with  a  large  number ;  you  cannot  make  too 

much  haitc   in   returning  l  iv  hither; 

the  want  of  them  occafionsno  little  clamour. 

Since  I  writ  thus  far,  I  find  you  will  be 

inftructed  to  make  an  end  as  to  the  difputes 

ftill  remaining  between  us  and  Franc 

There  is  great  induitry  ufed  by  the  Whigs 
to  reprefent  the  fuipenlion  of  arms  as  infig- 
nificant,  or  rather  hurtful,  to  trade ;  the 
French,  they  fay,  will  not  take  our  fhips  as 
French,  but  as  Nieuport  and  Spanifh  pri- 
vateers they  will,  You  may  remember  I 
fpoke  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy  about  the  cafe 
of  the  Elector  of  Bavaria's  giving  commif* 

lions 
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fions*.  I  think  the  convention  provides 
fufriciently  for  Spain ;  however,  pray  take 
care  to  fet  this  matter  pair,  difpute,  and  let 
Monfieur  de  Torcy  know  I  defire  it  of  him. 
If  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  makes  any  diffi- 
culty, we  have  ways  enough  to  make  him 
repent  it,  which  I  think  you  would  do  well 
to  infinuate. 

I  am  in  a  prodigious  hurry,  but  cannot 
conclude  without  entreating  you  to  make  my 
compliments  to  every  body. 

About  Drift   and  your  own  affairs,  you 
/hall  hear  from  me  at  the  end  of  the  week. 
Adieu,  dear  Mat, 

I  am,  and  ever  will  be,  &c. 

BoLINGBROKE. 


To  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  Auguft  27th,  17 12. 
YOU  cannot  place  your  confidence  in  any 
man  who  is  more  fmcercly,  or  more  affec- 
tionately, your  fcrvant  than  I  am.     In  this 
character  I  will  at  all  times  ferve  you  to  the 

*  Probably  to  privateers   from   Nieuport,    then  in    his 
pofTtflion. 

■utmoft 
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utmoft  of  my  power,  and  in  this  character 
you  will  allow  me  at  all  times  to  fpeak  to 
you  without  the  leaft  referve. 

As  foon  as  I  came  to  Windfor,  at  my  return 
from  France,  I  heard  that  Lord  Rivers  was 
dead,  and  at  the  lame  time  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton  was  to  be  the  Matter  of  the  Ord- 
nance, and  that  the  Queen  had  determined 
how  to  difpofe  of  the  regiment — this  came 
to  me  through  fo  authentic  a  channel,  that 
there  was  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  certainty 
of  it  ;  and  1  therefore  judged  in  your  Lord- 
fhip's  cafe  as  I  fhould  have  done  in  my  own, 
that  it  was  better  not  to  ftir  in  an  affair 
which  had  already  been  determined  by  the 
Queen. 

The  employment  of  Firft  Commiflioner 
of  the  Admiralty  brings  your  Lordfhip  into 
Cabinet,  preferves  to  you  the  rank,  and  to 
her  the  advantage  of  your  being  frill  a  Mini- 
fter,  which  could  not  have  been  if  the  other 
employment  had  fallen  to  your  mare,  with- 
out making  a  precedent  for  enlarging  the 
Cabinet,  which  her  Majefty  had  much  rather 
confine  than  extend. 

As  to  the  embafly  of  France,  I  do  not  fee 
how  that  could  well  have  been   given  either 

to 
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to  your  Lordfhip  or  to  me  ;  the  Ambaffa- 
dors  to  this  Court  muft  be  prefent  when  fhe 
renunciations  are  made,  and  by  confequence 
before  the  peace  is  concluded,  which  feems 
incompatible  with  the  poft  your  Lordfhip  is 
in,  and  has  with  fo  great  reputation  filled 
at  Utrecht.  As  for  my  own  part,  unlefs  I 
was  turned  out  .of  the  Secretary's  office,  it 
would  be  impofiible  to  difpenfe  with  my  ab- 
fence  from  Whitehall. 

Since  I  writ  thus  far,  my  Lord  Treafurer 
tells  me  that  he  fends,  in  my  packet,  a  letter 
to  your  Lordfhip ;  fo  that  1  hope  you  will 
receive  from  him  more  fatisfaclion  than  I 
am  able  to  give  you,  more  than  I  defire 
to  give  you  it  is  impoflible  your  Lordfhip 
fhould  receive  from  anv  body. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  give  me 
leave  to  take  notice  to  you  of  the  imperti- 
nence of.  the  Dutch  Gazettes  as  to  my  jour- 
ney into  France,  and  particularly  of  the  flip 
which  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  juft  now 
put  into  my  hands,  and  which  1  inclofe ; 
the  Queen  will,  I  believe,  order  fome  pub- 
lic notice  to  be  taken  of  theft  infolent  lies, 
and  in  the  mean  time  your  Lordfhip  will 
do  me  a  lingular  favour,  and  the  Queen's 

fervice 
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fervice  right,  if  you  pleafe  to  have  the  Ga- 
zetteer at  lead:  reprimanded.     I  am,  &c. 


To  the  Duke  of  Ormond, 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  Auguft  29th,  17 12. 

THE  feverilh  indifpofition  which  hung 
about  me  after  my  return  from  France,  and 
which  made  me  go,  for  a  few  days,  into  the 
country,  was  the  occafion  of  my  not  writing 
laft  week,  as  I  intended  to  have  done,  to 
your  Grace. 

The  pofitive  order  contained  in  my  other 
letter,  is  not  fent  to  prevent  the  admitflon 
of  other  troops  betides  her  Majefty's  into 
Ghent  and  Bruges  ;  the  Queen  is  enough 
fatisfied  that  your  Grace  will  take  effectual 
care  to  preferve  thofe  cautionary  places, 
which  can  alone  fecure  to  her  any  tole- 
rable conditions  with  refpecl  to  the  Nether- 
lands, in  the  terms  of  peace.  But  I  confefs, 
I  thought  it  could  be  no  ways  unneceffary, 
to  give  your  Grace  a  very  politive  and  clear 
order,  in  an  affair  which  may  perhaps  make 
a  great  deal  of  noife  ;  I  believe  your  Grace 
is  of  my  mind. 

The 
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The  Queen,  my  Lord,  commands  me  to  let 
your  Grace  likewife  know,  that  although  the 
body  of  troops  at  prefent  with  you,  and  the 
employment  of  them,  mould  not  naturally 
require  one  of  your  rank,  yet  me  judges  it 
for  her  fervice,  in  the  prefent  conjuncture 
of  affairs,  that  you  continue  fome  time  longer 
where  you  are.  When  the  campaign  clofes, 
and  the  conferences  open  as  to  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Spanifh  Netherlands,  your  name 
and  figure  in  Ghent  will  be  necelfary.  Her 
Majefty  thinks  the  place  you  are  in  not 
very  agreeable  to  you,  but  after  fo  many 
proofs  of  your  Grace's  preferring  her  fer- 
vice to  every  other  conlideration,  fhe  makes 
no  doubt  of  your  remaining  with  pleafure  in 
the  lame  fituation,  till  you  receive  orders 
to  come  over;  before  which  time,  it  will 
be  proper  to  think  of  the  perfon  who  is  to 
command  during  your  Grace's  abfencc. 

I  am,  &c. 


To 
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To  Mr.  Prior. 
Dear    Matt, 

Whitehall,  Auguft  29th,   17 12. 

I  AM  at  lad  involved  in  the  common 
calamity,  and  have  got  the  fever  upon  me, 
which  almofl  every  creature  in  this  coun- 
try has  felt.  This  muft  be  mv  excufe  to 
Madame  de  Croifly  and  Moniieur  de  Torcy, 
if  I  do  not  acknowledge  bv  letter  the  many 
civilities  which  I  received,  and  which  I  pre- 
ierve  a  moft  grateful  fenle  of. 

I  am  preparing  a  cargo  of  Honey-water, 
Barbadoes-water,  and  Sack,  whereof  I  mall 
defire  you  to  take  upon  you  the  distribution. 
Drift  mall  be  haftened  to  you,  and  by  him 
you  mall  have  an  account  of  your  own 
affairs. 

I  wrote  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht, 
n>  inlert  in  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  the  lame 
acknowledgment  of  our  own  fucceiiion,  as 
in  that  with  France,  and  it  will  be  proper 
you  mould  prepare  the  French  minilters  on 
this  head;  you  will  mention  it  as  a  point 
which  the  Queen  takes  to  be  of  courfe. 
When  we  make  fuch  a  llride  for  Philip,  it 
is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  he  can  pretend  to 

dilpute 
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difpute  what  his  grandfather  has  fubmitted 
to.  Adieu,  my  head-ach  delivers  you  from 
farther  trouble  at  this  time,  but  woe  betide 
you  when  I  am  well. 

Ever,  dear  Matt,  faithfully  your's, 

BoLINGBROKE. 


To  the  Earl  of  Albemarle. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  September  ioth,  1712, 
I  HAD  the  honour  of  your  flrfr.  letter 
fince  my  return  to  Court,  and  during  my 
journey  to  France,  I  received  that  which 
you  writ  me  from  Cambray.  Your  Lordfhip 
may  be  afTured  that  I  would  have  neglect- 
ed nothing  in  my  power  to  have  ferved 
you,  had  I  come  to  Paris  before  you  ob- 
tained the  licence  from  the  King  *,  and  I 
beg  you  to  believe,  that  whenever  you  lay 
your  commands  upon  me,  you  mall  find  mc 
ready  to  execute  them  with  the  greatefr. 
pleafure  ;  for  though  I  have  not  the  good  for- 
tune to  be  much  known  perfonally  to  your 
Lordfhip,  yet  no  man  has  a  truer  (cnih  of 

*  The  Karl  <»f  All>  htd  be  Q  defeated  and  taken  pri- 

foner,  at  Dciuiu,  a^th  Jul),  N'.S. 

your 
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your  merit,  or  value  for  your  character  than 
myfelf. 

A  feverifh  indifpofition,  which  has  been 
upon  me  ever  fince  my  return  to  this  coun- 
try, hindered  me  from  giving  your  .Lord- 
fhip  thefe  aflurances  fooner,  which  delay  I 
depend  on  your  goodnefs  to  excufe ;  and  am, 
my  Lord,  &c. 


A  Monjleur  Marfchakh. 
De  Whitehall,  ce  iome  Septembre*  17 12. 

JE  viens,  Monlieur,  de  recevoir  la  lettre 
que  vous  m'avez  fait  Thonneur  de  m'ecrir© 
le  9me  de  ce  mois,  &  que  mon  frera  m'a  re- 
mife. 

J'ofe  appeler  a  vous-meme,  Monfieur,  n* 
la  Reine  ne  s'eft  pas  fbuvenu  des  interets 
du  Roi  votre  maitre,  depuis  le  commence- 
ment de  la  negociation,  &  fi,  dans  le  terns 
ou'elle  a  1x911  de  prefque  tous  fes  allies  un 
traitement  qu'elle  ne  m£ritoit  allurement  pas, 
Ies  articles  qui  regardent  vos  interets  n'e- 
toient  a-peu-pres  ajuftes. 

Je  vous  ai  toujours  parle,  je  vous  ai  tou- 
jours  ecrit,  avec  une  ouverture,  dont  je  me 
ferois  bien  garde  de  me  fervir,  fi  je  n'avois 

Vol.  Ill,  D  fu 
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,  fu  que  l'intention  de  la  Reine  etoit  de  vivrc 
dans  une  etroite  union  avec  le  Roi  votrc 
maitre,  &  d'obtenir  pour  lui  une  fatisfa&ion 
entiere  avant  la  conclufion  de  la  paix.  La 
Reine  a  ete  informee  des  communications 
que  je  vous  ai  faites,  &  des  afTurances  que 
je  vous  ai  ibuvent  repetees,  elle  les  a  ap- 
prouves,  &  e'eft  par  cette  raifon  qu'elle  a 
ete  d'autant  plus  furprife,  quand  elle  a  recu 
les  nouvelles  de  la  conduite  du  Prince  d'An- 
halt,  &  des  ordres  de  votre  Roi*. 

La  Reine,  Monlieur,  n'abandonne  pas  fes 
allies;  plut  a  Dieu  qu'elle  n'en  eut  ete  ja- 
mais abandonnee  !  le  plus  grand  regret  que 
fa  Majefte  fent,  eft  celui  de  fe  trouver  a  la 
veille  de  ne  pouvoir  fe  fervir  pour  eux  que 
de  bons  offices  &  de  remontrances. 

Jl  n'y  a  rien  que  je  defire  en  mon  particu- 
lier  plus  ardemment  que  de  meriter  la  fa- 
veur  de  fa  Majefte  Pruffienne ;  je  me  flatte 
que  le  petit  lionet  f  ne  m'aura  pas  repre- 
fente  d'une  autre  maniere,  quoiqu'a  vous 
dire  la  vcrite  j'en  foupconne  quelque  chofe, 
car  il  me  feinble  que  je  ne  fuis  pas  trop  bien 
dans  l'dpi-it  do  ce  Ilcfident,  depuis  que  je 

*  Not  to  agree  to  the  fufpenfion  of  arms,  nor  obey  th« 
orders  oi  ifli  Gcntral. 

f  rruifian  Kdidcnt. 

l'ai 
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Tai  un  jour  interrompu,  pour  l'empccher  de 
dire  certaines  chofes,  qu'il  ne  convenoit  pas 
au  Secretaire  de  la  Reine  d'entendre. 

En  tous  terns,  en  tous  lieux,  &  en  toutes 
circonftances,  Je  fuis,  mon  cher  Monfieur, 
Entitlement  a  vous, 

B. 


"To  Mr.  JFbitworth. 
Sir, 

Whitehall,  September  9th,  1712. 

YOUR's  of  the  9th  came  to  my  hands  laft 
night,  as  your  precedent  difpatches  have 
done  in  their  courfe. 

The  intention  of  this  private  letter  is  only 
to  acquaint  you,  by  the  rirft  opportunity, 
that  1  believe  her  Majefty  may  take  the  re- 
folution  of  employing  you  in  a  place  where 
your  talents  will  be  more  ufeful  to  her  than 
they  can  be  in  the  prefent  port,  and  where 
ihe  can  hardly  pitch  upon  a  minilter  with 
too  great  caution  and  deliberation. 

If  I  have  orders  next  week  to  acquaint 
you  that  you  are  recalled  from  the  Czar's 
Court,  it  may  perhaps  be  of  fome  conve- 
ftiency  to  have  this  previous  notice, 

D  2  I  am 
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I  am  apt  to  think,  you  will  be  directed 
to  receive  your  inftruCtions  here,  and  the 
Queen  will  herfelf  be  willing  to  tell  you. 
how  much  me  relies  upon  you,  and  what  a 
mark  of  her  confidence  ihe  gives  you. 

You  will  make  what  ufe  you  pleafe  of  the 
hint,  without  giving  it  to  any  perfon  till  you 
hear  again  from,   Sir,  your's,  &c. 


De  MonJIeur  de  Torcy. 
A  Fontainbleau,  ce  26me  d'Aout,  1712. 
JE  vous  ai  promis,  my  Lord,  la  reponfe 
du  Roi  a  la  Reine,  &  j'ai  l'honneur  de  vou& 
1'envoyer  avec  la  copie  *..   Je  regrette  beau- 


*   Copie   de  la  kftn  de  la  mmin  du  Roi  a  la  Reine    Je  la 
Grande  Bretagnc,  da  26  d'Aott,   1 7 12,  a  Fontainbleau, 
"   v  ma  So.ur, 

*'  Js  n'ai  jamais  doute  <1l*  la  fincuitt:  de  vos  intentions  pour 
avancer  la  jjaix,  mais  vous  avez  confirme  la  jufte  opinion  que- 
j'en  avois,  en  envoyant  auprcs  de  moi  le  Vicomte  de  Bo- 
lingbroke  votre  Secretaire  d'Etat.  Vous  ne  pourriez  choifir  un 
miniftre  plus  capable  d'ubregcr  &  d'aplanir  les  difficulty's  de 
negotiation.  Je  fuis  perfuad£  que  vous  ferez  auffi  contents  de 
ce  qu'il  a  fait,  que  j'ai  etc  fatisfeit  moi-m6me  de  fa  conduitey 
&  principalement  dos  afTuranccs  qu'il  m'a  dotineea  de  vos  fen- 
timens  pour  moi.  Quoique  je  ne  doute  pas  qu'il  ne  vous 
rende  un  compte  cxaft  de  ceux  que  je  Iui  ai  temoigne'  pour 
vous,  je  vetix  encore  y  ajoutcr,  que  <  n'oublierai  nen  pour 
entretcnir  avec  vous  uneamiti  parfaite,  &  pour  vous  marquer 
en  Unites  occalioiu  qui  je  fuis,  Macbune  ma  Sceur, 

"  Votre  bon  Frcre, 
(SiguO  "  L  O  U  I  S."- 

coup 
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coup  de  ne  pouvoir  vous  la  remettre  moi- 
meme,  &je  vous  affure  que  je  fuis  bien  fache 
de  voir  notre  correfpondence  reduite  deib- 
rmais  aux  fimples  lettres.  Mais  je  fens  qu'il 
ne  faut  pas  que  je  trait*  long-terns  un  pareil 
article,  ainfi  permettez-moi  de  patter  ;  c< -!ui 
des  lettres  que  j'ai  trouvees  a  mon  retour  ici 
de  Meflieurs  les  Plcnipotentiaires  du  Roi  a 
Utrecht. 

Comme  ils  attendoient  le  fucces  de  votre 
voyage,  leurs  raifonnemens  fur  les  affaires 
generates  font  un  peu  incertains,  &  l'eifentiel 
de  la  depeche  regarde  une  querelle  particu- 
litre  de  Monfieur  Mefnager  avec  Monfieur 
de  Rechteren  *.  Je  vous  envoye,  my  Lord, 
le  memoire  que  j'ai  recu  fur  cette  affaire. 

Meflieurs  les  Plcnipotentiaires  concluent, 
&  je  crois  que  c'efl  avec  raifon,  que  ceux 
qui  ne  veulent  pas  la  paix  cherchent  a  faire 
naitre  des  incidents  pour  rompre  les  confe- 

*  This  difpute  originated  with  their  fervants. — Count  de 
Rechteren,  one  of  the  Dutch  Plenipotentiaries,  complained 
that  his  domeftics  had  been  infulted  by  tliofe  of  Mefnager; 
the  latter  examined  his  fervants,  and  judged  that  they  had  not 
been  the  aggreiTors,  and  refuled  to  give  them  up,  according  to 
the  rules  agreed  upon  for  the  prefervation  of  good  order. 
Rechteren's  fervants  attacked  Mefnager's,  treated  them  roughly, 
and  this  produced  the  quarrel  between  the  mafters.  The 
King  of  France  ordered  the  conferences  to  be  broken  off  until 
the  infult  was  repaired ;  and  the  difpute  was  ended  by  the  recall 
of  the  Dutch  Plenipotentiary. 

D  3  rences 
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rences  d'Utrecht  *.  Pour  moi,  la  confe- 
quence  que  j'en  tire,  &  que  vous  ne  trou- 
verez  pas  moins  vraie,  eft  que  Monfieur 
Mefnager  n'aime  pas  la  guerre,  &  que  foil 
Excellence  de  Rechteren  etoit  yvre. 

Quoiqu'il  en  foit,  je  crois,  Monfieur,  qu'il 
n'eft  pas  terns  de  rompre  les  conferences,  ni 
d'en  menacer ;  qu'il  faut  laifTer  les  Hollan- 
dois  s'endormir  dans  leur  opiniatrete,  &  leurs 
Miniftres  s'enyvrcr  autant  de  la  representa- 
tions de  fouverains  que  de  Jantesf,  &  pour 
cet  effet,  il  ne  fera  pas  mauvais,  ce  mc 
femble,  de  fe  rendre  un  peu  difficile  fur  la 
fatisfaction  que  le  Roi  eft  en  droit  de  pre- 
tendre  des  difcours  &  du  procede  de  Mon- 
fieur de  Rechteren.  Si  vous  penfcz  autre- 
ment  ayez  la  bonte  de  me  le  faire  favoir. 
Vous  connoiifez  ma  docilite  pour  vous,  & 
vous  m'avez  aiiement  accoutume  a  me  ren- 
dre fans  peine  a  vos  avis. 

Le  fripon  d'AfTurini  entre  aujourd'hui  a. 
la  Baftille.  Je  vous  envoye,  my  Lord,  la. 
copie  des  avis  qu'il  a  domic  en  Hollande  :  jc 

chteren  w;:s  much  In  the  intereft  of  the  Emperor,  and 
againfl  a  The  Emperor  had  created  bim  a  Count ;  and 

his  brother  had  lucrative   employments  in  the  army,  which 
would  ceafeat  the  concluding  of  a  pace. 

-f  This  alludes  to  the  cuftom  of  drinking  health. 

le$ 
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Jes  ai  recu  de  Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires. 
II  n'avoit  point  de  papiers,  s'il  en  a  laiife 
quelques-uns  a  Paris,  je  les  aurai  demain. 

Si  ion  Excellence  V^andcrdurTen  *  ajoute 
foi  a  de  pareils  memoires,  il  ne  doit  pas 
croire  la  France  epuiiee,  quoiqu'a  mon  lens 
elle  ne  vous  eut  pas  achete  aflez  cher,  vous, 
my  Lord,  &  le  Comte  d'Oxford. 

On  m'ecrit  audi  d' Utrecht  que  le  Comte 
de  Viglio  doit  etre  a  Paris.  Mais  il  me 
femble  que  vous  m'avez  fait  l'honneur  de 
me  dire  qu'il  etoit  en  Angleterre. 

Permettez-moi  de  ne  vous  point  parler 
des  regrets  que  caufe  ici  vptre  depart.  Si 
vous  en  doutiez,  vous  auriez  mauvaife  opi- 
nion de  tous  ceux  qui  ont  eu  l'honneur  de 
vous  voir ;  je  ne  me  diftingue  pas,  parce 
que  j'efpere  que  vous  me  diftinguerez  tou- 
jours  comme  celui  qui  eft  avec  l'attachement 
le  plus  fincere  &  le  plus  veritable,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 


*  Penfionary  of  Gowda,  and  one  of  the  Dutch  Plenipo- 
tentiaries. 


d  4  r# 


4Q  LETTERS    AND 

De  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 

COMME  vous  avez  approuve,  my  Lord, 
Ja  proportion  que  je  vous  ai  faite  fur  1'afFaire 
de  Monfieur  deRechteren.  J'ai  rendu  compte 
au  Roi  de  ce  que  j'avois  eu  l'honneur  de 
vous  en  ecrire,  &  de  votre  reponfe,  &  les 
ordres  que  fa  Majefte  donne  a  Meffieurs  fes 
Plenipotentiaires  dans  le  me  me  fens. 

Elle  veut  qu'ils  demandent,  par  la  voie 
de  Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  d'Angle- 
terre,  que  les  Etats-Generaux  declarent 
qu'ils  defavouent  le  procede  de  Monfieur  de 
Rechteren.  Que  les  autres  Plenipotentiaires 
d'Holland  aillent  f>our  cet  efFet,  tous  en- 
femble,  chez  un  de  ceux  du  Roi,  oil  les 
deux  autres  Plenipotentiaires  fe  trouveront 
en  meme-tems.  Que  Monfieur  de  Rech- 
teren, auteur  de  Tinfulte,  foit  revoque,  & 
qu'il  foit  nomme  un  autre  Plenipotentiaire 
a  fa  place,  comme  la  marque  la  plus  cer- 
taine  qu'il  s'eft  conduit  fans  l'aveu  &  contre 
les  intentions  de  fes  maiti 

Je    crois    qu'ils    auront  peine    a    donner 

une  parcillc  iutisfaction,  quelque  juftequ'elle 

*;  foit ; 
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fbit ;  mais  ce  fera  maticre  de  negotiation 
pendant  qu'on  fera  mieux  ailleurs  *, 

Le  Chevalier  -j-  m'ecrit  qu'il  aimeroit 
mieux  aller  a  Chalons  qu'a  Rheims,  parce 
que  les  partis  ennemis  approchent  de  cette 
derniere  ville,  &  que  les  vivres  y  font  chers. 
Je  ne  vois  nulle  diffkulte  a  ce  change- 
ment,  le  principal  etant  qu'il  fe  mette  eu 
marche,  &  l'unc  &  l'autre  ville  ctant  egale- 
ment  un  lieu  de  pafiage  pour  lui,  oil  il  ne 
doitdemeurer  quejufqu'a  ce  qu'on  ait  pourvu 
a  fa  furete  hors  du  royaume.  Si  vous  penfez 
autrement,  my  Lord,  vous  aurcz  la  bontc 
de  me  le  faire  favoir  &  vous  icrcz  iatisfait, 
Vous  avez  en  verite  lieu  de  l'etre  de  tous 
les  fentimens  que  vous  avez  inspires  ici  pour 
vous. 

Monfieur  le  Due  d'Aumont  ^  vous  en 
rendra  compte  plus  particulierement  qu'il  ne 
le  fait  encore  dans  la  lettrequej'ai  l'honneur 
de  vous  envoyer.  Je  ne  lui  envie  que  le 
plaiiir  de  vous  revoir  incefTammcnt,  &  de 
reparer  le  peu  de  terns  que  nous  vous  avons 

*  This  quarrel  afforded  a  then  neceflary  fufpenfion  of  the 
conferences  till  every  thing  was  perfeftly  fettled  between  Great 
Britain  and  France. 

{•  The  Pretender. 

X  Lately  appointed  aniba'ftdor  of  France  to  the  court  of 
Great  Britain, 

poflede 
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poflede  ici.  Je  lui  laifTerai  le  foin  de  vou* 
apprendre  quelle  vanite  les  dames  que  vous 
avez  diftinguees  par  vos  louanges,  ont  tiree 
d'une  approbation  telle  que  la  votre. 
•  Je  vous  prierai  feulemeat  de  croire  que 
de  tous  ceux  qui  ont  eu  1'honneur  de  vous 
voir  ici,  perfonne  n'eft  plus  parfaitement 
crue  je  ferai  toute  ma  vie, 

Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 
De  Torcy. 

A  Fontainbleau,  le  sgmc  d'Aoiit,  1712. 


De  Monjieur  de  Torcy. 

J'APPRENDSj  my  Lord,  votre  heureufe 
arrivee  a  Londres,  &  j'atteiids  avec  impa- 
tience des  nouvelles  de  la  reception  que  la 
Reine  vous  aura  faite,  pour  m'en  rejouir 
avec  vous. 

J'efpere  que  vous  aurez  acheve  de  con- 
vertir  vos  infidelles ;  les  notres  confervent 
encore  quelques  reftes  de  lour  incredulite, 
&  fortifies  par  Mefiieurs  vos  rlenipoten- 
tiaires,  ils  ont  peine  a  croire  que  le  plan  porte 
par  l'Abbe  Gaultier  doive  etrc  celui  de  la 
paix.  J'avoue  que  leurs  rai  forme  mens,  apR-s 
ce  que  vous  m'avcz  dit,  my  Lord,  me  cau- 
4  lent 
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fent  peu  d'inquietude.  Mais  pour  votre 
honneur  &  pour  le  mien,  je  vous  fupplie 
de  faire  favoir  aJVIeffieurs  vos  Negociateurs 
a  Utrecht  quand  il  en  fera  tems,  que  l'in- 
tention  de  la  Reine  eft  que  ce  plan  foit 
fuivi :  vous  m'en  avez  allure,  lorfque  je  vous 
ai  accorde  au  nom  du  Roi,  ce  qu'elle  a  de- 
mands pour  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye. 
Ainfi  vous  ferez  aifement  cefler  les  alarmes 
de  vos  Plenipotentiaires  fur  Tournay,  &  les 
raifonnemens  de  nos  infidelles. 

Suivant  ce  que  l'Abbe  Gaultier  m'ecrit  dc 
votre  part,  le  Roi  depeche  un  courier  a  Ma- 
drid &  confeille  au  Roi  d'Efpagne  d'accorder 
Jc  pardon  aux  Catalans,  &  je  ne  doute  pas 
qu'il  ne  fuive  un  aufli  bon  avis.  II  fouhaite 
d'avoir  des  pafleports  pour  fix  vaifleaux  Ef- 
pagnols  prets  a  partir  pour  les  Indes  Occi- 
dentales.  Je  vous  fupplie,  my  Lord,  de  vou- 
loir  bien  les  envoyer  le  plutot  qu'il  fera  pof- 
fible  a  Montieur  Prior,  a  qui  j'en  ai  deja 
parle. 

II  eft  forti  de  Paris  avec  aftez  dc  peine, 
mais  en  fin  nous  le  pofledons  ici  depuis  trois 
jours.  11  etoit  fouhaite  non-feulement  pour 
fa  bonne  compagnie,  mais  pour  avoir  le  plaifir 
de  parler  de  vous  avec  lui ;  &  je  vous  aflure 

que 
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que  quoique  fa  iincerite  foit  grande,  vous  ne 
devez  point  etre  en  peine,  &  que  vous  ne 
perdez  rien  de  la  bonne  opinion  que  vous 
nous  avez  laiflee. 

Madame  la  DuchefTe  d'Elbeuf  compte 
beaucoup  fur  celle  que  vous  avez  emportee 
de  Madame  fa  niece,  &  je  crois  que  c'efl 
dans  cette  confiance  qu'elle  vous  ecrit  la 
lettre  que  j'ai  l'honneur  de  vous  envoyer. 

Pcrmettez-moi,  fans  autre  fecours,  de 
compter  entierement  fur  Fhonneur  de  votre 
amitie,  &  faites-moi,  je  vous  fiipplie,  la  juf- 
tice  de  croire  qu'on  ne  peut  etre  plus  par- 
faitement  que  jcfuis,    Monrieur,  votre,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

A  Fontainbleau,  Je  8me  Septembre,  1 7 1 2, 

Le  Chevalier  eft  veritablement  parti  hier, 
&  je  viens  dc  recevoir  une  lettre  de  lui  dattee 
de  Meaux ;  il  continue  fon  voyage  jufqu'a 
Chalons-fur- Marnc. 


A  Monficur  de  Torcy. 
Dc  Whiuhall,  cc  lome  Sept.  V.S.   17 12. 
\L  n'eft  pas  ctrangc,  Moniieur,  qii'en  par- 
taut  dc  France  on  y  luilfe  ion  camr  derriere 

foi, 
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foi,  mais  j'ai  eu  le  malhcur  d'y  laifTer  aum* 
ma  faute.     En  efFet,  depuis  mon  re  tour  j'ai 
eu  des  acces  de  flevre,  qui  m'ont  empcchc 
de  travailler  a  mon  ordinaire.     Je  iuis  a 
a  la  campagne,  pour  tachcr  de  me  remett 
&  il  n'y  a  que  quatre  jours  que  je  fuis   re- 
venu  a  la  cour :  voila,   Monlieur,  la  rail 
qui  m'a  prive   du  plus  grand  plaifir  que  je 
puifle  avoir,  qui  eft  celui   de   correfpondre 
avec  vous.     Je  reprends  la  plume  avec  joie, 
&  je  ne  iiiis  ii  j'en  refTentirois  plus  en  ecri- 
vant  a  Madame  de  Courcillon,  ou  a  M 
de  Parabeze. 

Outre  l'intcrtt  particulier  que  j'ai  ;i 
tretenir   ce    commerce    de    lettre,   je  cr 
pouvoir  dire  que  riiitcrct  general  s'y  trou- 
vera  ;  car  quoique  le  Comte  de  Dartmouth, 
dans  le  departement  duquel  eft  la  France, 
doit  naturellement  communiquer  les  ordre* 
de  la  Reine   a  Monfieur  Prior,    les   lettres 
pourtant  que  je  vous  ecrirai  avec  cette  ouver- 
ture  de  cceur  que  je  vous  ai  promis,  6c  a  la- 
quelle  je  m'attends  de  votrc  part,  ne  man- 
queront  pas  de  prevenir  quelques  difficultes,. 
&  d'en  applanir  d'autres. 

Jamais  furprife  n'a  ete  egale  a  la  mienne 
quand  j'ai  vu,  par  la  lettre  que  vous  avez 

ecritc 
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ecrite    a  Monfieur  le   Grand   Treforier,  & 
par  celle   que  Monfieur  Prior  m'a  envoyee, 
que  les   intentions  de  la  Reine  avoient  et# 
expliquees  d'une  maniere  a.  vous  faire  croire, 
que  Monfieur  de  Lexington  tarderoit  a  fa- 
luer  le  Roi  &  la  Reine  d'Efpagne,  &  a  les 
reconnoitre  pour  tels,  jufqu'a  ce  que  l'article 
de  la  reunion  mt  accompli.     II  ne  prendra, 
a  la  verite,  que  dans  ce  tems-la,  ou  a  la  paix, 
le  caraclere  d'Ambaffadeur ;  mais  il  ne  fera 
pas  plus  de  difficultes  de  reconnoitre  le  Roi 
d'Efpagne,  que  ce  Prince  apparemment  n'en 
fera  de  confentir  a  tout   ce  que  fa  Majeftc 
Tres  Chretienne  a  promis  dans  fon  nom  : 
les  inftruclions  de  ce  Miniftre  ont  ete  par- 
courues   de   nouveau   par   les   Seigneurs  du 
Confeil,  &  je  vous  avoue  qu'il  faut  etre  ex- 
tremement  fubtil,  pour   pouvoir   y    trouver 
quelque  chofe  d'obfcur  ou  d'equivoque. 

Monfieur  Prior  vous  donnera  fatisfaclion 
fur  cet  article,  le  Comte  de  Dartmouth 
ayant  eu  ordre  de  lui  envoyer  les  informations 
neceflaires. 

Vous  me  marquez,  Monfieur,  dans  votre 
lettre  du  8 me  Septembre,  que  les  infidelles 
chez  vous  confervent  encore  quelques  reftc4 
de  leur  incrt;duiitc.     II  en  ell:  de  meme  chez 

nous  ; 
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nous;  &  ces  gens  doivent  etre  bien  endurcis 
dans  le  peche,  qui  ne  fe  laiflcnt  pas  con- 
vertir  a  la  foi  par  taut  de  miracles.  Mais 
continuons,  Monfieur,  a  agir  fur  un  plan 
umforme,  &  a  conferver  de  part  &  d'autr* 
cette  bonne  foi  qui  a  etc  jufques  ici  invio- 
lablement  gardee,  &  nous  viendrons  a  la  fin 
a  bout  de  ces  difciples  de  St.  Thomas. 

Votre  honneur   &  le  mien,  qui  me  font 
cgalement  chcrs,  feront  aufli  egalement  on 
iurete  pendant  que   nous  nous   tiendrons  a 
ce  que  j'ai  eu  la  permif'ion    de    vous   dire 
des  intentions  de  la  Reine,  fur  le  plan  g£. 
aeral  de  la  paix.       \  QU6  vous  fouvienuV 
Monfieur,  que  je  vous  ai  reprefente  que  la 
conduite  de  fa  Majtfte  Tres  CiiRtienne,  a 
Tegard  des   ifltercta  de  fes  allies,  etui .    en 
quelque   facon  determinee  par   la   leur,  que 
lefi  mefures  violentcs  qu'ils  out   prifes   pour 
traverfer  la  negociation,  avoient  eu  ferret  de 
mettre  la  Reine  en  etat  de  faire  la  paix  fans 
attendre  leur  concurrence  ;  que  dans  ce  cas 
la  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne,  leur  dcclareroit 
qu'elle  avoit  figne  le  traite  avec  la  France  & 
TElpagne,  qu'elle    leur  propoferoit  le  plan 
apporte  par  l'Abbe  Gaultier,   comme   celui 
fur   lequel   ils   pouvoient  faire    la  paix,    & 

qu'elle 
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qu'elle  leur  feroit  favoir  que  dorenavailt 
elle  ne  pourroit  agir  que  par  fes  bons  offices, 
comme  Tamie  commune  de  toutes  les  par- 
ties. 

Vous -vous  fouviendrez  anffi,  Monfieur, 
que  j'ai  eu  fhonneur  de  vous  dire,  qu'en  cas 
que  les  Hollandois  particulierement,  ou  autres 
allies,  prifient  le  parti  d'entrer,  devant  la 
conclusion  de  la  paix  de  la  Reine  dans  le  con- 
cert avec  fa  Majefte  Ties  Chretienne,  nous 
aurions  plus  de  mefures  a  garder,  la  com- 
panion du  peuple  chez  nous  feroit  emue,  & 
les  Minillres  de  la  Reine  obliges  a  faire  des 
pas,  que  dans  Fautre  cas  ils  refuferoient 
abfolument  de  faire. 

Voila  ce  que  j'ai  avance  en  France  par 
ordre  de  fa  Majefte,  ce  que  je  repete  aujour- 
d'hui  par  le  meme  ordre,  &  ce  que  vous 
trouverez,   Monfieur,  ponctuellement  fuiyi. 

Les  Plenipotentiaires  du  Roi  paroifTent 
exiger  de  nous  quelque  chofe  de  plus,  quand 
ils  iniiftcnt  que  les  Miniftrcs  de  la  Reine 
propofent  la  tenue  d'une  conference,  dans 
Uquclleon  debutcra,  par  une  propoiition  qui 
paroit  en  quelque  facon  contraire  a  ce  que 
la  Heine  a  dit  clans  fa  harangue,  touchant  la 
barrierc  des  Etats-Gencraux.     II   ne   s'agit 

pas 
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pas  dans  la  difpute  furvenue  entre  vos  Pleni- 
potential  res  &  les  not  res,  de  fa  voir  li  Tour- 
nay  fera  reftituee  an  Roi  ou  non ;  car  pour 
obtenir  cette  place  il  n'efl  pas  neceifaire  que 
vons  commenciez  en  faifant  cette  declaration 
fpecifique.  Mais  il  s'agit  de  lavoir  fi  la 
Reinc  doit  declarer  formellement,  8c  dcs  a 
pre  fen t,  que  Tournay  fera  rendu  a  la  France; 
car  ce  fcroit  declarer  cela,  que  de  confentir 
a  Texpofition  que  Meflieurs  vos  Miniftres 
veulent  donner  a  cet  article  de  la  harangue. 
Pour  ne  pas  trop  groilir  une  lettre  qui  a  deja 
la  mine  de  devenir  un  peu  ennuyeure,  je  me 
remettrai  a  ce  que  Moniieur  Prior  aura  Hion- 
neur  de  vous  expoler  fur  ce  point,  8c  je  me 
contentcrai  de  dire  que  comme  le  tempera- 
ment n'efr.  pas  difficile  a  trouver,  j'efpere  que 
nous  eviterons  toutes  chofes  qui  peuvent 
caufer  de  difpute  entre  les  Miniftres  de  la 
Grande  Bretagne  8c  de  la  France. 

Lc  Comte  de  Dartmouth  envoye  douze 
paffeports  pour  les  vailfeaux  prets  a  partir 
pour  les  Indes  Occidentales,  que  le  Rci 
d'Efpagne  demande,  8c  Moniieur  Prior  vous 
les  remettra  d'abord. 

La  Reine  if a  nulle  objection  au  change* 
ment  qui  s'efl  fait  dans  la  route  du  Cheva- 

Vol.  III.  E  lier; 
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licr ;  refFentiol  eft  qu'on  ne  perde  point  de 
terns  a  lui  procurer  la  furete  requife,  afin  qu'il 
puiife  fortir  hors  dn  royaume. 

Je  me  flatte  que  la  Duchefle  d'Elbeuf  fera. 
©entente  de  ce  que  j'ai  fait  en  vertu  des  or- 
dres  dont  elle  m'a  charge  &  je  vous  prie  de. 
vouloir  bien  lui  faire  tenir  l'inclufe. 

Je  fuis  perfuade  que  vous  me  faites  la 
juftice  de  £roire  que  je  n'ai  rien  neglige  de 
tout  ce  que  je  pouvois  faire  pour  le  fervice 
du  Due  de  St.  Pierre  *.  Jl  fuffit  qu'il  vous 
apparttenne  pour  que  je  fois  devoue  a  fes  in- 
terets,  $z  la  Reine  a  ete  tres  aife  d'avoir  cette 
occafion  de  vous  montrer  fon  eftime  &  foil 
ami  tie  en  donnant  a  fes  Plenipotentiaires 
des  ordrcs  tres  precis  de  feconder  ceux  de 
France  dans  toutes  les  inftances  qu'ils  doivent 
faire  pour  procurer  a  Moniieur  le  Due  la  ia- 
tisfaction  qu'il  demande  avec  tant  de  juftice. 

Exculcz,  s'il  vous  plait,  toutes  les  fautes 

an  by  a  memoir  of  the  Duke,  that  he  had  lent  to 

ibe  lite  Kin;;  of  Spain  800,000  livres,  for  the  defence  of  the 

Milajiefe,  and    tor  which  fum  that  duchy  was  mortgaged  to 

Mm.    Tl  .vc  up  to  him  in  payment  of  the  mortgage 

■rim  ipalityoi  Sabicnette,  with  a  promife  that  in  cafe  it  was' 

taken  from   him,  lie  Would  |  1  equivalent.     In   1707, 

principality   was  taken  from  him,  am!   he  now  urges  his 

claim  upun  the  Empertr  <i>  mortgagtt  >7  the  D./c/.y,  and  requires" 

herniation  in  the  treaty  "I  peace,  but  offers 

to  accept  the  fovcreignty  of  Porto  Longone,  or  the  Marquifate 

of  Varefe  or  Final,  as  an  equivalent. 

d'une 
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d'une  lettre  ecrite  fort  a  la  hate,  &  que  je 
n'ai  pas  eu  le  terns  de  rendre  plus  courte,  &c 
foyez  afiure  que  je  fuis,  &  que  je  ferai  toute 
ma  vie,  avec  une  afFedtion,  permettez  moi 
de  me  fervir  de  l'exprerTion,  tres  ardente, 
&c  une  eftime  tres  parfaite, 

Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

15. 


From  Mr.  Prior*, 
My  Lord, 

I  SEND  this  by  Utrecht,  though  before 
your  Lordfhip  mail  have  received  it,  1  hope 
to  have  your  meffenger  from  England,  with 
your  orders  and  directions ;  him  will  I  dis- 
patch back  again  with  a  more  particular  ac- 
count of  what  I  now  am  or  may  be  charged 
with  ;  this  in  all  cafes  being  only  to  tell  your 
Lordfhip  that  Dagley  juft  now  arrived  here 
(10,  morning)  with  the  ratification  of  the 
fufpenfion,  and  Lord  Dartmouth's  obferva- 
tions   upon  it,  upon  which   1   go   prefeutly 

*  When  Bolingbroke  went  to  France,  he  took  with  him 
Prior,  and  his  under- fecretary,  Hare;  the  former  he  left  at 
Paris  as  a  Plenipotentiary  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

E  2  to 
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to  Fontainbleau,  having  left  fuch  orders 
behind  that  the  mefTenger,  whom  I  expert 
about  Wednefday  (this  being  Sunday)  may 
come  thither  to  me  ;  in  the  mean  time,  what 
I  have  to  fay  to  your  Lordfhip  is,  that  I  have 
vifited  the  Due  d'Aumont,  and,  as  I  ought, 
given  him  the  bed.  advices  and  inftruclions 
for  his  voyage  ;  he  fays,  he  depends  mightily 
upon  your  Lordmip's  correfpondence,  as  to 
his  houfe  and  other  affairs  in  England  ;  and 
I  hope  by  the  courier,  whom  I  expect,  to  be 
inftrucled  in  that  point,  as  in  many  others. 
I  referve  myfelf  to  write  all  I  have  to  fay 
by  the  way  of  England  immediately,  but  by 
every  way  I  write  I  muft  not  omit  that  I 
parted  with  you  with  more  pangs  than  is 
proper  or  poiiiblc  for  me  to  tell  you.  I  have 
performed  all  your  commands  here,  and  ex- 
pect with  pleafure  thoic  I  am  to  perform ; 
being  ever, 

My  Lord,  &c. 

M.   Prior. 

Be  pleated  to  own  to  Lord  Dartmouth 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  in  cafe  this  reaches 
your  Lordfhip  before  1  write  to  him  en 
droiturc. 

From 
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Frvm  Mr.  Prior. 
My  Lord, 

FomainUcau,    {  %g£%\  "  '* 
(The   Meflcnger    docs    not    part    till   to- 
morrow morning.) 
I  HEAR  by  the  exprefs  which  brings  me 
the  letters  of  the  23rd  Auguft — 3rd  Septem- 
ber, that  you  were  fafely  arrived  in  England  , 
I  return  the  lame  meflcnger,  with  my  anfwer 
to  fuch  orders  as  I  have  received  from  Lord 
Dartmouth  ;  upon  which,  for  want  of  time, 
and  Drift  *  to  copy  my  letters,   I  beg  your 
Lordfhip  to   be    referred,    and    d<  our 

favourable  explanation,  iince  in  the  whole  I 
have  (as  I  always  fhall)  followed  your  di- 
rcclon.  As  to  the  term  for  the  ceflation  to 
take  place  in  the  feas  beyond  the  line,  if  there 
be  any  difficulty,  your  Lordihip  will  fee  it 
taken  off  by  the  article  which  Aloniieur  de 
Torcy  has  drawn  up,  the  King  approved, 
and  which  your  Lordfhip  having  figned  (a> 
you  will  find  it  dated  while  you  were  here  J 
and  ratified,  may  be  figned  and  ratified  here 
in  like  manner.  N.B.  You  return  the  infl.ru- 
ment  in  which  Torcy  figns  firft.     I,  uj 

*  Prior's  Secretary, 

E  3  the 
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the  receipt  of  your  inftrument,  fending  back 
theirs  to  you,  the  fign,  I  think,  they  call  the 
fign-manuel  will  be  fufficient  to  both,  fo  Mr. 
Torcy  fays.  I  fend  to  Lord  Dartmouth  the 
ratification  of  the  ceffation,  they  received 
ours  with  great  fatisfaclion  :  I  lent  Dagley 
yefterday  with  the  packet  to  Lord  Peter- 
borough at  Turin. 

Mr.  Torcy  this  morning  told  me,  he  hears 
he  is  gone  to  Vienna  :  Quod  felix  faujiumque 
fit. — I  do  not  queftion  but  he  will  take 
Bender  *  in  his  way  home  f. 

The  young  gentleman:}:  parted  on  Wed- 
nefday  from  Liori ;  he  is  gone  to  Chalon 
(fur  la  Maine)  about  an  equal  diftance  from 
Paris  as  Rheims ;  is  very  melancholy,  but 
much  refigned.      The  Elector  of  Bavaria, 

they  fay,  is  gone  ;  but  he  has  a  little  w 

upon  the  bank  of  the  river,  between  this  and 
Paris,  pour  tuer  k  terns. 

As  I  have  told  you  that  I  have  writ  the 
ferious  bufinefs  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  and  that 
I  expect  every  hour  my  cargo  from  England, 


*   Charles  XII,  King  of  Sweden,  was  then  at  Bender. 

f  This  journey  of  the  Earl  to  Bender  is  meant  tropically, 
alluding  to  his  zeal  and  activity,  which  certainly  boidered 
upon  enthufiafm. 

X  The  Pretender. 

with 
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with  your  commands,  give  me  leave  to  tell 
you,  I  have  performed  thole  which  you  have 
already  given  me  very  faithfully.     Madame 
Croiify  fent  me  the  great    hag    of  money 
which   you  left,  hy    her  intendant,  having 
given  a  Uriel  prohibition  to  her  iervants  not 
to  take  it.     I  made  very  flight  of  it,  as  of  a 
bagatelle  that  lhe  ought  never  to  have  heard 
of;  that  it  did  no  way  belong  to  me,   if  it 
did  I  would  fend  it  to  the  poor  of  the  parifli, 
or  to  ibme  community  whieh  would  make 
more  noife  than  would  pleafe  Monficur  de 
Torcy :   at  la  ft  lie  took  it   back ;  Madame 
Croifly  chid  me  at  my  next  vifit  in  a  friendly 
manner,   and  all   is  right.     As  is  likewife 
your  bounty   to  the    comedians,    in    which 
there  were  likewife    obftacles,  the  Due  de 
Tremes  having   paid    the  loge*\    but   thofe 
too  were  overcome  ;  and  the  Cyd  and  Cli- 
inencf-  thank  you  for  your  generofity. 

I  have  a  thoufand  compliments  to  make 
you  ;  every  night  I  flip  with  M.  de  Torcy,  en 


*  Bolingbroke  was  received  in  France  as  the  Miniiter  of 
peace.  His  reception  at  Court  was  highly  flattering;  and 
upon  entering  the  theatre  the  audience  rofe  up,  to  mark  their 
refpecl  for  his  character,  and  their  attachment  to  the  object  of 
his  miflion. 

f  Two  characters  in  Corneille's  excellent  ti  agedv  of  the 
-Cyd.  ' 


E  4  famille, 
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famille,  Madame  drinks  two  healths  I  have 
taught  her,  a  Harre  &  a  Robin  *  ;  Madame 
Parabart  is  very  proud  of  her  good  fortune, 
and  the  whole  Court  is  pleafed  that  upon 
that  point  Madame  Courciilon's  abfblute 
power  is  retrenched.  Madame  de  Feriolle' s 
memoir  I  mud:  not  forget  \-  (he  has  a  lifter 
that  is  run  away  from  a  nunnery,  and  now 
pleading  the  caufes  of  her  renunciation. 

I  do  no:,  for  I  need  not,  fay  any  thing 
to  you  about  my  own  affairs,  for  by  this 
time  Jaffa  eft  alea  ;  and  I  expect  the  courier, 
who  will  give  me  new  occaiion  of  tefdfyiug 
to   your   Lordmip,    that   I   am,  &e. 

Pray  remember  the  Duke  d'Aumont's 
commifrions  to  you,  and  fend  me  the  article 
and  ratification  back  as  ibon  as  you  can  ;  I 
do  not  explain  farther  to  Lord  Dartmouth, 
concerning  les  mors  Britanniques,  than  that  I 
think  that  point  is  upon  fuch  a  foot,  as  not 
to  be  contefted  hereafter  ;  for  T  told  you  the 
method  by  which  that  was  obtained,  and  in 
a  letter  which  may  be  rt  ad  in  public,  I  would 
not  feem  a  faire  le  negocuitr-.a-  ;  bclidcs,  it  is 

I    Holingbrokc  and  Oxford. 

not 
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not  proper  that  it  mould  be  known,  except 
to  yourfelf  and  Lord  Treafurer,  that  it  was 
gained   by  a  pretty  impudent   artiikc. 

Monfieur  des  Marais  *,  told  me  this  morn* 
ing,  that  they  were  examining  our  articles 
of  commerce,  and  in  two  or  three  days,  he 
fhould  be  able  tw  talk  with  me  on  that  head. 


From  Mr.  Prior. 
My  dear  Lord, 

Fontainblcau,  September  12,  17  12. 

I  HAVE  yours  of  the  27  Auguft,  O.S. 
and  I  have  at  the  fame  time,  one  of  the 
fame  date,  from  Lord  Dartmouth ;  I  beg 
your  Lordfhip  will  confent  to  be  referred 
to  my  letter  to  my  Lord  upon  that  fubjeCt, 
and  I  wifh  it  were  in  my  power  to  procure 
a  more  agreeable  anfwer.  In  the  fulnefs  of 
my  heart,  I  cannot  forbear  faying  to  you 
that  while  I  expected  your  orders,  and  thought 
(as  I  had  reaibn  to  think)  that  this  ncgocia- 
tion,  as  it  was  confirmed  by  you  here,  ought 
to  be  finifhed  by  the  fame  hand  ;  I  receive 
pthcr  directions,  and  for  ought  I  know,  or 

*  Comptroller-general  of  the  Finances. 

can 
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can  perceive,  am  to  go  to  fea  again,  while, 
as  Monfieur  de  Torcy  (if  you  will  take  the 
credit  of  an  enemy)  exprefTes  it,  we  were 
in  the  port. 

You   tell    me    the   difpatches   wrill    come 
from  the  other  office,  and  that  now  and  then, 
I  ihall  have  a  letter  of  friendship  from  you  ; 
if  fo,  my  Lord,  pray  go  to  Buckkbury,  and 
write  to  me  at  Cambridge.     I  own  to  you, 
I  do  not  know  what  all  this  means,  though 
I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  it  to  the  Duke 
de  Beauvilliers,  and  Monfieur  de  Marais,  and 
Monfieur  de  Torcy ;  therefore,  my  dear  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  let  me  have  orders  confonant 
to  what  is   already  done,  and  luch  as  may 
contribute  effectually  to  a  fpeedy  peace  ;  in- 
terell:  yourfelf  in  this  matter,   remembering 
that   every  man  can  deftroy,  but  very  few 
can  build.     As  for  my  own  partj  I  vow  to 
God,  I  care  not  ;   but   1   would'  have   thefe 
people  fee,  that  we  act  unanimoufly,  and  as 
becomes  a  nation  ;   that  our  orders,  and  our 
councils  are  of  a  piece.     They  tell  me,  that 
my  Lord  Lexington  will  acknowledge  him  (Phi- 
lip J  King  of  Spain,  and  the  Indies,  with  an  et 

1  (era,  which,  I  Jitppofe,  are  all  the  titles  he 
either  values  or  de/ires.     I  cite  you  the  very 

words 
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words  of  the  letter  from  Lord  Dartmouth, 
27th  Augufr,  and  defire  you  to  give  me,  as 
well  your  own  as  my  Lord  Trealurer's  lcn- 
timents  about  it  ;  did  an  et  ccztera  ever  ac- 
company any  thing  but  the  lail  letter,  in  the 
four-and-twenty  ?  Pray  fet  us  right,  and  let 
me  have  orders  practicable,  at  the  fame  time 
that  I  expect  power  to  execute  them.  I 
have  endeavoured  to  hinder  the  blund 
committed  in  the  paffes,  by  explaining  n 
delires  in  relation  to  thofe  which  will  be 
given.  Diimeliora  !  But  initead  of  any  thing 
that  may  enlarge  our  commerce,  or  give 
thefe  people  reaion  to  think  we  are  free,  or 
would  be  fo,  as  to  matters  of  trade,  I  am 
only  furnifhed  with  No.  I.  and  No.  II.  co- 
pies of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Generals* 
reports,  that  it  is  not  in  the  Queen's  power 
to  open  the  trade. 

Now  you  have  heard  all  my  grievances, 
pray  help  me,  and  dilpatch  your  orders,  the 
papers,  and  Drift ;  I  think  my  cafe  is  this  : 
I  have  neither  powers,  commiiiion,  title,  in- 
ftrucfions,  appointments,  or  Secretary. 

I  never  faw  any  thing  io  dejected  as  Mon- 

fieur  de  Torcy  is,  that  the  palfports  are  not 

figned  by  Harre  ;  neither  he,  nor  I,  nor  any 

1  man 
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man  elfe,  underftands  why  we  are  to  go  into 
another  channel  now;  in  fhort,  it  is  the  grand 
dance  in  the  rehearfal,  and  we  are  all  out. 

p  RI FJTE. 

JJa'c  cum  dixijjei 
Quterit  calendis  pcnere. 

2-13  September. 

I  iupped  lad:  night,  pro  more  with  the 
family,  and  we  were  all  merry,  except  Mon- 
fieur  de  Torcv,  who  is  really  a  grood  deal 
concerned  and,  faith  !  with  reafon  ;  he  has 
more  enemies  than  I  thought,  and  has  reafon 
to  apprehend  any  mock  in  our  affairs. 

Juft  as  1  have  made  up  my  paquets,  and, 
four  fair e  la  bonne  boucbey  was  going  to  tell 
you,  that  I  am  fincerely  your  iervant  ;  Mon- 
fieur  de  Torcy  has  fent  for  me,  and  by  the 
King's  order,  let  me  take  a  copy  of  Philip's 
letter  to  his  Majefty,  by  which  all  is  agreed 
as  we  or  he  ddire.  His  Majefty's  will  is, 
that  I  mould  take  a  copy  of  it,  being  able  to 
fay,  that  I  law  the  original,  and  that  I  mould 
transfer  that  copy  immediately  to  the  Queen, 
whicfi  I  accordingly  do,  directing  it  to  my 
Lord  Treasurer?  1  repeat  again  to  you  the 
hundred  difficulties  which  will  arrive  upon 
my  uncertain  corfeipondence,  and  as  I  have 

writ 
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writ  on  this  fubjecl  to  Lord  T  re  a  furor,  1  beg 
it   may   be  redreffed ;  fo   does  Monfieur  dc 

Torcy. 


To  Mr.  Prior. 
Dear  Matt, 

Whitehall,  Auguft  29,  17 12. 

I  AM  at  lad  involved  in  the  common 
calamity,  and  have  got  the  fever  upon  rac 
which  almoft  everv  creature  in  this  coun- 
try  has  felt. 

This  mull:  be  my  excufe  to  Madame  de 
Croiffv,  and  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  if  I  <\o 
not  acknowledge  by  letter  the  many  civili- 
ties which  I  received,  and  which  I  preierve 
a  moil  grateful  fenfe  of. 

Drift  ihall  be  haflened  to  you,  and  by  him 
you  mall  have  an  account  of  your  own  af- 
fairs. 

I  write  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht, 
to  infert  in  the  treaty  with  Spain,  the  fame 
acknowledgement  of  our  fucccflion,  as  in 
that  with  France  ;  and  it  will  be  proper  you 
mould  prepare  the  French  M millers  on  this 
head  ;  you  will  mention  it  as  a  point  which 
the  Queen  takes  to  be  of  courfe.  When  we 
3  make 
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make  fuch  a  i^ride  for  Philip,  it  is  not  to  be 
iuppofed,  that  he  can  pretend  to  difpute 
what  his  grandfather  has  fubmitted  to. 
Adieu,  my  head-ache  delivers  you  from  far- 
ther trouble  at  this  time,  but  woe  betide 
vou  when  I  am  well. 

Ever,  dear  Matt,  faithfully  yours, 

BoLING  BROKE. 


To  Mr.  Prior. 

Dear. Matt, 

Whitehall,  September  10th,  17 12. 
I  WAS  equally  furprized  and  vexed  to 
find,  that  by  the  uncouth  way  of  explaining 
the  Queen's  itnfe,  you  had  been  led  to  ima- 
gine, that  it  was  intended  my  Lord  Lexing- 
ton mould  make  any  difficulty  of  feeing  and 
complimenting  the  King  of  Spain,  as  fuch. 
We  fpent  about  three  hours  in  penning 
minutes  yeftcrday  upon  this  head,  which 
was  long  ago  adjuited.  I  fuppofe  the  in- 
{truclions  will  be  at  lad:  clear,  but  my  Lord 
Lexington  having  been  prefent  at  the  de- 
bate, his  underitanding  of  the  matter  will 
make  amends  for  any  dark  ambiguous  ar- 
ticles which  may  be  in  them. 

Dartmouth 
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Dartmouth  is  to  communicate  she  Queen's 
orders  herein  to  you,  that  fo  you  may  be 
able  to  fatisfy  the  French  Ministers,  and 
they  to  prepare  the  Spanifh  Miniflers.  How- 
ever, I  will  venture  to  tell  you  in  few  words 
what  1  underftand  is  to  be  the  meafure  of 
Lord  Lexington's  conduct :  as  foon  as  he 
arrives  at  Madrid,  he  will  notify  his  arrival 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  he  will,  when 
he  fees  this  Minifter,  let  him  know  that  the 
Queen  has  fent  him  thither  to  compliment 
the  King,  in  her  name ;  to  be  a  witnefs  of 
the  feveral  renunciations,  and  other  acts  re- 
quifite  to  complete  the  execution  of  the  ar- 
ticle agreed  upon,  as  neceiTary  to  prevent 
the  union  of  the  two  monarchies;  that  after 
this,  he  is  to  proceed  to  fettle  fuch  matters 
of  commerce,  and  other  affairs,  as  are  for 
the  mutual  interefr.  of  both  nations,  and  to 
take  the  character  of  ambafTador  upon  him. 
My  Lord  will  at  the  fame  time  produce 
his  credentials,  and  give  the  Secretary  a 
copy  of  them,  if  he  defires.  In  this  con- 
ference he  will  farther  take  notice  of  the 
feveral  ceflions  made  by  the  King  of  France, 
in  behalf  of  his  grandibn  to  the  Queen,  and 
will    fpeak    of   them    as   points  which    he 

looks 
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looks  upon  as  concluded.  He  will  likewife' 
give  a  memorial  of  them  in  writing,  figned 
by  himfelf,  to  the  Secretary,  and  expect  from 
him  an  aifent  in  the  King's  name,  in  writing 
alfo,  and  figned  by  the  Secretary. 

This  feems  natural,  civil,  and  unexcep- 
tionable, but  any  other  fcheme  is  abfurd  and 
inconfiflent  with  all  the  reft  of  our  proceed- 


ings. 


For  God's  fake,  dear  Matt,  hide  the  na- 
kednefs  of  thy  country,  and  give  the  bell 
turn  thy  fertile  brain  will  furniih  thee  with, 
to  the  blunders  of  thy  countrymen,  who  are 
not  much  better  politicians  than  the  French 
are  poets. 

I  have  writ  in  great  hade  a  prodigious 
long  letter  to  Moniieur  de  Torcy,  which  I 
believe  he  will  (how  you  ;  but  for  fear  he 
lhould  not,  I  indole  in  this  an  extract  of 
part  of  it,  which  relates  to  a  matter  that  has 
given  Lord  Treaiurcr  and  your  humble  fer- 
vant  no  fmall  trouble  in  cabinet.  The  copy 
of  the  Plenipotentiaries'  dilpatch  of  the  2d 
of  September,  which  1  likewife  fend  you, 
will  (how  you  how  a  difputc,  now  on  foot 
at  Utrecht,  began ;  you  will  obferve  that 
their  Lordihips  are  very  warm  in  it,  and  I 

can 
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can  aflure  you  we  have  thofe  here  who  are 
not  a  jot  cooler. 

The  fblution  of  this  difficulty  muft  come 
from  you,  it  is  a  matter  of  management  and 
appearance,  more  than  iubftance,  and  the 
Court  of  France  mufl  be  lefs  politic  than  I 
think  them  at  any  time,  and  more  unrea- 
fonable  than  I  think  them  at  this  time,  not 
to  come  into  a  temperament  upon  a  mat- 
ter unneceflarily  ftarted.  You  muft  begin 
by  making  Monfieur  de  Torcy  not  only  un- 
derftand,  but  own  he  underftands  the  pro- 
portion, which  I  am  fure  you  may  remem- 
ber I  more  than  once  repeated  to  him,  when 
I  was  in  France,  upon  various  occafions,  and 
which  I  have  again  ihited  as  clearly  as  I 
am  able.  The  Queen  can  never  do  any 
thing  which  mall  look  like  a  direct  reftraint 
on  her  allies  from  demanding  what  they 
judge  neceflary  ;  but  as  long  as  they  a6t  the 
part  which  they  now  do,  me  can  very  juft- 
ly  be  paffive  and  neuter  as  to  their  inte- 
refts ;  and  if  her  peace  be  made  before 
theirs,  which  (he  will  not  delay  for  them, 
me  can,  with  the  fame  juftice,  leave  them 
to  make  their  own  bargain.  This  is  ad- 
vantage enough  for  France,  and  fuch  a  one, 

Vol.  III.  F  fairly 
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fairly  fpcaking,  as  a  year  ago,  they  would 
have  given  more  than  Tournay,  to  have 
been  fure  of. 

They  muft  not,  therefore,  prefs  us  to  go 
farther  than  this,  nor  to  do  any  thing  which 
may  feem  contradictory  to  what  the  Queen 
delivered  from  the  throne  ;  that  fpeech  they 
have  always  owned  as  the  plan  they  fub- 
mitted  to,  and  it  varies  but  little  from  that 
brought  hither  by  Gaultier. 

In  a  word,  the  ufe  which  the  French  will 
make  of  the  unaccountable  obftinacy  of  the 
Dutch  and  the  other  allies,  may,  in  feveral 
refpecls,  and  particularly,  for  ought  I  know, 
in  this  inftance  of  Tournay,  give  them  an 
opportunity  of  faving  and  gaining  more  than 
they  could  have  hoped  for ;  and  the  Queen 
may,  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  contri- 
bute paffivelv  to  this  end,  but  actively  (he 
never  can  in  any  circumftances. 

'I  think,  in  my  own  opinion,  and  I  believe  I 
fpeak  the  Queen's  upon  this  occauon,  that  it 
were  better  the  French  mould,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  treaty,  declare,  that  whatever  they 
intended  to  have  given  the  Dutch,  when 
the  Queen  fpokc  from  the  throne,  their 
conduct  has  been  fuch,  and  the  fituation  of 

affairs 
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affairs  fo  altered,  that  the  King  is  refolved 
to  have  Tournay  reftored  to  him  ;  I  fay, 
I  believe  this  were  better  than  to  expect  that 
we  mould  affent  to  an  expedition  of  the 
Queen's  words,  by  which  her  Majefty  would 
yield  the  town  up. 

Let  the  conferences  begin  as  ibon  as  they 
will,  I  dare  fay  bufmefs  will  not  be  very 
fpeedily  difpatched  in  them  ;  in  the  mean 
time,  we  (hall  go  onto  ripen  every  thing  for 
a  conclution  between  us  and  Savoy,  and 
France  and  Spain,  and  this  is  the  true  point 
of  view  which  the  French  ous;ht  to  have 
before  their  eyes. 

You  will  be  very  fhortly  particularly  and 
fully  inftrucled  to  fettle  the  article  of  North 
America,  and  thofe  points  of  commerce  ftill 
undetermined;  that  done,  the  Minifters  may 
fign  at  Utrecht,  as  foon  as  they  can  hear 
from  Lord  Lexington. 

My  Lord  Dartmouth  writes  to  you  con- 
cerning a  clamour  which  our  merchants 
have  railed,  as  if  under  pretence  of  not  car- 
rying to  Lifbon  or  Barcelona  des  provijions  de 
guerre  ou  de  bouche ;  they  mall  be  debarred 
from  their  ufual  traffic  of  corn  and  fifh, 
which  at  thofe  places,  there  are  great  de- 
F  2  mands 
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mands  for  in  time  of  peace  as  well  as  warT 
and  without  any  confideration  of  the  armies* 
The  difficulty  as  to  Lifbon  feems  to  be  re- 
moved by  the  Portuguefe  fubmitting  to  come 
into  the  fufpenfion  of  arms  ;  and  he  pro- 
pofes  to  you  an  expedient  a3  to  Barcelona, 
but  in  truth  that  war  muft  be  ended  of  courfe 
now,  fince  the  Queen  fupports  it  no  longer, 
and  the  Dutch  are  recalling  their  fleet  from 
the  Straits.  The  Duke  of  Argyle  is  going 
immediately  now  away,  and  the  moment  he 
comes  to  Minorca,  he  draws  to  him  every 
thing  belonging  to  the  Queen  out  of  Ca- 
talonia. The  Imperial  troops  muft,  in  my 
opinion,  that  moment  fubmit,and  compound 
for  tranfportation,  and  when  the  war  is  at 
an  end,  I  think  there  can  bevno  pretence  to 
quarrel  with  us,  for  carrying  our  goods  to 
the  people  of  the  country. 

It  is  now  three  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  I 
have  been  hard  at  work  all  day,  and  am 
not  yet  enough  recovered  to  bear  much  fa- 
tigue; excufc,  therefore,  the  confufednefs 
of  this  long  fcrawl,  which  is  only  from 
Harry  to  Matt,  and  not  from  tjie  Secretary 
to  theMinifter. 

Your  credentials  of  Minifter  Plenipoten- 
5  tiary 
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tiary  will  be  fent  you,  together  with  your 
•full  powers,  by  the  next  boat;  and  before 
Duke  Hamilton  *  goes,  I  will  move  to 
have  you  removed  to  Utrecht,  which  there 
will  be  a  natural  handle  for,  as  foon  as 
you  mail  have  fettled  the  points  of  com- 
merce, and  in  doing  that  have  given  the  lafr 
ftroke  to  the  finiming  the  treaty  with 
France. 

Make  my  compliments  to  Madam  Feriol, 
and  let  her  know  that  I  have,  I  hope,  put 
her  affair  into  a  way  of  being  finifhed  to 
her  fatisfa&ion.  I  have  fpoke  very  earneftly 
to  Maffei,  and  have  ufed  the  proper  argu- 
ments to  him. 

Adieu.  My  pen  is  ready  to  drop  out  of 
my  hand.  Believe  that  no  man  loves  you 
better,  or  is  more  faithfully  your  fervant, 
than  that  fleepy  fellow 

BOLINGBROKE. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  to  tell  you  that  the 
Queen  is  pleafed  to  difcharge  the  Marquis 
de  Tallard's  parole,  which  you  may  affure 
him,  with  my  compliments,  of,  and  give 
him  any  fignirication  neceflary,  in  form. 
*  Appointed  Ambaflador  to  the  Court  of  France. 

F  3  To 
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To  Mr.  Pulteney. 

S  I  R, 

Whitehall,  September  9th,  17 12. 

THIS  private  letter  is  writ  on  the  fubjecr 
concerning  which  you  defire  her  Majefty's 
orders  in  yours  of  the  9th  inftant,  N.S.  and 
thefe  the  Queen  thought  it  more  proper  to 
convey  to  you  by  this  way,  than  by  the  office 
difpatch. 

The  Queen,  you  eafily  imagine,  hears 
with  great  concern  of  the  fteps  which  the 
Kins:  of  Denmark  has  taken  in  favour  of 
his  new  miftrefs  ;  and  as  her  Majefty  cannot 
interpofe  in  matters  of  this  kind,  fo  fhe  will 
not  do  any  thing  which  may  feem  to  coun- 
tenance what  fhe  fo  much,  and  for  fo  many 
reafons  difapprovcs.  You  are,  therefore,  to 
'conduct  yourfelf  as  to  pay  what  is  due  to 
the  title  and  rank  of  the  Duchefs  of  Slei- 
wick  *,  without  making  your  court,  or  ap- 
pearing particular  in  your  application  to  her. 

I  am,   Sir,   &c. 

•   The  Mifircfs  alluded  to. 


To 
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To  the  Lords  Plenipotentiaries. 
My  Lords, 

Whitehall,  September  17th,  17 12. 

I  OBSERVE  fo  many  ways  that  the 
French  are  dcfirous  to  conftrue  what  I  faid, 
whilit  I  was  in  France,  by  the  Queen's  or- 
der, in  another  fenfe  than  it  was  meant, 
or  will  bear,  and  by  confequence  to  carry 
the  Queen  farther  in  her  engagements  to 
them  than  (he  intends  to  go,  that  I  think 
proper  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhips,  by  this 
private  letter,  with  the  propoiition  which 
I  refted  upon,  and  which  as  her  Majefty 
had  before  directed,  lb  ihe  has  fince  ap- 
proved. 

When  Monfieur  de  Torcy  prefled  me  to 
give  him  aflurances  that,  in  confideration  of 
the  concemons  of  the  King,  as  well  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  as  in  other  re- 
fpects,  the  Queen  would  on  her  part  afTiir. 
the  King  to  recover  Tournay  by  the  peace, 
my  anfwer  was,  that  the  Queen's  conduct 
in  this  inftance,  and  in  many  others  with 
regard  to  the  interefts  of  her  allies,  mud  be 
determined  in  good  meafure  by  theirs,  I  mean 
by  that  of  the   allies.     That  if  the  Dutch 

F  4  continued 
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continued  refractory,  and  that,  by  confe- 
quence,  the  Queen  concluded  her  peace 
without  their  concurrence,  for  which  (he 
would  no  longer  wait,  (he  would  then  think 
herfelf  obliged  to  declare  that  (he  had  done 
fo ;  (he  would  lay  before  them  the  plan 
of  France,  as  the  utmoft  which  had  been 
offered,  and  would  let  them  know,  that  for 
the  future  (he  could  employ  nothing  more 
than  her  good  offices,  as  the  common  friend 
of  all  parties ;  but  I  added,  and  very  often 
repeated,  if  the  Dutch  (hould  come  to  their 
fenfes  before  the  conclufion  of  the  peace 
with  the  Queen  and  France^  and  Spain,  and 
fhould  implore  her  Majefty's  afliftance,  and 
fubmit  to  her  meafures,  the  fcene  would 
then  be  altered — the  Queen's  companion, 
the  national  pity  would  be  moved  ;  we  (houl4 
have  more  meafures  to  keep,  and  fhould  be 
obliged  to  act  another  part. 

This  principle  of  action  her  Majefty  (till 
adheres  to ;  and  though  it  be  of  too  nice  a 
nature  to  be  the  fubjecl  of  an  office  dif- 
patch,  yet  I  thought  your  Lordftiips  ought 
not  to  be  ignorant  of  it ;  and  whenever  the 
French  Minifters  affirm  that  we  have  given 

up 
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Up   Tonrnay,  this  communication  will  fur* 
jiifh  your  Lordfhip  with  an  anfwer. 

I  am,  my  Lords,  &c. 

I  have,  unce  my  return  from  France,  re- 
frefhed  Monfieur  de  Torcy's  memory,  and 
ftated  this  matter  to  him  as  I  now  do  to 
your  Lordfliips. 


To  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer. 
S  1  R, 

Whitehall,  September  17  th,  17 12. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  your  letter  of 
the  17th,  N.S.  from  Ghent,  and  have  loft 
no  time  in  putting  your  commands  in  exe- 
cution. The  pals,  in  the  form  you  defired 
it,  was  this  day  given  to  your  fteward,  who 
came  to  the  office,  by  your  order,  for  it. 

Your  journey  to  France  can  certainly  give 
no  offence  to  any  one  here,  and  fure  1  am 
it  will  give  great  fatisfaclion  to  many  there. 
I  (hall  fend  to  Prior  the  good  news,  that  he 
may  loon  have  the  honour  of  feeing  you; 
and,  if  you  approve  of  it,  will  write  the 
fame  to  fome  of  my  friends  of  that  Court, 
who  will  be  proud  to  be  reckoned  yours. 

I  agree 
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I  agree  entirely  with  you,  and  I  think  it  is 
the  opinion  of  every  man  who  ferves  the 
Queen,  that  we  are  now  at  the  favourable 
criiis,  and  that  no  time  ought  to  be  loft  in 
concluding  our  great  work. 

My  Lord  Lexington  is  gone  to  Spain ; 
the  Cortes  are  appointed  to  meet  the  very 
beginning  of  the  next  month  ;  and  I  think 
the  forms  of  the  feveral  acts  necefTary  to 
complete  the  execution  of  the  article  for 
preventing  the  union  of  the  two  monarchies, 
are  fo  well  fettled  and  underftood,  that  in 
very  few  weeks  we  may  receive  here  and 
at  Utrecht  the  exemplifications  of  them  -,  in 
the  mean  while,  all  other  matters  will  be 
jipened,  and  I  fhall  hope  that  two  months 
would  fuffice  to  draw  us  clearly  out  of  a  ruin- 
ous war  and  intricate  negociation. 

I  fhall  add  nothing  to  this  letter,  but  my 
hearty  wifhes  for  your  health  and  prosperity; 
and  my  fincere  ailurances  that 

I  am,  Sir,  &c, 


To 
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To  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  September  17th,  O.S.   17 12. 

I  HAVE  juft  time  to  tell  you,  my  dear 
Lord,  that  I  did,  by  the  Queen's  command, 
let  Monfieur  de  Torcy  know,  that  her  Ma- 
jefty  would  pay  Queen  Mary*  her  jointure. 
I  put  him  out  of  hopes  of  any  confideration 
for  arrears.  Whether  this  Princefs  has  been 
attainted  or  no,  I  cannot  on  my  memory  at 
prefent  fay ;  but  this  was,  you  know,  pro- 
mifed  by  the  late  King,  at  the  peace  of  Ry£- 
wick,  and  is  certainly  juft ;  our  miftrefs 
thinks  it  fo  much  fo,  that  fhe  is  willing  to 
pay  it. 

I  wonder  that  any  Minifter  of  Holland 
mould  have  the  face  to  deny  that  the  States 
interpofed  with  the  Queen  about  ourdomeftic 
affairs,  and  particularly  about  the  dillblution 
of  the  laft  Parliament.    They  did  it  by  their 

*  The  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  1701,  parted  a  bill  for  the 
attainder  of  the  Pretender;  when  it  came  to  the  Lords,  upon 
amendment,  they  included  Queen  Mary  of  Modena,  acting 
as  regent.  This  was  excepted  againft  by  the  Commons;  it 
was  propofed  that  Mary's  attainder  ihould  constitute  a  feparate 
bill,  this  wai  afiented  to,  and  the  Pretender's  attainder  parted. 
The  Lords  agreed  to  the  bill  for  attainting  the  Queen,  but  jt 
was  neglefted  in  the  Commons.  Her  jointure,  50,0001.  as 
fettled  at  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  was  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

refolutioa 
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refolution  of  the  3d  of  July,  17 10,  which 
Vryberge  at  an  audience,  read  to  the  Queen. 
This  was  refented,  even  in  thofe  days,  though 
not  in  the  manner  it  ought  to  have  been; 
and  my  Lord  Townihend  was  ordered  to 
take  notice  of  it  as  a  very  extraordinary 
ftep,  and  what  the  Queen  hoped  the  States 
would  not  venture  upon  a  fecond  time. 
The  truth  is,  what  had  been  laid  by  Mr. 
Boyle  *  to  their  Minifter,  gave  but  too  much 
encouragement  to  people  as  forward  to  be 
meddling. 

When  there  are  feven  Commiflioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  the  falaries  are  of  ioool.  a 
year,  but  the  Firft  Commiffioner  has  ufually 
had,  by  particular  warrant,  an  increafe  to 
his.  Adieu,  my  dear  Lord,  for  ever  in- 
violably, 

Your  faithful 
B. 


To  Mr.  Prior. 

September  19th. 
THE  Queen's  indifpofition  has  hindered 
the  doing  almofl  of  any  bufinefs  this  week, 

*  Then  Secretary  of  State. 

but, 
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but,  I  thank  God,  me  is  now  perfectly  re- 
covered. She  had  fome  flight  feverifh  im- 
preffion;  however  flight  it  was,  you  eanly 
imagine  our  concern.  Indeed,  there  is  hardly 
an  inftance  of  any  one  life  to  be  found  in 
fr.ory  fo  important  as  her  Majefty's. 

Lord  Treafurer   promifes    that  Hiberian 
Gilligan  and  Britim  Drift  (hall  be  difpatched 
on  Monday,  and   I   dare  fay,   he  intends  it. 
You  will  find  inclofed  fuch  advices  as  we  firffc 
received,  and  which  nothing  has  come  fince 
to  contradict,   of  the   invaiion  of  our  Lee- 
ward  Iflands   by  the   French.     This,    dear 
Matt,  proves  a  very  untoward  contretems.     It 
gives  a  theme  to  the  Whigs,  and   ferves  to 
awaken   paflions  which  were   almofr.   lulled 
afleep.     We  expected  that  CaiTart's  fquadron 
might  be  gone  to  the  coafr.  of  Brazil,  or  to 
Surinam,  but  we  never  imagined  that  our 
Colonies  would  have  been  attacked  by  him, 
at  a  time  when  we  were  knitting  the  bands 
of  friendship  between  the  two  nations,  with 
all  poflible  induftry ;  could  this  ill  opinion  of 
our  new  friends  have  entered  into  our  heads, 
"I  do  aflure  you  he  mould  have  been  accom- 
panied  by   a   fleet  of  the   Queen's,  which 
would  have  kept  him  in  refpect. 

In 
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In  the  letter  which  1  intend  to  write  to 
Monfieur  de  Torcy  when  Drift  goes,  this 
point  will  be  mentioned,  and  I  am  fure 
we  ouo;ht  to  avail  ourfelves  of  it. 

Compare  this  conduct  with  that  of  the 
Queen ;  the  moment  that  I  read  her  letter 
from  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  by  which  it  appear- 
ed that  the  King  of  France  would  oblige  his 
orrandfon  to  accept  the  alternative  of  quit- 
tine  one  of  the  two  monarchies,  her  orders 
were  difpatched  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  to 
engage  in  neither  liege  nor  battle,  and  fhe 
prevented  the  French  even  from  making 
the  demand.  I  will  not  fay  that  this  order 
faved  their  army  from  being  beat,  but  I 
think  in  my  confcience  it  did.  In  a  word, 
we  depended  fo  much  upon  the  good  undcr- 
ftanding  which  we  thought  eftablifhed,  and 
we  were  fo  earneft.  tc,  prevent  any  thing, 
which  might  break  in  upon  it,  that  we 
not  only  avoided  to  fortify  our  fquadrons 
abroad,  as  we  might  have  done,  but  we  alio 
neglected  to  put  in  execution  fome  deiigns 
which  would  have  annoyed  both  French  and 
Spaniards,  perhaps  more  than  any  that  have 
been  effected  during  the  courfe  of  this  war. 

I  fuppofe  Lord  Dartmouth  has  told  you 

that 
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that  two  frigates  are  ordered  to  Toulon,  to 
attend  the  Duke  of  Argyle  from  thence  to 
Minorca.  I  believe  you  will  think  proper  to 
take  fome  notice  of  this  to  Memeurs  de 
Torcy  and  Pontchartrain  *,  and  prevent  any 
mefentendu. 

The  letters  you  forwarded  to  me,  with 
yours  of  the  20th,  were  not  very  material, 
but  your  care  was  equally  obliging. 

Adieu,  make  my  compliments  every 
where,  and  believe  me  entirely  and  faith- 
fully yours, 

BoLINGBROKE. 


To  Mr.  Hi/If . 
Dear  Sir, 

Whitehall,  September  19th,  17 12. 

I  MADE  my  compliments  to  you  ibme 
days  ago  upon  your  recovery,  and  do  again 
allure  you,  that  no  friend  you  have  could 
feel  a  more  fenfible  pain,  whilft  we  thought 
you  in  danger,  nor  fenfible  pleafure  when  we 
heard  you  was  out  of  it. 

As  to  your  journey  hither,  you  will  know, 
before  this  can  reach  you,  that  her  Majefty 

*  Minifter  of  the  Marine. 

f  Then  commanding  officer  at  Dunkirk. 

4  gives 
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gives  you  leave  to  come.  The  eldeft  officer 
muft  command,  I  fuppofe,  during  your  ab- 
fence,  and  you  will,  no  doubt,  take  care  to 
fettle  every  thing  for  the  good  order  of  that 
place,  with  the  French  Intendant,  and  other 
officers,  before  your  departure. 

I  am  forry  that  what  relates  to  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  the  garrifon,  is  not  entirely 
fmifhed.  It  is  no  fault  of  mine,  but  on  the 
contrary,  perhaps,  I  have  been  too  imperti- 
nently folicitous  about  it ;  but  when  you 
are  here  that  matter  will  quickly  receive  its 
decifion. 

Dear  John,  for  ever  your  affectionate,  &c. 


A  Monfieur  le  Due  cTAumont. 
De  Whitehall,  ce  26me,  Septcmbre,  17 12,  V.S. 

IL  n'y  a,  Monfieur,  que  votre  arrivee  a 
notre  cour,  qui  puiffe  me  donner  un  plus 
grand  plaifir  que  celui  que  j'ai  fenti  en  re- 
cevant  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait  l'hon- 
neur  de  m'ecrire,  le  2  7 me  du  mois  paffe. 

Lcs  circonftances  du  terns,  les  commif- 
fions  dont  j'ctois  chargees,  la  politeffe  de  la 
nation,  &  lurtout  la  bonte  du  Roi,  con- 
tribuoient  a  me  procurer  les  honneurs  que 
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j'ai  recu,  &  que  je  n'oublierai  jamais,  pen- 
dant le  court  fcjour  que  j'ai  fait  en  France. 
Mais,  Monfieur,  de  trouver  que  vous  voulez 
bien  conferver  pour  moi  des  fentimens  d'a- 
mitie,  &  que  meme  a  cette  diftance  vous  me 
comblez  de  vos  faveurs,  c'eft,  je  vous  l'avoue, 
tout  ce  qui  me  pouvoit  arriver  de  plus  flat- 
teur. 

Monfieur  de  Torcy  me  mande  que  vous 
partirez  dans  peu;  je  vous  attends  avec  im- 
patience, &  j'oie  vous  promettre  que  ii  vous 
ne  trouvez  pas  chez  nous  l'habilite  des  mi- 
niftres,  ni  la  magnificence  de  la  Cour  de 
France,  vous  trouverez,  au  moins,  beaucoup 
de  droiture  dans  les  negociations,  &  vous 
gouterez  des  plaifirs,  qui,  ians  faire  un  grand 
bruit,  ne  laillent  pas  d'etre  fort  feniibles. 

Je  iiiis,  mon  cher  Due,  plus  que  perfonnt 

au  monde,  votre,  &c. 

B. 


De  Monfieur  de  Torcy \ 

A  Verfliilles,  le  I'jme  Septembre,  1712. 

LA  nouvelle  de  votre  maladie,  Monfieur, 
inquietoit  beaucoup  tous  ceux  a  qui  vous 
avez  permis  ici  de  fe  croire  du  nombre  de 

Vol.  III.  G  voa 
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vos  amis,  &  comme  je  me  flatte,  peut-etre 
plus  que  peribnne,  j'etois  auffi  plus  alarme, 
&  plus  afflige,  de  ne  point  recevoir  de  vds 
lettres.  On  peut  laiiTer  ion  coeur  loin  de 
foi,  &  conlerver  fa  fante.  La  votre  eft 
necefTaire  au  public  &  a  l'honneur  de  ceux 
qui  combattent  contre  les  infidelles ;  tant 
de  raifons  vous  perliiaderoient,  Monileur,  de 
l'interet  feniible  que  je  prends  a  ia  conferva- 
tion,quand  meme  vous  pourriez  croire  qu'ay- 
ant  eu  l'honneur  de  vous  connoitre,  je  puifle 
etre  indifferent  a  tout  ce  qui  vous  regarde. 

Je  le  ferois  au  bon  fucces  de  l'affaire  que 
nous  traitons,  fi  je  n'avois  craint  le  change- 
ment  de  la  correfpondance  ordinaire.  Je 
DC  cachois  pas  ma  peine  a  Monfieur  Prior, 
loriqu'il  m'apprit,  il  y  a  deja  quelques  jours, 

"il  recevroit  dcibrmais  les  ordrcs  de  la 
Remepar  d'autres  que  par  vous.  Les  meil- 
leures  intentions  changent  beaucoup  fuivant 
la  maniere  dont  cllus  lont  expliquees,  & 
quclque   refpecl   que  j'ai  pour  le  choix   de 

Majeftc    JJrirarmique,    pardonnez,   Mon- 
fieur, ii  je  vous  dis  franchement,  qu'avant 

tte  le  plaffir  de  traiter  avec  vous,  on  doit 
mc  pardoi  e   vous  pn'ferer   a  d'autresr 

Mi  Vuus  mc  raffurez  en  m'appre- 

nant 
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nant  que  notre  commerce  ne  fera  point  in- 
terrompu,  &  je  compte  abfolument  fur  cette 
ouverture  de  coeur,  dont  il  me  femble  que 
je  repondrois  autant  fur  l'experience  que 
j'en  ai  faite,  que  fur  la  promeife  que  vous 
m'eri  renouvellez.  Veritablement,  je  n'en 
aurois  pas  etc  garant  envers  les  Dames  h" 
vous  eurTicz  fait  ici  un  plus  long  fejour. 
Comme  il  a  fuffit  pour  vous  faire  voir  ce 
que  je  penfe,  c'eft  a  vous,  Monfieur,  que  je 
me  rapporte  pour  juger  de  la  iincerite  &  de 
l'extreme  defir  que  j'ai  d'aplanir  toutes  les 
difficultes  lorfqu'il  n'aura  pas  etc  polfible  de 
les  prevenin 

II  eft  vrai  que  j*en  apprehendois  une  tres 
confiderable  du  cote  de  l'Efpagne,  lorfque 
Monfieur  Prior  m'expliqua,  pendant  les  der- 
niers  jours  du  fejour  du  Roi  a  Fontainbleau, 
les  ordres  donnes  a  Monfieur  de  Lexington. 
Je  ne  puis  croire  que  les  intentions  de  la 
Reine  euiTent  ete  mal  expliquees,  mais 
comme  j'ctois  perfuade  que  fa  Majefte  Bri- 
;annique  changeroit  une  refolution  qui  me 
paroiflbit  oppoice  aux  demarches  qu'elle  a 
iaites  jufqu'a  prefent,  je  pris  heureufement 
le  parti  de  ne  pas  ecrire  un  mot  en  Efpagne 
de  1' incident  que  les  lettres  ecrites  a  Mon- 

G  2  fieur 
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fieur  Prior  me  donnoient  lieu  de  craindre  ; 
ainfi,  Monfieur,  cette  mauvaife  interpreta- 
tion n'aura  produit  aucun  inconvenient,  &  le 
mal  eft  leger  puifqu'il  fe  reduit  a  Tinquietude 
qu'elle  m'a  caufe. 

Les  ordres  que  la  Reine  donne  a  Monfieur 
le  Comte  de  Lexington  *,  font  conformes  a 
ce  que  vous  me  fait  l'honneur  de  me  dire. 
II  fera  bien  recu  en  Efpagne,  &  le  Roi  Ca- 
tholique  ifoublie  rien  pour  avancer  raccom- 
pliflement  de  tout  ce  que  le  Roi  a  promis  en 
fonnom.  Ainfi,  Monfieur,  j'efperequ'il  n'y 
aura  point  de  terns  perdu.  Je  l'apprehen- 
dois  lorfque  Monfieur  Prior  m'a  fait  part 
des  obfervations  faites  a  Oxford-j-,  fur  le  pro- 
jet  de  la  renonciation.  11  me  fembloit  que 
c'etoit  vouloir  dire  en  differents  termes  cc 
que  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  declare  bien  claire- 
ment  dans  1'acle  dont  je  vous  ai  remis  la  co- 
pie.  II  y  avoit  meme  une  enumeration  de 
nos  Princes  du  fang,  qu'il  etoit  d'une  grande 
conicquence  pour  la  France  de  ne  pas  ad- 
mettrc.     J'cn  avois  parle  a  Monfieur  Prior, 

*  This  is  a  miftake  of  Torcy,  he  was  only  Baron  Lexing- 
ton. 

f  This  relates  to  the  confultation  of  Civilians  at  Oxford, 
the  inheritance  of  the  French  and  Spaini/h  nio- 
unchies. 

mais 
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mais  Monfieur  de  Lexington  etant  parti,  je 
juge,  Monfieur,  que  ces  obfervations  n'au- 
ront  pas  ete  inferees  dans  Ton  inftruciion,  & 
je  m'en  rejouis,  car  il  eft  a  croire  que  l'ori- 
ginal  du  Roi  d'Efpagne  eft  prcfcntement 
en  chemin,  que  le  Roi  le  recevra  dans  peu 
de  jours,  &  je  vous  avoue  queje  regrettcrois 
fort  les  momens  que  Ton  perdroit  pour  le 
renvover,  &  pour  en  demand- r  mi  autre  q 
ne  contiendroit  pas  de  chief.  -  plus  f 
plus  nettes  que  celle  qu'il  rent 

L'Abbe  Gaultier  ne   ire  pardonneroit  pas 
ces  delais  inutiles,  car  il  preffc  viveraent  de 
finir,  &  peu  s'en  faut  qu'il  ne  nf impute  le 
retardement  de  la  negotiation.  S'il  falloit  me 
julliher,  je  vous  ferois  voir,  &  vous  convi 
driez  aiiement,  Monfieur,  que  le  Roi  a  fait 
toute  la  diligence   qui   dependoit  de  lui,  &: 
qu'elle  a  etc  fecondee  par  ie  Roi  d'Efpagne 
au  dela  meme  de  ce  qu'on  pouvoit  en  eipe. 
Mais  je  crois  que  l'x\bbe  eft  anime  par  fon 
zele,    cSc   peut-etre  par  la  crainte  de  quit 
Londres,  &  de  venir  encore  ici  avant  i'entiere 
conclulion  des  affaires. 

Vous  me   rappdez,  mot  a  mot,  le  projet 
que    vous   m'avcz   com 
comme  la  regie  que  nous  aurions  a  fui\ 

G  3  pour 
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pour  les  conduire  a  leur  perfection.  Si  jc 
vous  ai  fupplie  de  me  le  repeter,  n'en  accufez 
pas  ma  memoire  qui  a  ete  fidelle,  prenez* 
vous  en  feulement  a  ceux  qui  doutent,  & 
dont  Tinquietude  ebranleroit  quelquefois  la 
foi  des  plus  fermes  ;  une  avance  indifcrette 
&  artificieufe  de  la  part  de  la  Holiande  rap- 
pelle  la  premiere  incredulite,  alors  il  faut  des 
armes  telles  que  le  font  celles  que  vous  me 
fourniflez  pour  reduire  dans  les  termes  de 
votre  projet  les  demarches  qui  font  a  faire. 

C'eft  pour  fuivre  ce  me  me  plan  que  le 
Roi  ne  prefTe  pas  le  renouvellement  des  con- 
ferences d'Utrecht,  &  que  fa  Majefte  a  de- 
mande  une  fatisfaction  un  peu  forte  de  cet 
ivrogne  de  Rechteren.  II  me  femble  que 
c'eft  auffi  le  moyen  de  fortifier  indirecle- 
ment  les  Hollandois  dans  leur  endurciffe- 
ment,  &  d'empecher  qu'ils  n'entrent,  avant 
la  conclufion  d'une  paix  particuliere,  dans  les 
mefures  que  le  Roi  &  la  Rcine  ont  concer- 
tces.  Ainfi  vos  peuples  s'animefit  d'avanr 
tage  contre  Topiniatrete  d'une  republique 
orgueilloufe,  qui  n'obierve  plus  rncme  le 
droit  (!  a  l'6gard  des  Miniftfes  qui  trai- 

fent  la  paix  chez  elle,  &   de  cette  maniere 

4.  Uf-US 
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nous  avancons  tous  les  jours  vers  le  but  que 
nous  nous  fommes  propoies. 

Comme  il  paroit  cependant,  fuivant  ce  que 
Monfieur  Prior  m'a  dit  depuis  l'arrivee  du 
dernier  courier,  que  la  Reine  croit  qu'il  eft 
a  propos  de  renouer  les  conferences  d'Utrecht, 
&  comme  vous  marquez,  Moniieur,  par 
votre  lettre,  qu'il  eft  bon  de  trouver  un 
temperament  pour  terminer  toute  difpute 
entre  les  Plenipotentiaires  du  Roi  &  CCUX 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne ;  fa  Majefte  confent 
d'ordonner  a  ies  Miniftres  a  Utrecht  de  faire 
a  ceux  de  la  Reine  la  declaration  dont  je 
vous  envoie  la  copie.  Je  crois  que  e'eft  le 
meilleur  temperament  qu'il  v  ait  a  prendre, 
pour  garder,  auili  long-tems  qu'il  lera  ne- 
ceftaire,  le  fecret  des  intentions  de  la  Reine; 
&  en  meme-tems  pour  aiTurer  que  la  paix 
fera  traitee  fur  le  plan  que  le  Roi  envoya 
a  Londres,  au  mois  d'Avril  dernier. 

Si  la  Majefte  Britannique,  croit  a  propos 
de  renouer  les  conferences  d'Utrecht,  il  eft 
necellaire  qu'elle  informe  Meflieurs  les  Ple- 
nipotentiaires de  les  intentions,  for  la  decla- 
ration que  je  vous  envove.  Ceux  du  Roi 
agiront  de  concert  avec  eux  far  ce  fujet. 
Mais  avant  que  de  faire  aucune  demarche, 

G  4  il 
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il  faut  neceffairement  que  les  Etats-Gene- 
raux  donnent  fatisfacrion  fur  1'arTaire  de 
Rechteren, 

Le  Roi  a  toujourscompte,  qifils  auroient 
peine  de  la  dormer  auffi  forte  que  fa  Ma- 
jeite  l'a  demandee  ;  il  ne  convieut  pas  ce- 
pendant  qu'elle  s'en  defifte,  parce  que  cer- 
tainement  lcs  ennemis  de  la  paix  en  tire- 
roient  avanta^e.  Mais  le  Roi  donnera  vo- 
lontiers  a  ia  confideration  de  la  Reine,  une 
partie  de  la  reparation  que  fa  Majefte  avoit 
demandee,  etant  bien  perfuadee,  que  fa  Ma- 
jefte  Britannique,  aura  les  egards  qu'il  con- 
vient  a  l'orlenfe  &  au  marque  du  refpecl 
qu'une  Republique  comme  celle  d'Hollande 
doit  au  Roi. 

J'attends,  Monfieur,  paf  le  premier  cou- 
rier, les  douze  palleports  que  vous  m'an- 
noncez  pour  les  vailfeaux  que  le  Roi  d'Ef- 
pagne  veut  envoycr  aux  hides,  &  je  vous 
en  remercic  par  avance. 

Ce  fcroit  allonger  ma  lettre,  &  vous  cn- 
nuvcr  inutilemontj  quo  de  vous  c'crire  fur 
tous  les  points  que  ROUS  avons  traite,  Mon- 
fieur Prior  &  n:i  i,  &  dont  il  vous  rendra 
comptc  ;  je  1  li I  ai  communique  un  avis  que 
•  it,  ;m  fuJQt  du  l'-'jour  que  le  Chevalier 

doit 
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doit  faire  hors  du  royaume ;  vous  favez  que 
c'eft  par  le  moyen  de  la  Reine  qu'il  doit 
recevoir  les  furetcs  qu'il  attend,  eiles  lui  lont 
abfolument  neceflaircs,  car  il  ei\  certain  que 
les  partis  ennemis  font  tous  les  jours  aux 
portes  de  la  ville  ou  il  doit  aller. 

J'ai  aufli  averti  Monfieur  Prior  des  oifres 
fecretes  qui  lont  faites  a  l'Electeur  de  B 
viere.     Vous  favez,  eur,  a  quel  point 

le  Roi  s'interefle  aux  avantagesde  ce  Prince, 
&  je  fuis  periuade  que  vous  avez  rendu 
compte  a  la  Reine  de  la  maniere  dont  le  Roi 
vous  en  parla  encore,  lorique  vous  prites 
conge  de  fa  Majefte  ;  Tafrliclion  de  TElectcur 
a  etc  grande  loriqu'il  n'a  plus  eu  lieu  de 
douter  de  la  disposition  de  la  Skile,  &  les 
inrtances,  depuis  votre  depart,  en  out  ete 
plusvives.  Commc  il  efpere  toujours  que  la 
Reine  ne  lui  (era  pas  contraire,  qu'il  croit 
meme  que  fa  Majefte  iera  bien  aife  de  con- 
tribuer  a  ies  avantages,  il  iouhaite  qu'elle 
foit  informee  de  ce  qu'il  deraande  pour  le 
dedommager,  autant  que  les  conjonctures 
prefentes  le  peuvent  pcrmettre,  de  la  ccifion 
du  Haut  Palatinat,  ^  de  celic  de  fon  droit 
fur  la  partie  la  plus  coniiderable  des   Pays- 

Bas. 
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Bas.     Je   vous    envoie   Monfieur,  le  projet 
qu'il  en  a  dreffe. 

J'ai  envoye  a  Madame  la  DnchefTe  d'El- 
beuf,  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait  l'hon- 
neur  de  m'adrefler  pour  elle.  Comme  elle 
eft  malade,  affez  coniiderablement,  je  ne 
compte  pas  d'avoir  dereponfe  avant  le  de- 
part du  courier. 

11  me  refte,  Monfieur,  a  vous  remercier 
des  marques  fenfibles  que  vous  avez  bicn 
voulu  me  donner  de  votre  amitie,  en  parlant 
a  la  Reine  des  interets  de  Monfieur  le  Due 
de  St,  Pierre  ;  il  doit  tout  attendre  d'une  pro- 
tection aum*  puiflante,  &  pour  moi,  Mon- 
fieur, je  connois  que  je  tiens  de  vous  les 
marques  de  bonte  dont  vous  mViTurcz  de 
la  part  de  fa  Majefte  Britannique,  &  que 
je  voudrois  pouvoir  meriter  par  le  profond 
refpect  que  j'ai  pour  elle. 

Vous  m'apprencz  a  fairc  des  excufes 
d'une  aufli  longue  lettre,  &  quoique  ce  foil 
avec  plus  de  raifon  de  ma  part  que  de  la 
votre,.  je  vous  afluro  que  je  me  fuis  peu  ap- 
j.crcu  de  ce  defaut  en  vous  e'erivant,  &  que 
le  terns  m'a  paife  ii  \hc  que  je  crois  encore 
ma  lettre  courte.  Je  fouhaiterok  qifcllc 
VI-'.  le  parut  aufli,  <5c   je  vous   fupplie   cic 

lire 
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lire  fans  impatience  les  proteftations  tres  fin- 
ceres  que  je  vous  fais  d'etre  avec  un  attache- 
ment  tres  veritable  &  tres  conftant,  Mon- 
fieur,  votre,  &c? 

De  Torcy. 

Monfieur  le  Due  d'Aumont  prefTe  vive- 
meat  les  ouvriers  de  Paris,  pour  etre  plu- 
tot  en  etat  de  vous  aller  voir.  C'eft  le  feul 
avantage  que  je  lui  envie. 

Je  me  lervirai  une  autrefois  de  la  permif- 
fion  que  vous  m'avez  donne  de  vous  ecrire 
d'une  autre  main.  Je  ne  fais  fi  la  Reine 
a  parle  au  Baron  de  Forftner  au  fujet  du  fe- 
jour  du  Chevalier  a  Bar  ? 


A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
Monsieur, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  26mc  Scptembre,  V.S.  17 12. 
LE  dernier  courier  ayant  etc  oblige   dc 
refter  quelques  jours  a    Calais  par  des  vents 
contraires  je  n'ai  rccu  que  hier  rhonneur  de 
votre  lettre  du  2  7me,  N.S. 

La  Reine  eft  au  Chateau  de  Windfor, 
ainfi  je  ne  la  pourrai  voir  que  demain,  de 
forte  qu'il  faut  que  je  renvoie  a  la  femaine 

prochainc 
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prochaine  ce  que  j'aurai  l'honneur  de  vous 
dire  par  fon  ordre,  mais  en  attendant  je  n'ai 
pas  voulu  manquer  de  profiter  de  la  pofte  de 
ce  foir,  pous  vous  remercier  de  toutes  vos 
bontes,  &  pour  vous  renouveller  les  aflur- 
ances  d'une  amitie  inviolable  &  eternelle. 

Les  inftruclions  de  Monlieur  de  Lexing- 
ton, font  certainement  conformes  a  ce  que 
je  vous  ai  dit,  &  les  intentions  de  fa  Ma- 
jefte  n'ont  jamais  varie  fur  cet  article. 
Quoique  l'Efpagne,  aufli-bien  que  la  France, 
foient  dans  le  departement  de  l'autre  fecre- 
taire,  j'ai  pourtant,  a  la  requifition  de  ce 
Miniftre  avant  fon  depart,  parcouru  avec 
lui  tous  les  ordres  qu'il  avoit  recu,  &  je 
crois  pouvoir  vous  affurer  qu'il  etoit  en  quit- 
tant  la  cour  au  fait  de  toutes  chofes,  &  dans 
des  fentimens  tels  que  vous  l'auriez  iouhaite. 
II  eft  vrai  que  les  obfervations  fajtes  par  les 
jurifconfultes  ont  ete  mifes  a  la  marge  du 
projet  dc  l'acle  de  renonciation  qu'on  lui 
avoit  remis,  Sc  celle  fur  laquelle  Moniieur 
Lcxington  doit  principalement  appuycr,  eft 
remuneration  des  Princes  du  fang  de  France. 

Je  voudrois  dc  tout  mon  cceur,  qu'on  n'eut 
pmais  confultc  avec  ces  avocats  chicaneurs, 
&.  pour  autant  que  je  fuis  capable  dejuger, 

les 
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les  claufes  qui  ont  ete  drehees  en  Efpagne 
font  aufli  fortes  &  aufii  ntttes  que  celles 
que  ces  Meffieurs  fouhaitent  d'inierer.  Mais 
je  vous  avoue  en  meme-tems  que  je  ne  com- 
prends  pas  trop  les  objections  contre  cette 
enumeration,  comme  je  les  trouve  i 
pliquees  dans  la  depcche  de  Monrteur  Prior 
au  Comte  de  Dartmouth.  II  eft  certain 
que  dans  un  acte  qui  fait  le  fondement  de  la 
paix,  &  qui  doit  conlerver  la  tranqulllite  de 
1'Europe,  dans  les  iiecles  a  venir,  il  eft 
beaucoup  plus  pardon nable  d'admettre  des 
expreflions  inutiles,  que  de  negliger  le  moin- 
dre  mot  qui  puilfe  ou  eclaircir  ou  conrirmer. 

Je  me  rejouis  de  ce  que  les  armes  que  je 
vous  ai  fournis  vous  ayent  ete  utiles  ;  je 
m'etonne  feulement  que  vous  en  ayez  eu 
befoin. 

II  me  femble  que  Meiiieurs  vos  infidelles 
doivent  avoir  bien  mauvaife  grace,  quand  ils 
s'oppoient  a  un  Miniftre  qui  feul,  &  fans 
leur  participation,  a  conduit  les  chofes  a  un 
point  qu'ils  n'olbient  efpcrer  il  y  a  quelque 
terns. 

Je  croyois  les  pafTeports  que  le  Roi  d'Ef- 
pagne  a  demandes  pour  les  vaifeaux  qui 
vont  aux  Indes,  deja  a  Madrid,  mais  on  vient 

de 
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de  me  dire,  que  le  Sieur  Gilligan,  Com- 
miffaire  que  la  Reine  envoie  en  Efpague 
pour  les  affaires  de  commerce,  en  a  ete 
charge;  il  partira  au  premier  jour,  &  j'ef- 
pere  que  ce  delai  ne  fera  d'aucun  preju- 
dice. 

Puifque  je  parle  des  Indes,  vous  voulez 
bien,  Monfieur,  que  je  vous  dife  naivement, 
que  rinvation  de  nos  colonies  par  un  efcadre 
de  vos  vaiiTeaux  eft  un  contretems  qui  fait 
plus  de  mal  que  le  butin  que  vous  en  rap- 
porterez  ne  vous  fera  de  bien. 

On  a  deja  parle  au  Miniftre  de  Loraine 
touchant  la  furete  du  Chevalier,  &  il  en  a 
ecrit  a  ion  maitre.  Je  ne  manquerai  pas 
Dimanche  prochaine  de  lui  demander  quelle 
reponfe  il  a  eu. 

Par  le  Secretaire  de  Monfieur  Prior,  j'au- 
rai  Thonneur  de  vous  ecrire  Lundi  ou  Mardi 
prochaine.     Je  fuis,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

B. 


From  Mr.  Prior. 
My  Lord, 

Verfiulles,  i7-28th  September,  17 12. 
GIVE  me  leave   to  thank,  you  from  my 
foul  for  your  explicit,  friendly,  long  letter, 

of 
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of  the  10th,  O.S.  as  Monfieur  de  Torcy 
does  for  that  which  accompanied  it ;  I  was 
fo  well  directed  by  the  lights  you  held  out, 
that  we  have  avoided  two  moals,  upon 
which,  without  any  figure,  we  were  very 
likely  to  have  run  :  that  of  alterations  and 
additions  to  be  made  to  the  inftrument  of 
renunciation,  and  Dr.  Henchman's*  opi- 
nion, upon  which  Monfieur  de  Torcy  and  I 
were  'fending  and  proving,  repliquing  and 
rejoining,  four  days,  d  be  praifed !  all 

over,  by  Lord  Lexington's  going  into  Spain, 
and  this  Court  being  entirely  fatished  in  the 
mllrudions  which  he  will  receive,  and  the 
good  lenie  with  which  he  will  execute  them: 
in  the  main,  you  and  I  know,  that  th 
people  mean  the  renunciation  ihould  be  as 
itrong  as  we  can  aik  it  j  and  every  man 
knows  that  our  advantage  coniiils  in  the 
quick  execution  of  it.  Your  letter  upon 
this  head  laved  me  from  the  politic  grip- 
ings  which  are  lefs  tolerable  than  thole  I 
had  at  the  fame  time  from  a  cholera  morbus, 
which  I  hope  is  going  off;  as  to  the  other 
point,  that  of  our  being  at  a  full  flop  at 
Utrecht,  you  will  fee  I  prefume,  by  MoQr 

*  The  Civilian. 

fieur 
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ileur  de  Torcy's  letter,  that  I  comprehend- 
ed, and  made  him  comprehend  that  I  did 
fb,  the  ground  upon  which  her  Majefty 
would  ftand,  and  the  utmofl  that  France 
ought  to  expect  from  her,  in  relation  to  the 
barrier  for  the  Dutch,  or  any  other  part  of 
her  fpeech.  I  repeated  to  him,  that  I  was 
left  here  to  defend  this  principle,  and  to  in- 
culcate this  doctrine,  which  you  had  plant- 
ed, and  that  he  muft  help  us  in  this  point, 
or  any  other  of  the  like  nature  that  may 
arife  :  upon  the  whole,  he  drew  up  the  fub- 
ftance  of  what  he  fends  you,  and  having 
mowed  it  to  the  King,  fends  it  as  an  in- 
struction to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Utrecht,  which  I  hope  has  effectually  brought 
us  off,  and  let  the  conferences  there  jn 
foot  again,  in  the  manner  vou  defired. 

The  referring  the  affair  of  Rechteren,  and 
the  fatisfaction  which  he  thereupon  mall 
Lave,  to  the  Queen's  arbitrage,  was  a  point 
with  which  I  very  cafily  elofed  ;  iincc  be- 
fides  that  it  gives  her  Majefty  a  Angular  ho- 
nour, it  furnifhes  her  likewife  with  an  op- 
portunity of  reitraining  or  forwarding  the 
conferences  as  {he  plcates. 

I  refer  you  to  my  letter  to  Lord   Dart- 
mouth, 
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mouth,  for  all  mercantile  andfhip  news,  de- 
firing  you  to  adjufl  with  him,  and  fend  me 
your  refolution  upon  the  points  which  Mon- 
fieur  Ponchartrain  has  writ  to  Monfieur  de 
Torcy,  and  I  have  tranfmitted  to  England. 

The  Dutch   mod  certainly  are  fearching 
a  peace  more  than  ever,  by  the  means  of  the 
Eleclor  of  Bavaria,   to  whom  they   would 
have  the  Low  Countries  afligned  ;  upon  a 
fuppolition  that,  in  that  cafe,  he  would  un- 
derftand  the  word   barriere  in  another  fenfo 
than  they  think  the  Emperor   will   under- 
Hand    it,  and  leave  them   in    the  full    and 
eternal  poifeffion   of  the  towns  where  they 
now   are  ;  by  which  means,   yen  fee,  they 
will  expound  dependencies,  chatelenies,  and 
reunions,  as  well  as  other  people.     The  two 
things  viiible  in  thefe  tentative*  of  our  good 
allies  are,  their  reftlefs  defire  of  extending; 
their  frtnttiret  and  their  utter  hatred  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  their  old  matters   of  Au- 
itria.     The  ufe  (you  will  fee  by  what  Mon- 
fieur de  Torcy  lends  you)  that  Bavaria  makes 
of  this  is,    that,   telling  it    to  France  that 
they  may  tranfmit  it  to  England,  that  Prince 
may  make  himfelf   as    much    merit   as  he 
can  to  engage  her  Majefty  to  help  him  in 
the  enfuing  treatv  of  peace. 
Vol.  III.  H 
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As  to  the  Chevalier,  he  expects  that  we' 
fhould  furnifh  him  with  pafTports  from  the 
Emperor ;  though,  by  the  way,  not  one 
thing  that  young  man  can  do,  nor  one  word 
he  can  fay,  but  will  be  told  by  Lorrain*  to 
the  Emperor,  and  from  that  Court  will  be 
communicated  to  the  Whigs  in  England,  to 
which  pray  have  an  eye. 

I  am  fure  Moniieur  de  Torcy  preffes  you 
to  refume  your  correfpondence  with  us ;  it 
is  little  for  me  to  fay,  after  him,  how  much 
the  fervice  muft  fuffer,  and  how  many  in- 
cidents muft  needs  arife  from  its  being  ei- 
ther put  into  a  new  channel,  or  divided 
into  two  ;  but — Ich  dien. 

I  hope  that  beaft  Drift  is  on  his  jour- 
ney ;  what  detains  him,  I  rather  wonder 
than  guefs,  fince,  by  your  kindnefs  to  me, 
the  powers  and  inftru&ions  which  he  brings 
muft  have' been  ready  fome  clays.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  thank  you  for  your  great  frie'nd- 
(hipto  me  any  other  ways,  than  by  alluring 
you  I  will  always  ftudy  to  defcrve  it.    Adieu. 

I  am,  eternally,  your  Lordmip's,  &c. 

M.  Prior. 

*  Meaning  the  Duke. 

I  hope 
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I  hope  Madame  Calandrine  is  fafely  ar- 
rived at  London  -,  I  need  not  fay  that  I  ferved 
her  as  far  as  I  could,  and  eredted  myfelf 
before  my  time  into  a  Minifter,  gave  her 
paffports  and  orders  accordingly,  which  you 
mult  pardon. 

I  jufr.  now  hear  that  Monfieur  Voifin*  has 
given  the  King  an  account  that  our  garrifon 
at  Dunkirk  is  very  fickly,  occafioned  by  our 
foldicrs  eating  cucumbers,  and  other  fuch 
train. 

I  hear  nothing  from  Utrecht,  but  from 
my  friends  here ;  pray  let  them  write  to 
me.  Monfieur  de  Torcy  has  given  du 
Quefne's  and  Wyn's  cafe  to  Monfieur  Pont- 
chartrain,  to  whom  you  know  I  cannot  yet 
addrefs  myfelf;  and  as  foon  as  I  can  I  will 
folicit  them.  Having  heard  nothing  from 
him,  I  judge  that  the  part  of  your  letter  to 
him  which  takes  it  for  granted  that  mar- 
chands  may  reciprocally,  during  the  iiifpen- 
lion,  go  and  come  freely  in  and  out  of  any 
part  of  Britain  or  France,  is  mutually 
agreed  on. 

I  have  font  paffports  480, 

*  War-fecretarr. 

H  2  From 
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From  Mr.  Prior. 
My  dear  Lord. 

Paris,  September  20th,  N.S.  17 12* 

I  FORWARD  a  letter  from  Mr.  Che- 
twynd,  at  Genoa,  to  Lord  Dartmouth  ;   I 
fend  him  likewife  the]  copy  of  one  writ  by 
Monfieur    Pontchartrain,    to    Monfieur    de- 
Torcy,  the  fubftance  of  which  I  have  already 
writ  to  Lord  Dartmouth  at  large  by  the  lair, 
exprefs,  and  daily  expecl:  his  orders   upon 
the   whole.     But  all  things  from  England 
being  uncertain,  I  venture  this  by  way  of 
Dunkirk,  and  hope  it  will  come  fafe.    What 
I  trouble  you  with,  is*  you  fee,  a  parcel  of 
letters  which  have  been  brought  hither,  and 
were  left  during  my  writing  from  Fohtain- 
bleau  ;    they   are,1   I   believe,    of  no    great 
worth,  and  might  have  ftaid  on  this  fide  for 
ever  ;  indeed  they  had  like  to  have  done  fo, 
for  your  friend  Matt  has,  for  fifty  hours  pall, 
had  a   trouffe-galante  dans  toutes  les  formes -, 
and  I  was  of  opinion   that  I  was  going  ad 
Pa/imedem,    ad  U/yJfem,   &  Heroas.     I  have 
changed    that   opinion   thefe   twelve    hours 
pa  ft,  and  1  hope  to   live  with  Lord  Trea- 
furer  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  are  e'en 

as 
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as  good  company.    Why  do  not  I  hear  from 
you  all  ? 

I  am  fo  weak  I  can  hardly  hold  my  pen, 
to  tell  you,  that  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Lord, 

Your's,  &c. 

M.  Prior. 

Your's  of  the  29th  deferves  a  more  par- 
ticular acknowledgment  than  my  prefent  in- 
diipofition  permits  me  to  give  you.  I  hope 
you  are  perfectly  recovered,  which,  I  aflure 
you,  will  be  as  grateful  news  as  I  can  pof- 
fibly  hear.  Adieu,  my  Lord.  I  am  ill,  and 
in  great  pain,  but  I  think  the  word  is  paft. 


From  Mr.  Prior. 
My  Lord, 

Verfailles,  September  19-30^,  1712. 
THE  inclofed  I  received  to-day,  from 
Monfieur  de  Torcy  ;  by  it  your  Lordihip 
will  fee  (what  1  am  very  glad  of)  that  our 
Commander-in-chief  received  your  Lord- 
fhip's  orders  writ  from  hence,  fo  that  our 
duplicates  are  fuperfliious,  and  the  Duke  of 
Argyle  will  find  matters  on  that  fide  adjufted 
as  they  mould  be. 

H  3  I  Tend 
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1  fend  this  by  the  way  of  Dunkirk.  I  ex- 
pect "every  day  to  hear  from  you,  and  as  I 
have  writ  a  great  deal  to  you,  two  days 
fince,  by  Hay  ward,  I  believe  I  mail  have  as 
much  more  to  write  to  you,  as  foon  as  1  fhall 
have  received  an  exprefs  and  Drift  from 
England,  both  which  I  daily  expect. 

The  King  goes  to  Ramboiiillet  to  the 
Count  de  Thouloufe*,  on  Monday,  flays 
there  all  the  next  week.  I  flay  here  till 
the  Court  goes,  that  I  may  lofe  no  time  in 
imparting  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy  what  I  may 
from  you. 

I  am  ever,  with  great  friendfhip, 
Your  Lordmip's,  &c. 
M.  Prior. 

The  King  told  me  yefterday  at  his  dinner, 
that  he  was  glad  to  lee  me  fo  well  recovered. 
Can  I  die  ?  and  after  all  is  it  not  dans  k 
grand? 


f  *  Legitimated  fon  of  Louis  XIV,  by  Madame  de  Monte-, 
fpan,  and  Grand  Admiral  of  France. 
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To   Mr.  Prior. 
Dear  Matt, 

Whitehall,  September  26th,  O.S.  171-2. 

BOTH  your  letters  of  the  17th,  with  the 
paquet  inclofed,  came  to  my  hands  yefterday, 
and  I  once  more  heartily  congratulate  your 
recovery. 

I  thought  it  was  proper  to  keep  Drift 
three  days,  that  he  might  take  your  powers, 
and  other  neceirary  papers  along  with  him  ; 
but  I  confefs  I  do  not  lee  what  occalion 
there  was  to  keep  him  three  weeks,  that  he 
might  take  Gilligan  along  with  him,  who 
is  able  to  find  his  way  by  himfelf.  Thus, 
however,  the  cafe  (lands,  and  I  cannot  help 
it.  I  believe  they  will  let  forward  next 
week  without  fail. 

I  perceive  by  your  letter  to  Dartmouth, 
and  by  Monfieur  de  Torcy's  to  me,  that 
the  fingle  point  to  which  the  French  object 
very  ftrongly,  in  the  amendments  prepared 
by  Dr.  Henchman,  to  the  act  of  Philip's 
renunciation,  is  the  enumeration  of  the 
princes  of  the  blood  in  France.  For  my 
own  part,  I  have  all  along  deipiied  the  wil- 
dom  of  thefe   civilians,    and  thought  their 

H  4.  caution 
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caution  chicane,  but  others  have  not  been 
of  my  mind.  However,  I  own  my  weak- 
nefs,  and  confefs  that  I  cannot  find  any  force 
in  the  French  realoning  deduced  in  your 
difpatch  to  my  brother  Secretary. 

Firff.,  becaufe  Philip  is  not  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  act  to  be  looked  upon  abitxactedly 
as  King  of  Spain,  but  is  to  be  considered  as 
a  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  France,  and  very 
nearly  allied  to  the  crown  of  that  kingdom. 

Secondly,  becaufe  when  Philip  excludes 
himfelf  and  his  children  (if  this  exclufion 
iigi lines  any  thing)  the  Duke  of  Berry  and 
his  fbns,  and  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  his 
ions,  have  in  them  that  very  right  which 
was  in  him,  each  in  his  turn,  after  the 
Dauphin,  and  therefore  no  new  right  is  fo 
much  as  pretended  to  be  created  ;  but  that 
which  really  (ubfifts  is  particularly  fpecified. 

Thirdly,  becaufe  in  the  agreement  for  a 
fufpenf  on  of  arms  in  Flanders,  this  devolu- 
tion to  the  Dukes  of  Berry  and  Orleans 
is  in  the  fame  manner  mentioned ;  and, 
which  is  (fill  more  appoiite,  it  is,  in  the 
Queen's  fpcech,  (poke  of  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, and  the  French  have  been  parties  to 
i   and  never  objected  to  the  other. 

Fourthly. 
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Fourthly,  becaufe  Monfieur  de  Torcy 
agrees  that  Philip  (hall  fay  that  he  confents 
quon  re  garde  ce  droit  com  me  paffe  &  tranfmis 
a  celui  qui  fe  pourra  trouver  plus  prccbe  en 
degre  immediat  apres  le  Roi,  &c. 

Now  who  are  en  degre  immediat  apres  U 
Rot\  but  the  Dauphin  and  the  two  Dukes 
above- mentioned  ;  and  why  may  they  not  be 
fpecifically  named,  as  well  as  included  in 
general  words  ?  I  wim,  with  all  mv  heart, 
the  amendment  had  never  been  propofed  ; 
but  on  the  other  hand,  France  mud  take 
care  not  to  create  a  fufpicion  that  they  de- 
fign  to  evade  this  renunciation,  as  they  have 
done  former  acls  of  the   fame  fort. 

I  think  the  inftrucnons  fent  to  the  French 
Minifters  at  Utrecht,  will  get , over  the  rub 
which  lay  in  our  way,  and  you  do  extremely 
right  to  keep  the  French  to  the  principle 
eftablifhed. 

By  the  working  of  the  Dutch,  I  am  apt  to 
think  we  mail  foon  hear  them  fpeak  another 
language.  As  to  their  treaty  with  Bavaria, 
it  is  an  intelligence  of  a  very  extraordinary 
nature,  but  not  unlikely.  I  do  not  fee  how 
any  meafure  which  they  may  take  of  this 
fort,  can  hurt  the  Queen  ;   on  the  contrary, 

I  think 
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I  think  I  fee  how  me  may  improve  it  to  her 
advantage  :  but  you  know  we  can  fpeak  no 
language  but  this,  that  all  the  Low  Coun- 
tries are  to  go  to  the  Emperor,  fubject.  to  the 
barrier  of  Holland. 

Pray  give  the  inclofed  to  Madame  de 
Feriol,  with  many  compliments.  A  dure 
Madame  de  Torcy,  that  fhe  wrongs  an  ho- 
neft  heart,  and  that  Harry  is  incapable  of 
forgetting  her,  or  his  obligations  to  her. 

The  garrifon  and  town  of  Dunkirk  have 
been  extreme  fickly,  but,  with  Monfieur  de 
Voifin's  leave,  it  is  not  to  be  attributed  to 
the  traih  which  our  fbldiers  eat,  who  live  at 
leaft  as  well  as  theirs ;  the  poor  devils  found 
the  diftemper,  and  did  not  bring  it  there. 

Monfieur  de  Pontchartrain  is  fatisfled  upon 
his  queries,  and  I  tranfmit  to  you  two  cafes, 
which  I  complain  of  to  him. 

Adieu,  ever  your  faithful, 

BoLlNGBROKE, 

Prift  /hall  bring  you  another  cpiftlc. 


lo 
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To  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  September  26,  O.S.  1712. 

~-TE  letters  of  the  4th  of  October,  N.S. 
came  this  morning  to  our  hands,  and  al- 
though I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  give  an 
anfwer  to  the  difpatches  of  bufinefs,  till  J 
have  laid  them  before  the  Queen,  yet  I  mull 
net  let  uie  poft  of  to-night  go  away  with* 
out  carrying  your  Lordfhip  my  fincere  ac- 
knowledgments, and  hearty  thanks  for  your 
private  letter  of  the  fame  date. 

I  know  very  well  how  impoflible  it  is  to 
act  an  honeft  and  refolute  part,  efpecially  in 
fuch  times  and  fuch  circumftances  as  ours, 
without  creating  multitudes  of  enemies.  This 
I  am  therefore  prepared  for,  and  I  proteft 
to  you,  that  the  approbation  of  one  man 
like  yourfelf,  gives  me  more  inward  fatif- 
faction,  than  the  clamour  of  a  whole  fac- 
tion gives  me  difturbance, 

I  own  my  ignorance  naturally ;  either  I 
never  knew,  or  it  has  dipt  out  of  my  me- 
mory, that  King  James's  widow  was  at- 
tainted. 

Your  affairs  (hall  be  taken  all  due  cafe 

of, 
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of,  and  mv  own  concerns  will  never  fit  fb 
near  my  heart,  as  thofe  of  fo  honourable  and 
kind  a  friend. 

We  received  letters  yefterday  from  Ver- 
failles  ;  mine  from  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  are 
of  the  27th  September,  N.S.  wherein  he 
agrees  to  the  manner  in  which  I  ftated  the 
Queen's  meaiiires  with  refpecl:  to  her  allies  ; 
fays,  he  had  not  forgot  that  I  told  literally 
the  fame  thing  at  Fontainbleau,  but  that  he 
was  defirous  to  have  it  ftated  again  by  me, 
that  he  might  arm  himfelf  againfr.  fuch  of 
his  own  court  as  are  capricious  and  diftruft- 
ful. 

This  point  being  fettled,  I  think,  my 
Lord,  our  road  is  ftraight  and  clear  before 
us.  If  the  Dutch  do  come  heartily  into  the 
meafures  of  peace,  and  fix  realbnable  terms 
to  conclude  upon,  we  mull:  join  with  them, 
as  France  is  prepared  to  expect.  If  they 
continue  cither  obflinate  or  uncertain,  we 
muft  proceed  and  finifh  our  work  without 
ftayihg  for  their  concurrence,  as  France  has 
been  promifcd.  But,  my  Lord,  above  all 
things,  take  care  that  they  be  explicit  and 
particular.  Nothing  is  more  dclirable,  than 
that  bur  peace  and  theirs,  mould  be  made 
*  at 
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at  the  fame  time ;  but  nothing  is  more  fatal 
than  that  they  mould  affect  to  repent,  with- 
out doing  it  in  earneft,  fpin  out  the  nego- 
ciation,  and  hurt  us  more  by  an  appearance 
of  fubmiffion,  than  they  can  do  by  open  and 
direct  oppofition. 

The  Elector  of  Bavaria  pretends  to  have 
had  overtures  from  the  States ;  and  you  will 
find,  by  my  other  difpatch,  ftill  hopes  to  keep 
part  of  the  Spanim  Netherlands,  notwith- 
ilanding  the  pofitive  refufal  which,  in  the 
Queen's  name,  I  gave  to  that  demand  when 
I  was  in  France. 

Your  I^ordfliip  will  pleafe  to  communi- 
cate thefe  particulars  to  my  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  and  to  believe  me,  with  much  refpect, 

Yours,  &c. 


To  Lord  Lexington. 
My  Lord, 

Windfor  Caftle,  September  30,  17 12. 
1  CANNOT  neglect  the  opportunity, 
which  the  departure  of  Mr.  Gilligan  gives 
me,  of  writing  to  your  Lordmip,  as  well  to 
recommend  myfelf  to  the  continuance  of 
your  favour,  as'this  gentlemen  to  your  protec- 
tion. 
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tion.  He  is  fo  perfecl  a  matter  of  the  Spa* 
nim  trade,  in  all  its  parts,  and  has  fo  many 
habitudes,  efpecially  among  the  mercantile 
people  in  that  country,  that  I  hope  his  en- 
deavours will  extremely  contribute  to .  the 
fettling  of  our  interefts  in  Spain  and  the 
Weil:  Indies,  on  a  much  better  foot  than 
they  have  ever  been. 

I  trouble  your  Lordfhip   on  no  head  of 
bufinefs,  imagining  that  this  would  only  be 
to  repeat  what  you  will  be  informed  of  from 
'  the  other  office. 

By  our  laft  accounts  from  France,  we  hear 
that  they  expected  Philip's  renunciation 
might  be  actually  on  the  road.  This  ap- 
pears like  great  forwardnefs  to  conclude, 
and  I  hope  the  fame  fpirit  will  fhow  itfelf 
in  every  other  part  of  the  negociation.  Your 
Lordfhip  will  be  glad  to  hear,  as  I  take  it 
for  granted  you  have  by  this  time,  from 
Lord  Dartmouth,  that  if  this  act  fhould  have 
been  difpatched,  you  are  not  to  infifh  to  have 
the  whole  overhauled  again,  which  would 
lofe  a  considerable  time,  for  the  fake  of  that 
amendment  of  the  Civilians,  wherein  the 
Princes  of  the  Bourbon  line  are  fpecilically 
enumerated,  nor  for  any  other  of  the  mar- 
ginal 
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ginal  notes.  If  the  a<5t  is  not  palled,  I  fup- 
pofe  you  will  find  no  great  difficulty  in  pre- 
vailing to  add  any  thing  which  may  feem  to 
ftrengthen  a  renunciation  which  it  is  fo  much 
the  interefr.  of  Spain  to  have  made  good. 

I  have  nothing  farther  to  add,  but  my 
hearty  wifhes  for  your  Lordfhip's  health, 
pleafure,  and  fucceis,  and  my  earneft  de- 
fire  that  you  would  honour  me  with  your 
commands  whenever  you  think  I  can  be  of 
uie  to  you,  and  my  iincere  alTurances  that 
I  am,  your  Lordthip's,  &C 


To  Mr.  Prior. 
S  I  R, 

Windfor-Caftle,  29th  September,  O.S.  17 12.. 

I  WRIT  to  you  at  the  dole  of  lad:  week 

not  very  fully  inflrucled,  but  this  difpatch 

will  be  of  more  confequence,  and  I  believe, 

before  you  come  to  the  end  of  it,  you  will 

obferve  that  we  are  now  at  the  crifis  of  our 

negociation,    and   that  the  future  peace  of 

Europe  does  very  much  depend  on  the  mea- 

fures  which  the  Queen  (hall  think  fit  to  take. 

When,  in  order  to  keep  my  word  with  you, 

I  take  upon  me    to  explain   any   thing  in 

4  which 
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which  I  apprehend  there  may  be  any  mil- 
take,  you  muft  forgive  me  if  I  am  too  par- 
ticular in  fpeaking  to  fome  points,  which 
you  may,  perhaps,  receive  in  a  very  clear 
light  from  the  other  office. 

A  clerk  of  the  council  was  ordered  to  at- 
tend laft  night  at  the  Cabinet,  with  a  decla- 
ration drawn  by  the  Attorney-general,  and 
intended  to  have  been  published  for  the  re- 
leafe  of  all  French  and  Spanim  prifoners, 
whether  taken  at  fea  or  land;  but  upon  com- 
paring this  draught  with  that  which  was 
fent  from  France,  the  Queen  found  the  lat- 
ter to  be  confined  to  foldiers  only,  and  to 
fuch  a  degree  that  it  even  fpecifies  the  par- 
ticular forts. 

This  made  it  imporrible  for  her  Majefty 
to  declare  a  general  releafe  of  all  French 
prifoners  whatfoever;  at  the  fame  time,  me 
was  unwilling  to  make  a  diftiji&ioft  in  fo 
formal  a  manner,  between  the  fea  and  land 
prifoners,  wherein  the  principal  care  would 
have  appeared  to  be  taken  of  the  latter 
befides,  her  Majefty  looked  upon  it  to  be  as 
much  the  ihtcreft  of  France  as  hers,  that 
the  pnfon  doors  fhould  be  reciprocally  fet 

open, 
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open,  and  all  prisoners,  except  hoftages,  be 
at  once  reftored  to  their  liberty. 

Thefe  conliderations  determined  her  Ma- 
jefty  not  to  publiih  any  declaration  at  all. 

But,  in  the  mean  time,  her  orders  1. 
been  given  for  the  relcale  of  all  French,  and 
will  be  extended  to  Spaniards  I  ,th  the 

relcrve    abovementioned.       She    makes    no 
doubt  but  that  the  i  will  re&ify  what 

teems  to  have  been  oi.'  (lake,  and  in 

that  confidence  (lie  takes  this  meafure,  and 
depends  on  you  to  have  the  matter  fet  right* 

I  came  from  London  on  Saturday,  and 
the  Duke  of  Argvle,  as  1  fuppoie,  let  out 
yefterday  ;  you  mull:  without  doubt  have  al- 
ready heard  of  his  Grace's  coming  towards 
you,  and  will  fnortlv  fee  him,  I  take  it 
that  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  bufineis,  which 
he  has  at  the  Court  of  France,  is,  to  con- 
cert with  the  King's  minuter*  the  manner 
in  which  the  Imperial  troops  are  to  evacuate 
Catalonia  ;  and  I  believe  upon  this  occaiion, 
it  is  necefiary  that  I  lhould  fay  fomething 
to  you  of  the  Queen's  views  and  apprehen- 
fions,  and  of  ibme  iteps  which  ihe  has  made 
relating  to  this  affair. 

Her  MajehVs  defign  is  to  put  an  end  to 
Vol.  III.  I  the 
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the  war  in  that  country,  and  as  me  with- 
draws herfelf  from  it,  fo  fhe  will,  accord- 
ing to  her  promifes,  affift  in  retranfporting 
the  German  troops  from  thence.  Her  ap- 
prehenfions  are  of  two  forts  :  flrft,  me  is 
afraid  (though  that  fear  is  a  kinder  thing 
than  the  conduct  of  the  Imperial  Court 
deierves  at  her  hands)  that  they  may  opt- 
niatre  a  miilaken  fcheme  of  politics  to  their 
ruin.  They  have,  you  know,  been  all  this 
year  pouring  troops  into  Spain,  fondly  ima- 
gining to  make  it,  by  keeping  an  army 
there,  worth  the  while  of  Philip  and  his 
grandfather,  to  give  them  fome  equivalent 
for    withdrawing    themfelves     out    of    it. 

o 

Whereas  we  have  all  along  judged  that  as 
long  as  the  Germans  difagreed  with  her 
Majefty,  luch  a  project  was  very  chimerical, 
that  they  would  meet  with  the  common 
fate  of  bullies,  and  be  kicked  out  of  doors  ; 
In  fhort,  that  the  moment  the  Queen  ceafed 
to  a<51  he rielf,  and  to  fupport  them,  the  fend- 
ing troops  thither,  was  only  multiplying  of 
hoftages,  and  that  inftead  of  gaining  any 
this  abandoning  the  country,  they  mult 

be  glad  at  laft  to  compound  for  liberty  to 
quit  it  with  fafety. 

Another 
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Another  apprehenfion  the  Queen  has,  is 
the  ufe  which  the  Emperor  may  make  of 
this  body  of  troops  when  they  come  from 
Catalonia.  He  is  already  enough  inclined  to 
quarrel  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  the 
wind  which  he  has  got  of  the  intended  dii- 
|>ofition  of  Sicily  to  that  Prince,  will  be 
apt  to  blow  the  cOals.  How  practicable  it 
may  be  for  him  to  make  any  attempt  on  that 
kingdom,  I  am  not  able  to  fay  ;  but  there  is 
ground  enough  to  fear  that  he  may  attack 
his  Royal  Highnefs  in  Lombardy.  I  men- 
tion nothing  of  anv  enterprize  which  may 
be  expecled  from  the  Emperor  againft  the 
Venetians,  Florence,  or  any  other  State  of 
Italy,  fincc  thefe  are  not  fo  immediately  our 
concern   as  the  former  iuppofitions. 

In  thefe  views,  and  under  thefe  apprehen- 
sions, the  fteps  which  her  Majefty  has  taken 
are  thefe  :  firft,  fhe  propofed  to  the  Imperial 
Minifters  at  Utrecht,  the  withdrawing  in 
time  the  Emprefs  and  the  German  forces 
out  of  Catalonia,  and  when  thefe  Minifters 
received  the  propofition  with  an  air  truly 
Auftrian,  her  Plenipotentiaries  reprefented 
to  them  in  very  plain  terms,  that  they  are 
not  in  a  condition  of  bargaining,  and  that 

I  2  if 
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if  they  do  not  come  to  a  prudent  refolu- 
tion  very  fpeedily,  they  may  chance  to  pay 
dear  for  their  folly. 

In  order  to  illuftrate  this  matter  the  bet- 
ter, and  to  enable  you  to  make  the  French 
minifters  enter  rightly  into  the  Queen's 
fenfe,  I  fend  you  extracts  of  my  nrft  letter 
to  her  Plenipotentiaries  on  this  fubject,  of 
their  anfwer  to  me,  and  of  my  reply  to 
them. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  will  propofe  upon 
this  head,  that  if  the  Germans  are  willing 
to  evacuate  Catalonia,  till  fuch  time  as  they 
have  an  opportunity  of  doing  it,  which  can- 
not be  immediately,  the  Spaniards  fhall  not 
moleft  them. 

By  my  laft  difpatch,  you  fee  what  my  opi- 
nion was  of  the  objections  made  by  the 
French  minifters  to  the  amendments  offered 
by  Dr.  Henchman  for  the  form  of  Philip's 
renunciation,  wherein  the  Princes  of  the 
Blood  of  France  are  enumerated.  I  am 
now  to  tell  you,  that  when  this  point  was 
debated  laft  night  before  the  Queen,  I  found 
all  the  Lords  concurred  with  me ;  and  fame 
ot"  them  inclined  to  think  the  amendment 

irt  neceflary,  on  account  of  the  earneft- 

nefs 
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nefs  mown  by  the  French  Court  to  have  it 
omitted.  However,  having  obferved  iu 
Monfieur  de  Torcy's  letter  to  me  of  the 
27th  inftant,  this  exprerlion,  car  il  eft  a 
croire  que  I'adie  original  du  Roi  d'Efpagne 
eft  prijentement  en  chemin.,  que  le  Roi  le  re- 
cevra  en  peu  de  jours,  &c. — I  moved,  and 
with  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  prevailed,  to 
have  a  private  inftruction  lent  to  Lord  Lex- 
ington, that  in  cafe  the  act  was  palled,  he 
mould  not  infift  to  have  the  whole  over- haul- 
ed for  the  fake  of  this  alteration  ;  otherwiie, 
that  he  mould  endeavour  to  have  it  iniert- 
ed.lt  was  however  the  fenfe  of  the  coun- 
cil, that  even  fubmitting  to  this  expedient 
mould  not  be  communicated  to  the  Mini- 
sters of  France. 

Having   at    laft    e;ot    Mr.    Gillio-an's    in- 
to o  o 

lrrucfions,  and  his  other  papers  diipatced, 
J  take  it  for  granted,  that  he  fets  out  to- 
morrow, with  Drift,  for  Paris.  I  have  order- 
ed the  boat  to  flay  for  them  at  Dover,  and  I 
fend  thefe  packets  to  London,  to  go  by  their 
conveyance.  As  Mr.  Gilligan  is  a  man  of  a 
good  deal  of  merit  in  his  ipherc,  and  is  em- 
ployed by  the  Queen  in  an  affair  of  the  ut 
moil  importance,  as  well  as  to  the  reputa- 

I  3  tiou 
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tion  of  her  Minifiers,  as  to  the  prefent  and 
future  advantages  of  her  kingdoms,  I  make 
no  doubt  but  that  during  his  iliort  flay  at 
Paris,  he  will  have  all  the  countenance, 
fupport,  information,  and  recommendation, 
which  you  can  give  him. 

Your  friend  Drift  brings  your  letters  of 
credence,  and  your  powers,  and  thefe  will 
foon  be  followed  by  a  fcheme  of  the  loweft 
expedient  which  we  can  admit  of  upon  the 
fubject  of  North  America,  and  upon  thofe 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  which 
are  ftill  in  difpute  between  us  and  France. 
My  notion  is,  that  we  lofe  no  time,  by  de- 
laying to  confer  with  the  French  Minifters 
upon  thefe  heads  :  the  matter  is  already  ex- 
tremely trite  ;  we  are  both  well  apprized 
of  our  refpective  interefts,  and  neither  fide, 
has  much  reafon  to  hope  to  outreach  the 
other.  Debating  would,  therefore,  be  of 
little  ufe ;  we  ought  rather  to  reduce  our 
demands  as  low  as  the  expectations  of  our 
trading  people  will  allow  us,  and  then  pro- 
pole  them  to  the  French  as  ib  many  ulti- 
mata ;  who  will  then  have  their  choice,  ei- 
ther to  accept  them  to  It  cure  the  peace,  or 
\o  i  cfuib  them  ut  the  expence  of  keeping  the 

treaty 
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treaty  open,  and  expofing  the  negociation  to 
new  hazards. 

Though  I  was  glad  to  find  by  Brigadier 
Price's*  letter,  that  he  had  received  the 
Queen's  orders  which  I  lent  him  from  Fon- 
tainbleau,  and  that  he  was  preparing  to  put 
them  in  execution,  I  was  at  the  lame  time 
concerned  to  fee  that  Terragona  was  not 
garrifoned  by  her  MajenVs  troops,  though 
it  had  been  fortified  at  her  expence,  nay, 
though  her  hoipital  and  all  her  {lores  were 
in  the  place.  But  this  is  of  a  piece  with  the 
reft  of  that  conduct  which  we  did  not  think 
fit  to  change,  till  we  were  almoft  ruined  by 
puriuing  it. 

Thefe  particulars  being  out  of  the  way, 
I  mud  now  give  you  an  account  of  what 
is  working  in  Holland ;  of  the  application 
made  from  thence  to  the  Queen,  and  of  her 
Majefty's  thoughts  upon  the  prefent  con- 
junct in 

You  will  fee  by  the  inclo(ed-|-  what  I 
write  to  Monficur  de  Torcy  ;  you  will  pleafe 
to  enforce  my  arguments,  and  endeavour  to 
(how    the    French    Minifters,    that    as    the 

*  Commanding  in  Catalonia. 

i  Copy  of  letter  to  de  Torcy,  30th  September. 

I  4  Queen's 


IIO  LETTERS    AND 

Queen's  behaviour  is  clean  and  frank,  as  me 
has  done  more  in  order  to  force  a  peace  than 
they  could  have  expecled,  fo  it  will  be- 
come them  not  to  hazard  the  continuance 
of  the  war  for  a  town  more  ^or  ief>  ;  frill ' 
giving;  this  turn  to  all  the  inftances,  that  her 
Majefty  is  not  departing  from  any  facility 
fhe  has  hitherto  mown,  but  concerting  in 
confidence  what  may  be  moll:  eligible  for  our 
mutual  intereft,  and  the  common  good  of 
Europe.  You  know  the  principle  laid  down 
is,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Queen's  al- 
lies gave  advantages  to  the  French  which 
(he  could  never  have  given  them  ;  and  if 
things  continued  in  this  iituation  till  we 
were  ready  to  iign,  that  the  peace  fhould  be 
concluded  without  ftavimr  for  the  concur- 
rence  of  any  of  our  allies ;  but  if  the  con- 
federates, and  efpecially  the  Dutch,  fhould, 
before  the.  conclufion  of  our  treaty,  come 
into  the  Queen's  meafures,  deiirc  what  is 
pad:  may  be  forgot,  and  fhow  a  fineere  in- 
tention of  acling  in  concert  with  her  Ma- 
jefty ;  that,  in  iuch  cafe,  (lie  could  not  avoid 
efpoufing  their  intereft,  and  taking  them 
along  with  her.  rl  he  States  of  Holland  are.' 
Jikcly  to  clioole  the  latter  turn,  and  have 
4  already 
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already  made  feveral  advances  towards  it. 
What  has  palled  at  Utrecht  you  will  iee  by 
the  inclofed  papers,  the  originals  of  which 
were  brought  to  me  laft  night  by  exprefs, 
from  the  Queen's  Plenipotentiaries*. 

On  Saturday,  as  I  was  letting  out  for  this 
place,  the  Heer  van  Borfe/e-f  came  to  my 
office,  and  made#  a  'propoiition  much  like 
that  of  Buys,  and  ufhered  it  in  with  the 
fame  fort  of  preamble.  The  Grand  Pen- 
fionary  has  writ  to  my  Lord  Treaiurer ;  and 
the  aim  of  thefe  people  feems  to  be,  either 
to  reflore  their  union  with  the  Queen,  and 
by  her  means  to  make  their  peace  with 
France  and  Spain,  or  elfe,  by  publishing  how 
far  in  confideration  of  her,  they  have  re- 
ceded from  their  firft  demands,  and  by  iub- 


*  The  Britifh  Plenipotentiaries  informed  the  Secretary  of 
State,  that  the  States-General  had  declared  they  were  difpofed 
to  comply  with  her  Majtfty,  and  todefire  ru-r  good  offices  with 
Fiance;  particularly  that  Tournay  and  Condc  might  be  left 
to  them,  aspaitof  their  barrier,  without  which  they  could 
not  be  l'afe ;  that  the  FJe&or  of  Bavaria  might  not  be  fuffered 
to  retain  a  town  in  the  Netherlands,  which  would  be  as 
bad  foi  Holland  as  if  thole  places  we;e  in  the  hands  of 
Fr.ince  :  therefore  they  pro poled  tint  Luxembourg,  Namur, 
Charleroy,  ami  Nieuport,  might  be  delivered  to  the  Emperor ; 
that  the  French  might  not  infift  on  excepting  the  four  fpecies 
of  goods  out  of  the  tariff  of  1664;  and  that  if  her  Majefty 
could  prevail  with  France  to  iatislythe  States  on  thefe  articles, 
they  would  be  ready  to  fubmit  in'ah  the  reft, 

|  The  Dutch  Ambartador. 

mitting. 
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mitting,  in  terms  of  the  greateft  humility, 
to  move  the  compaffion  of  mankind  towards 
them,  and  fome  degree  of  indignation  to- 
wards us,  as  if  we  were  too  partial  in  fa- 
vour of  France. 

I  think  you  mould  not  appear  to  Mon- 
fieur  de  Torcy  to  know  the  contents  of  my 
letter  to  him,  at  leaft  of  this  part  of  it ;  but 
you  mould  take  all  cccafions  of  fhowing  him, 
that  if  the  Dutch  do  fubmit,  we  mud  not 
continue  in  this  frrangenefs  towards  them, 
nor  entirely  decline  to  favour  their  intereits ; 
that  Tournay  is  not  worth  the  peace,  and 
though  the  King  may  be  defirous  to  fave  it, 
yet  if  he  can,  make  an  end  at  once,  and  re- 
ftore  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  by  yielding 
it,  that  it  will  not  become  his  proferlions  to 
jnfiit  too  long  upon  it. 

You  will  farther  infinuate,  that  the 
Queen's  fpeech  has  been  fo  openly  acknow- 
ledged by  the  French,  as  a  plan  they  ap- 
proved, that  it  will  be  hard  to  go  back  from 
the  terms  of  it ;  and  that  you  doubt  it  is 
impoflible  to  diftinguiih  themfelves  into  a 
right  to  retain  Tournay  by  that  paragraph 
reof  which  relates  to  the  barrier  of  Hol- 
land. 

V. 
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We  do  not  expecl:  that  France  will  im- 
mediately give  up  a  town  which  they  are 
for  fo  many  reafons  fond  of,  no  more  than 
we  expecl:  that  the  Dutch  will  immediately 
and  exprefsly  abandon  their  demands  of 
Conde  ;  but  this  manner  of  opening  our- 
felves  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  is  agreeable  to 
the  friendfhip  which  we  profefs  to  each 
other,  and  think  you  can  hardly  mifs  dilco- 
verlng  what  his  and  the  other  Minifters'  in- 
tention at  the  bottom  is. 

I  remember  he  fpoke  to  me  of  bringing 
the  Dutch  in  as  a  very  capital  point,  and 
fuch  no  doubt  it  is,  for  the  reft  of  the  allies 
cannot  lb  much  as  make  a  (how  of  war. 

THe  King's  life,  the  Queen's  life,  and 
other  confiderations,  will  occur  to  you,  at 
leaft  as  fail:,  perhaps  fafter  than  to  me ; 
but  there  is  one  expectation  which  perhaps 
the  French  may  entertain,  and  which  you 
muft  cure  if  you  find  the  fmalleft  fvmptom 
of  it. — They  may  be  apt  to  reaibn  thus : 
let  us  keep  off  from  doling  with  Holland ; 
we  have  the  winter  before  us  ;  the  Britim 
Minifters  will  be  afraid  to  meet  the  Parlia- 
ment without  clofmor  the  nceociation  firftj 
and  therefore   they   will   either  ohlige  the 

Dutch 
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Dutch  to  yield  Ton  may,  or  they  will  rmlfh 
without  the  Dutch,  if  we  are  ftiC  Now 
this  logic  is  certainly  falle  ;  for  if  it  comes 
once  to  be  known,  and  it  is  not  poflible 
the  fecret  mould  be  kept,  that  Holland 
would  have  concluded  their  peace  at  the 
fame  time  as  the  Queen,  provided  they 
might  have  had  Tournay,  we  mall  not  dare 
to  leave  them  behind  us  ;  and  I  mufr.  tell 
you,  on  this  occasion,  that  fome  of  our  belt 
friends  among  the  Tories  would,  in  inch  a 
cafe,  join  to  condemn  lis.  If,  therefore, 
the  Dutch  fhould  put  their  agreeing  or  not 
agreeing  upon  io  ihort  an  iffue  as  one  town, 
which  they  will  lay  they  give  up  fo  much 
to  keep,  I  doubt  the  confequence  of  the 
French  refuting  to  comply  would  be  a  ne- 
ceffity  on  the  Queen  to  appear  on  the  fide  of 
Holland,  and  very  probably  before  the  fit- 
ling  of  Parliament  to  drive  the  matter  to 
an  ifliie,  and  then  appeal  to  her  people. 
By  what  1  have  laid,  you  enter,  I  am 
.-,  into  our  >cnts,  and  into  the  i1\le 

l  arc  to  ufe  'ir  de  Torcy. 

I  have  got  at  lad  th  air  of  the  Griff- 

npounded,  not  without  ver)   great 

*  A  Fundi  Eaft-Iiuli  imtft. 

difficulty, 
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difficulty,  though  the  fum  to  be  paid  to  the 
captors  is  fo  large  as  35,000 1.  ;  the  fhip 
was  plainly  prize,  and  the  pafs  fent  over 
hither  might  have  been  proved  to  have  been 
numerically  one  of  thole  delivered  at  Fon- 
tainblcau  four  days  after  the  Griffon  was  in 
Sir  Thomas  Hardy's  power,  though  Gaultier 
was  ready  to  fwear  that  he  received  it  ibme 
months  before  ;    which    part    of  the   Abbot 

,  I  confefs  to  you,  done  him  no  good  in 
opinion. 

Adieu,  dear  Matt,  I  am  for  ever  your's, 

BOLINGBROKE. 


A  Monficur  de  Icrcy. 
Monsieur, 

Du  Chateau  de  Windfor, 
le  301110  Sepftambre,  Y.S.  17 12- 

JJE  iuis  venu  ici  Samedi  paile,  &  j'ai  eu 

riionneur  de  lire  a  la   Rcine  une  partie  de 

votre  derniere  lettre  du    2yme    Septembre. 

J'aurois  a  preient  aupres  de  moi,  les  mate- 

riaux  d'une  ties  longue  depeche,  ii  pour  vous 

epargner  autant  qu'il   rn'efl  poifible    de    la 

peine  parmi  les  grandes  occupations  qui  vous 

accablent,  je   n'avois  ecrit  fort  en  detail  a 

Monficur  Prior.    Conime  il  eft  ailez  heu- 

reux 
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reux  ponr  vous  faire  fort  fouvent  fa  cour, 
il  ne  manquera  pas  de  choifir  les  quarts 
d'heures  les  moins  incommodes  pour  vous 
parler  fur  les  divers  articles. 

La  Reine  trouve  que  la  declaration  que 
Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  de  France 
feront,  doit  oter  tout  le  fcrupule  des  fiens^ 
&  applanir  la  difficulte  qu'ils  avoient  forme, 
&  qu'ils  envifagoient  comme  tres  grande. 
Je  leur  ecris  dans  ce  fens,  &  ces  Miniftres 
parleront  conformement  aux  votres,  avec 
lefqucls  ils  concerteront  en  meme-tems  la 
fatisfaction  qui  doit  etre  donnee  fur  1' affaire 
de  cet  ivrogne  de  Rechteren. 

Sa  Majefte  m'a  aufli  commande  de  leur 
fairc  part  de  la  regie  qu'elle  a  etablie,  & 
qu'elle  a  promife  au  Roi  Tres  Chretien 
d'obferver  dans  le  cours  des  negociations. 
Elle  eft  fort  aife  de  voir  qu'il  ny  a  point 
eu  de  mefentendu  fur  cet  article,  &  que 
vous  avez  compris  le  plan  qu'elle  pretend 
fuivre  avec  la  dcrniere  exactitude,  de  la  ma- 
nic re  que  j'ai  cu  ordre  de  I'expliquer,  quand 
j'ctois  en  France,  dans  toutes  les  occalions, 
&  principalemcnt  dans  des  conjonclures 
comme  celle-ci,  ou  les  parties  qui  traitent 
font  du  premier  rang  parmi  les  homines,  & 

ou 
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ou  les  points  dont  il  s'agit  font  de  la  der- 
niere  importance  au  bonheur  du  monde ; 
la  meilleure  chofe  qu'on  puiffe  faire  eft  de 
ne  rien  laiffer  d'obfeur  ou  d'equivoque  daOg 
ks  termes  dont  on  fc  felt,  &  dans  les  prin- 
cipes  qu'on  vent  fuivre.  C'eft  ce  que  me 
femble  nous  avons  fait  jufqucs-ici,  ce  peut- 
etre  n'y  a-t-il  point  d'exemple  d'une  ntgo- 
ciation  conduite  comme  cclle-ci,  ou  Ics  tra- 
vailleurs  de  part  &  d'autre  n'ont  rien  a  fe 
reprocher.  Cela  nous  doit  ctre  d'une  grande 
coniolation,  &  nous  (aire  bien  augurer  du 
faeces  de  notre  grande  ouvra<rc. 

Le  langage  des  Hollandois  a  1'cgard  de 
l'Eleeteur  de  Baviere,  eft,  a  ce  que  je  vois, 
bien  different*     (  paroiffent,  quand  lis 

nous  parlent,  iciblus  de  ne  lui  laiffer  aucuns 
place  dans  les  Pays-Bas  Efpagnols, 

Vous  pouvez  ctre  fur  que  j'ai  rendu  compte 
a  la  Reine  de  la  maniere  dont  le  Roi  me 
parla  fur  le  chapitre  de  ce  Prince  infortune. 
&  je  ne  doute  pas  que  vous  n'ayez  com- 
munique a  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne  les 
fentimens  de  la  Reine  fur  ce  meme  fujet, 
lefquels  j'ai  eu  l'honneur  de  vous  expliquer, 
&  que  je  ne  trouve  pas  ctre  changes  de- 
puis  mon  retour ;  fi  vous  faites  cemparaifon 

2  d. 
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de  ce  qui  peut  etre  obtenu  pour  cet  Elecleur, 
avec  fes  merites  perfonels,  ou  avec  les  obli- 
gations que  la  France  &  l'Efpagne  lui  peu- 
vent  avoir,  cela  vous  paroitra  a  la  yerite 
pen  de  choie  ;  mais  quand  vous  envifagerez 
1'arTaire  d'un  autre  cote,  &  quand  vous  pren- 
drez  la  peine  de  confiderer  que  ce  Prince  a 
perdu  tout  ce  qu'il  avoit  du  fien,  &  tout 
ce  que  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  lui  avoit  ou  confie 
ou  donne  a  l'exclurion  de  Luxembourg* 
Namur,  Charleroi,  &  Nieuport,  je  crois  que 
vous  conviendrez  que  les  ofFres  qu'on  lui 
fait  ne  font  pas  inconfiderables,  par  rapport 
aux  reft.itutions  &  aux  efperances  qui  lui 
font  prefentees.  En  ua  mot,  vous  favez, 
Monfieur,  les  fentimens  du  coeur  de  la  Reine, 
mais  vous  iavez  aufli,  les  engagqmens  & 
les  mefures  que  fon  honneur  Foblige,  & 
l'obligera  toujours  de  garder. 

Arm  de  conierver  aupres  de  vous  mon  ca- 
ractere,  &  de  garder  cette  ouvcrture  de 
carur  que  je  vous  aie  li  fouvent  promiie,  il  eft 
m'ccfiaire  que  je  vous  fafTe  favoir  que  Di- 
nuiuhe  au  ibir  j'a:  re9u  par  un  courier  des 
lcttrcs  d'Utrecht,  qui  ibnt  en  datte  du  5me 
d'Oclobre,  N.S.  Mcflieurs  les  Plenipoten- 
tiaj  la  Heine  y  marquent  que  cinq  de 

ceux 
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ceux  des  Etats-Generaux  avoient  e.te  ce  ma- 
tin meme  en  conference  avec  eux ;  qu'ils 
leur  avoient  reprefentc,  clans  la  maniere  la 
plus  pathctique,  la  resolution  que  leurs  mai- 
tres  out  prife,  de  ie  joindre  a  la  Reine,  dans 
toutes  les  meiures  necellaircs  pour  parvenir 
a  la  paix.  Qu'ils  leur  out  parle  de  T 
&  de  Conde  comme  des  places,  dans  l'opi- 
nion  unanime  de  la  Republique,  ciTentielleb 
a  la  furete  de  la  barriere,  6c  que  pour  tous 
les  autres  articles  de  la  paix,  ils  afTccioicnt 
de  montrer  une  grande  facilite,  &  une  par- 
faite  ibumillion  a  la  Reine.  Vous  voyez, 
Monfieur,  lepli  que  la  Hollande  va  prendre* 
vous  connoiffez  tres  bien  la  conftitution  de 
nos  affaires  domeftiques,  car  je  ne  vous  ai 
rien  deguile  quand  je  vous  ai  parle  la-defTus, 
fongez  en  grand  &  en  habil  Miniltre  comme 
vousTetes,  au  parti  que  vous  devez  fuivre, 
&  foyez  allure  que  je  ne  ferai  autre  uiage 
d'aucune  confidence  que  vous  trouverez  | 
propos  de  me  faire,  que  celui  qui  convient 
a  un  galant  horn  me,  &  a  votre  ferviteur. 

La  reponle  que  je  donne,  par  ordre  de  la 
Reine,  aux  ouvertures  des  Miniftres  de  l'Etat, 
eft  aiTez  generate.  Je  m'attends  a  un  re- 
nouvellement  de  leurs  inftances,  &  comme 

Vol.  III.  K  le 
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le  Comte  de  Strafford  doit  venir  a  la  Cour 
en  peu  de  jours,  pour  recevoir  FOrdre  de  la 
Jarretiere,  il  fera  indubitablement  charge  de 
tout  ce   que  ces  Meffieurs  peuvent  dire,  & 
de  toutes  les  afTurances  qu'ils  peuvent  don- 
ner,  pour  fe    reconcilier    entierement    a   la 
Reine,  &  pour  procurer  que  leur    paix  fe 
faffe   avec  la  iienne.     J'ai   meme    quelque 
raifon  de  croire  que  ce  Miniftre  fera  auto- 
rife   de  repondre  que  pourvu  que  les  Etats 
puiffent  garder  Tournay,  ils  ne  balanceront 
plus  a  entrer  dans  toutes  les  mefures  qu'on 
puiife  exiger  d'eux.     II  ne  faut  pas  que  je 
m'etende    a    raifonner  fur    ces    faits,    vous 
voyez  a  un  coup  d'oeil,  beaucoup  plus  queje 
ne  fuis   capable  de   vous   fugerer.     II  vaut 
mieux  que  je  rmiffe  ma  lettre,  en  vous  af- 
furant  que  je  fuis,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 


To  the  Earl  of  Strafford-. 
Mv  Lord, 

Windfor  Caftlc,  September  30,  1712-. 
ON  Sunday  night,  about  eleven  o'clock, 
the  Cabinet   role,  and   I   then    received  the 
favour  of  your  Lordihip's  laft  letter,  of  the 
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5th  of  October,  for  which,  and  the  good 
news  it  contained,  I  return  my  humble 
thanks. 

Your  Lord/hip  aiks  my  opinion,  and  I 
will  tell  it  you  with  that  freedom  which  be- 
comes me,  when  I  write  to  fo  good  a  friend. 
The  Queen's  i^n^e  and  her  prefent  orders, 
you  will  find  in  my  other  diipatch. 

I  think  then,  that  we  are  to  endeavour 
Co  to  conduct  ourfelves,  as  not  to  luffer  the 
French  on  one  hand  to  aflume  a  iuperiority, 
and  to  prefcribe  in  the  negociation  ;  and  not 
to  let  the  States  imagine,  on  the  other,  that 
we  want  their  concurrence  to  make  our 
peace,  or  court  them  for  any  reaibn  but  our 
defire  to  prelerve  them.  Upon  this  foun- 
dation, I  likewile  think,  that  to  obtain  the 
Queen's  entire  concurrence  with  them,  and 
hearty  endeavours  for  them,  the  States  muft 
fuit  their  demands  to  thoie  circum fiances 
which  their  ingratitude  to  the  Queen,  and 
their  obitinacy  have  reduced  them  to.  I 
think  they  mult,  demand  for  themielves  only, 
and  be  content,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Queen,  to  try  to  get  what  can  be  had  for 
others  ;  and  I  think,  when  thev  have  done 
this,  that  the  Queen  mult  not  iufter  France 

K  2  to 
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to  keep  the  whole  world  in  arms,  for  a  towrt" 
the  lefs,  when   they  obtain   fo  many  more 
than  they  once  expected  to  have. 

I  write  to  Monneur  de  Torcy,  by  the 
Queen's  order,  to  inform  him  that  the  States 
fhow  an  inclination  to  come  in  the  meafures 
of  peace  which,  when  I  was  in  France,  he 
feemed  to  think  very  defirable,  as  what  mult 
decide  the  whole ;  that  we  foreiee  the  cafe, 
will  happen  which  I  ftated  to  him,  of  the 
fubmiffion  of  the  Dutch,  and  therefore,  that 
he  muft  expect  to  find  them  fupported,  and 
waited  for  by  the  Queen;  that  whilfr.  the 
Queen  is  at  this  diftance  from  them,  and 
whilft  they  are  uncertain  how  far  (he  may 
lay  afide  her  anger,  and  condefcend  to  re- 
ceive them,  it  is  probable  they  may  come 
in  at  once,  and  dole  the  peace  upon  the  cef- 
iion  of  Tournay ;  but  if  France  continues 
to  hold  off,  and  the  States  continue  to  court 
the  Queen,  I  write  him  word  that  they  may 
perhaps  afk,  and  the  Queen  be  obliged  to 
give  her  fupport  to  frill  higher  terms  than 
thofe  which  would  now  fuffice.  Upon  the 
whole  matter,  I  conclude,  that  wc  gain  time 
on  the  fide  of  Holland  till  we  can  hear  from 
him,  and  I  earncitly  conjure  him  to  lay  the 

matter 
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•matter  ferioufly  to  heart,  and  not  to  run  out 
into  new  confufions,  the  end  of  which  nei- 
ther he  nor  I  can  forefee,  for  the  fake  of  a 
town  the  more. 

I  confefs,  my  Lord,  the  Dutch  do  feem  to 
take  the  right  pli  at  laft,  but  give  me  leave 
to  fay,  it  is  the  only  tolerable  one  which  is 
left  them  to  take  ;  for  I  fear  neither  then- 
throwing  thcmfelves  into  the  hands  of 
France,  nor  their  adhering  to  the  Emperor's 
chimerical  project :  one  is  mad,  the  other 
filly.  They  can  never  expect  France  will 
give  them  better  terms  without  the  Queen, 
than  with  her,  and  the  propofals  which  come 
from  Vienna,  have  not  fo  much  as  the  force 
of  probability  to  invite  *. 

I  mould  go  farther  on  this  fubjecl,  but 
this  and  the  contents  of  my  other  letter,  will 
be  enough  for  one  pott,  and  beiides,  I  fup- 
pofe  we  mall  meet  in  few  days,  fince  you 
will  receive  a  letter  from  the  Treafurer,  to 
call  you  to  court,  on  an  errand  that  cannot 
be  more  to  your  Lordfhip's  fatisfaction,  than 
it  is  to  mine.     Give  me  leave  to  add,  that 

*  The  propofals  of  furnifhing  an  immenfe  army  to  con- 
tinue the  war,  were  very  grand  upon  paper,  but  the'  exhauft- 
ed  ftate  of  the  Auftrian  dominions,  with  refpeft  to  men  and 
money,  rendered  their  fulfilment  extremely  improbable. 

K  3  if 
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if  my  Lord  Treafurer  writes  to  you  to 
come,  your  Lordfhip  mould  not  lofe  a  mo- 
ment of  time  in  your  journey,  becaufe  I  look 
on  affairs  to  be.  haftening  to  their  crifis,  and 
you  may  better  be  fpared  this  fortnight  than 
the  next.  Adieu,  my  dear  Lord,  I  am  as 
true  to  you,  as  your  own  heart,  and  for  ever 
Your  faithful,  &c. 


From  Mr.  Prior. 

Matt  to  Henry, 
BELIEVE  how  truly  I  love  you,  and 
think  it  my  friendship  that  I  tell  you.  Going 
to  Chanille  this  afternoon,  Monfieur  de 
Torcy  and  Madame,  and  Monfieur  Dalin- 
court,  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  in  the 
coach  ;  Monfieur  de  Torcy  read,  and  gave 
Vrs  to  read,  the  Dutch  Gazetteer,  and  upon 
a  pafTage  in  one,  aiked  me,  if  it  were  true, 
that  at  the  Secretary's  office,  paffports  were 
fold  for  fix  pounds  each  *  ?  You  will  think 

the 

*  By  a  memorandum  relating  to  fees  of  Lord  Bolingbroke's 
office,  it  appears  that  the  fees  tor  the  Queen's  pais  were, 
To  the  Secretary,  -  -  £.  5     o     o 

Two  Under-fecretaries,  -  100 

Clerk,     -  -  -  050 

Chamber-keepers,  .  -  026 

£.6f6 

The 
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the  confufion  I  was  in,  and  the  manner  in 
which  1  turned  it,  of  which  I  will  write 
to  you  en  droiture,  not  being  able  in  the  mean 
time  to  conceal  any  thing  from  you,  where 
I  think  your  honour  concerned  ;  make  what 
ufe  you  pleafe  of  this.  Adieu,  I  am  very 
truly,  my  dear  Lord,  your's. 


From  Mr.  Prior. 
My  Lord, 

Pans   yiQ  °a°bcr'       },„, 
^am>J29  September,  5    I712' 

1  AM  glad  to  find  by  Dagley,  who  re- 
turns from  Turin,  that  the  Karl  of  Peter- 
borough was  happily  within  five  days'  jour- 
ney of  that  place.  I  take  the  opportunity  of 
the  fame  meffeno-er's  £oiti9:  for  England,  to 
thank  you  for  your's  of  the  17th  of  Septem- 
ber, O.S.  which  I  received  by  way  of  Dun- 

The  amount  of  all  the  fees  received  in  his  office,  from  the 
2ii\  September,  1710,  to  30th  September,  1 7 1 1  : 

By  the  Secretary,         -  -  £.  3719     ii     8 

Two  Under- fecretaries,  -  1 160     19     4 

Clerk,  -  -  -  34+     4     o 

Such  was  the  fhite  of  the  office  in  time  of  war ;  but  in  the 
time  of  peace,  the  poll  of  Under-fecretary  of  S;ate,  was  by 
no  means  a  fituation  of  emolument.  Bv  a  memorandum 
iigned  by  the  two  Under-feciet«ries  G<c;;.;e  Tdfon  and 
Thomas  Hare,  dated  Deccmbti,  171 3,  the  nei  profir  to  each 
was  only  128I.  is.  pa- annum. 

K  4  kirk. 
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kirk.    I  tranfmitted  the  inclofed  advice  from 
Nevis  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  without  much 
exaggeration,  the  thing  fpeaking  itfelf,  efpe- 
cially  iince  you  will  write  to    him  by  the 
courier,  whom  I  every  day  expect  with  Drift ; 
this  hopeful  project,  as  far  as  1  hear  of  it,  was 
Pontchartrain's,  the  mips  were  fitted  by  pri- 
vate  perfons,   who  bear   the    expence,  and 
have  the  advantage  of  the    expedition.     It 
was  deiigned  for  St.    Salvador,  againfr.  the 
Portuguefe,  or  Surinam  ;  and  I  know  already 
that  the   anfwer  we  mall  have,  will  be,  that 
they  had  no  direction  to  annoy  us,  -and  that 
this   court  had  no  advice   of  this    fact,  till 
thus  long  after  its  being  committed.     I  fhall 
fee  Monfieur  de  Torcy  on  Wednefday,  and 
upon  it  mail  be  able  to  give   you  a  farther 
account  of  this  matter,  of  which,  1  iee  they 
are  all  afhamed  and  ftaf  tied. 

I  this  moment  receive  your's  of  the  19th 
of  September,  relating  to  two  mips  taken 
by  the  French,  though  they  had  Spanim 
pafTes.  I  prefume,  Peter  Hufch,  mentioned 
in  the  complaint,  will  apply  to  me,  at  leaft, 
I  will  have  him  fount!  out,  and  endeavour  to 
get  the  complainants  relieved.  1  can  only 
befeech  you   again    and   again,   to  difpatch 

1  Drift, 
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Drift,  ill  cafe  he  be  not  already  gone,  for  I 
have  nobody  either  to  copy,  receive,  or  feal 
up  a  letter  for  me,  to  carry  a  meifage,  or 
receive  an  anfwer ;  and  though  I  have  hi- 
therto tranfacted  with  the  ministers  here  up- 
on the  Levant,  my  want  of  powers  and  or- 
ders grows  downright  ridiculous.  You  fee 
that  I  dare  write  to  you  with  the  greatelt  li- 
berty ;  it  is  becaufe  I  am  very  truly  and  faith- 
fully, your  Lordihip's,  &c. 

M.  Prior. 

Inclofed,  I  fend  your  Lordfhip  a  letter 
from  the  Marquis  de  Monteleon*,  wherein 
he  exprefles  his  joy  for  being  named  to  Eng- 
land. He  has  dormant  powers  of  ambai- 
fador,  which  he  will  take  when  her  Majefty 
mail  think  proper. 


*  Montelon  ran  away  with  the  daughter  of  Huguetan  a 
%  French  Proteftant,  who  from  a  vender  of  pamphlets  and  bre- 
viaries, acquired  fo  immenfe  a  fortune,  that  he  fupported  for 
fome  time  the  credit  of  Louis  XIV.  Pontchartrain  forced 
him  to  fign  bills  of  exchange  for  lev era  1  millions,  which 
Huguetan  refufing  to  pay,  he  was  obliged  to  fly  to  the  Hague. 
There  he  married  the  natural  daughter  of  a  Prince  of  Nallau. 
At  laft  he  fettled  in  Denmark,  where  he  contributed  greatly 
to  the  profperity  of  the  country.  He  died  1 750,  aged  1 12,  of 
grief  for  not  obtaining  the  blue  ribbon  of  the  Order  of  the 
Elephant. 


TKIVATE 
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P  RIVATE. 

Paris,  O&ober  10,  17 12. 

I  thank  you,  my  dear  Lord,  for  your 
concern  as  to  my  health,  I  think  I  am  much 
better.  I  told  you  my  diftemper,  which  go- 
ing off  in  twelve  days,  was  fucceeded  by 
what  I  mould  not  name,  a  fort  of  dyientery, 
which,  for  my  comfort,  they  fay  is  ulual :  c'ejl 
Fn/age,  Monfieur  is  unanfwerable,  you  know, 
in  this  country  ;  however,  this  too  goes  off, 
or  at  lean:  diminifhes,  after  which  remains 
the  returning  an  hundred  impertinent  vifits, 
the   Jaft  remains,  I  hope,  of  the  diftemper. 

Nil  admirari  is  your  motto  ;  I  would  own 
to  any  man  elfe,  my  aftonifhment  in  that  I 
have  not  a  word  of  any  kind  from  England. 

God  Almighty  be  thanked  that  the  Queen 
is  better.     Adieu.     My    Lord,  ever  your's, 

M.  Prior. 

I  am  fare  you  are  not  angry  with  me  for 
what  I  writ  to  you  in  characters.  You  can't 
think  how  people  talk  of  it  here  ;  1  deny 
it  flifiy  as  to  your  part,  and  will  do  fo  to 
death. 

I  write  a  long  letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth, 
of  feveral  particulars,  I  writ  to  him  long 

fjnee, 
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fince,  that  the  two  EnglifTi  (hips  which  were 
to  wait  upon  the  Duke  of  Argyle  at  Toulon, 
fhould  be  received  into  that  port.  I  every 
day  find  the  inconvenience  of  being  to  cor- 
respond with  two  offices,  but  que  fair  e  F  what 

iody  will  remedy  every  body  mull:  fuffer. 
Pray  give  no  paflports  to  French  refugees, 
for  they   will  be  all  incarcerated. 

Adieu,  my  Lord,  we  mutt  go  through  the 
impertinences  as  well  as  the  ferious  follies  of 
life. 

Service  to  Brother  Hill*;  I  hope  he  is  re- 
coverd,  for  1  would  not  have  you  afflicted  at 
any  thing.     Adieu, 


From  Mr.  Prior, 
PRIVATE. 

M.  to  H. 

Paris,  October  17,1712. 

I  AM  glad  the  nomination  is  aflented  to, 
even  as  I  dreft  it ;  I  think  it  is  as  ftrong  as 
you  with.  But  I  had  thele  additions  made  by 
Henchman  lent  me,  with  a  promife  that  the 
next  poft  they  mould  come  authentically,  in 

*  Members  of  the  club  faluted  each  other  with  the  appella- 
tion of  Brother. 

,-  Latin, 
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Latin,  with  the  renunciation.  But  three 
couriers  intervened,  and  they  never  came. 
But  without  vour  laft  letter,  I  mould  not 
have  had  grounds  to  have  founded  a  me- 
morial. But  in  a  thing  that  prefTes  thus., 
and  for  which  the  peace  flays,  I  have  no 
order  to  fend  this  agreement  away  imme- 
diately to  Lord  Lexington,  though  I  have 
taken  upon  me  fo  to  do.  But  if  it  had  not 
been  for  your  letter,  I  ihould  not  have  heard 
that  the  French  had  ever  been  at  Montfer- 
rat,  except  from  the  Dutch  Gazettes.  But 
we  have  been  generoufly'  promifed  twelve 
paflports  for  Spanifh  mips  this  month,  which, 
when  I  tell  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  will,  with- 
out fail,  come  by  Gilligan,  I  am  anfwered 
that  the  mips  are  already  gone  without  the 
paflports.  But  I  have  more  to  write  than  1 
can  poifibly  perform,  and  dare  not  employ 
one  hand  tit  France  ;  and  can  get  neither 
Drift  or  any  other  clerk  from  England.  But 
I  have  not  one  word  kept  or  entered  of  any 
thing  I  do  write,  or  ihould  write.  But  I  am 
forced  to  make  Monfieur  Pecquet*  come  to 
me ;    for   example,    twice   this  day,    while 

*  By  a  letter  from  this  gentleman  to  Mr.  Hare,  .he  appears  to 
iinve  been  private  Secretary  to  Torcy. 

Monfieur 
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Monfieur  de  Torcy  flays  for  him  :  add  to 
this,  the  hone  it  flupidity  of  my  Englifh  Jo- 
nathan, in  France,  and  the  complaifance  of 
two  French  dogs,  and  one  Walloon,  in  new 
liveries,  that  call  every  body  Marquis,  and 
furnifh  me  with  a  levee  of  ipies,  projectors, 
and  beggars ;  that  bring  Jacobites  in  to  me 
before  I  wake  in  the  morning,  and  put  tall 
Jrimmen  to  bed  to  me.  Parlons  d'aut; 
ebofes. 

The  renunciation  being  now  as  wc  dc- 
fire,  I  fuppofe  we  are  to  come  as  fbon  as  we 
can  to  our  peace.  How  far,  therefore,  are 
we  agreed  at  Utrecht  ?  Are  the  articles  in 
which  we  think  we  are  agreed,  fpecified  and 
%'orded  as  plainly  and  diftinctly  as  we  deiire* 
for  you  know  as  our  circumftances  ftand,  the 
fuller  this  is  done,  it  is  the  better ;  for  ex- 
ample, the  firfr.  article  of  pax  ge?ieralis,  &c. ; 
the  fecond  of  hoftilities  cea&sj  tl>e  3d  or  4th, 
or  fometimes  5th,.  of  fecuring  mutually  the 
property  of  the  fubjeel  may  be  more  fully 
expreifed,  and  have  fometimes  fo  been  that 
in  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick*,  which  followed 
jejunely  that  of  Breda  ;  and  you  know  tauto- 
logy is  no  ill  figure  to  the  many.  If  any  article 

•  Prior  was  there  Secretary  to  the  Embafly. 

remains 
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remains  yet  not  fupervifed  and  agreed,  as 
that  particularly  of  the  droit  d*  Aubaine  taken 
off,  mould  not  fuch  articles  be  all  ready 
drawn  up,  in  order  to  their  being  confented 
to  ?  And  even  that  article  which  will  ipe- 
cially  refer  to  the  renunciation  to  be  made, 
which  will  be  the  baiis  of  the  treaty  ? 

The  article  which  will  fay  France  mail 
never  afiift  the  Queen's  enemies,  &c.  mould 
flay  in  the  very  words  as  mentioned  in  the 
4th  of  Ryfwick  ;  it  looks  at  leaft  more  au- 
thentic, {landing  thus  confirmed  in  two  trea- 
ties, and  I  believe  cannot  be  ftronger  ;  there 
are  other  realbns  too  for  it.  I  wilh,  there- 
fore, that  a  copy  of  the  treaty  wrere  fent  hi- 
ther, as  it  is  deiigned,  with  an  account  of* 
every  article,  as  agreed,  or  to  which  any 
thing  is  to  be  added. 

As  like  wife  of  a  treaty  of  commerce, 
what  already  agreed,  what  afked,  what  to  be 
adjuited,  and  by  whom.  In  this  cafe,  my 
dear  matter,  we  mould  have  our  work  be- 
fore us. 

As  to  the  treaty  itfelf,  fince  the  figning  it 
•  is  to  be  a  fort  of  a  fecret,  what  harm  if  it 
be  iigned  at  London  ?  is  it  not  as  honour- 
able   to   the  Queen,  that  d'Aumont  comes 

to 
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to  her  Court  to  fign  a  peace,  as  Mefnager 
did  to  own  her  authority  ;  and  as  you  figned 
a  ceflation  at  Paris,  is  it  not  as  handfbme 
that  you  confirm  it  by  (igtiing  a  peace  at 
Whitehall  r  this,  I  fay,  I  have  been  hammer- 
ing, and  will  hint  or  prevent  as  you  mall 
think  proper.  I  need  not  proteft  that  h 
with  true  friendfhip  that  I  mail  in  this  or 
any  thing  endeavour  what  may  be  for  your 
honour  and  fatisfaction.     Your  molt  truly, 

M.  Prior. 

Confult  my  Lord  Treafurer  upon  the  con- 
tents of  my  letter,  and  let  me  found  myfelf 
upon   your  anivver.     Madame  dc  Torcy  is 
glad  that  you  are  fo  good  ;  la  Feriole  thanks 
you,   but  nobody  mult  ever  do    one    finale 
kindnefs  for  a  woman,  and  you  muft  b.. 
your  recommendation,  and  I  muft  write,  and 
this   brother  (not  worth  hanging,  I  fancy, 
after  all)   mult  be  cltablithcd  in  his  abbay: 
dc  V Abondancc.     The  Duke  of  Ar^vle  is  ar- 
rived  this  evening  at  Paris ;  1  have  ordered 
every   thing  for  his  reception,   but  fince    I. 
muft  difpatch  the  courier  to-night,  and  ha 
an  audience  to-morrow  morning,   I  cannot 
fee  him  till  towards  noon. 

F 
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From  Mr.  Prior. 
My  Lord, 

Verfeilles,  6- 1 7th  October,  1712. 
I  AM  to  thank  you,  my  Lord,  for  your 
letter  of  the  26th  September;  the  fenfe  I 
have  of  your  friendihip,  I  will  demonftrate 
in  the  actions  of  my  life  ;  the  regard  I  have 
to   your  reafonings   the    memoire  *   inclofed 

will 

*  Memoir  de  Monjtev.r  Prior,  fvcfmtc  a  Mtmfieur  de  Torcy^ 
O:tobre  y\\mc,  l^ll. 

*'  Selon  ce  que  j'ai  eu  en  charge  de  la  part  du  Comte  de  Dart- 
mouth, dans  fa  lettre  du  i5me  du  dernier  mois,  j'ai  eu  l'hon- 
neur  de  vous  reprefenter,  qu'ayant  examine  les  termes  de 
l'Acle  de  Renonciation  on  avoit  trouve  convenable  d'y  ajouter 
les  explications  ci-jointes  (1).  Comme  au  meme-tems  il  vous 
a  plu  d'agrcer  que  ces  additions  fuflent  inferees  dans  Facte,  & 
que  vous  avez  fait  objection  feulement  a  celle  qui  fuit.  *  Aprts 

*  le  mot  pafle  &  tranfmis,  on  doit  inf£rer  les  noms  des  per- 

*  fonnes  fur  lefquels  le  droit  de  fucceflion  feroit  declare  d'ap- 

*  partenir  en  vertu  de  la  renonciation.' 

**  Suivant  votre  intention  &  mon  devoir,  j'ai  envoyc  en 
Angleterre  votre  confentement  aux  autres  additions,  &  votre 
objection  a  celle-ci,  devant  rapportee,  comme  aufli  la  lettre  que 
vous  avez  ecrite  au  Vicomte  de  Bolingbroke  fur  ce  fujet. 

"  Le  tout  ayant  etc  miirement  examine  par  la  Reine  en  fon 
Confeil,  fa  Majefte  m'a  commande  par  le  Comte  de  Dart- 
mouth, de  vous  communiqucr  fes  fentimens  et  ia  resolution  la.- 
defliis. 

"  Que  quant  a  Pobjection,  que  Philippe  6tant  Prince  Stran- 
ger, prendroit  fur  lui  par  cctte  nomination  de  rcgler  en  quelque 
neon  la  fucceflion  a  la  Couronne  de  France,  la  reponfe  eft 
evidente,  que  Philippe,  en  figaitl  H  eel  arte,  ne  peut  ni  ne  doit 
cenie  Prince etranger,  &  n'y  parolt  point  en  cctte  qualite, 
mais,    bien   BU  contrauv,  en  celle  d'un  Prince    du   fang  de 

(1)  Jc  nc  les  envoic  p<>tnt,  cllcs  ont  etc*  toutcs  agrees  execptd  la 
fcivaq 

France, 
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will  fhow  you ;  upon  which  we  have  gain- 
ed   our  point :    and    I   think    the*  nomina- 
tion 

France,  &  fi  proche  en  ligne  a  la  fucceffion  rle  cette  couronne, 
qu'en  cette  confideration  feukment,  il  a  etc*  deja  convenu 
qu'il  n'etoit  pas  poflible  d'aiTurer  une  paix  durable  a  I'Europe, 
fi  Philippe  ne  failbit  une  renonciarion,  tant  pour  Itli  que  pour 
fes  defcendans  a  la  Couronne  de  France,  fans  entendre  y  kure 
aucune  refervede  fes  droits  &  prc-tenfions,  de  quclque  maniere 
que  ce  puifle  etre  ;  eela  ctant,  on  trouve  abioiument  necef- 
faire  de  nommer  dans  l'urdre  legitime  a  la  fucceihon  de  la 
Couronne  de  France,  en  vertu  de  la  renunciation  ;  car  l'acle 
paroitroit  tn  s  imparfait  qui  diro:*  ment  que  Philippe 

'  &c  fes  defcendans  renonceut  a  ia  Couronne  de  France,  files 
Princes  qui  y  font  appelk's  en  vcrtu  du  rneme  acle  n'y  etoient 
pas  pufitivement  nomn.  it  l*en  faut  que  Philippe  foit 

regard  c-  a  pn  lent  comnie  Prince  6tranger,  qu'il  ne  peut  etre 
repute*  1  our  tt I  par  la  Reine  qu'apns  1'entier  accomplifl'ement 
du  dit  a&e.  Dans  l'afte  inemr,  il  ell  declare,  en  tern-.es  gene- 
raux,  que  Philippe  cede  fon  droit  a  tourcs  les  branches  de  la 
fa  milk  royale  de  France,  n.uneau  Princes  les  plus  eloignes ;  il 
ne  peut  etre  cenfe  par-la  de  leurs  donner  un  nouveau  droit,  ni 
de  difpofer  de  la  Couronne  de  France  en  laveur  d'aucun 
d'eux.  Ainfi  en  nommant  les  Princes  les  plus  proches,  & 
qui  doivent  fucceder  plus  imnx'diatement  a  cette  couronne, 
il  ne  pent  etre  cenfe  de  leur  attribuer  un  autre  droit  que  celui 
qui  leur  advient  dans  l'ordre  du  fang,  par  le  moyen  de  la  re- 
nonciation  ;  &  bien  loin  de  nommer  de  nouveau  des  luccei- 
iems  :i  ia  Couronne  de  France  il  ne  fait  que  repeter  ceux  qui 
y  font  deja  appelk's  plus  fpecklement,  quand  il  renonce  pour 
lui-meme  &  pour  toute  fa  pofierite,  a  la  Couronne  de  France, 
il  confente  qu'on  regarde  ce  droit  comnie  pafle  &c  tranli: 
celui. qui   fe  pourra  trouver  plus  proche  en  degie,  immediate- 

nt  apres  le  Roi,  le  pri' lent  Dauphin,  &  leurs  defcendan 

-.ar  confequant,  le  cas  arrivant,  ce  droit  tombe  direcleinenf,  lur 

tifeigneur  le  Due  de  Berry,  le  fes  defcendans  a  jamais,  & 

•  d'eux,  lur  Monfieur  le  Due  d  Orleans  &  fes  defcendans 

0«  vuit  point  tie  difficult^  a  moncer  leurs  noms, 

uuifquele  fens  de  l'actc  renferme  meme  leur  nominaicn. 

"  On  ajoute  que  dans  l'acte  authentique  de  la  convention 
pour  la  fufpenfion  d'armes  en  Flandre,  cette  devolution  des 
droits  de  Monfeigneur  le  Due  de  Berry  &  de  Monfieur  le  Due 
d'Orleans,  &  letup  defcendans,  a  i  ■.rticulierement  fpe- 

•.  ;'ire  &  6uonc 

Voj  L  M  Les 
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tion*  of  the  peribns,  &c.  is  done  in  a  man- 
ner unexceptionable:  fo,  once  more,  I  thank 
you  for  fenfe,  argument,  light,  and  ailiftance, 
which  you  gave  me,  and  which  I  beg  you 
to  continue  to  me. 

I  made,  I  hope,  a  right  ufe  of  what  you 
hinted  to  me  in  your   former    letter ;    and 

*'  La  Reine  a  donne  fes  ordres  au  Lord  Lexington,  avant  fon 
depart  d'Angleterre,  en  con  for  mite  dn  memoire  que  j'ai  I'hon- 
neur  de  vous  prefenter,  &  comme  la  France  s'eft  deja  engagee.  • 
que  la  renonciationfera  faite  de  lamaniere  que  faMajefte  trou- 
voit  la  plus  fatisfaftoire,  elle  fe  perfuade  que  le  Roi  ne  tardera 
point  a  donner,  conjointement  avee  elle,  la  main  pour  applanir 
cette  difKculte,  &  pour  oter  tous  moyens  aux  ennemis  de  la  paix 
de  pretexter  qu'il  y  ait  quelque  omiffion  dans  la  forme  d'un, 
a£le  fur  1'explication  duqilel  depend  Pamitie  &  la  bonne,  corre- 
fpondanee  entre  les  royaumes  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  de  la 
France,  &  de  l'Efpagne,  &  la  furete  future  de  toute  la  Chre- 
tiente." 

*'  A  Verfailles,  le  15m  Oclobre,  17 12." 

*     u  La  Nomination  des  Princes  du  Sang^  "Sc. 

u  Je  veux  &  confens  pour  moi  Ik  mes  dits  defcendans,  que 
des  a  prefent  comme  alors,  on  regard  ce  droit  comme  paffe  Sc 
tranfmis  a  mon  frere  le  Due  de  Berrv,  &:  a  les  enfans  &  defcen- 
dans males  nes  en  legitime  manage  :  a  leur  defaut,  a  mon 
uncle  le  Due  d'Orleans,  &  a  fes  enfans  &  defcendans  males, 
pes  en  legitime  manage  :  a  leur  defaut,  a  mon  coufin  le  Due 
ie  Bourbon,  &  a  fes  enfans  &  defcendans  males  nes  eh  legi- 
time manage.  Ainu"  fttceeffivement  a  tous  les  Princes  du  Sang 
de  France,  leurs  enfans  &  defcendans  ti  lies  a  jamais,  fujvant  le 
rang  &  l'ordre  oil  ils  feront  appellee  a  la  couronnepar  le  droit  de 
leur  naillance  ;  par  conf  -quent  a  cehli  des  dits  Princes  (moi 
rtant,  ainlique  mes  dits  defcendans,  txcius,  devenus  inhabiles, 
&  incapablcsj  qui  fe  pourra  trouver  plus  proche  en  degre*  im- 
'iitement  apK  s  le  Roi,  par  la  mortduquel  la  ditc  Couronnc 
de  Frame  \  itndroit  a  vuquer,  &  ii  ami  en  devra  appartenir  la 
fucceflion,  en  quelque  terns  &  en  quelque  cas  que  ce  puiile  etrfe, 
pour  qu'il  I'ait,  &  la  pofsede  comme  lucceiTeur  legitime  &  ve- 
ritable, de  mime  que  H  moi  it  rnei  defcendans  ne  fufitoas 
point  nes." 

though 
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though  the  fubjecl:  (of  Caflart's  invading  our 
ifland)  made  me  chagrin  enough,  I  pre- 
tended to  be  more  fo  than  I  really  was  ;  I 
mowed  and  expounded  your  letter,  laid  I 
dreaded  the  confequences  this  mud:  have  in 
England,  and  the  orders  I  mould  have  from 
my  Lord  Treafurer,  and  which,  upon  Thorn- 
borough's  arrival,  I  laid  I  had  received  both 
from  Lord  Treafurer  and  yourfclf.  I  found 
all  our  friends  very  unealy  at  this  accident, 
and  heard  Caiiart  and  Pontchartrain  curled 
very  heartily  ;  and,  as  I  law  opportunity,  I 
propofed  to  Alonfieur  de  Torcy  to  confide r 
the  nature  and  danger  of  this  outrage  at 
this  time,  and  to  find  fomething  on  his  Moft 
Christian  Majefty's  fide,  that  might  let  us 
right,  for  that  his  (Torcy's)  friends  in  Eng- 
land fufFered  as  actually  on  this  occafion  as 
the  merchants  that  were  invaded  and  rob- 
bed. This  I  write  to  you  as  a  comment 
upon  what  he  writes  to  you,  and  that  you 
may  not  be  furprifed  at  a  propofal  which  I 
don't  know  if  you  expected :  I  write  like- 
wile  to  Lord  Treafurer.  I  own  I  have 
ltretched  a  little  in  reprefenting  what  I 
have  received  from  you  and  Lord  Treafurer 
on  this  fubject,  but  I  hope  I  have  done  fer- 

L  2  vice 
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vice  to  my  Queen  and  country,  and  a£led  as 
became  your  moll,  &c. 

M.  Prior. 

jlnimal  peregrine  ?r.iJJrum 
ad  mentiendum  R.  P.  caufi. 

We  have  not  yet  Monfieur  Pontchar- 
train's  anfwer  ;  I  believe  it  muft  wait  till 
next  courier. 


From  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 
My  Lord, 

Ghent,  21ft  of  06lober,  1712. 
I  TAKE  the  opportunity  of  an  exprefs, 
which  brought  me  fome  ■■  letters  this  morn- 
ing from  Oitend,  and  is  returning  thither, 
to  acquaint  your  Lordihip  with  an  affair 
which  has  been  communicated  to  me  by  a 
perlbn  who  is  very  well  inclined  to  her  Ma- 
jetty's  fervice  :  your  Lordihip  will  but  judge 
of  the  importance  of  it,  and  the  ufe  that  i> 
to  be  made  of  it,  when  1  tell  vou  that  the 
fuccefs  of  the  enterprife  upon  Knoque  has 
encouraged  the  forming  of  a  project  for 
furpriling  Nieuport  or  Furnes;  and  that  the 
fortifying  Dixmudc  is  made  ufe  of  as  a  pre- 
tence for  drawing  together  a  body  of  troops 

fufficient 
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fufficient  to  put  the  defign  in  execution.  If 
it  be  thought  moft  for  her  Majefty's  fer- 
vice  to  prevent  it,  I  am  humbly  of  opinion 
fome  means  mould  be  found  to  give  advice 
of  it  to  the  Marefchal  de  Villars,  who  may 
poffibly  think  we  owe  him  that  good  office 
in  requital  of  fome  informations  your  Lord- 
mip knows  he  has  given  me,  with  a  defign 
to  ferve  her  Majefty  and  the  nation.  I  am 
not  yet  at  liberty  to  acquaint  your  Lordmip 
with  the  name  of  my  author,  who  defires 
the  whole  matter  may  be  managed  with  the 
greateft  fecrecy,  which  is  a  caution  I  know  I 
need  only  mention  to  your  Lordmip.  I  hear 
nothing  new  to-day  from  Bouchain  ;  but  am 
alfured  the  troops  of  both  armies,  which  are 
to  quarter  in  parts  moft  remote  from  thefe 
countries,  are  already  on  their  march,  and 
that  Prince  Eugene  will  be  the  24th  at 
Brufiels.     I  am,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordmip's  moft  obedient, 

Humble  fervant, 
Ormonde, 


L3  To 
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To  t be  Lord  Privy  Seal. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  October  14th,  17 12. 

MY  other   letter   contains   nothing,  and 
very  little  will  be  contained  in  this. 

It  is  now  fome  time  fince  I  had  reafon  to 
believe  that  Mr.  Jefferys*  did  not  ipcak  of 
the  Queen's  affairs,  and  of  the  character  of 
her  fervants,  either  with  juitice,  or,  indeed, 
with  decency.     I   have   fince  had  very  au- 
thentic   information  of  his    difcourfes  con- 
cerning the    treaty  of  peace,  and  her  Ma- 
jefty's  conduct   in  the    prefent  juncture    of 
affairs.     I  own  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  no- 
thing hindered  me  from  complaining  of  this 
gentleman  to  [the  Queen,  but  the  considera- 
tion that  he  is  honoured  with  your  patron- 
age.     I  hope  he  will  learn  to  defqrve  your 
favour  better ;  perhaps  fome  hint  from  your 
Lordfhip  might  teach  him  to  govern  him- 
felf  with  more  difcretion. 

I  find  fo  many  falfe  accounts,  as  of  every 
thing  elfe,  fo  particularly  of  the  Queen's 
health,  in  the  foreign  papers,  that  I  think  it 


■*  Jcfferys  fucceeded  Dr.  Robinfon  as  Refident  at  the  Court 
of  Sweden* 

proper 
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proper  to  let  your  Lordfhip  know,  that  her 
Majefty  has  had  in  her  arm  a  regular  fit  of 
the  gout,  to  the  joy  of  her  phylician.%  and 
that  me  enjoys  extreme  good  health,  as  mul- 
titudes can  witneis,  for  there  was  a  very  full 
court  on  Sunday  laft  at  Wmdior ;  though 
the  Dutch  Gazetteers  are  taught  by  their 
Whig  correfpondents  to  lay,  that  few  people 
have  accefs  to  her.     I  am,  my  Lord, 

With  all  pofliblc  reipect,   & 


A  Mon/ieur  L>  "Due  de  N. allies. 

De  Whitehall,  ce  nme  Septembre,   17 12,  V.S. 

VOUS  ne  pouvez  jamais,  Monficur,  me 
faire  un  plus  grand  plaiiir,  qu'en  me  four- 
niflant  les  occations  de  rendre  fervice  a  ceux 
qui  font  afTez  heureux  pour  jouir  de  votre 
protection,  &  je  tacherai  de  me  conduire 
d'une  maniere  a  vous  convaincre  que  je 
n'oublierai  jamais  les  faveurs  dont  vous 
m'avez  comb: 

Confervez  moi,  Moniieur,  cette  amitie 
que  vous  m'avez  promile,  &  lovez  allure, 
que  da  nstoutes  les  circonftances  de  la  vie,  je 
ne  ceiferai  jamais  d'etre  plus  parfaitement 
que  perfonne,  Moniieur,  votre,  &c. 

L4  7} 
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AMonfieur  le  Due  d'Aumont, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  nme  Novembre,   1712,  V.S. 
LES  nouvelles  qui  viennent  d'arriverd'Ef- 
pagne  hateront  la  conclufion  du  grand  ouv- 
rage  de  la  paix  -,  e'eft  la  reflexion  d'un  Mi- 
niftre :  elles  obligeront  le  Due  d'Aumont  de 
fe  rendre  bientot  ici ;  e'eft  la  reflexion  d'un 
ami :  vous  m'avez,  Monfieur,  permis  de  por- 
ter ce  beau  titre,  &  je  ne  veux  jamais  le 
quitter.     L'Abbe  Gaultier  me  dit  que  vous 
attendez  des  pafTeports  d'Hollande  pour  en- 
voyer  vos  equipages.     II  me  femble  que  ces 
pafleports  ne  font  pas   fort  neceffaires,  puif- 
qu'il  ne  tient  qu'a  vous  d'avoir  une  legate 
ou  deux  pour  les  efcorter.      II  y    a  meme 
long-tems  que  j'ai   ofFert  a  votre  intendant 
de  lui  donner  les  ordres  de  la  Reine,  pour 
deux  vaiffeaux    de  ceux  qui  font  prefente- 
ment  aux  Dunes.     On  a  perdu  1'occafion  de 
vous  faire  avoir  la  maifon  du  Comte  de  Lei- 
cefter,  dont  je  (bis  cxtrcmement  faclie,  parce 
qu'il  iera  tics  difficile  de  trouver  une  autre 
qui  vous  convient.     Je   ne  manquerai  pour- 

taut  pas  d'y  contribuer  tout  cc  qui  depend 
de  moi. 

J.e  Due  d'Hamilton  eut  ordre  Dimanche 

pafie, 
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paiTe,  de  preffer  Ton  depart,  &  je  crois  qu'il 
commenccra  fon  voyage  en  dix  ou  douze 
jours. 

Monfieur  Prior  retournera  cette  femainc 
en  France.     II  fera  charge  de  vous  renou- 
veller  les  ailurances  de  cet  attachement  tres 
parfait  avec  lequelj'ai  l'honneur  d'etre, 
Monfieur,  votre,  «Scc. 


A  Madame  de  Fertile  *. 
Madame, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  rime  Novembre,  V.S.  17 12. 
SON  AlteiTe  R ovale  a  eu  la  bonte  de  pro- 
mettre,  que  d'abord  qu'il  fera  rentre  dans 
la  pofleflion  de  la  Savoye,  il  confirmera  a 
Monfieur  l'Abbe  de  Tencin  -{-,  le  don  que 
le  Roi  lui  a  fait  de  l'abbaye  d'Abondance  £. 

*  Monfieur  de  Feriole  was  Ambaffador  to  Conftantinople, 
and  there  infilled  upon  weiring  his  fword  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Grand  Signior,  which  the  Turks  would  not  permit,  and 
Feriole  refu  ed  1 3  attend  the  Court.  Lord  Stair  calls  Madame 
de  Feriole  by  her  m.  iden  name,  Tencin,  and  fays,  that  Bo- 
lingbrokt  nour  with  her  ;  but  his  authority,  being  the 

crafty  Genevois  Saladin,  is  queftionable.  The  Editor  has  been 
induced  to  omit  many  paffages  in  the  letters  to  and  from 
Prior,  which  are  either  unimportant  or  of  a  private  nature, 
but  in   no  one  is  there  to  be  found  any  evidence  of  fuch  an 

imputation. 

f   Pierre  de  Guerin  de  Tencin  :    in  1724.  he  was  confe- 

rrated  Archbifhop  of  Embrun,  he  was  foon  afterwards  made 

Cardinal,  and  in  1739,  was  talked  of  to  fucceed  Cardinal  de 

l'leury. 

1  This  abbey  is  in  the  diocefe  of  Geneva,  and  in  the  nomi- 

pation  of  the  King  of  Sardinia. 

h 
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Je  vous  felicite,  Madame,  de  cette  bonne 
nouvelle,  &  n*  le  fucces  que  j'ai  eu  en  exe- 
cutant vos  premiers  ordres,  me  procure  l'hon- 
neur  d'en  recevoir  d'autres,  je  fuis  aife^ 
heureux. 

Moniieur  Prior  part  cette  femaine  pour  fe 
rendre  a  Paris ;  je  lu:  a  propofe  l'echange 
de  nos  emplois,  mais  il  s'eft  montre  trop 
fage  pour  vouloir  m'ecouter.  Tout  ce  que 
j'ai  pu  obtenir  de  lui,  a  etc  qu'il  vous  affu- 
reroit  de  la  parfaite  eftime  avec  laquelle 
Je  fuis,  Madame,  votre,  &c. 


De  Monfieur  de  lorcy. 
Monsieur, 

A  Verfailles,  ce  171-ne  0£h;bre,  171 2. 
LA  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait  lnonneur 
de  m'ecrire,  &  que  j'ai  recu  par  Monfieur 
Prior,  me  donne  1'cfperance  d'en  recevoir 
bientot  line  autre,  qui  contiendra  les  in- 
tentions de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
fur  toi  tides  de  ma  lettre  du  27111c  du 

mois  dernier. 

Ceil  un  grand  plailir  pour  moi,  Monfieur, 

irfouvent  vos  ordres,  &  en  meme- 

l«l  amiranccs  de  riionneur  de  votre 

s  ami  tic, 
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amitie,  dont  je  defire  la  continuation  beau* 
coup  au-deia  de  ce  que  je  puis  vous  ex* 
primer. 

Nous  avons  eu  quelque  conteftation,  Mon* 
fieur  Prior  &  moi,  fur  remuneration 'que 
vos  avocats  veulent  faire,  de  tous  les  Princes 
du  fang ;  je  crois  cependant  que  vous  trou- 
verez  que  j'ai  raifon,  lorfque  vous  lirez  le 
projet  que  je  lui  ai  propofe,  &  dont  je  joins  la 
copie  a  cette  lettre.  11  me  femble  qu'il 
donne  a  Facie  de  renonciation  toute  la  force 
que  vous  voulez,  &  qu'on  evite  de  faire  une 
longue  lifte  qui  ne  ferviroit  qu'a  obfcurcir 
inutilement  un  acle  qu'il  eft  neceilaire  de 
rendrt  tres  clair  &  tres  intelligible. 

I  .<  s  armes  que  vous  me  donnerez  feront 
toujours  bonnes,  il  n'cft  queftion  que  de  s'en 
bien  fcrvir,  &:  fouvent  je  fouhaiterois  qu'elles 
fuifent  en  de  meilleures  mains,  voyant  l'im- 
portance  de  l'arFaire  dont  il  eft  queftion ;  je 
crois  cependant  qu'il  y  a  lieu  d'efperer  plus 
que  jamais,  qu'avec  votre  fecours,  elle  fera 
conduite  heureufement  au  port. 

II  paroit  que  les  Hollandeis  commencent  a 
fe  radoucir,  &  Meiiieurs  vos  Plenipoten- 
tiaires  ont  declare  a  ceux  du  Roi,  que  les 
Etats-Generaux  conlentirent  prefentement  a 


traiter 

s 
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traiter,  fur  le  fondement  que  Lille  feroit 
reftituee  a  fa  Majefte.  Voila  un  premier  pas  ; 
il  en  fait  encore  quelques  autres ;  mais  les 
premieres  demarches  coutent  toujours  le  plus 
a  fa  ire. 

II  eft  tres  neceffaire,  Monfieur,  que  la 
Reine  fafle  preffer  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Sa- 
voye  de  finir  ;  il  s'arrete  a  des  bagatelles,  & 
pendant  qu'il  difpute  pour  obtenir  quelques 
fommets  des  Alpes,  &  quelques  villages  qu'il 
n'aura  pas,  il  s'expofe  a  perdre  le  royaume 
de  Sicile  ;  car  il  y  a  beaucoup  d 'agitations 
dans  cette  ifle,  &  les  habitans,  naturelle- 
ment  inquiets,  difent,  affez  hautement,  qu'il 
vaut  mieux  fe  choifir  un  maitre,  &  fe  don- 
ner  a  la  mailbn  d'Autriche,  que  de  foufFrir 
qu'on  difpofe  d'eux  comme  un  troupeau  de 
moutons.  Si  la  paix  etoit  fake,  fuivant  le 
plan,  il  feroit  aiie  de  mettre  immediatement 
apies,  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye  en  poffef- 
fion  de  la  Sicile,  il  iauroit  bien  enfuite  con- 
tenir  fes  nouveaux  fujets  dans  le  devoir. 

Les  Pltinipotentiaires  de  Portugal  difent 
beaucoup  de  pauvreu's  a  Utrecht;  il  fe- 
roit de  la  charite  de  la  Reine  pour  les  Por- 
tugais,  d'obliger  le  Roi  leur  maitre,  a  de- 
mander  au  plutot  la  fufpcnfion  d'armes.  Les 
4  Efpagnols 
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Efpagnols  afliegent  prefentement  Campo 
Mayor,  qui  vraifemblablement  ne  fera  pas 
une  longue  refinance,  fi  elle  eft  bien  at- 
taquee.  Les  Portugais  out  de  leur  cote  leve 
precipitemment  le  fiege  d'un  chateau  nom- 
me  Caravajal,  qu'ils  commencoient  d'at- 
taquer. 

J'ecris  une  longue  lettre  a  Monfieur  le 
grand  Treforier  au  fujet  de  l'avanture  dcf- 
agreable  arrivee  en  Amerique.  Le  Roi 
l'a  regarclte  comme  un  contretcms  tres  fa- 
cheux,  mais  de  ceux  qu'on  ne  peut  prevoir, 
&  qui  pouvoit  arriverde  votre  part  de  meme 
que  de  celle  de  la  France,  fans  qu'il  y  cut 
lieu  de  sen  plaindre.  Toutefois  fa  Majefte 
propol'e  des  expediens  pour  reparcr  le  dom- 
mage,  quoiqu'en  bonne  juftice,  elle  i\\  foit 
pas  obligee :  mais  elle  veut  vous  donner 
moyen  d'impofer  filence  aux  intidelles. 

Je  ne  doute  pas  que  l'Abbe  Gaultier  ne 
vous  ait  rendu  compte  des  proportions  que 
je  lui  ai  mande  de  faire  pour  avancer  la  fig- 
nature  de  la  paix ;  ainfi  je  ne  les  repeterai 
point,  &  s'll  y  a  quelqu'une  qui  foit  du  gout 
de  la  Reine,  j'attendrai   vos  ordres. 

Je  vous  fupplie  cependant,  de  croire  qu'on 
4  ne 
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ne  peut  etre  avec  plus  de  v  trite,  &  plus  d'at- 
tachement,  que  je  iuis,  votre,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 
Le  Roi  d'Efpagne  a  difrere  jufqu'au  2ome 
de  ce  mois  l'ouverture  des  Etats,  ainfi  Mon- 
fieur  lc  Comte  dc  Lexington,  aura  le  terns 
dc  ie  rendre  a  Madrid  avant  le  commence- 
ment de  i'aiTemblee. 


JDe  Monjieur  de  Torcy. 

A  Verfaillcs,  le  2imeOctobrc,  17 12. 

VOU3  alarmez  fouvent,  Monneur,  nos 
Plenipotentiaires,  et  quoi  qu'on  puine  faire, 
pour  les  rafiurer,  l'inquietude  fe  renouvelle 
aufiitot  que  vos  mini/Ires  a  Utrecht  fem- 
blent  appuyer  les  pretentions  des  Hollan- 
xlois. 

Vous  m'avez  doime  des  armes  pour  me 
defendre  contre  des  parcilles  terreurs,  &" 
j'ai  recu  encore  votre  derniere  lettrc,  lorfquc 
j'ai  rendu  compte  au  Roi  du  voyage  de  Mon- 
lieur  le  Comte  de  Strafford,  a  Londres,  & 
des  diicours  qu'il  avoit  tenus  a  Utrecht  & 
a  la  Ilaye,  avant  foil  depart. 

Je  iuis  done  tortific  contre  les  llouveaux 

aflauts 
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aiTauts  des  inridelles,  &  je  ne  crains  pas  que 
la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  preffe  le 
Roi  comme  on  efpereen  Hollande,  de  fe  dtr- 
fifter  de  la  restitution  de  Tournav  ;  mais  je 
vous  fais  compliment,  Moniieur,  d'avoir  eniui 
reduit  les  Hollandois  au  point  que  la  paix 
generate  depcnde  aujourd'iuii  de  fa  Majefte 
Britannique,  car  il  eft  certain  que  MeiTieur> 
les  Etats-Generaux,  deja  d'accord  de  cc  ; 
Lille,  conientiront  encore  plus  aife orient 
11  reftituer  Tournav,  neceiTaire  pour  la  bi'.r- 
rierc  de  France,  lorfque  la  Reine  voudra 
bien  leur  declarer  qu'ils  font  trop  heureux 
que  le  Roi  fe  content?  de  cette  pi.: 
que  ce  loit  la  leulc  condition  que  fa  Mujc 
demande  pour  le  prix  des  fucces  d'une  cam- 
pagne  qu'ils  pouvoiciit  i  en  dinvraut  a. 

vos  exhortations,  &z  a  votre  exemple, 

Ainu"  la  conclufion  de   ce  grand   ouvragfc 
eft  entre  les  mains  de  fa  Majefte  Britannia 
Ses  ordres  a  Monfieur  le   Comte  de.Str; 
ford  acheveront  de  ramener  les  I-follandoJi 
a  la  raifon,  &.    je  luis   perfuade,  Monfit 
que  vous  ne  perdrez  point  de  tems  a  le  r< 
voyer  en  Hollande  inftruit  de  ce  qu'.il  doit 
dire  pour  obliger  c°tte  Rcpublique  a  ceder 
fur  Tarticle  de  Tournay.     Elle  n'eft  pas  en 

etat 
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etat  de  le  contefter  plus  long- terns,  &  vous 
favez  mieux  que  perfonne  qu'elle  feroit  fort 
embarraffee  s'il  faloit  encore  faire  une  nou- 
velle  campagne. 

Terminez  done  les  affairs,  puifqu'elles  font 

au   point  de  leur  maturite,  &  fauvez  a  la 

Reine  la  peine  de  faire  des  inilances  inutiles 

quand  elle  fait  les  intentions  du  Roi,  &  le  de- 

plaiiir  qu'elle  auroit  de  refufer  fes  demandes. 

En  verite,  Monlieur,  la    Sicile,  accordee 

de  bonne  grace  a  vos  inftances,  merite  bien 

que  vous  ne  faffiez  de  pas  au  fujet  de  Tournay 

qu'envers  nos  ennemis,  6c  que  vous  les  ob- 

ligez  par  vos  reponfes  a  conclure  une  paix, 

xlont  leurs  provinces  ont  un  preffant  befoin* 

Que  la  Reine  ordonne  a  Monlieur  le  Comte 

de  Strafford  de  parler    deciiivement    a  foil 

retour   a    la   Haye,    &  je  vous  reponds  du 

fucces.     II  vaut  mieux  obliger  des  ennemis 

comme  nous  etions  autrefois,  que  des  amis 

tels  que  font  les  Hollandois  prefentement. 

Mais  vous  croirez  peut-etre,  Monfieur, 
que  jc  me  lailfe  auffi  gagner  par  l'inquie- 
tude  des  infidelles ;  je  vous  allure  que  j'en 
fuis  bien  cloigne,  &  que  perfonne  n'a  plus 
de  confiancc  que  moi  en  vos  paroles. 
Monlieur  le  Due  d'Argylc  vint  ici  avant 

hier, 
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hier,  &  ll  eut  l'honneur  de  voir  le  Roi  hier 
au  matin.  II  a  paru  fort  content  des  dii- 
poiitious  ou  il  a  trouve  fa  Majefte,  6c  je 
nc  doute  pas  qu'il  n'en  rende  un  ceo 
exact  a  la  Reine.  II  couvient  qu'il  ieia  de 
l'interct  con.mun  de  detourner  autunt  qu'il 
(era  poflible  les  fiijets  do  ia  M  Britan- 

nique  de  porter  des  bleds  a  Barcclonne,  tant 
que  les  Allemands  uVmcureront  en  Cata- 
logue.    Je  vous  iuppi 

De  Torcy. 

Le  Roi  fait  certainement,  IMonfieur,  que 
les  Hollandois  out  relolu  dc  cedcr  Tour- 
nay,  &  qu  lis  veulent  ftulement  faiie  une 
tentative  qu'ils  croient  eux-memes  inutile. 


A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
Monsieur, 

A  Verfailles,  le  26me  Octobre,  17 12. 

VOUS  aurez  vu,  par  la  letire  que  j'ai  eu 
l'honneur  de  vous  ecrirc  le  21  me  de  ce  mois, 
que  le  Roi  ctoit  inform  e  du  \  oyage  que  A  ' 
iieur  )e  Comtc  de  Stratford  faiioit  a  Lou 
&  de  la   rommifiion  principals  dont  ii  . 

Vol.  III.  M  charge 
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charge   aupres   de  la  Reine,  de  la  part  dea 
Etats-Generaux, 

Je  n'aurois  aujourd'hui  qu'a  vous  repeter 
ce  que  je  vous  marquai  par  la  meme  lettre 
au  fujet  de  Tournay,  n"  Monfieur  Prior  ne 
m'avoit  parle  tres  vivement   fur  cet  article, 
&  s'il  n'avoit  employe  les  raifons   les   plus 
preffantes  pour  engager  le  Roi  a  s'en  defifter, 
dans   la  vue  de  procurer  plus  promptement 
la  paix.     Je  vous  avoue,  Monfieur,  que  je 
n'ai  pas  ete  de  fon  opinion,  je  lui  ai  meme 
fait  voir  que  la  Reine  ne  penfoit  pas  com- 
me   lui,   parce  que  fa  Majefle  Britannique 
ppprouvoit  la  declaration  que  Meflieurs  de 
France  ont  faite  a  ceux  de  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne,  &  qui  ne    laifle    aucune    incertitude 
fur  les  intentions  du  Roi  a  l'egard  de  Tour- 
nay.     Je  ne  fais  fi  je  Fai  pdrfuade,  mais  je 
puis  vous  aflurer,  que  fes  argumens  m'ont 
ete  d'aut.int   moins  convainquans,  que  dans 
tout  ce  qu'il  m'a  dit  je  n'ai  vu  nulle  aiTurance 
(rune  paix   certaine,   quand  meme    le  Roi 
voudroit  facrifier    encore    au  bien   generale 
de  FEurppe,  unc  place  aum"  confiderable  que 
Tournay,  &  auiii   ncceflaire  pour  la  furete 
de  fa  frontierc. 

J'ai  relu  pluficurs    fois,  Monfieur,  votrq 

dcrnuVc 
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d emigre  lettre,  avec  beaucoup  d'attention ; 
ce  que  j'y  trouvc  de  plus  fort,  ei*  que  les 
Hollandois  out  pris  la  resolution  defe  joindre 
a  la  Reine  dans  toutes  les  mefures  necef- 
faires  pour  parvenir  a  la  paix ;  qu'hors  l'ar- 
ticle  dc  Tournay,  ils  afferent  une  grande 
facilite  fur  toutes  les  autres  conditions,  & 
une  parfaite  foumiflion  aux  intentions  de  fa 
Majefle  de  la  Grands  Bretagne ;  mais  je  ne 
vois  pas,  Monfieur,  qu'ils  defiftent  des  autres 
points  contenus  dans  le  dernier  memoire 
qu'ils  out  remis  a  Meilieurs  vos  Plenipotcn- 
tiaires ;  il  ne  parott  pas  qu'ils  s'expliquent 
clairement  fur  la  barriere,  &  quant  au  com- 
merce, ils  infiftent  encore  fur  les  quatre 
efpeces  que  le  Roi'vcut  excepter  du  Tarif  de 
1664.  Us  continuent  de  parler  de  la  bar- 
riere du  cote  de  l'Empire,  d'une  maniere 
que  fa  Majefte  ne  peut  jamais  admettre  ; 
enfin  l'exclufion  qu'ils  donnent  a  l'Ele6teur 
de  Baviere  oteroit  a  fa  Majefte  tous  les 
moyens  de  fatisfaire  en  rien  aux  engage- 
mens  qu'elle  a  pris  avec  ce  Prince. 

On  ne  peut  done  regarder  Particle  de 
Tournay  comme  le  feul  point  qui  arrete 
encore  la  paix,  ainfi  que  je  le  croyois  lorfque 
j'eus   l'honneur  de  vous  ecrire  il  y  a  peu  de 

M  3  jours, 
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jours,  &  fuivant  ce  que  Monfieur  Prior  m'a 
dit  hier. 

A  la  verite,  Monfieur,  fi  toutes  ces  diffi- 
cuites  etoient  levees,  s'il  etoit  poffible  d'ai- 
furer  a  Monfieur  l'Ele&eur  de  Baviere  un 
dedommagement  conforme  au  plan  que  je 
vous  ai  envoys,  ou  tout  au  rooms  de  lui 
donner  avec  la  Sardaigne,  ce  qu'il  pollede 
prefentement  dans  lcs  Pays-Bas,  je  vous 
avoue  que  la  certitude  d'une  paix  tres  pro- 
chane,  ou  la  Hollande  entreroit  de  concert 
avec  la  Grande  Bretagne,  l'honneur  &  Fin- 
teretde  la  Reine,  &  permettez-moi  d'y  ajou- 
ter,  celui  de  fes  Miniftres,  feroient  de  puif- 
fantes  raifons  pour  determiner  le  Roi  de  faire 
un  pas  que  fa  Majeite  avoit  bien  relolu  de 
ne  jamais  faire ;  vous  favez  me  me  qu'elle 
avoit  lieu  de  croire  que  la  Reine  ne  ku  i^ioit 
aucune  inirance  fur  cet  article. 

C'eft  done  a  fa  Majeite  Britannique  a  ju- 
ger  fi  elle  peut  donner  &  maintenir  de  pa« 
reilles  aifurances  \  en  cc  cas,  Tournay  ifar- 
rctera  pas  tin  bien  auffi  grand  que  celui  de 
hi  paix.  Mais  s'il  faut  encore  ciluycr  de 
nouvel  la  part   dc  la   Hol- 

lande, du   Due    d  :,    ou    des   autrcs 

Princes  que  la  Reine  jugera  aeceflairc  de 
3  fai 
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faire  entrer  dans  le  tratte,  ou  bien  s'il  fait 
abandonner  un  allie  tel  que  l'Eledteur  de 
Baviere,  le  Roi  ne  pretend  point  s'engager 
a  fe  defifter  d'une  demande  aufTi  jufte  que 
celle  de  la  reftitution  de  Tournav. 

Enfin,  Monfieur,  il  faut  que  cette  cefiion 
foit  le  denouement  de  la  guerre,  &  le  gage 
d'une  paix  certaine  entre  la  France,  la 
Grande  Bretagne,  &:  la  Hullande,  &  ceux 
des  allies  que  vous  pouvez  y  faire  entrer.  Si 
cela  n'eft  pas,  le  Roi  demande  Texecution 
du  projet  dont  fa  Majefte  eft  convenue  avec 
la  Reine,  e'eft  a  dire,  de  faire  une  paix  par- 
ticuliere  immediatement  apres  que  les  re- 
nonciations  conccrtees  auront  ete  enregi- 
trees. 

Voila  tout  ce  que  le  Roi  peut  faire,  &  je 
fuis  perfuade  que  vous  trouverez  que  c'eif. 
beaucoup,  apres  tout  ce  que  j'ai  eu  l*hon- 
neur  de  vous  dire  &  de  vous  ecrire,  &  de 
plus  fa  Majefte  etant  inftruite  de  1'etat  & 
des  refolutions  de  la  Hollande. 

Je  \  ipplic  de  croire   qu'on  ne  peut 

etre  plus  parfaitement  que  je  fuis, 
Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

M  3  &e 
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De  Aonfieur  de  *Iorcy*. 

A  Verfailles,  le  26me  d'O&obre,  17 12. 

QUOIQUE  Matthieu  foit  l'homme  du 
monde  le  plus  infupportable,  je  crois,  my 
Lord,  qu'il  a  encore  affez  de  probite  pour 
travailler  de  bonne  foi,  &  tout  de  fon  mieux 
a  fmir  notre  ouvrage ;  nous  fommes  done 
convenus  qu'il  partiroit  pour  aller  vous  trou- 
ver,  &  pour  vous  affurer,  mieux  que  je  ne 
puis  faire  moi-meme,  du  deiir  iincere  & 
veritable  qu'on  a  ici  de  conclure  &  avec 
vous  Sc  avec  des  allies  a  qui  vous  donnez 
une  protection  qu'ils  n'ont  gueres  meritee  ; 
mais  e'eft  vous  que  Ton  coniidere,  &  l'etat 
de  vos  afFaires. 

FinifTez  done,  my  Lord,  comme  il  depend 
de  vous  de  le  faire,  &  renvoyez  au  plutot 
Matthieu,  arm  que  j'aie  le  plailir  de  le  faire 
pendre,  cemme  il  s'y  eft  engage,  fi  la  paix 
n'eft  pas  conclue  moyennant  la  ceffion  de 
Tournay. 

S'il  eft  de  bonne  foi,  il  vous  dira  ce  que  je 
fouffre  en  mon  particulier  de  ce  change- 
ment ;  les  Lnfidelles  triomphent  &  je  recois 
des  reprochca  que  d'autres  (entices  n'efTacc- 

»  Thi#  i«  evidcntl)  a  private  letter. 

ront 
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ront  jamais.  Mais  je  fouffre  pour  vous,  & 
li  la  paix  fe  fait  comme  j'eiper*",  je  ferai  con- 
tent   quand  meme   Matthieu  ne  feroit  pas 

pendu.     Je  fuis,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

Je  vous  prie,  Monfieur,  de  faire  atten- 
tion aux  deux  memoires  qu'il  vous  remettra, 
dont  vous  connoifTez  parfaitement  l'impor- 
tance. 


De  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 

EN  FIN,  my  Lord,  le  point  capital  de 
la  renonciation  du  Roi  d'Efpagne  vient  d'etre 
confomme  a  Madrid,  &  je  ne  puis  mieux 
vous  informer  de  ce  qui  s'eft  palle  en  cette 
oc canon,  qu'en  vous  envoyant  la  copie  de  la 
lettre  que  Monfieur  de  Bonac  *  a  ecrite  au 
Roi  en  fortant  des  Cortes,  ou  la  fondtion  s'eft 
faite.  Je  ne  doute  pas  que  Monfieur  le 
Comte  de  Lexington,  qui  en  a  ete  temoin, 
n'en  rende  compie  a  la  Reme. 

L'enresjtrement  de  l'acle  de  renonciation 
fera  fait  au  Parlement  tie  Paris,  auilitot  que 
Toriginal,  qu'on  attend  de  Madrid,  fera  ar- 

*  Envoy  of  France  at  Madrid, 

M  4  rive 
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rive  ici ;  &  les  copies  authentiques  en  feront 
auffi  enregitrees  enfuites  dans  tous  les  an  t  res- 
Parlemens  du  rovaume. 

Vous  voyez,  my  Lord,  que  de  la  part  du 
Roi,  tout  eft  corame  accompli.  Car  les 
renonciations  de  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Berry, 
&  Monfieur  le  Due  d'Orleans,  font  pretes, 
&  elles  partiront  pour  l'Efpagne  auflitot  que 
Facie  original  de  la  renonciation  du  Roi  Ca- 
tholique  fera  arrivec.  Cell  done  de  vous 
prefentement,  qu'il  faut  attendre  la  conibm- 
mation  de  l'ouvrage,  &  je  fuis  periuade  que 
vous  ne  la  differerez  pas.  Je  vous  avoue 
que  je  fouhaiterois  fort  qu'il  ne  fut  pas  ne- 
ceflaire  de  prolonger  le  terns  de  la  fuipenfion 
dont  le  terme  fin  it  dans  un  mois. 

J'attends  avec  impatience  de  nouvelles  de 
Monfieur  Prior,  &  quelque  fujet  que  j'ai  de 
me  plaindre  de  lui  en  mon  particulier,  je 
ferai  tres  aife  de  le  revoir,  fans  qu'il  mefite 
dVtre  pendu.  Son  retour  me  fera  d'autant 
plus  de  plaiiir  que  je  faurai  de  lui  de  Vos  nou- 
velks  particulieres ;   &   je   vous  afrure,  my 

rd,  qu'il  y  a  peut-ctre  mil  endroit  au 
monde  nil  Ton  s*inteVefle  plus  fienliblcment 
qu'ici  a  tout  ce  qui   VOUS  regardc. 

Monfieur  le   Due  il'Aumont  prcfle  vive- 

ment 
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mcnt  Ion  depart,  mais  je  voudrois  bien  que 
Matthieu  fut  re  vena  auparavant,  quoique 
j'ai  appris  a  mes  depenfes  qu'il  faut  ie  deher 
de  fes  confeils.     Je  ibis,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

A  Marli,  le  i^me  Novembre,  17 12. 

De  Monficur  de  Torcy. 
Monsieur, 

De  Whitehall,  cc  nme  November,  V.S.  1712. 

QUOIQUE  Matthieu  doit  partir  a  la  fin 
de  cette  femaine,  je  n'ai  pourtant  pas  voulu 
manquer  de  profiter  de  cette  occafion  de 
vous  ecrire,  par  le  courier  que  l'Abbe  Gaul- 
tier  a  defiein  de  depecher,  Sc  de  vous  ^ 
que  je  me  trompe  fort  fi  vous  ne  foyez  con- 
tent de  nous. 

Les  inftrucYions  du  Comte  de  Strafford 
font  dreffees,  &  j'en  ai  montre  a  l'Abbe  un 
article  par  lequel  il  eft  tres  expreiTtment 
ordonne  a  ce  miniftrc,  auffi-bieri  qu'a  Mon- 
lieur  l'Eveque  de  Briftol,  de  declarer  aux 
miniftres  de  l'etat,  que  e'eft  pour  la  dern 
fois  que  la  Reine  les  recherche,  que  fa  Ma- 
jefte  efpere  qu'ils  accepteront  les  conditions 
qui  leur  font  offertcs,  &  qu'ils  entreront  fans 
rtferve  &  fans  delai  dans  les  mefures  de  la 

paix : 
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paix  ;  que  s'ils  pretendent  de  perdfe  plus 
de  tems  en  negociant,  ou  de  creer  de  nou- 
veaux  obftacles  par  des  dcmandes  ulterieures, 
la  Rcine  conclura  foil  traite  avec  la  France 
&  TEfpagne,  &  ne  s'embarraffera  plus  des 
interets  de  leur  republique. 

Au  furplus,  vous  voulez  bien  que  je  me 
remette  a  ce  que  j'aurai  rhonneur  de  vous 
ecrire  en  deux  jours  d'ici  par  Ton  Excellence 
Matthieu.  Je  crois  que  vous  le  trouverez 
inftruit  a  rinir  toutes  chofes,  &  que  malgre 
fa  phiiionomie,  qui  n'eft  pas  des  plus  heu- 
reufes,  il  ne  fera  pas  pendu  pour  le  coup. 

Avant  que  de  fmir  cette  lettre,  il  faut  que 
je  vous  dife,  Monfieur,  que  j'ai  fait  arreter 
un  certain  Beaulieu,  qui  fe  dit  Languedo- 
cien  ;  il  pretend  d'avoir  eu  une  affaire  avec 
Monlieur  de  Baville,  au  fujet  d'une  arfemblee 
de  Protefrans,  tenuc  dans  le  Haut  Vivares, 
&  d'un  paffeport  donne  a  un  nommc  Prurat, 
£c  s'etre  retire  par  cette  raifon  de  France. 
Jc  faisqu'il  s'efr.  donnc  beaucoup  de  mouve- 
ment  parmi  lea  reYugies,  &je  le  foupconne 
d'avoir  trame  dcj  defleins  chimeriqucs  a  la 
Vcritr,  mais  qui  ne  doivent  pourtant  pas  etre. 
negli;  :  fai  addrefles*  &  j'ai  pris  des 
mcfurcs  flares  pour  auctcr  toutes  ies  letircs; 

J'- 
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j«  vous  avertirai  de  tout  ce  que  je  pourrai 
decouvrir. 

Je  finiiTois  ma  lettre  quand  votre  courier 
eft  arrive,  par  lequel  j'ai  recu  cclle  que  vous 
m'avez  fait  rhonneur  de  m'ecrire  le  1 5me 
de  ce  mois.  Je  me  rejouis  avec  vous,  Moa- 
iieur,  de  la  bonne  nouvelle  ;  les  ennemi>  dc 
la  paix  ne  pourront  plus  traverfer  ce  grand 
ouvrage,  &  je  me  fiatte  qu'en  tres  peu  de 
femaines  on  y  donnera  la  dernitre  main. 

Prior  ne  tardera  pas  a  jouir  d'un  bonheur 
que  je  lui  envie,  celui  de  vous  voir,  &  de 
vous  embrafler  ;  le  Due  d' Hamilton  lei'uivr^ 
de  prts. 

Adieu,  Monfieur,  tout  aimable  que  vous 
etes,  il  n'y  a  pas  peut-etre  au  monde  un 
homme  qui  vous  aime  tant  que  Votre,  &c. 

B, 


To  tbe  Earl  of  Strafford. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  November,  i  ith,  17 12. 

YOUR  Lordfhip  will  receive  with   this 

letter,  the  inftruclions    to  my    Lord  Privy 

Seal  and  yourfelf,  together  with  fome  papers 

referred  to  in  them,  and  others    which   I 

judged 
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judged  neceflary  for  your  Lordfhip's  infor- 
mation *.  The  extracts  of  letters  relating: 
to  the  barrier  treaty,  will  ferve  as  vouchers 
to  forne  matters  which  you  will  have  occa- 
fion  to  advance  ;  and  which  will  very  pro- 
bably be  controverted,  when  you  come  to 
debate  the  new  project  with  the  Dutch  Mi- 
nifters.  I  confeis  I  mean  particularly  to  en- 
able your  Lordfhip,  and  Lord  Privy  Seal  (at 
the  lame  time  as  you  tell  the  Dutch  that  there 
can  be  no  union  between  us  and  them,  unlefs 
they  agree  entirely  to  lay  afide  the  whole 
barrier-treaty,  that  fcandalous  inflance  of 
our  being  fold  by  a  faction)  to  reproach  the 
Penfionary  and  the  other  Minifters  for  1m- 
pofing  fo  grofsly  on  the  eaiinefs  and  good- 

*  Inclofed  were  inftru&ions  for  the  Lords  Plenipotentiaries, 
dated  November  nth,  1712. — Copy  of  Monficur  Hoffman's 
memorial,  dated  G&obtr  22;, d.  17 12. — Copy  of  Lord  Boling- 
broke's  anfvver,  dated  November  nth,  1712. — Copy  of  Mon- 
lieur  Mellarede's  memorial. — Points  relating  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy. — A  paper  concerning  North  America. — A  paper  con- 
ing the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  not  yet  adjufted. 
— Copy  of  the  articles  not  yet  adjufted,  together  with  the 
amendment  made  to  fome  of  them,  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
ipon  the  firft  project  of  tlu  articles  to  be  infilled  up- 
on  to  be  made  part  of  the  treaty  of  commerce. — A  comi 
rifon  of  duties  according  to  the  tnrif  of  1664. — A  companion 
of  c  letters,  from   Mr.  Boyle,  to  Lord  Townfhend, 

Concerning  the  ba  ;  h,  ioih  July,  2nd,  8th 

r,  1  -;oi). —  Extracts  of  lettlrs,  from  Lord  Towrifhend 
to  Mr.  Boyle,  ol  the  ad,  5th  July,  and  26th  k r,  1709. 

—  And  one   to  Lord  Sunderland,  ol  the    x it  of  November, 
I  709. 

nature 
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nature  of  my  Lord  Townfliend,  as  to  make 
him  admit  fuch  things  as  they  propoicd, 
though  foreign  to  the  iiiccerTion  or  the  bar- 
rier, after  they  had  eftablifhed  it  as  a  prin- 
ciple, that  nothing  fhould  be  inferted  in  that 
treat \ ,  but  what  immediately  concerned 
cither  the  one  or  the  other. 

Your  Lordfhip  will  find  no  paper  want- 
ing, but  the  new  project  of  a  treaty  of  fuc- 
ceffion  and  barrier,  of  which  it  has  not 
be  "ii  pofhble  to  make  a  tranfeript,  the  only 
cop^  of  it  being  my  brouillon,  and  that  being 
in  Mr.  Tilion's  hands,  who  translates  it  into 
Latin.  Your  Lordfhip  will,  however,  be 
fure  to  receive  it  before  you  fet  out  from 
London,  and  if  you  was  to  go  fooner,  it 
fhould  overtake  you  on  the  road.    I  am.  &c. 


A  Monfieitr  Ic  Chevalier  de  Mole  *. 
Monsieur, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  i4me  Novembre,  V.S.  17 12. 

JE  ne  faurois  me  dilpenf  .r  de  vous  fiip- 

plier  d'accorder  votre  protection  a  Moniieur 

&c   Madame    Calandrini,    qui    retournent  a 

l  Intendant  at  Dunkirk. 

Paris. 


174  LETTERS    AND 

Paris.  On  leur  a  fait  peur  des  partis  de  Hun- 
ters &  autres  qu'on  pretend  etre  en  cam- 
pagne  flir  cette  frontiere.  Ayez  la  bonte  de 
leur  donner  des  efcortes,  n  vous  le  jugez  ne- 
ceflaire,  &  de  les  recommander  au  Comman- 
dant de  Boulogne. 

Je  ne  puis  laiffer  echapper  cette  occalion 
de  vous  faire  mes  tres  humbles  remercimens 
de  toutes  les  faveurs  dont  vous  m'avez 
comble,  dans  mon  dernier  voyage.  Je  fuis 
penetre  d'une  tres  vive  reconnoiffance,  &c 
j'ofe  vous  aflurer,  que  je  fuis  plus  qu'homme 
au  monde,  Moniieur,  votre,  &c. 

Je  prends  la  liberte  d'arTurer  Madame  de 
Mole  de  mes  tres  humbles  refpecls. 


A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
Monsieur, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  i4meNovembre,  V.S.  17 12, 

QUOIQUE  je  craigne  de  vous  etre  im- 
porting je  ne  puis  pourtant  pas  m'cmnechcr 
dc  vous  recomrvander  encore  une  fois  les  in- 
tcrets  de  Monfieur  Calandrini.  Je  les  re- 
garde  con-.!  micnnes  propres,  cV  comme 
je  n'ai  jamais  fcnti  une  douleur  plus  vivo 
que  cellc  que  rrTa  caufe*  le  malhcur  de  ccttc 

famillc, 
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famille,  ainfi  ne  puis-je  efptrer  un  plus 
grand  plaifir  que  celui  de  la  voir  retablie 
par  les  bons  offices  &  puiflante  protection 
de  riiomme  du  monde  auquel  je  fouhaiterois 
le  plus  d'etre  oblige. 

La  grace  que  je  demande  pour  eux,  &  qui 
les  tireroit  quoiqu'avec  une  perte  tres  coa- 
fiderable,  d'affaires,  ell  que  Monficur  Def- 
marets  aie  la  bonte  de  chancer  leurs  affisma- 
is  en  des  billets  de  Reccveurs-Generaux, 
pa)ables  aux  memes  echcances,  qui  font  en 
17  1 4  &  1715,  s'ils  pouvoient  en  mcme-tems 
obtenir  une  cinquantaine  de  milles  livres  a 
compte  de  leurs  aflignations,  la  faveur  feroit 
complete,  &  l'obligation  que  je  vous  en  au- 
rois  eternelle. 

Encore  un  coup,  pardonnez  a  mon  im- 
portunite,  &  fbvez  perfiiade  que  je  fuis,  & 
que  je  ferois  toute  ma  vie,  avec  la  plus  haute 
eftime,  &  la  plus  parfaite  amitie, 

Monficur,  votre,  &c. 

B. 


To 
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A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
De  Whitehall,  ce       me  Novembre,  V.S.   17 12. 

ENF1N,  Monfieur,  nous  voici  a  la  vcille 

de  la  paix,  &  j'efpere  que   vous  trouverez 

.les  argumens  de  Monfieur  Prior  plus  con- 

vaincants  a  fon  retour,  que  vous  n'avez  fait 

avant  fon  depart. 

La  fermete  de  la  Reine  vaincra  1'opinia- 
-  tretc  des  Hollandois,  les  facilites  qu'a  don- 
nees  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne  mettrOnt 
ceux  qui  gouvernent  cette  republique  dans 
un  etat  a  n'ofer  plus  long-tems  faire  les 
guerriers.    Voila  comme  nous  raifonnons  ici. 

Mais  li  contre  notre  attente,  les  Etats* 
Generaux  prenoient  le  parti  de  vouloir,  apres 
la  ceflion  de  Tournav,  former  les  demandes 
ulterieures,  &  embarrafTer  la  negociation  de 
nouveau,  la  Reine  fe  contentera  d'avoir  fait 
pour  eux  tout  ce  qu'clle  a  pu,  &  dans  ce  cas? 
Monfieur,  les  Plenipotentiaires  de  fa  Majcite 

icront  avec  ceux  des  allies  quivoudront  y 
eutrcr,  le  traite  particulicr  avec  la  France 

&   1  'IC. 

Ce  que  '\\\\  1'honneur  prefehtement  de  vous 
,   eft  conform e   aux    inftruftions  que 

ifieur    le    Comte  de  Strafford   vient  de 

recevoir, 
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recevoir,  &  cette  refolution  parolt  ii  decitive 
qu'il  n'eft  plus  neceflaire  d'entrer  dans  la 
difcurlion  de  plufieurs  points  contenus  dans 
votre  dcpeche  du  2  6me  Oclobre.  II  me 
femble  que  nous  devons  etre  contents  les 
ims  des  autres,  &  vous  me  permettrez,  Mon- 
iieur  dc  vous  dire,  que  ti  le  Roi  de  fon  cote 
a  fait  quelques  facrifices  \  our  l'amour  de  la 
paix,  ce  n'etoit  que  fur  la  connance  que  la 
Reine  a  toujours  eu  dans  les  intentions  de  fa 
Majefte  Tics  Chretienne  qu'elle  a  fait  de 
certains  pas,  qui  ne  font  pas  dans  la  regie 
ordinaire  de  la  negociation,  &  que  vous  fa- 
vez  tres-bien,  fans  qu'il  foit  nccelfaire  que  je 
les  rappelle. 

Moniieur  Prior  vous  expliquera  de  bouche 
ce  que  la  Reine  fait  declarer  aux  Eta:  ( 
ncraux  fur  les  interets  de  TEledeur  de  Ba- 
^  iere,  &  fa  Majefte  efpere  que  !e  Roi  verra 
par-la  combien  elle  fouhaite  de  lui  plaire 
dans  tout  ce  qui  depend  d'elle.  11  faut  pour- 
tant,  Alonfieur,  que  je  dife,  que  nous'  ne 
voyons  pas  comment  les  pretentions  de  ce 
Prince  viennent  a  etre  melees  avec  la  pro- 
portion de  la  ceflion  de  Tour  nay.  Quand 
il  s'agiflbit  de  donner  la  Sicile  au  Due  de 
Savoy e,  vous  difiez    que  ce    royaume    etoit 

Vol.  II.  N  defline 
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deftine  par  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  a  l'Electeur  dc 
Baviere,  lequel,  par  confequent,  devoit  etrc 
dedommag-e,  ce  dedommagement  fut  memo 
fpecifie,  fk  la  Sardagne  fut  demandee  ;  mais 
aujourd'hui  le  cas  eft  fort  different,  &  vous 
m'avouerez  que  Tournay  ne  feroit  point 
donne  a  TElecleur  li  les  Hollandois  furent 
obliges  a  s'en  defiftcr. 

La  ceffion  de  la  Sicile  accordee,  &  le 
dioit  du  Due  de  Savoye  a  la  couronne  d'Ef- 
pagne fubftitue  apres  le  Roi  Philippe  &  fes 
enfans,  on  ne  peut  plus  douter  que  ce  Prince 
n'entre  dans  toutes  les  mefures  qui  out  ete 
prifes  pour  parvenir  a  la  paix.  La  Reine 
compte  la-defTus,  &  en  effet  fon  Altelfe 
Royale  eft  tro'p  eclairee  pour  vouloir  re- 
noncer  a  des  avantages  reels  &  folides,  tels 
que  nous  lui  propofons,  &  fe  repaitre  des 
chimeres  de  la  cour  de  Vienne. 

L'article  de  la  barriere  du  cote  de  la 
1  ,  ance  paroiffoit  devoir  etre  la  pierre  d'a- 
choppement.  Vous  favez,  Moniieur,  com- 
bien  vous  avez  cte  roide  la-defTus,  &  je 
vous  puis  affurcr  que  les  Miniftres  de  Sa- 
ve en  out  toujours  parle  comme  d'une 
chofc  clfentielle  aux  intercts  de  leur  maitre, 
&   fans   l*acquiittion  de  laqucile  il  n'obtien- 

droit 
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droit  pas  cette  furete  que  fa  Majeftc  Tres 
Chretienne  a  promis  de  vouloir  fairc  trouver 
dans  la  paix  a  tous  les  allies.  Par  ce  que 
Monfieur  Prior  aura  1'honneur  de  vous  re- 
prefenter,  vous  verrez  que  cette  difficulte  ne 
fubfifte  plus,  &  il  me  femble  que  Ton  AltefTe 
Royale  fe  retranche  a  ne  demander  que  cc 
qui  a  ete  renferme  dans  l'offre  d'Exilles, 
de  Feneftrelles,  &  de  la  Vallee  de  Praorelas, 
ou  pour  mieux  dire,  que  ce  qui  eft  abfolu- 
ment  neceffaife  pour  rcndre  ces  places  d'au- 
cune  utilite.  A  1'egard  de  la  liberte  de  for- 
tifier, que  fon  AltefTe  Royale  fouhaite  d'avoir, 
nonobftant  le  traitc  de  1696*  je  crois  que  le 
Roi  ne  fera  point  de  difficulte  de  la  lui  ac- 
corder,  pourvu  qu'elle  s'oblige  a  ne  pas  s'ei\ 
fervir  pour  rebatir  les  fortifications  de  Pig- 
nerol. 

J'ai  parcouru  les  projets  de  traitc  qui  ont 
ete  drefles  a  Utrecht,  tant  par  Meffieurs  les 
Plenipotentiaires  du  Roi  que  par  ceux  de  la 
Reine ;  6c  je  n'y  trouve  de  difference  con- 
siderable, que  fur  deux  articles,  celui  d'Ame- 
rique  Septentrionale,  &  celui  de  commerce. 
Je  ne  veux  pas  entrer  dans  ce  detail,  ce  fe- 
roit  urie  affaire  d'une  trop  longue  cjifcuffion, 
&  au  lieu  de  vous  ecrire  une  lettre,  je  vous 
N  2  enverrois 
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enverfois  un  livre.  Monfieur  Prior  vous  en- 
tretiendra  fur  ces  points,  &  je  me  bornerai 
a  vous  prier  de  tomber  d'accord  avec  lui  de 
quclques  expediens,  a  fin  que  les  Miniftres  a 
Utrecht  n'ayent  rien  a  demeler  enfemble, 
mais  puiiTent  concourir  unanimement  a  faire 
entrer  les  autres  dans  desr  fentimens  paci- 
fiques. 

Je  veux  finir  cette  lettre  comme  je  l'ai 
commence  ;  enfin,  Monfieur,  nous  voici  a  la 
veille  de  la  paix,  ne  faifons  point  naufrage 
dans  le  port,  mais  concluons  au  plutot  un 
ouvrage  du  fucces  duquel  depend  le  bon- 
heur  de  tant  de  peuplcs  du  fiecle  prefent,  & 
de  ceux  qui  font  a  venir.    Je  fuis,  6cc. 

B. 


To  the  Duke  of  Ar gyle. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  November  19th,  O.S.  17 12. 

I  EXPECTED  an  opportunity  of  writ- 
ing to  your  Grace  by  a  more  fafe  and  fpeedy 
conveyance  than  ordinary,  but  that  having 
not  yet  offered  itfclf,  I  no  longer  defer  put- 
ting you  in  mind  of  one  of  the  mod:  faithful 
and  aireclionatc  of  thoit-  many  lervants 
which  you  left  behind  you. 

3  As 


CORRESPONDENCE,    &C  l8l 

As  to  Mr.  Durand,  for  whofe  fettlement 
your  Grace  was  lb  juftly  folicitous,  I  think 
he  may  depend  on  having  a  fixed  eftablilh- 
ment  of  500  1.  a  year ;  whatever  falls  fhort 
of  this  fum  in  the  allowance  of  the  ord- 
nance, will  be  made  up  to  him  by  particular 
warrant. 

As  to  the  money  for  carrying  forward 
the  works  *,  I  cannot  {peak  ib  pofitively, 
but  I  will  tell  you  ingenuouily  what  I  ima- 
gine is  the  fecret — we  are  got  into  the  win- 
ter,  the  meeting  of  the  parliament  ap- 
proaches, and  my  Lord  Trealurer  would  be 
glad  to  fee  what  inclination  the  Houle  of 
Commons  will  fhow  to  furniih  fuppiies  for 
this  fervice,  before  he  engages  in  any  extra- 
ordinary expence  ;  befides,  he  may  perhaps 
confider  that  thefe  acquifitions  by  the  peace 
will  appear  much  lets  valuable  if  an  imme- 
diate charge  attends  them,  let  that  charge 
be,  in  its  confequence,  never  ib  advanta- 
geous. In  this  manner  I  account  for  that 
care  which  I  fee  taken  to  make  the  ex- 
pence,  both  of  Minorca  and  Port  Mahon, 
look  as  little  as  poflible,  and  to  contrive,  if 
that  may  be  done,  to  make  this  contribute 

*  Probably  the  fortifications  at  Minorca. 

N  3  to 
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to  its  own  maintenance  ;  for  this  end,  there 
is  a  Surveyor  of  the  Crown  appointed,  who 
will  fhortly  be  fent  thither,  and  whofe  com- 
miflion  will  direct  him  to  enquire  into  the 
tenures  of  lands,  the  prefent  revenues,  &c. 

As  to  your  Grace's  uncle,  who  you  de- 
fire  mould  be  made  CommiiTary  of  the 
Mufters  for  the  northern  part  of  Britain, 
I  have  not  been  negligent  in  applying  for 
him ;  but  I  have  not  yet  received  fuch  an 
anfwer  as  edifies  me,  or  would  edify  you, 
and  when  I  cannot  fpeak  clearly,  I  choofe 
to  hold  my  tongue,  My  opinion  is,  that  it 
is  not  intended  for  him  ;  but  I  will  fhortly, 
either  by  Lord  Hay  *  or  by  letter  to  your 
Grace,  be  more  categorical  on  this  head. 

I  mud  not  omit  by  this  opportunity  to 
acquaint  your  Grace  with  the  tragical  event 
of  lafl  Saturday  :  My  Lord  Mohun  had,  on 
Thurfday,  given  very  brutal  language  to  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton,  at  the  chambers  of  a 
Mafter  in  Chancery ;  the  latter  replied  in 
no  provoking  manner,  and  intended  to  pafs 
it  over  as  the  effect  of  wine ;  but  the  next 
day,  Mohun  lent  him  a  challenge  by  M'Cart- 
ncy  ;  that  is,  he  who  gave  the  affront  de- 

•  Brother  to  the  Duke  of  Argyle. 

manded 
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nianded  fatisfaclion  of  the  perfon  who  re- 
ceived it.  They  fought,  received  three  or 
four  wounds  each,  and  both  died  on  the  fpot, 
or  a  few  minutes  after  *. 

I  will  detain  your  Grace  no  longer  from 
being  better  employed  than  in  reading  my 
letter,  but  fubferibe  myfelf,  faithfully  and 
affectionately,  your's,  &c. 


To  the  Queen* 

Madam, 

Whitehall,  November  20th,  17 12. 

I  RECEIVED  this  morning  a  letter 
from  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  with  an  account 
that  the  King  of  Spain's  renunciation  of  the 
kingdom  of  France  has  been  approved  and 
regiftered  by  the  Cortes :  that  the  Dukes 
of^ Berry  and  Orleans  have  figned  their  re- 
nunciations of  any  right  to  the  Crown  of 
Spain  :  that  thefe  lad  renunciations  are  fent 
into  Spain,  to  be  regiftered  by  the  Cortes, 
as  the  former  will  be  regiftered  in  the  Par- 

*  This  unfortunate  occurrence  underwent  the  interpre- 
tation of  party- prejudice;  it  was  faid  that  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton  did  not  meet  with  fair  play  from  M'Cartney,  the 
fecond  of  his  antagonift,  and  that  his  Grace  died  by  a  thruft 
from  him. 

N  4  liaments 
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liaments  of  France,  the  moment  it  arrives 
from  Madrid,  which  Monfieur  de  Torcy  is 
in  hourly  expectation  of. 

The  French  and  Spaniards  have,  by  thefe 
fteps,  almoft  entirely  fmifhed  the  execu- 
tion of  the  great  article  of  the  peace  ;  and 
I  find  they  are  at  Marly  under  no  fmall 
impatience  for  Mr.  Prior's  return,  and  to 
be  informed  of  your  Majefty's  deciiion. 
This  eagernefs,  on  the  part  of  France,  to 
conclude,  ftrengthens  (till  more  your  Ma- 
jefty's hands,  and  enables  you  to  give  the 
law. 

It  is  my  duty  likewife  to  acquaint  your 
Majefty  with  a  piece  of  intelligence  which 
was  fent  to  the  French  AmbafTador  in  Swii- 
ferland,  from  a  peribn  not  named  to  me,  but 
faid  to  live  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  can- 
ton of  Berne ;  and  which,  however  impro- 
bable, is  too  horrid  not  to  alarm  thole  who, 
by  inclination  and  gratitude,  as  well  as  alle- 
giance, are  devoted  to  your  Majefty.  The 
informer  pretends  to  have  dilcovered,  in 
the  clolet  of  a  feiiator  who  is  in  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  allies,  a  deiign  carried  on  by 
the  allies,  for  thus  general  is  the  expreftion, 
Either  bv  iuboining  your  Majefty's  guards,  or 

by 
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by  gaining  your  fervants,  to  poifon  your  Ma- 
jefty,  or  carry  you  off.  He  adds,  that  moff  of 
the  French  refugees,  who  are,  it  feems,  the 
newfmongers  there,  as  they  are  in  all  other 
places,  affect  to  give  out  that  your  Majeffy 
(hall  not  arrive  at  the  end  you  propofe,  but 
that  all  your  meafures  mail  be  broken.  Thcfe 
are,  I  hope,  nothing  more  than  the  effects  of 
impotent,  but  noiiy,  rage ;  and  God,  who 
has  raifed  you  up  for  the  good  of  the  world, 
will  preferve  you  as  a  bleffing  to  your  own 
people,  and  to  all  the  nations  round  us. 
Monfieur  de  Torcy  concludes  his  letter  by 
mentioning  the  complaints  made  in  Spain, 
that  your  Majefty 's  troops  acted  after  the 
fufpenfion  of  arms ;  which  did  happen,  bv 
Mr.  Pearce's  not  receiving  his  orders  in 
time. 

I  muff  not  omit  to  let  your  Majefty  know, 
that  the  poff  has  been  robbed,  both  in  France 
.near  Amiens,  and  here  a  little  way  out  of 
Southwark  ;  the  letters  directed  to  my  Lord 
Treafurer,  to  my  Lord  Dartmouth,  to  the 
Abbe  Gaultier,  and  to  one  Malot,  at  whole 
houfe  the  latter  ufually  is,  have  been  open- 
ed. The  Lords  have  this  eveniiiGT  direct- 
ed 

ed  an  order  of  council  to  be  prepared,  on 

consulting 
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confulting  the  Poft-mafters,  the  Attorney, 
and  the  Solicitor*,  for  difcovering  the  per- 
fons  concerned,  and  it  will  be  ready  to  be 
laid  before  your  Majefty  on  Sunday,  as  like- 
wile  the  inquifitions  of  the  Coroner,  upon 
the  deaths  of  Duke  Hamilton,  and  Lord 
Mohun. 

I  beg  pardon  for  the  length  of  my  letter, 
and  am,  Madam,  your  Majefty's,  &c« 


De  Monfieur  de  Tc  rcy. 

VOUS  verrez,  Monfieur,  par  la  derniere 
lettre  que  j'ai  recu  de  Monfieur  de  Bonac, 
6c  dont  j'ai  l'honneur  de  vous  envoyer  la 
copie,  que  Facte  de  renonciation  du  Roi 
d'Efpagne  a  la  Couronne  de  France  avoit 
ete  approuve  &  enregitre  par  les  Cortes. 

L'expedition  de  cet  acte,  que  fa  Majefte 
envoie  ici  en  forme,  n'eit  pas  encore  arrivee, 
mais  lc  Roi  ne  l'a  pas  attendu  pour  faire 
figner  &  pour  envoyer  a  Madrid,  les  re- 
nonciations  de  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Berry, 
fc   dc   Monfieur  lc   Due   d'Orleans ;   dies 

*  Genera!. 

font 
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font  portees  par  une  courier  expres  que  le 
Due  d'Olfune  a  depeche  au  Roi  fon  maitre. 

Ainfi,  Monfieur,  le  Roi  d'Elpagne  a  re- 
nonce  a  fes  droits  fur  la  Couronne  de  France, 
la  renonciation  eft:  approuvee  en  Efpagne, 
&  enregitree  par  les  Cortes. 

Les  Princes  de  France  qui  pouvoient  avoir 
droit  fur  la  Couronne  d'Elpagne  y  ont  re- 
nonce,  &  leurs  renonciations  fignees  d'eux  & 
envoyee  a  Madrid,  feront  enregitrces  par  les 
Cortes  immediatement  apres  i'arrivce  du 
courier. 

La  renonciation  du  Roi  d'Elpagne  a  la 
Couronne  de  France  lera  enregitree  incef- 
famment  dans  le  Parlement  de  Paris,  & 
dans  tous  les  autres  parlemens  du  royaume, 
puifqu'elle  efl.  deja  recue  &:  enregitree  par 
les  Cortes,  &  que  le  courier  qui  Tapporte 
ici   eft  attendu  a  tous  momens. 

Voila  done  ce  ^ue  le  Roi  &  le  Roi  d'Ef- 
pagne  ont  prom  is,  accompli  en  grande  par- 
tie,  &  le  rejftc  a  la  veille  de  l'etre  entiere- 
ment ;  il  femble  que,  les  affaires  en  cet  etat, 
rien  ne  devroit  plus  arreter  la  conclufion  de 
la  paix ;  cependant,  Monfieur,  dans  le  terns 
que  je  n'attends  de  vous  que  de  bonnes  nou- 
velles,  je  vous  avoue  que  je  ne  puis  m'em- 
2  pecher 
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pccher  d'etre  en  peine  de  votre  filence,  &  de 
celui  de  Monfieur  Prior.  L'Abbe  Gaultier 
meme  ne  m'a  pas  ecrit  depuis  le  1 1  me  de 
cc  mois.  Je  crois  que  vous  comprendrez, 
&  par  confequence,  que  vous  excuferez  aife- 
ment  mon  impatience  dans  une  ccnjoncYure 
ou  il  eft  fi  important  de  fe  conduire  de  con- 
cert. 

Je  vois  de  plus  qu'on  voudroit  accufer  la 
France  de  retarder  la  conclufion  de  la  paix, 
&  vous  favez  fi,  de  la  part  du  Roi,  il  y  a 
ete  perdu  un  moment.  Sa  Majefte  a  meme 
travaille  pour  les  interets  de  Monfieur  le 
Due  de  Savoye  auffi  vivement  que  fi  le  traite 
eut  ete  conclu  avec  ce  Prince,  &  cependant 
elle  ne  fait  pas  quel  eft  l'etat  de  notre  nego- 
ciation  a  Turin ;  on  pretend  meme,  &  on 
I'ecrit  de  quelques  endroits  de  l'ltalie,  que 
ce  Prince  travaille  a  fe  lieu*  plus  que  jamais 
avec  la  maifon  d'Autriche,  que  fori  princi- 
pal objet  eft  d'obtenir  pour  le  Prince  de 
Picmont  rArchiducheiTe  de  l'Empereur  Jo- 
ieph,  avec  le  Milancs  en  dot ;  qu'il  prefcroit 
1'acquifition  de  ce  duchc  a  cclle  de  la  Sicile, 

gardant  cc  Royaume  comme  trop  eloigne 
ttats  pourle  pouvoir  conferver,  &  que 

le 
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le  Milanes  iervant  de  dot  a  l'Archiducheflc, 
il  en  Lroit  Gouverneur  perpetuel. 

Je  crois  que  vous  aurez  eu  ces  memes 
avis,  mais  il  vaut  mieux  les  repeter  que  de 
vous  les  laifTer  ignorer.  II  n'v  a  pas  lieu  de 
douter  auffi  que  la  Reine  if ait  pas  pris  des 
melures  bien  juites  pour  etre  aiFurce  de 
Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye.  Lc  Roi  a  iur 
cet  article,  &  fur  tous  les  autres  qui  regar- 
dent  la  paix,  une  entiere  confiance  en  la 
prudence  de  ia  Majefte  Britannique. 

Mais,  Monfieur,  il  efl  terns  de  finir,  & 
comme  e'eft  de  votre  cote  qu'on  doit  at- 
tendre  le  denouement,  ne  foycz  pas  lurpris 
li  je  vous  demande  avec  empreflement  de 
vos  nouvelles.  Je  le  fais  avec  autant  plus 
de  confiance  que  je  fais  vos  fentimens  &  que 
je  vois  qu'il  n'eft  pas  moins  conforme  aux 
intcrets  qu'a  l'inclination  de  la  Reine,  de 
finir  promptement  l'ouvrage  qu'eile  a  com- 
mence, &  que  nous  voyons  prefqu'au  point 
de  ia  perfection. 

Je  vous  aifure  que  je  ne  puis  m'empecher 
d'etre  alarme  des  difcnirs  que  les  ennemis  de 
la  paix  ne  ceffent  de  tcnir  contre  fa  Majefte 
Britannique,  quoique  je  fais  perfuade  qu  lis 
n'ont  d'autr.e  fondement,  que  le   delir  que 

ceux 
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ceux  qui  les  tiennent,  auroient  de  voir  en- 
core prolonger  la  guerre.  Quelque  vaines 
que  fbient  leurs  menaces,  je  crois  cependant 
Monfieur,  devoir  vous  communiquer  1'extrait 
que  je  viens  de  recevoir  d'une  lettre  qui  a 
ete  ecrite  a  l'Ambaffadeur  du  Roi  en  SuifTe 
par  un  homme  qui  demeure  dans  le  voifi- 
nage  du  Canton  de  Berne.  Vous  en  ferez 
l'ufage  qu'il  vous  plaira,  &  j'efpere  que  vous 
le  regarderez  com  me  un  fimple  difcours, 
dont  les  effets  ne  font  nullement  a  craindre. 

Monfieur  le  Comte  de  Lexington  aura  in- 
forme  la  Reine  des  plaintes  qu'il  a  re5ues  de 
la  part  du  Roi  d'Efpagne  fur  ce  que  le 
commandant  des  troupes  de  la  Grand  Bre- 
tagne  en  Portugal  n'a  pas  obferve  la  fuf- 
peniion,  &  qu'il  a  continue  d'agir  en  faveur 
des  Portugais.  II  en  a  coute  aux  Efpagnols 
de  lever  le  fiege  de  Campo  Mayor.  Je 
fbuhaiterois  pour  les  dedommager,  &  pour  le 
bien  des  affaires,  que  la  Reine  put  obliger 
Monfieur  de  Staremberg  a  faire  embarquer  les 
troupes  Allemandes  qui  font  en  Catalogue, 
mais  en  vcritc  je  doute  fort  qu'il  fe  laiffe 
perfuader. 

Je  vous  fupplie  de  croire  qu'on  ne  peut 

etre 
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ctre  avec  plus  d'attachement,  &  plus   veri* 
tablement,  que  je  fuis,    Monfieur,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

A  Marli,  le  2  5me  Novembre,  17 12. 

Le  Roi  fait  Monfieur  le  Due  d'Aumont 
Chevalier  de  fes  ordres,  avant  que  de  le  faire 
partir. 

Permettez-moi  encore,  my  Lord,  de  vous 
prefler  pour  le  bien  de  1'arFaire,  de  me  don- 
ner  dc  vos  nouvelles,  &  de  ne  perdre  point 
de  terns  pour  finir,  puifque  vous  voyez  que 
de  la  part  du  Roi  il  n'y  a  pas  eu  un  moment 
de  perdu  a  coniommer  ce  qui  vous  a  ctc 
promis. 


A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
De  Whitehall,  cenme  Novembre,  V.S.  1712. 
%  J'AI  vu,  Monfieur,  par  la  derniere  lettre 
que  vous  m'avez  fait  l'honneur  de  m'ecrire, 
&  que  la  Vigne  me  rendit  hier,  l'impatience 
dans  la  quelle  vous  etes  de  recevoir  de  nos 
nouvelles. 

Corame  je  trouve  cette  impatience  tres- 
bien  fondee,  je  n'ai  pas  voulu  attendre  le  de- 
part de  Prior,  mais  je  vous  envoie  le  meme 
courier,  &  je  le  charge  de  la  lettre  ci-jointe 
que  Matthieu  vous  devroit  avoir  remis. 

Ce 
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■  i 

Ce  vifage  de  bois  ne  commencera  fon 
voyage  que  Lundi  prochain,  &  vous  ne  fe- 
rez  iiirpris  de  ce  delai,  quand  vous  faurez 
la  trifle  avanture  de  Samedi  pafle  ;  l'Abbe 
Gaultier  ne  manquera  pas  de  vous  informer 
que  le  Due  d'Hamilton  s'eft  battu  en  duel 
avec  Monfieur  de  Mohun,  &  que  tous  les 
deux  font  reft.es  fur  la  place. 

La  Reine  ne  tardera  pas  a  nommer  un 
autre  ArnbafTadeur,  &  je  me  trompe  fort  fi 
vous  n'en  foyez  content. 

Le  Roi  &  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  ont  a  peu 
pres  accomplis  tout  ce  qu'ils  ont  promis  a 
l'egard  du  grand  article  pour  empecher  la 
reunion  des  deux  monarchies.  Je  l'avoue 
Monfieur,  &je  feroisau  deiefpoir,  ii  denotre 
cote  Ton  avoit  rien  neglige  de  tout  ce  qui 
peut  contribuer  a  prefler  la  conclufion  du 
grand  ouvrage  de  la  paix.  Vous  iavez, 
fans  que  je  vous  le  dife,  la  nature  de  notre 
gouvernement,  &  le  genie  de  notre  peuple, 
combien  de  mefures  nous  avons  a  prendre, 
combien  d'efprits  nous  avons  a  menager, 
ainfi  vous  ne  ferez  pas  furpris  quand  les  re- 
ponfes  que  vous  attendee  d'ici  ne  viennent 
point  avec  toute  l1cxpedition  que  les  con- 
jondlurcs  paroifTeiit  exJgcr. 

Pour 
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Pour  cette  fois,  j'efpere  que  vous  vous 
trouverez  dedommage  de  notre  lenteur,  par 
cette  refolution  decifive  que  le  Comte  de 
Strafford  eft  alle  porter  en  Hollande. 

Ce  que  vous  marquez  dans  votre  lettre, 
des  intrigues  qu'on  pretend  etre  tramees  par 
le  Due  de  Savoye  a  la  cour  de  Vienne,  eft 
conforme  a  des  avis  que  nous  avons  de  terns 
en  terns  lecu.  Dans  l'autre  lettre  j'ai  touche 
les  raifons  qui  out  empeche  la  Reine  d'y 
faire  aucune  attention.  J'ajouterai  dans 
cellc-ci,  que  Meftieurs  les  Miniftres  Impe- 
riaux  out  afTeclcs  dans  plufieurs  occafions  de 
faiiv  dc  pareilles  infinuations,  ne  fouhaitant 
rien  de  mieux  que  de  brouiller  Son  AltelTe 
Royale  avec  la  Reine,  &  de  rendre  ion  ac- 
eommodement  avec  le  Roi  plus  difficile. 

Je  vous  fuis  extremement  oblige  des  avis 
que  vous  me  donnez,  touchant  les  menaces 
que  font  les  ennemis  dc  la  paix.  La  Reine, 
j'oie  dire,  poufie  un  peu  trop  loin  cette 
maxime  de  Cefar,  qu'il  vaut  mieux  mourir 
que  de  vivre  dans  une  crainte  continuelle  de 
la  mort ;  mais  nous  autres  qui  avons  Thon- 
neur  de  la  fervir,  ne  negligerons  rien  de 
tout  ce  qui  peut  contribuer  a  mettre  en  fii- 
rete  une  vie  auffi  precieuie  que  la  fienne. 

Vol.  III.  O  Sa 
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Sa  Majefte  a  ete  fort  fachee  de  ce  qui 
eft  arrive  en  Portugal ;  le  Commandant  des 
troupes  l'excufe  endifant  qu'il  n'a  pas  manque 
de  declarer  &  d'obferver  la  fufpenfion  d'ar- 
mes,  d'abord  qu'il  a  recu  fes  ordres.  Mon 
opinion  eft  que  les  Portugais  ont  intercepte  les 
premieres  lettres  que  le  Comte  de  Dartmouth 
lui  a  ecrit  fur  ce  fujet :  je  ne  fais  pas  quel 
parti  Monlieur  de  Staremberg  prendra.  11  eft 
impoflible  qu'il  puiife  fe  foutenir  en  Cata- 
logue, &  s'il  refufe  d'embarquer  fes  Alle- 
mands,  je  crois  qu'il  trouvei'a  quelque  dirfi- 
culte  a  faire  fa  retraite  com  me  Xenophon  fit 
la  fienne. 

L/Abbe  Gaultier  m'a  mis  au  defefpoir 
quand  il  m'a  dit  que  l'Eveque  de  Briftol  avoit 
re9u  tres  froidement  Monfieur  le  Due  de  St. 
Pierre. 

J'ai  ecrit  a  ce  bon  homme,  dans  les  termes 
les  plus  forts,  que  e'etoit  l'intention  de  la 
Reine  qu'il  fit  fes  plus  grands  efforts,  con- 
jointement  avec  les  Miniftres  de  France, 
pour  appuyer  les  into  rets  du  Due  ;  par  le 
premier  courier  je  lui  repcterai  ces  ordres 
d'unc  maniere  a  lui  fondre  fa  Mace. 

o 

Je  fuis  trop  le  ferviteur  de  Monfieur  le 
Due  d'Aumont,  pour  ne  pas   prendre  une 

3  Part 
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part  tres  fenfible  dans  la  grace  que  le  Roi 
lui  fait,  &  je  vous  fupplie  de  Ten  aflurer. 

U  eft  terns  de  finir  une  lettre,  que  j'ecris 
fort  a  la  hate,  &  que  vous  aurez  peut-etre 
de  la  peine  a  lire.  Je  fuis  avec  le  plus  grand 
attachement,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 


En  cas  que  l'Eveque  de  Tournay  garde  foil 
eveche,  nous  croyons  que  l'Abbe  Gaultier 
pourroit  etre  declare  fbn  coadjuteur  des  a 
prefent,  pour  les  raifons  que  nous  avons  au- 
trefois touchees. 

S'il  y  a  des  mefures  a  prendre  de  notre 
coteV  vous  n'avez  qu'a  me  les  marquer,  car 
nous  fommes  entierement  difpofes  a  lui  faire 
plaitir,  &  en  effet  il  a  bien  merite  de  la 
France  &  de  TAngleterre. 


A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
Monsieur, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  26me  Novembre,  V.S.  17 12. 

QUOIQUE  la  mort  du  Due  d'Hamil- 
ton,  &  quelques  avrtres  incidens  qui  font 
furvenus,  aient  retarde  le  retour  de  Mon- 
fieur  Prior  en  France,    &   caufe    des  Ion- 

O  2  gueurs 
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gueurs  dans  une  affaire,  qui  n'en  devroit 
fouffrir  aucuiie,  je  crois  que  la  resolution 
que  la  Reinc  vient  de  prendre  re  pare  ra 
cette  perte  de  tems,  &  previendra  tous  les 
obftacles  qui  pourroient  encore  faire  trainer 
la  conclufion  de  notre  grande  ouvrage. 

Sa  Majefte  a  nomme  le  Due  de  Shrews- 
bury pour  etre  Ton  Ambafiadeur  en  Fiance, 
&  comme  il   partira   d'ici   fans  attendre  fes 

1 

equipages,  j'efpere  que  dans  quinze  jours,  a 
compter  de  la  fin  de  cette  femaine,  il  arrivera 
n  Paris. 

Je  vous  envoie  une  convention  pour  la 
prolongation  de  la  fufpenfion  d'armes  ;  vous 
aurcz  la  bonte  d'en  figner  nne  copie,  &  de 
me   la  faire  tenir  an  retour  de  cc  courier. 

J'aicru  que  la  claufe  de  ratification  n'ctoit 
pas  necefTaire  d'y  etre  inferee  ;  fi  vous  jugez 
autrement,  vous  n'avez  qu'a  addrefler  la  ra- 
tification du  Roi  a  l'Abbe  Gaultier,  &  je 
ne  manquerai  pas  de  lui  faire  avoir  imme- 
jment  celle  de  la  Reine. 

La  rcnonciatjon  du  Roi  d'Efpagne  a  la 
Couronne  de  France,  a  etc  faitc  dans  les 
tcrmes  le  plus  forts,  &  de  la  maniere  la 
plus  folenuellc.  Sa  Majefte  ne  doute  pas  que 
les  renunciations   du   Due  de  Berry   &   du 

Due 
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Due  d'Orlc'ans,  ne  foient  concues  dans  des 
termes  egalement  forts,  &  que  tous  les  autres 
actes  necelTaires  pour  l'accomplifiement  de  ce 
grand  article  ne  fe  faflent  d'une  maniere 
egalement  lolennelle  &  authentique.  Mais, 
Monfieur,  pour  prendre  nos  mefures  plus 
furement,  pour  prevenir  le  moindre  mefen- 
tendu  qui  pourroit  caufer  du  retardement 
dans   le  cours  de  trfaire,  la  Reine  nfa 

commande  de  vous  faire  favoir,  quVlle  fou- 
haite  d'avoir  les  copies  des  renonciations  du 
Due  de  Berry  &  du  Due  d' Orleans  a  tout 
droit  fur  la  Couronne  d'Efpagne,  aufli-bien 
que  des  autres  acles  qui  doivent  etre  a  cette 
oceaiion  faits  felon  le  projet  pour  prevenir 
la  reunion  des  deux  monarchies  contenu  dans 
les  articles  propoies  par  la  Reine  le  6me  de 
Juin,  V.S.  &  accepte  par  le  Roi  le  2  2me  du 
meme  mois,  N.S.  1712.  Si  je  ne  recois  pas 
ce  <]ue  j'ai  rhonneur  de  vous  demander  pre- 
fentement,  afiez  a  terns  pour  que  Monfieur 
le  Due  de  Shrewibury  puiffe,  avant  fon  de- 
part, recevoir  la-defTus  les  derniers  ordres  de 
la  Reine,  je  compte  pourtant  que  s'il  ne  fait 
pas  les  fentimeris  de  fa  Majeite  en  partant  de 
i  .ondres,  il  les  faura  du  moins  en  arrivant  a 
Paris,      le  fuis,  Monfieur,  Sec.  B. 

O3  7f 
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To  the  Queen. 
Madam, 

Whitehall,  November  28th,  17 12. 

THE  neceffity  which  my  Lord  Treafurer 
lies  under  of  qualifying  himfelf  to  be  Go- 
vernor, and  which  I  lie  under  as  Director  of 
the  South  Sea  Company,  obliges  us  both  to 
be  in  town  on  Sunday,  of  which  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  acquaint  your  Majefty,  and 
humbly  to  beg  to  be  excufed  my  attendance 
at  Windfor. 

Foreign  letters  we  have  none  to  trouble 
your  Majefty  with.  I  difpatched,  yefterday 
morning  at  break  of  day,  a  courier  to  the 
Court  of  France,  with  two  copies  of  an  acr 
for  prolonging  the  fufpenfion,  executed  by 
myfelf,  one  of  which  is  to  be  returned  exe- 
cuted by  Monfieur  de  Torcy.  This  was  to 
have  been  done,  purfuant  to  your  MajehVs 
order,  by  Mr.  Prior ;  but  as  it  is  \tiy 
poffible  he  may  not  arrive  in  time,  and  as 
any  interval  between  the  expiration  and  re- 
newal of  the  fufpenfion,  would  caufc  great 
confufion,  and  be  of  very  mifchievous  con- 
fequence  to  your  Majefty's  trading  fubjecls, 
my  Lords  of  the  Council  thought  proper  to 

lofe 
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lofe  not  a  moment  in  fending  over  the  con- 
vention to  France,  which  will,  by  this  me- 
thod, be  returned  foon  enough. 

I  have  like  wife,  at  my  Lord  Dartmouth's 
defire,  writ  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  that  he 
mould  fend,  by  the  fame  courier,  draughts 
of  the  renunciations  to  be  made  in  France, 
and  of  the  other  forms  which  are  to  be 
pafTed  in  that  kingdom  for  the  complete 
execution  of  the  article  agreed  upon  to  pre- 
vent the  union  of  the  two  monarchies.  I 
think  this  mould  have  been  fooner  aiked, 
but  hope  we  are  ftill  in  time. 

Finding  the  merchants  have  not  oblerved 
the  notice  formerly  given  about  paffes  and 
certificates,  when  they  fail  to  the  North  Sea, 
and  to  the  Baltic,  the  fame  is  to  be  renewed 
in  the  Gazette  to-morrow. 

Some  of  your  Majefty's  mcfTengers  whom 
I  fent  to  the  coaft,  very  narrowly  miffed 
taking  Mackartney  near  to  Ipfwich,  they 
are  ftill  in  puriuit  of  him,  and  not  without 
hopes  of  fuccefs.     I  am,  Madam, 

Your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful,  &c. 


O  4 
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To  the  Lords  Plenipotentiaries. 
My  Lords, 

Whitehall,  November  28th,  17 12. 

I  MUST  not  omit  to  put  your  Lordfhips 
in  mind  of  what  I  writ  fome  time  ago, 
concerning  the  Duke  dc  St.  Pierre,  by  her 
Majefty's  particular  command.  The  Queen, 
my  Lords,  not  only  thinks  the  cafe  of  this 
gentleman  very  hard,  and  his  demand  very 
reafonable,  but  fhe  is  extremely  inclined,  in 
confideration  of  his  relation  to  Moniieur  de 
Torcy,  to  do  him  all  the  good  offices  pof- 
fible  ;  your  Lordfhips  will,  therefore,  pleafe 
to  intereft  yourfelves  in  this  affair  as  in  a 
caufe  which  her  Majeffy  efpoufes ;  and  to  let 
the  Minifters  of  France  know,  that  you  are 
inftructed  to  concur  with  them  in  the  moft 
effectual  meafures  of  obtaining  fatisfaclion 
to  the  Due  de  St.  Pierre. 

I  am,  my  Lords,  &c. 

I  have  font  two  parts  executed  of  a  con- 
vention for  prolonging  the  fufpenfion  to 
France,  and  expect  one  of  them  back  in  a 
few  days;  the  prolongation  is  for  four 
months ;  God  forbid  the  term  fhould  prove 
necelfary  ! 

4  De 
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De  Monjieur  de  Torcy. 

A  Verfailles,  ce  2C)me  Novembre,  17 12. 
IL  vous  eft  aife,  my  Lord,  d'afiurer  que 
je  ferai  content  de  vous,  puitque  vous  favez 
par  experience  que  vous  y  reuflirez  toutes 
les  fois  que  vous  le  voudrez,  &  vous  favez 
voulu  lorlque  vous  avez  dreffe  farticle,  que 
vous  me  fakes  l'honneur  de  me  communiqucr 
des  inftruclions  de  Monfieur  le  Comte  de 
Sti  afford.  11  cit  tel  qu'il  convient  pouravau- 
cer  une  deciiioa  que  je  ne  crois  plus  douteufe 
de  la  part  des  liollandois.  L'etat  de  leurs 
affaires  ne  leur  permet  plus  de  ibutenir  la 
guerre,  &  certainement  ils  font  trop  heu- 
reux  qu'on  leur  fafient  fhonncur  de  les 
prefler  de  faire  la  paix,  dont  ils  oat  plus  de 
bcibin  qu'auoune  autre  nation. 

lis  ne  refuieroat  par  les  boas  offices  de 
la  Reine,  &  je  vous  avoue,  my  Lord,  qu'au 
milieu  de  Finteret  public,  je  reifens  la  joie 
par ticu Here  de  voir  Matthieu  echappe  du 
peril  dont  il  etoit  meaacc  J'y  perds  ce- 
pendaat  une  harangue  qui  auroit  cte  des 
plus  touchaatesj  mais  j'ea  ferai  dedommage 
par  d'autres  avantages. 

Le   Roi  a  cte   ties  feaiible,  Monfieur,  a 

l'atteatioa 
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Vattention  que  vous  avez  eu  de  faire  arreter 
le  nomme  Beaulieu.     Je  faurai  de  Monfieur 
de  Baville  quel  eft  cet  homme,  car  il  n'eft 
pas  connu  ici,  &  vous  favez  mieux  que  per- 
fonne,  combien  les  projets  de  ce*  malheu- 
reux    font    ordinairement   vifionnaires.     Je 
vous  fupplie  cependant,  pour  les  raifons  que 
vous  remarquez  vous-meme  avec  beaucoup 
de  prudence,  de  vculoir  bien  m'avertir  de  ce 
que  vous  aurez  decouvert  de  fes  intrigues. 
II  eft  de  l'interet  reciproque  de  la  France 
&    de    la    Grande    Bretagne,  que    rien  ne 
trouble  la    tranquillite  des  deux  royaumes, 
&  que  les  particuliers  qui  oferoient  tenter 
de    l'alterer,  foient   furement  punis.     Vous 
jugerez  peut-etre  que  je  meriterois  de  Tetre 
moi-meme,  au  fujet  de  l'impatience  que  je 
vous  ai  marquee  par  ma  derniere  lettre,  & 
j'avoue  que  j'en  ai  ete  un  peu  honteux  apres 
avoir  lu  ce  que  vous  m'avez  fait  l'honneur 
de  m'ecrirc  ;  mais,  en  verite,  my  Lord,  on 
ne  peut  deiirer  vivemcnt  &  attendre  tran- 
quillcmcnt ;  &  jc  croirois  faire  tort  a  Tou- 
^  vragc  ii  j'en  attcndois  la  perfection  fans  auc- 
un  ttoouvemeht  de  \ivacite. 

Jefouhaite  que  Monfieur  Prior  vous  ait  ren- 
I  unc  compte  fidelle  de  celle  qu'ou  a  ici  pour 

vous, 
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vous,  mais  je  doute  de  ion  exactitude  fur 
cet  article.  Si  je  ne  me  trompe,  &  fi  je  le 
foupconne  mal-a-propos,  il  pourra,  my  Lord, 
a  ion  retour  ici  vous  informer  de  la  prefe- 
rence qu'il  y  a  de  plus  admirable,  lorfqu'on 
le  compare  avec  vous.  Ce  n'eft  pas  moi  qui 
fais  ces  comparaiibns,  car  il  n'y  a  aucun  a 
mon  fens  qui  puiiTe  vous  con  veil  ir,  comme 
je  crois  qu'il  n'y  a  peribime  auili  qui  vous 
ibit  plus  attache  &  plus  fincerement  que  jq 
fuis,  Monfieur,  &c, 

De  Torcy. 


To  the  Queen. 
Madam, 

\\  hitehall,  November  29th,  1712. 
I  RECEIVED  kft  night  a  letter  from 
Monfieur  de  Torcy,  dated  the  29th  of  this 
month,  N.S.  wherein  there  is  nothing  more 
than  expreffions  of  great  iatisfaction,  in  the 
orders  given  by  your  Majefty  to  the  Earl  of 
Strafford  ;  of  which  I  had  given  him  a  ium- 
mary  account,  and  very  great  earneftnefs  ftill 
fhown  for  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty. 

The  Dutch    mail   arrived   this  morning, 
and  I  have   the  honour  to  inclofe  to  your 

Majefty 
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Majefty  an   abftract.  of  the  contents  of  the 
letters.  I  am,  Madam, 

With  the  humbler!:  refpect, 

Your  Majefry's,  &c. 


A  Monfieur  le  Due  de  St.  Pierre. 

De  Whitehall,  ce  2 me  Decembre,   V.S.   1712. 

EN  verite,  Monfieur,  le  peu  de  fervice 
que  j'ai  ete  jufques-ici  en  etat  de  vous  rendrc, 
ne  merite  pas  1' obligation  que  vous  me  te- 
moignez  en  avoir.  Bien  loin  d'etre  content 
de  ce  que  j'ai  fait,  je  ne  manquerai  pas  de 
prendre  toutes  les  mefures  qui  dependent 
de  moi,  pour  contribuer  a  la  reunite  de  vos 
pretentions,  &  parmi  les  inftructions  les  plus 
efTentielles  de  Meflienrs  les  Plenipotentiaires 
de  la  Reine,  ils  trouveront  dans  chaque  de- 
peche  des  ordres  reiteres  de  ie  joindre  aux 
Miniftres  du  Roi  Tres  Chretienne  en  votrc 
faveur.  Je  leur  ai  dit,  Sc  j'ai  l'honneur  dc 
vous  en  aflurer,  qu 'ils  ne  pcuvent  mieux 
faire  leur  cour  a  la  Reine,  qu'en  appuyant 
vos  interets  dc  la  manicre  la  plus  vive  & 
la  plus  effit 

Au   refle,  Monfieur,  il  dans   le   cours  de 
eette  affaire,  vous  trouvez  a  propos  de  me 

charger 
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charger  de  quelque  nouvel  ordre,  je  vous 
iupplie  de  m'en  ecrire  fans  ceremonie,  & 
d'etre  tres  perfuade  que  le  beau-frere  de 
Monficur  de  Torcy  a  tout  le  droit  du  monde 
de  commander  ablblumcnt  celui  qui  a  l'hon- 
neur  d'etre  avec  une  veritable  eflime,  &  tres 
parfaitement,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 


To  the  Queen. 

\DAM, 

Whitehall,  December  the  ift,  1712. 

^IDES  the  foreign  letters,   whereof  I 
have  the  honour  to  inclofe  an  extract,  I  re- 
ceived this    morning   one  from  the  Earl  of 
Strafford.    It  is  dated  at  the  Hague,  Decem- 
ber 9th,  N.S.  and  gives  an  account  that  he 
arrived  on  Saturday  laft  at  that  place)  that 
he  had  feen    the  Penfionarv,  the  President 
of  the  week,  and   the  Minifters  deputed  by 
the  States-General  to  him  ;  and  that  he  had 
begun  to  execute  your  Majeftv's  commands, 
making    the  overtures  and  declarations 
injoined,    in  the  terms   of    his  inftructions. 
My  Lord,  judges  that   thefe    meafures   are 
likely  to  have  the  effect  which  your  Majefty 
propofes,  and  that  the  Dutch  will  fincerely 

endeavour 
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endeavour  to  fmifh  within  three  weeks, 
which  time  he  mentioned  as  iufficient  for 
them  to  take  their  refolution  in. 

Count  Sinzendorf,  had  likewife  been  with 
my  Lord  Strafford,  and  appeared  much  more 
eafy  than  he  expected  to  have  found  him. 

Mr.  Prior  is  this  morning  actually  fet  out 
on  his  journey,  and  I  hope  fully  inftrucled ; 
at  lead,  none  of  thofe  little  lights  I  could 
give  him  are  wanting. 

The  Abbe  Gaultier  brought  me  juft  now 
a  letter  from  the  Marquis  deMonteleon  *, 
and  there  is  another  for  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
month  ;  this  Minifter  is  at  Dover,  and  de- 
iigrns  to  arrive  at  London  about  noon  on 
Thurfday ;  by  this  particular  account  of  his 
route,  I  cannot  help  thinking  he  expects 
fome  compliment  at  his  arrival.  I  have  ven- 
tured, therefore,  to  infinuate  to  my  Lord 
Dartmouth,  by  Mr.  Lewis,  that  it  might  be 
proper  to  do  by  him  as  IVlonfieur  de  Torcy 
did  by  me,  to  fend  a  fervant  to  meet  him, 
and  as  ibon  as  he  comes  to  his  lodging  to  fee 
hnn,  and  perhaps,  iince  he  comes  at  that 
hour,  to  entertain  him  at  dinner. 

The  Hanoverian  Envoy,  Baron  Grote,  rc- 

*  Appointed  Ambaflador  irom  the  Court  of  Spain. 

folved 
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folved  to  come  over  in  the  yatch  which 
carried  my  Lord  Strafford,  fo  that  I  expect 
every  hour  to  hear  of  him.  I  am  glad  to 
find  my  Lord  Privy  Seal  has  a  good  opinion 
of  him. 

I  have  no  letter  from  Mr.  Scot,  but  be- 
lieve he  has  at  laft  been  able  to  meet  Kino: 
Augufhis,  and  hope  the  meffenger  will  re- 
turn with  his  letters  fome  dav  this  week. 
I  am,  Madam,  your  Majefty's,  &c. 


1.0  the  Queen. 
Madam, 

Whitehall,  December  the  2d,  1712. 
SOON  after  1  had  fent  away  the  letter 
which  I  did  myfelf  the  honour  yefterday  to 
write  to  your  Majefty,  I  received  one  from 
Prince  Ragotlky,  dated  at  Hull,  and  under 
the  borrowed  name  of  Count  de  Saaros. 
He  is  come  to  that  port  in  a  (hip  bound 
from  Dantzick,  and  I  rind  that  the  hints 
which  Mr.  Scot  gave,  according  to  your 
Majefty's  order,  have  hindered  him  from 
any  thoughts  of  paying  his  reipecfs  to  your 
Majefty  *.   I  am  this  moment  putting  in  ex- 

Probably  a  fear  of  offending  the  Court  of  Vienna. 

ecutlon 
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ecution  the  commands  which  fbme  months 
ago  your  Majefty  gave  me,  and  hiring  the 
lame  fhip,  or  any  other,  to  carry  him  to 
the  coaft  of  France  ;  though  the  rules  for 
obfervation  of  the  quarantine,  occafion  ibme 
difficulty  herein. 

I  was  unwilling,  without  great  reafon  to 
believe  the  report  true,  to  mention  the 
plague's  being  got  to  Prefburg,  in  Hungary, 
and  the  (hutting  up  fome  houles  in  Vienna  ; 
but  I  fear  there  can  be  no  room  to  doubt 
of  the  certainty  of  this  bad  news.  The  Em- 
peror, the  Emprefs- Dowager,  and  the  Arch- 
duchefTes.  are  removing  to  Prague,  and  other 
places. 

I  have  mentioned  to  my  Lord  Treasurer, 
what  I  took  the  liberty  to  mention  to  your 
Majefty  about  the  reception  of  the  Marquis 
cie  Monteleon,  and  my  Lord  thinks  it  mould 
by  no  means  be  omitted  ;  the  rather,  becaufe, 
your  Majefty 's  interefl:  in  point  of  com- 
merce, depends  on  the  keeping  up  that  good 
humour  which  the  Spaniards  feem  now  to 
be  in.  1  believe  my  Lord  Treafurer  will 
write  to  my  Lord  Dartmouth,  if  he  is  not 
in  London,  on  this  iubject. 

Iw  DurclJ  is  dead  at  Dunkirk,  by 

which 
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which  means  that  regiment  which  Mr.  Ha- 
milton has  been  ib  often  wounded  at  the  head 
of*,  and  which  was  taken  from  him  to  be 
given  to  young  Godfrey,  of  whom  Durell 
bought  it,  is  become  vacant. 

1  inclofe  a  Licence  in  Blank  for  the  (hip 
which  muft  carry  the  Prince  Ragotiky,  and 
ibme  other  PafTes  and  Licences,  for  which 
the  proper  certificates  have  been  produced. 
And  am,  with  the  humblefl  refpect,  Madam, 


A  Monfieur  le  Comte  de  Saaros  -f* . 

Monsieur, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  3me  Dccembre,  17 12. 
J'AI  recu  Lundi  paile  l'honneur  de  votre 
Icttre  du  9me  de  ce  mois,  N.S.  du  port  de 

Hull, 

*  At  Blenheim,  and  Schellenburgh. 

f  In  this  age  of  great  characters  and  memorable  events, 
perhaps  thofe  of  the  Ragotlki  family  are  not  the  leait  remarka- 
Gcprge  Ragotfki,  the  father,  Prince  of  Tranfylvania, 
tfpired  to  the  throne  of  Poland,  and  was  oppofed  by  the  Tur- 
kiih  army,  headed  by  the  Grand  Vizier.  With  comparatively 
a  handful  of  men,  Ragotlki  defeated  the  Turks  ;  but  his  army 
ig,  being  unaudited  by  any  power  in  Europe,  he  was 
forced  to  give  way,  and  his  affairs  declined;  a  peace  was 
propofed,  which  the  Turk  rejected  without  the  head  of  Ra- 
g^tfki  jtdriven  to  defpair,  he  attacked  the  Vizier's  grand  army 
with  his  few  followers,  and  fell  in  the  field  of  battle,  in  1660. 
His  widow  married  Count  Tekeley,  a  Hungarian,  and  that 
country  being  opprefled  and  enilaved  by  the  Auftrian  govern- 
ment, revolted,  and  Tekeley  headed  the  infurgents  with  various 

Vol.  III.  P  fuccefs, 
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Hull,  &  la  Reine  etant  encore  au  Chater.u 
de  Windfbr,  je  n'ai  pu  vous  repondre  plutot 
qu'aujourd'hui.  Je  depeche  ce  foir  les  or- 
dres  de  fa  Majefte,  taut  au  port  de  Hull 
qu'a  celui  de  Harwich,  pour  vous  faire  trou* 
ver  un  batiment  qui  puiife  vous  tranfporter 
en  France,  fans  aucun  delai,  en  cas  que  le 
Capitaine  du  vaiiTeau,  for  lequel  vous  etes 
venu  de  Dantzick,  ne  foit  pas  content  de 
faire  ce  petit  voyage ;  de  plus  le  Sieur  Ro- 
v        fenau  etant  parti  d'ici  il  y  a  quelque  terns, 


fuccefs,  till  he  was  forced  to  take  refuge  in  Turkey,  where 
he  died.  During  this  conteft,  the  widow  of  Ragotfki  defended 
the  caftle  of  Montgatz,  for  her  huiband,  with  the  bravery  of  a 
heroine,  though  at  laft  fhe  was  forced  to  furrender,  and  one 
condition  was,  that  her  children  by  Ragotiki,  fhould  be  fent 
to  Vienna,  to  be  educated  by  the  Emperor.  She  then  fol- 
towed  her  liufband  to  Turkey,  where,  after  his  death,  the 
penfion  of  the  Ottoman  Court  was  withdrawn,  and  fhe  was 
reduced  to  become  a  vender  of  wine  in  an  obfcure  village,  in 
Bulgaria,  where  fhe  died  in  1703.  Her  fon,  Prince  Ragotiki 
(to  whom  this  letter  is  addrefled)  though  educated  in,  and 
habituated  to,  the  principles  of  Auftrian  government,  upon 
his  return  to  Hungary,  could  not  look  upon  the  wretched  and 
opprtifed  ftate  of  his  native  country  with  the  eye  of  indiffer- 
ence. The  Hungarians  revolted,  and  chofe  Ragotiki  their 
general,  who  with  diversified  fortune,  fometimes  carrying  fire 
and  fword  to  the  walls  of  Vienna,  and  at  others  forced  to 
retrent  to  the  wilds  of  Hungary,  kept  up  a  conteft  of  doubtful 
ifluc  till  j  71 1.  The  Hungarians  then,  as  much  tired  of  the 
COntefl  us  the  Emperor,  agreed  to  terms  propofcd  by  the 
latter ;  but  theft  articles  being  either  unequal  to  Ragotfki's 
ambition,  or  in  his  judgment  not  fullicient  for  the  fecurity 
and  welfare  of  his  country,  he  left  Hungary,  and  is  at  the  time 
of  tliis  letter  retiring  to  the  Court  of  France. 


JC 
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je  vous  renvoye   la  lcttre  que  vous  m'avez 
addreffe  pour  lui. 

Je  vous  fouhaite,  Monfieur,  un  heureux 
paifage,  &  je  vous  fupplie  de  croire  que  je 
fins,  tres  parfaitement,  Monfieur,  &c. 


A  Mcnfeigneur  le  Due  de  Savoye, 

MoNSEIGNEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  4me  Decembre,  V.S.   17 12. 

JE  fuis,  je  l'avoue,  au  comble  de  Tmes 
fouhaits,  puifque  votre  AltefTe  Royale  a 
daignee  temoigner  qu'elle  eft  contente  de 
ma  conduite,  &  l'honneur  qu'elle  vient  de 
me  faire  par  fa  lettre  du  i6me  du  mois 
d'Oclobre,  que  Monfieur  de  Mellarede  m'a 
rendu,  rempliroit  une  ambition  beaucoup 
plus  demefuree  que  la  mienne  ;  la  meilleure 
maniere  dont  je  pourrai  repondre  a  tant  de 
grace  &  tant  de  bonte,  fera  de  continuer 
avec  le  meme  zele  qui  m'a  toujours  anime 
a  travailler  pour  les  interets  du  Prince  du 
monde  qui  merite  le  plus  a  regner. 

Votre  AltefTe  Royale  fera  fans  doute  in- 
forme,  par  le  rapport  de  ion  Miniftre,  com- 
bien  la  Reine  eft  difpofee  a  lui  faire  reuffir 
toutes  fes  pretenfions. 

P  2  II 


212  LETTERS    AND 

II  n'y  a  pas,  que  je  fache,  un  feule  pro- 
portion, dans  toutes  les  representations  de 
Monfieur  de  Mallarecle,  a  laquelle  fa  Ma- 
jeure n'ait  confenti  ;  &  j'ai  rhonneur  d'af- 
fnrer  votre  AltefTe  Royale,  que  les  inftruc- 
tions  tant  de  Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires 
que  du  Due  de  Shrewfbury,  qui  doit  aller  en 
peu  de  jours  a  la  Cour  de  France,  font  con- 
formes  a  ce  qu'elle  fouhaite,  &  drefTees 
me  me  fur  les  memoires  de  fes  Miniftres* 

Je  ne  dois  pas  finir  cette  lettre,  fans 
marquer  a  votre  AltefTe  Royale  la  vive  re- 
connoiflance  dont  je  fuis  penetree  de  ce 
qu'elle  a  bien  voulu  a  ma  priere,  accorder 
TAbbaye  d'Abondance  a  Monfieur  l'Abbe  de 
Tencin. 

Comme  les  obligations  que  je  vous  dois, 
Monfeigneur,  font  au-deffus  de  toute  expref- 
iion,  je  me  bornerai  a  aflurer  votre  AltefTe 
Royale  que  mon  attachement  tres  refpec- 
tueux  ne  fmira  qu'avec  ma  vie,  &que  parmi 
ceux  qui  ont  le  bonheur  d'etre  fes  fujets,  il 
n'y  a  perfonne  qui  lui  ioit  plus  devoue  que, 
Monfeigneur,  de  votre  AltefTe  Royale,  le 
tree  humble,  tics  iidellc,  6c  tres  obeilTant 
fcrvitcur. 
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De  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 

A  Verfailles,  le  iome  Decembre,  1712. 

APRES  vous  avoir  fatigue,  Monfieur, 
(Tune  de  mes  lettres,  je  reponds  a  celle  que 
vous  m'avez  fait  l'honiieur  de  m'ecrire  de 
votre  main,  &:  que  j'ai  rccu  par  La  Vigne. 
Vous  me  faitcs  beaucoup  de  plailir  d'ap- 
prouver  mon  impatience  ;  il  m'eut  etc  im- 
poflible  de  m'en  corriger,  quand  meme  vous 
l'auriez  condamnee,  &  je  ferois  bien  fache 
de  conlerver  uu  defaut  que  vous  me  re- 
prochericz. 

tin  de  ceux  de  la  nation  Francoife  eft 
d'etre  vive  &  impatiente,  &  quand  les  re- 
ponies  fur  une  affaire  aulli  importante  que 
celle  de  la  paix  tardent  au  gro  du  public,  il 
s'eleve  de  voix  fans  nombre  contre  ceux 
qu'il  croit  avoir  part  a  la  conduire.  Quel- 
quefois  aum*  Tinteret  particulier  appuye  le 
ceniiire  du  public,  &  je  vous  affure,  qu'il  y 
a  des  momens  ou  le  Stoicien  le  plus  parfait 
auroit  peine  a  garder  fa  tranquillite.  Enrin, 
my  Lord,  fi  nous  ne  fommes  pas  obliges  ici 
a  menager  les  efprits,  nous  trouvons  au 
moins,  &  nous  eprouvons  tous  les  jours, 
que  malgre  la  difference  des  nations,  tous  les 
P  3  hommes 
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hommes  fe  refTemblent  fort  dans  leur  ma* 
niere  de  penfer.  Continuez  done,  je  vous 
fupplie,  a  ne  pas  condamner  l'impatience 
que  je  vous  fait  paroitre,  quoique  je  fois 
convaincu  que  vous  ne  perdez  pas  un  mo- 
ment a  mettre  la  derniere  main  a  l'ou- 
vrage :  fans  vos  foins  il  ne  ieroit  pas  en 
Fetat  ou  nous  le  voyons, 

J'efpere   que  le  Comte  de   Strafford  dif- 
fipera  toutes  les   intrigues  formees  pour  en 
empecher  la  conclulion,  &  qu'enfin  il  amor- 
tera  l'efprit  guerrier  qui  regne  en  Hollande, 
II  paroit  qu'on  s'y  flattoit  encore  de  retenir 
Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoy e  dans  les  interets 
de  la  Maifon  d'Autriche.    On  lui  promettoit 
des  offices  puifTans  &  furs  pour  faire  epoufer 
au  Prince    de    Piemont  l'ainee  des  Archi- 
duchelfes,  &  comme  le  langage  change  fui- 
vant  les  conjondlures,  on  pretend  que  Mon- 
fieur le  Penfionnaire  fe  feroit  fort   que   la 
propofition  feroit  appuyee  par  la  France  & 
par  la  Grande  Bretagne.     Vous  m'afTurez, 
Monfieur,  qu'il  n'y  a  pas  lieu  de  faire  at- 
tention a  de  pareils  projets,  ainfi  je  fuis  per* 
fuad^  que  Monfieur  le   Due   de   Savoye  eft 
trop  dclaire  pour  ajouter  foi  aux  infinuations 
des  Miniftres  Imperiaux  foutenues  meme  de 

cellcs 
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celles  des  Hollandois,  &  pour  s'expofer  a 
perdre  le  fruit  de  tout  ce  que  la  Reine  a 
fait  pour  lui. 

Vous  favez,  Monfieur,  quelle  eft  la  voix 
de  retraite  que  la  Cour  de  Vienne  prepare 
a  Monfieur  de  Staremberg,  &  que  regar- 
dant vos  vaiffeaux  a-peu-pres  comme  le  Roi 
de  Perfe,  on  veut  qu'il  s'embarque,  lui  & 
dix-mille,  fur  les  fregates  que  Monfieur 
Heimes  fait  equiper  a  Amfterdam.  On  me- 
nace deja  Moniieur  le  Due  de  Savoye  du 
fejour  que  ces  troupes,  tranfportees  de  Cata- 
logue en  Italie,  feront  dans  le  Milanes. 

II  eft  en  verlte'  de  l'interet  public,  de  la 
juftice,  &  du  bien  de  la  paix,  que  le  Roi,  de 
concert  avec  la  Reine,  prennent  enfemble 
des  meiures  pour  tirer  les  Princes  de  I'ltalie 
de  l'opprerlion  ou  les  Allemands  les  tiennent. 
A  la  verite,  la  conduite  de  ces  Princes  ne 
merite  pas  de  grands  egards  de  la  part  de  la 
France,  mais  il  faut  avoir  companion  de 
leur  foiblcife,  &  les  preserver  de  Tavidite  de 
ceux  qui  veulent  tout  devorer. 

II  fait  de  terns  ft  facheux  que  je  ferai  en 

peine  de  Matthieu,  jufqu'a  ce  que  je  le  voie  ; 

puifqu'il  ne   doit    pas  etre  pendu,  je  feroit 

bien  fache  qu'il  fut   noye  ;  quand  ion  Ex- 

P  4  cellence 
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cellence  fera  ici,  on  attendra  plus  tranquille- 
ment  i'AmbafTadeur  que  vous  fubftituerez 
au  Due  dTIamilton.  La  mort  de  ce  dernier 
eft  bien  malheureufe ;  &  e'eft  uti  grand 
avantage  pour  un  royaume,  que  de  pouvoir 
en  bannir  la  fureur  de  ces  combats  ou.  pe- 
riffent  ceux  qui  peuvent  quelquefois  fervir 
tres  utilement  l'etat. 

Je  compte  que  vous  aurez  inceflam  merit 
a  Londres  le  Marquis  de  Monteleon  ;  je  l'ai 
prefTe  de  s'y  rendre,  parce  que  j'efpere  que 
vous  pourrez  aplanir  avec  lui  les  difficultes 
que  my  Lord  Lexington  trouvera  a  traiter 
avec  les  Efpagnols.  La  diligence  n'eft  pas 
le  cara£tere  de  la  nation,  &  fouvent  l'igno- 
rance  augmente  encore  fa  lenteur  naturelle. 
Monteleon  a  de  Tefprit  &  de  bonnes  inten- 
tions, &  j'efpere  que  vous  trouverez  qu'il 
facilitera  tout  ce  qui  aura  pu  faire  quelque 
peine  a  Madrid,  II  me  refte  a.  vous  remer- 
cier,  my  Lord,  de  Tarticle  de  votre  lettre  qui 

:arde  le  Due  de  St.  Pierre  ;  quoique  je  ibis 
ties  fenfible  a  fes  interets,  j'avoueque  je  le 
fuis  encore  d'avantage  a  cette  marque  de 
('honneur  de  votre  amitie,  cS:  que  rien  ne  me 
♦oucheroit  d'a  an  ge  que  de  pouvoir  vous 
frmoigner  a  que)  point  je  reileus  la  noineile 

prcu\  ( 
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preuve  que  vous  voulez  bien  m'en  donner. 
La  continuation  de  vos  bons  offices  fera  tres 
necefTaire  a  Monfieur  de  St.  Pierre,  &  pour 
vous  informer  plus  particulierement  de  fes 
jurtes  demandes,  permettez-moi,  my  Lord, 
de  vous  en  envoyer  un  memoire  imprime 
que  je  recois  de  lui. 

Je  me  fuis  acquitte  de  vos  ordres  a  l'egard 
de  Monfieur  le  Due  d'Aumont,  &  je  lui  ai 
lu  l*article  de  votre  lettre  qui  le  regarde.  II 
aura  bientot  le  plaifir  de  vous  remercier  lui- 
meme  de  l'interet  que  vous  avez  pris  a  la 
grace  que  le  Roi  a  voulu  lui  faireavant  font 
depart. 

Pour  moi,  Monfieur,  je  trou\'erai  autant 
de  charmes  an  vifage  de  bois  qu'a  Madame 
de  Parabefe,  quand  j'apprendrai  par  lui  de 
vos  nouvellcs.  Je  n'aurois  peut-ctre  pas  ofe 
me  fervir  de  cette  honorable  epithete,  fije 
ne  le  croyois  prefentement  en  dec^  de  la  mer, 
&  par  confequent  hors  d'etat  de  ma  lettre. 
Je  ne  voudrois  pas  qu'il  eut  aucune  reproche 
a  me  fa  ire  a  fon  arrivee,  car  il  trouvcroit  le 
moyen  de  s'en  venger.  Je  fuis,  avec  un  at- 
tachement,  6cc. 

De  Torcy. 

Jecrivis, 
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J'ccrivis,  il  y  a  quelques  jours,  a  1' Abbe,  ce 
que  je  penfois  fur  la  fantaifie  qui  lui  eft  venu 
d'etre  eveque.  Les  hommes  demandent  fou- 
vent  a  Dieu  ce  qui  feroit  leur  perte,  &  il 
rejette  les  vceux  de  ceux  qu'il  aime.  II  ne 
faut  pas  que  celui  qui  a  tant  travaille  au  re- 
pos  public,  (bit  mis  dans  une  place  ou  il  feroit 
tourmente  toute  fa  vie.  *  Et  en  verite,  my 
Lord,  ce  que  les  amis  de  l'Abbe  Gaultier 
doivent  fouhaiter  &  demander  pour  lui,  eft 
une  bonne  abbaye  dont  il  puifle  a  fon  aife 
toucher  &  manger  les  revenus,  fans  etre 
oblige  de  s'embarrafTer  des  foins  d'un  diocefe 
tel  principalement  que  celui  de  Tournay,  ou 
il  auroit  a  menager  dirlerentes  puiflances,  6c 
etre  toujours  expofe  a.  des  embarras  fans  nom- 
bre  &  fans  fin.  Le  Roi  eft  tres-bien  difpofe 
enfafaveur,  &  certainement  une  abbaye  con- 
iiderable  le  lui  manquera  bien. 


De  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 

A  Verfaillcs,  ce  nme  Dccembre,  17 12. 

JE   re^ois,  Monfieur,   avec  beaucoup  de 

plaifir,  les  affurances  que   vous  me   donnez 

par  votre  lettre  du  21  me  Novembre  .  .  .2me 

Decembre,  d'une  prochaine  conclufion  de  la 

paix. 
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paix.  Quand  je  ne  ferois  pas  ainli  difpofe  que 
je  le  fuis  a  vous  croire,  il  ne  feroit  pas  permts, 
ee  me  femble,  de  douter  du  faeces  d'une  ne- 
gociation  dont  le  Roi  &  la  Reine  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne  preflent  egalement  la  fin  par  les 
moyens  les  plus  capables  de  l'avancer. 

J'efpere  done,  Monfieur,  que  les  premieres 
nouvelles  d'Hollande,  apres  l'arrivee  de  Mon- 
fieur le  Comte  de  Strafford,  apprendront  que 
les  Hollandois  auront  enfin  cede  a  la  fermite 
de  fa  Majefte  Britannique,  &  fi  la  cabale  des 
guerriers  engageoit  cette  Republique  a  pren- 
dre  une  autre  parti,  rien  ne  feroit  plus  capable 
de  ramener  enfin  les  Hollandois  a  la  raiibn,  & 
a  leurs  veritables  interets,  que  la  refolution 
que  la  Reine  a  prife  de  figner  un  traite  parti- 
culier  avec  le  Roi  &  avec  le  Roi  d'Efpagne 
ou  feroient  admis  ceux  des  allies  de  fa  Majefte 
Britannique  qui  voudroient  y  entrer. 

Vous  avez  raifon,  Monfieur,  a  croire  que 
le  Roi  eft  content  de  cette  refolution,  &  vous 
avez  vu  depuis  le  commencement  de  la  nego- 
ciation  que  fa  Majefte  a  toujours  agi  comme 
perfuade  que  les  efFets  repondroient  ainfi  qu'ils 
ont  repondu,  parfaitement  a  la  confiance  en- 
tiere  qu'elle  a  temoignee  a  fa  Majefte  Britan- 
nique. 

Ceft 
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C'eft  avec  plaiiir,  Monfieur,  que  le  Roi  a 
vu  ce  que  vous  m'annoncez  en  general  des 
ordres  que  Monfieur  Prior  doit  avoir  au  fujet 
des  intcrets  de  Monfieur  l'Elecleur  de  Ba- 
viere.  La  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  a 
tant  fait  pour  Monfeigneur  le  Due  de  Sa- 
voye,  qu'elle  peut  aifement  comprendre  par 
elle-meme  a  quel  point  fa  Majefte  s'intererTe 
a  l'etat  de  l'Elecleur,  &  a  lui  procurer  un 
dedommagement  de  fes  pertes.  Permettez- 
moi,  Monfieur,  de  ne  pas  convenir  entiere- 
ment  de  ce  que  vous  marquez  a.  cette  occa- 
iion  au  fujet  de  Tournay,  car  il  eft  vrai,  &  je 
puis  vous  en  affurer,  que  le  Roi  lui  auroit 
volontiers  cede  cette  place  pour  augmenter 
fon  dedommagement.  Si  Monfieur  le  Due 
de  Savoye  borne  fes  pretenfions  aux  orTres  que 
le  Roi  lui  a  faits,  toutes  les  difficultes  fur  la 
barriere  que  ce  Prince  demande  du  cote  de  la 
France  font  aplanies,  car  il  ne  refte  plus  que 
la  liberie  qu'il  fouhaite  avoir  de  fortifier;  & 
fa  Majeftc  veut  bien  la  lui  accorder,  a  la  con- 
fideration  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
pourvu  qu'il  s'engage  en  memc-tcms  a  s'en 
tenir  au  traite  de  Turin  de  1696,  fur  l'article 
de  Pignerole,  &  a  laiHer  cette  place  enfermee 

d'une 
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d'une  fimple  muraille,  fans  pouvoir  en  relever 
les  fortifications. 

Mais  vous  me  remettez,  Monfieur,  a  ce  que 
Monfieur  Prior  eft  charge  de  dire  fur  l'article 
de  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye,  ainfi  je  l'at- 
tends  pour  en  parler,  aufli-bien  que  pour  con- 
venir  avec  lui  des  deux  difficultes  que  vous 
trouvez  encore  dans  les  projets  de  traites 
drefles  a  Utrecht.  J'efpere  qu'il  arrivera  ii 
bien  inftruit  des  intentions  de  la  Reine,  que 
Ton  conviendra  facilement  des  expediens 
prendre  pour  ctablir  incefiamment  1' union  pa 
faite  entre  les  Plenipotentiaires  du  Roi,  &  ccux 
de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  aux  con- 
ferences d' Utrecht. 

Ainfi,  Monfieur,  vous  aurez  le  plaiflr  de 
voir  votre  jugement  confirme,  &  de  nous 
trouver  bientot  au  jour  de  la  conclufion  d'une 
bonne  paix  qui  doit  faire  le  bonheur  de  tant 
de  peuples. 

Comme  il  faut  en  attendant  eviter  avec  foin 
que  ceux  qui  depuis  quatre  mois  ne  fe  regar- 
dent  plus  comme  ennemis,  ne  recommenccLt 
entr'eux  des  acl:es  d'hoftilites,  le  Roi  juge  qu'il 
n'y  a  pas  un  moment  de  terns  a  perdre  a  faire 
publier  fon  ordonnance  pour  la  prolongation 
de  la  fufpenlion  d'armes,  qui  expire,  comme 

vous 
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vous  le  favez,  Monfieur,  le  22tne  de  ce  moist 
Je  vous  envoie  1c  projet  de  cette  ordonnance, 
&  je  puis  encore  recevoir  votre  reponfe  paf 
le  courier  que  je  vous  depeche,  avant  que  le 
terme  foit  expire.  Je  vous  fupplie  done  de 
me  faire  (avoir,  fi  ce  projet  fera  conforme  aux 
fentimens  de  la  Reine,  &  fa  Majefte  Britan- 
nique  fera  faire  de  fon  cote  une  femblable 
proclamation.  II  faudroit  dans  les  regies 
qu'elle  fut  precedee  d'une  convention  fignee 
au  nom  &  en  vertu  des  pouvoirs  du  Roi  &  de 
ceux  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne.  Si 
Monfieur  le  Due  d'Aumont  etoit  prefente- 
ment  a  Londres,  il  pourroit,  Monfieur,  figner 
cette  convention  avec  vous,  ou  bien  je  la  fig- 
nerois  avec  Monfieur  Prior,  s'il  etoit  ici  ', 
mais  Tordonnance  &c  la  proclamation  fup- 
poferont  la  chofe  faite,  &  TefTentiel  eft  de 
faire  connoitre  la  volonte  du  Roi  6c  celle  de 
lar  Reine,  fur  la  continuation  de  la  fufpenflon. 
On  peut  encore  faire  figner  a  Utrecht,  par 
Meflieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires,  la  continuation 
dela  iufpenfion  jufqu'a  la  paix.  Le  Roi  l'or- 
donner  aux  fiens  &  la  chofe  fera  bientot  con* 
clue,  (i  ceux  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne ont  les  memes  ordres.  Pour  eviter  ce- 
pendant  tout  inconvenient  par  mer,  le  Roi  fait 
5  ecrire 
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ecrire  dans  les  ports,  que  la  fufpenfion  fera 
prolongee.  Voila,  Monfieur,  toutes  les  pre- 
cautions que  Ton  peut  prendre. 

Monfieur  le  Due  d'Aumont  a  prls  conge 
du  Roi,  il  partira  de  Paris  Jeudi  prochain,  & 
comme  il  efpere  que  la  Reine  voudra  bien  lui 
envoyer  un  de  fes  yatchs  a  Calais,  il  vous 
depechera  un  courier  pour  vous  informer  pre- 
cifement,  Monfieur,  du  jour  qu'il  pourra  s'y 
rendre. 

Le  Roi  a  ete  bien  fache  d'apprendre  la  mal- 
heureufe  avanture  du  Due  d'Hamilton :  on 
nomme  encore  incertainement  celui  qui  doit 
venir  ici  en  fa  place,  mais  fa  Majefte  eft  bien 
perfuadee  qu'un  fujet  nomine  par  la  Reine 
n'aura  rien  de  plus  a  cceur,  que  de  fortifier 
Intelligence  &c  l'union  qu'une  bonne  paix  doit 
bientot  retablir.  Je  vous  fupplie  de  croire 
que  je  fuis,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

De  Torcv. 


De  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
Monsieur, 

A  Verfailles,  le  I4me  Decembre,  1712. 
J' AI  recu  par  un  courier  expres  la  lettre  que 
vous  m'avez  fait    l'honneur  de    m'ecrire  le 
26me  Novembre  , . .  7me  Decembre,  avec 

l'ade 
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Facte  double  figne  de  vous,  que  vous  m'avez 
envoye,  pour  prolonger  pendant  quatre  mois 
encore  la  fufpeniion  d'armes.  Je  1'ai  figne  par 
ordre  du  Roi,  &  fa  Majeite  m'a  commando 
de  vous  renvoyer  un  des  doubles,  comme  je  le 
fais,  Monfieur,  par  le  meme  courier.  La 
publication  fervira  de  ratification,  ainfi  je  crois 
qu'il  ell  inutile  d'en  expedier  de  part  &  d'au- 
tre.  J'efpere  auffi  qu'une  bonne  paix  fera 
bientot  ceffer  la  neceffite  de  ces  derniers  actes, 
&  comme  Monfieur  le  Comte  de  Strafford  eft 
arrive  a  Utrecht,  il  n'y  a  pas  lieu  de  douter 
qu'On  ne  voie  incelTamment  l'effet  des  declara- 
tions, qu'il  aura  faites  par  ordre  de  la  Reine. 

Je  vous  envoie,  comme  vous  le  fouhaitez, 
les  copies  des  renonciations  faites  a  la  cou- 
ronne  d'Efpagne,  par  Monfeigneur  le  Due  de 
Berry,  &  par  Monfeigneur  le  Due  d'Orleans. 
Les  modeles  en  ont  ete  dreffes  a  Madrid,  & 
comme  ils  avoient  ete  communiques  a  Mon- 
fieur le  Comte  de  Lexington,  je  ne  doutois 
pas,  Monfieur,  qu'il  ne  les  eut  envoyes  a  fa 
Majefte  Britannique.  Vous  trouverez  que 
les  termes  n'en  font  pas  moins  forts  que  ceux 
de  la  rcnonciation  du  Roi  d'Efpagne,  &  que 
les  memes  expreiiions  ont  ete  employees  dans 
les  eiiuroits  uli  i  lies  etoicnt  neceflaires. 

3  Le 
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Le  feul  acte  qui  refte  a  faire  eft  celui  des 
lettres  patentes  que  le  Roi  enverra  dans  fes- 
Parlemens,  pour  y  faire  enregitrer  la  renonci- 
ation  du  Roi  d'Efpagne.  Comme  il  a  paru 
neceflaire  d'attendre  qu'il  y  eut  ici  quelqu'un 
de  la  part  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
avant  que  d'expedier  ces  lettres,  je  ne  man- 
querai  pas  de  vous  en  envoyer  aum*  la  copie, 
auflitot  que  Monfieur  Prior  fera  arrive,  s'il 
precede,  comme  je  le  crois,  l'arrivee  de  Mon- 
iieur  le  Due  de  Shrewfbury. 

La  Reine  ne  pouvoit  faire  choix  d"un  Am- 

bafTadeur  plus  diflingue  par  fon  rang  &  par 

fes  qualites  perfonclles,  &  cette  nomination  a 

ete  d'autant  plus  agreable  au  Roi  que  fa  Ma- 

jefte  fait  qu'il  a  une  parfaite  connoiffance  de 

tout  ce  qui  s'eft  pane  pendant  le  cours  de  la 

negotiation,  dont  j'efpere  que  nous  verrons 

bientot  le  parfait  accompluTement.     Je  vous 

fupplie  de  croire,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 


A  Monjleur  de  Torcy. 

De  Whitehall,  ce  i3me  Decembre,  V.S.  1712. 

LE  courier  de  1' Abbe  Gaultier  m'ayant  ap- 

porte  l'a&e  pour  la  prolongation  de  la  fufpen- 

fion  d'armes,  elle  a  ete,  Monfieur,  fins  perte 

Vol.  III.  Q^  de 
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dc  terns,  publiee  felon  nos  formes,  par  ordre 
de  la  Reine  dans  fon  confeil. 

Matthieu  fera  prefentement  arrive  aupres  de 
vous,  le  Due  de  Shrewsbury  s'embarque  de- 
main,  &  l'Abbe  Gaultier  fe  donne  l'honneur 
de  vous  ecrire  fur  deux  articles  que  vous  tou- 
chez  dans  une  de  vos  lettres,  &  qui  deman- 
dent  de  l'eclaircirTement ;  ainii,  Monfieur,  je 
ferois  fort  deraifonnable  fi  j'abufois  de  votre 
patience  par  la  longueur  de  celle-ci. 

Le  Marquis  de  Monteleon  repond  arTure- 
ment  au  caraclere  que  vous  m'avez  donne  de 
lui,  il  paroit  difpofe  a  eviter  des  longueurs 
qui  dans  la  conjoncture  prefente  font  danger- 
eufes.  J'efpere  que  dans  peu  de  jours  nous 
recevrons  des  lettres  du  commiffaire  que  la 
Rqine  a  envoye  il  y  a  quelque  terns,  pour 
expliquer,  avec  les  Miniflers  du  Roi  d'Ef- 
pagne,  de  certains  articles  qui  regardent  le 
commerce  j  &  je  fuis  perfuade  que  dans  deux 
conferences  avec  le  Due  de  Shrewsbury  vous 
leverez  tous  les  autres  obflacles  a  la  conclu- 
fion  de  la  paix,  qui,  graces  a  Dicu  !  font  en 
tres  petit  nombre,  &  ne  font  pas  de  la  der- 
nicre  confequence. 

Je  me  fuis  donne  l'honneur  d't(crire  a  Mon- 
fieur le  Due  de  St.  Pierre,  &  je  me  flatte  que 

▼ous 
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vous  etes  perfuade,  Monfieur,  que  je  ne  ne- 
gligerai  rien  de  tout  i   depend  de  moi 

pour  l'avancement  de  les  interets ;  il  fuffit 
qu'il  vous  .^ppartiennc  pour  que  je  fois  devoue 
a  Ton  fervice. 

Je  vous  avoue,  Monfieur,  que  je  fuis  en- 
tieremcntde  votre  opinion  a  l'egard  de  l'Abbe 
Gaultier,  qui  eft  fort  heureux  d'avoir  un  pa- 
tron tel  que  vous  l'etes. 

Parmi  toute  la  joie  qu'un  honnete  homme 
doit  fentir  a  1'approche  de  la  paix,  j'ai  la  mor- 
tification de  confiderer  que  j'aurai  rarement 
le  prctexte  de  vous  ecrire  ;  ne  m'oubjiez  pour* 
tant  pas,  Monfieur,  mais  confervez  quelque 
amitie  pour  un  homme  qui  a  pour  vous  la 
plus  haute  eftime,  &:  l'amite  la  plus  tendre, 
&  qui  fera  toute  fa  vie,  votre,  &c.  B. 


A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
Monsieur, 

De  Whitehall,  cc  i6me  Decembre,  V.S.  1711. 
LE  Baron  de  Walef  *  perfiftant  dans  fon 
deflein  de  vouloir  pafler  en  France,  je  n'ai  pu 

*  Walef  commanded  the  dragoons  of  Liege,  in  Flanders, 
in  the  Queen's  pay.  Upon  the  reparation  of  the  Britifh  forces 
from  the  combined  army,  Walef  was  Angular  in  following 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  for  the  reft  of  our  mercenaries  fol- 
lowed Eugene  ;  this  conduct  probably  offended  his  mafter, 
and  he  was  now  on  his  way  to  France,  to  folicit  a  command 
under  LouitXIV. 

Q.  2  ra 
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me  difpenfer  de  vous  ecrire  cette  lettre,  & 
de  vous  afTurer  que  c'eft  un  ofricier  d'un  me- 
rite  diftingue. 

J'ajouterai  qu'il  eft  beaucoup  de  mes  amis, 
&  que  je  ferois  ravi  de  favoir  qu'il  etoit  afTez 
heureux  de  vous  avoir  pour  fon  protecleur. 

Je  fuis,  &c. 
B. 


From  Mr.  Prir  *, 
My  Lord, 

Verfailles,  December  17  -28th,  17 12. 

I  ARRIVED  at  Paris  the  7-1 8th,  Sun- 
day, having  gone  the  day  before  about  four 
leagues  out  of  my  way  to  meet  the  Duke 
d'Aumont,  who  was  then  on  his  way  to 
England ;  I  thought  my  fo  doing  mowed 
refpecl  to  a  man  of  his  quality,  and  I  hope 
the  convcriation  I  had  with  him  may  fct 
him  right,  as  to  fome  company  that  may 
probably  offer  thcmfelves  to  him  upon  his 
arrival  at  London. 

I  went  on  Monday  to  Verfailles,  and  im- 
mediately found  a  gentleman  with  a  compli- 

*  This  letter  was  printed  in  J  orcj  Uardwicke's  Collection. 
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Went  from  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  how  much 
he  longed  to  fee  me,  &c.  which  as  fom 
as  he  did,  he  fell  upon  the  topic  of  Tour- 
nay,  and  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  ;  he  will 
not  allow  that  Prince's  intereft  to  be  fuffi- 
ciently  fecured,  fmce  he  is  only  to  have  a 
temporary  and  conditional  provifion  allowed 
to  him,  in  thofe  provinces  of  which  the  States 
are  in  the  mean  time  to  be  the  real  mailers ; 
who,  notwithstanding  what  is  now  ftipulated 
for  him,  may  turn  him  out  at  their  pleafure, 
except  fome  guaranty  is  formed  in  his  be- 
half to  put  it  out  of  their  power,  as  it  mav 
be  in  their  will,  to  hurt  him  ;  not  but  that, 
all  this  while,  the  Court  of  France  is  very 
well  pleafed  with  what  the  Queen  has  done, 
but  that  they  wifh  (he  would  do  more,  and 
that  fome  farther  temperament  may  eafily 
be  found  to  fecure  the  States-General  from 
any  appreheniions  they  may  lie  under,  from 
the  Elector's  being  too  near  them,  and  fkreen 
that  Prince's  honour  a  little  from  being,  as 
Monfieur  de  Torcy  calls  it,  under  Dutch 
guards  *. 

I  need  not  tell  your  arguments,  for  I  had 

*  The  Eleftor  of  Bavaria  was  to  be  Governor  of  Flanders, 
where  the  town*  were  garrilbned  by  the  Dutch. 

Q,  3  them 
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them  from  you,  my  Lord,  which  I  ufed  to 
Monfieur  de  Torcy  upon  this  occafion;  in 
fhort,the  whole  matter  lies  fo,  that  the  peace 
may  go  on  upon  it,  which  is  the  point  we 
fought,  and  the  Queen  may  do  more  for  this 
Prince,  as  her  interefl  and  generofity  per- 
fuade  ;  Count  Monoftrole  *  faw  Monfieur 
de  Torcy  the  fame  night,  paid  me  a  vifit  the 
next  morning,  and  exprefTed  in  the  civilevr 
terms  imaginable  the  great  obligations  his 
Mailer  has  tc  her  Majefty,  but  ftill  infifting, 
*that  me  is  the  arbitrefs  of  Europe,  and  may, 
as  fhe  pleafes,  relieve  a  Prince  who  will  have 
an  eternal  fenfe  of  her  s;oodnefs:  Monoftrole 
went  the  fame  day  to  Compeigne,  to. the 
Eleclor,  and  you  will  hear  more  of  him  yet 
before  I  clofe  my  letter. 

The  next  moniing  I  had  an  audience  of  the 
King,  in  which  I  repeated  to  him  (according 
to  my  inftruclions)  the  defire  her  Majefty 
had,  that  the  negociation,  which  had  been 
too  long  obfuueted,  mould  be  brought  to  a 
fpeedy  conclulion  ;  and  that  her  Majefty  had 
given  fuch  orders  to  her  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Utrecht,  as  might  moft  effeclually  oblige  the 
States-General  without  delay  to  enter  into 

'    I  he  Jkivaiian  Envoy. 

2  her 
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her  meafures,  and  fuch  as  might  at  the  fame 
time  moll  properly  conduce  to  favour  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria's  interest  as  his  Majefty 
defired.  He  interrupted  me,  and  faid,  he 
hoped  the  giving  up  of  Tournay  would  have 
that  effect,  and  that  her  Majefty  could  not 
oblige  him  more  in  any  thing ;  that  he  de- 
iired  as  much  as  poftible  the  conclufion  of 
the  peace,  and  a  good  correlpondence  be- 
tween the  nations,  and  did,  and  would  do 
all  he  could  to  obtain  it,  of  which  he  faid 
I  Ihould  allure  her  Majefty,  and  return  his 
thanks  to  her  for  the  letter  quelle  a  eu  la 
bonte  de  m  ecrii 

I  went  on  to  fay,  there  remained  between 
their  Majefties,  fome  bounds  in  North  Ame- 
rica to  be  regulated,  and  fome  general  points 
to  be  fettled,  upon  which  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce might  be  founded  ;  he  anfwered,  that 
his  Minifters  had  received  his  full  orders 
upon  thofe  heads ;  as  to  what  I  added,  that 
her  Majefty  had  named  the  Duke  of  Shrews- 
bury her  Ambalfador  for  France,  he  anfwer- 
ed,  that  the  Queen  had  done  him  a  great 
pleafure  in  naming  a  perfon  of  the  merit 
and  quality  of  that  Lord. 

I  have  gone  over  the  other  points  of  my 
inftruclions  with  Monlieur  de  Torcy,  as  to 

Q.4  the 
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the  difficulties  from  Madrid,  concerning  the 
tenure  of  Sicily,  and  its  remaining  any  way 
feudatory  to  Spain. 

I  have  for  anlwer,  that  the  Moft  Chriitian 
King  underflands  that  the  ceffion  of  that 
kingdom  is  agreed,  and  (hall  be  executed  in 
the  fenfe  in  which  her  Majcfly  has  under- 
stood it,  and    to  be  closed  with  no  other 

7  DO 

reftriction  than  that  of  its  being  neither 
alienated  nor  changed  without  the  confent 
of  Spain,  and  that  the  Marquis  de  Monte  - 
leon  has  full  powers  from  King  Philip,  to 
declare  himfelf  upon  that  point  to  her  Ma- 
jefly's  fatisfaction ;  of  this,  I  believe,  your 
Lordfhip  will  be  fatisfied  before  you  receive 
my  letter,  for  I  met  the  Marquis  de  Mon- 
teleon  near  Dover,  and  he  told  me  the  fub- 
ftance  of  what  I  now  write  to  you. 

As  to  the  barrier  inufted  upon  by  the 
Duke  of  Savoy,  Monfieur  de  Torcy  refers  me 
to  his  lafr,  letter  to  your  Lordfhip,  in  which 
he  plainly  fays,  that  the  whole  affair  is  ad^ 
jufted  as  much  as  ever  it  will  be  ;  that  his 
Royal  Ilighnefs  has  liberty  to  fortify  his 
frontier,  upon  the  private  affurance  given 
that  he  will  not  fortify  Pignerol ;  that  he 
has  more  on  the  lide  of  France  than  he  has 
had  for  140  years  pair,  and  that  what  he 

now 
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now  afks  is  the  ancient  domain  of  the  Crown; 
that  he  has  more  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  than 
any  Prince  in  the  war,  and  that  the  King 
Slopes  he  will  not  fatigue  the  Queen  any  far- 
ther, after  her  having  obtained  fuchvaft  ac- 
quisitions for  him. 

The  Cardinal  de  Tremouille  writes  from 
Rome  to  this  Court,  that  1 500  Germans  are 
ready  to  embark  at  Naples,  in  pretence  for 
Sardinia,  but  in  reality  for  Sicily  ;  this  is  a 
matter  which  nearly  regards  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  and  is  worth  our  immediate  notice  ; 
the  mod  expeditious  way  of  fending  any  orders 
hereupon  to  our  fleet,  your  Lordfhip  knows, 
will  be  through  this  kingdom  to  Genoa. 

As  to  the  interefts  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain 
which  I  told  Monfieur  de  Torcy  the  Queen 
had  ordered  me  to  mention  here,  as  (he  had 
inftrucled  her  Plenipotentiaries  to  fuftain 
them  at  Utrecht,  I  have  as  favourable  an 
anfwer  as  I  could  hope ;  I  fend  your  Lord 
ihip  inclofed  the  memorial  I  gave,  and  the 
anfwer  (1) ;  I  ihall  impart  it  to  the  Minifter 

of 

(r)     "  Riponfe  de  Monfieur  de    **   Le  Due  de  Lorraine  a  rrprl- 

Torcj.  fen*t  a  la  Reine  de  la  Grande 

Bretagm, 

'f  Le  Roi  rendra  a  Monrfieur        <:  Qu'il  eft  en  droit  de  ren- 

k   Due  de  Lorraine  les  lieux    trer  dans  les  lieux  He  places  de 

dont  Lorrain: 
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of  that  Prince  here,  that  he  may  plead  the 
particularities  of  his  Matter's  pretentions. 

I  come  to  our  own  point,  fo  long  difcufT- 
\d  and  fo  very  much  embroiled  ;  I  mean 
thatof  Newfoundland. 

The  project  of  a  treaty  with  France,  which 
I  brought  over,  was  received  from  the  Ple- 
nipotentiaries the  8th  April,  17 12,  as  I  find 
upon  the  indorfement;  Monfieur  de  Torcy 
fhows  me  another  plan,  entitled,  Projet  pro- 
fofe  far  V Angleterre^  received  from  their 
Plenipotentiaries  the  8th  Auguft,  17 12.  I 
fend  your  Lordfhip  a  tranfcript  of  the  differ- 


dont  fa  Majefte  s'eft  mife  en 
poileftion,  par  convenance,  & 
pour  la  furete'  de  la  frontiere 
de  ion  royaume,  pendant  la 
prelente  guerre. 

"  Sa  Majefte  executera  les 
conditions  du  traite  de  Ryl'wick 
qui  regardent  ce  Prince. 

'*  II  pent  faire  donner  les 
m<?moires  au  Roi  par  lbn  En- 
wye  ici,  ou  bien  aux  Pleni- 
putentiaircs  de  fa  Majcftc  a 
Utrecht." 


"    A   VcrCnl! 
Dccpmbre,  171a," 


aSr 


Lorraine  que  la  France  a  oc- 
cupies a  l'occafion  de  cette  pre- 
lente guerre,  pour  fa  conve- 
nance purticuliere ;  comme 
audi, 

"  De  recourrir  la  pofleffion 
des  places  qui  doivent  lui  etre 
rendues  par  le  traite  de  Ryf- 
wick. 

"  Les  particularites  des  pre- 
tentions de  Monfeigneur  le  Due 
de  Lorraine  doivent  ctre  ajuf- 
tees  aux  conferences  gcnerales 
a  Utrecht ;  fa  Majefte  de  la 
Grande  Bretagne  s'attend  en 
in* line-terns  que  lea  rknipo- 
tmtinircs  de  fa  Majefte  Tres 
Chrctieniie  foicnt  pmirvusdes 
urdres  l'avorablcs  aux  juftes  de- 
mandes  de  ce  Prince,  e'eft  ce 
quelle  a  lieu  d'efperer  de  Yt- 
quite  &  de  la  generofitc  de  fa 
Majefte  Trta  Chretienne." 

cnt 
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ent  articles  of    thefe   two  projects  (2  &  3) 
relating  to  Newfoundland,   as  likewife    an 

extract 

(a)  "  Projecl  of  a  treaty  with  France,  received  from  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries,  in  letter,  %tb  April,  171s. 

"  Art.  11.  Dominus  Rex  Chriftianiifimus  eodem  quo  pad* 
praefentis  rati-habitiones  commutabuntur  die.  Dom.  B 
Brit.  Literas,  Tabulafve  Iblennes,  &  authenticas  tradendas  cura- 
bit,  quarum  vigore  infulam  St.  Chriliophori,  ut  &  inrulam 
Terne  Novae,  una  cum  Placentia  urbe,  &  fortalitio  euUerifque 
infulis  man  circumfluo  Jitis*  Acadiam  pariter,  ut  &  Portus  Regij 
Urbem,  alias  Annapolin  Regiam  dictam,  caeteraque  omnia  in 
iltis  regionibus,  quae  "ab  iildam  terris,  be  infulis  pendent,  una 
cum  earundem  Infula  rum,  terrarum,  &  locorum  dominio, 
proprietate,  pofleftione,  bz  quocunque  jure,  five  per  pacla,  five 
alio  modo  quaefito,  quod  Rex  Chrift.  corona  Galliae  aut  ejuf- 
dem  lubditi  quicunque  ad  dictas  infulas  hac\enus  habuerunt 
aut  habere  fe  exiftimdrunt,  Reginae  Magnae  Brit,  ejufdemque 
coronae  in  pcrpetuum  cedi  conltahit  b  transferri,  idque  tarn 
amplis  modo  be  forma,  ut  Regis  Chrift.  fubditis  prohibitum  in 
polterum  fit,  in  diclis  infulis  &  terris  adjacentibus  loca  aliqus 
munire  aut  etiam  ledem  figere,  aut  in  earundem  maribus,  finu- 
bus  aliifve  locis  piicaturam  exercere  •[-." 

(3)    "  Projet  propofe  par  V  Angleterre,  recu  des  Plcnipotentiairts  U 
Zfncd'Jtu;,    1712. 

*'  Art.  12.  Quandoquidem  infula  Terra?  Novae,  una  cum 
parvulis  eidem  proxime  adjacentibus  infulis,  quotquot  ibidem 
exiftunt,  per  coronam  Magnae  Britanniae  poflefla  olim  fuerunt, 
prout  nunc  temporis  maxima  ex  parte  poffidentur  conventum 
igitur  eft  quod  eadem  infula  de  Terra  Nova,  una  cum  prae- 
di&is  parvulis  infulis  eidem  adjacentibus,  juris  Britannici  in 
pofterum  omnino  erit.  Eumque  in  finem  Placentia  urbs  Sc 
Fortalitium,  una  cum  tormentis  &  apparatu  bellico  ibidem 
exiftentibus,  per  Regem  Chrift.  commiflionem  eft  in  parte 
a  Regina  Magnae  Britannia;  habentibus  intra  menfes  a  com- 

niutatis 

*  Et  infulis  adjacentibus. 

f  Ad  majorem  hujus  articoli  illuftrationem,  conventum  eft  quod 
infula  Cap  Br«ton  didta  Gallici  juris  in  pofterum  erit,  una  cum 
r'acultate  locum  aliqucm  in  eadem  infula  pro  lubitu  muniendi,  conven- 
tum fimiliter  eft  quod  jus  pifcaturee,  pifcefque  in  terra  iiccandi  quo 
Galli  in  maribus  ut  &  infula  de  Ttrru  Nova  olim,  &:  haitenns  gayifi 
lunt  iifdem  in  pofterum  abfqua  omni  moleftia  nianebit. 


236  LETTERS    ANI5 

extract  offome  letters  (4  &  5)  from  our  Ple- 
nipotentiaries to  your  Lordfliip,  and  amongft 

your's 

mutatis  hujus  trrctatus  reoTihabitionem  tabulis,  aux  citius  fi 
fieri  poteft,  cedentur  &  tradentur,  neque  aliquid  juris  ad  dic- 
tara  infulam  aut  infulas,  uliamve  illius  aut  earundem  partem, 
Rex  Chrift.  haeredes  ejus  aut  fucceiibres  aut  fubditi  aliqui 
Gallic!,  ullo  de  nine  tempore  in  pofterum  fibi  vindicabunt. 
Pifcatura  autem  circa  dictam  infulam  &  libertas  ibidem  pifces 
exliccandi  ita  ftatnatur,  ut  alibi  quam  in  regione  dicrae  iniuia? 
vulgo  le  Petit  Nord,illa  libertate  fubditi  Gailici  uti  &  gaudere 
non  debeant.  Ad  majorem  hujus  aiticuli  iltuftrationem  con- 
ventum  eft  quod  infula  Cap  Breton  dicta  Gailici  juris  in  pofle- 
rum  erit  una  cum  facilitate  locum  aliquem  in  eadem  infula  pro 
lubitu  nmniendi.  Conventum  fi  milker  ei it  quod  jus  pilca- 
turiE,  pifbefque  in  terras  ficcandi,  quo  Galli  in  maribus,  ut 
&  infula  de  Terra  Nova  oiim  &  bactenus  gavifi  funt  iifdem 
in  poilerum  s  bfque  omni  mo'.eftia  manebit  *'." 

(4)  Extrafl  of  a  letter  from  the  Lords  Plenipotentiaries  to  Mr. 

taty  St.  $  at  Utrecht,  the  tlth  of  April,  l*/iz. 

"  For  their  infilling  on  Cape  Breton,  with  liberty  to  make 
fettlcments  there,  they  urge  the  iieceflity  of  their  navigation 
to  Quebec,  in  which  fhips  muft  oft'times  need  fupplics. 
They  fay  that  ifland  was  yielded  to  them  in  the  year  1632, 
and  has  ever  fince  continued  theirs;  and  that  they  do  not  men- 
tion it  now  in  order  to  acquire  a  new  right,  but  only  to  avoid 
miftakes. 

"  They  demand  that  the  fort  of  Placentia  be  razed,  that  k 
mat  not  obltruet  their  right  of  rifliing  in  thofe  parts.  We 
firmly  adhere  to  our  demand;  and  Monfieur  Gauitier  f<\  ><, 
that  in  that  cafe,  it  muft  be  yielded  to  us  undemolifhed.  Their 
right  of  riming  they  think  will  not  be  difputed,  and  declare 
they  can  never  part  with  it." 

(5)  Ext  rail  cf a  letter  from  the  herds  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht 

to  Lord  Bolingbroke,  Ajgufl  9//;,   1712. 

"  Tui;y  infill  upon  the  right  to  filh  and  dry,  as  formerly; 
and  ftill  Tgc  the  paper  figned  by  Monfieur  Mefnager,  whereby 
it  is  referred,  but  are  willing  the  parts  and  places  where  they 
pretend  to  enji.v  that  liberty  be  determined.  They  feem  not 
avcrfe  to  be  excluded  from  rifliing  in  the  Bay  of  Placentia, 

owning 

*  This  part  of  the  article  contradicts  the  former. 
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your's  I  prefume  you  will  find  others  of  the 
fame  tenour  ;  I  have  like  wife  read  over  with 
Monfieur  de  Torcy,  what  their  Plenipoten- 
tiaries have  writ  upon  the  feme  fubjecl.  Iu 
the  whole  tranfaclion,  I  find  a  good  deal  of 
brouillon ;  and  by  the  exprefs  which  came 
three  days  fmce  from  Utrecht,  it  is  evident 
they  never  will  agree  till  respective  ord< 
are  fent  for  their  (o  doing,  from  hence  and 
from  Whitehall. 

After  long  and  four,  but  civil,  difcourfes 
upon  this  point,  Monfieur  de  Torcy  and  Def- 
marais,  (fill  infifted  upon  their  undoubted  and 
never-yielded  right  to  Cape  Breton,  in  which 
I  am  afraid  they  are  too  well  founded,  and  the 
latter  having  frill  his  eye  upon  their  Chapeau- 

rouge, 

owning  that  when  that  place  is  in  our  hand*,  it  would  occa- 
sion mifunderftanding  if  their  people  fhould  fi(h  in  that  bay. 

"  On  the  other  fide,  they  demand  that  liberty,  not  only  on 
the  Petit  Nord,  but  alio  on  the  coafi  called  in  tluir  maps 
Chapeau-rouge,  firetching  from  the  Bay  of  Placentia  towards 
that  of  St.  Lawrence.  In  thele  lens  are  the  illes  of  St.  Peter, 
and  others,  to  the  propriety  ot  which  illand  they  have  hitherto 
pretended,  but  now  feem  to  let  that  demand  fall ;  but  to  Cape 
Breton  they  pretend  as  hitherto  ;  and  are  very  pofitive  it  would 
be  the  ruin  of  their  colony  of  Canada,  if,  parting  with  Placen- 
tia, they  have  not  fome  other  place  for  their  Ihips  to  repair 
to. 

"  We  know  not  whether  it  would  either  content  them,  or 
be  more  tolerable  for  us,  if,  infter.d  of  Cape  Breton,  they  are 
allowed  to  fettle  and  fortify  on  the  ifle  of  St.  Peter,  but  we 
cannot  perceive  we  fhallbe  able  to  conclude,  unlefs  that  liberty 
be  left  them,  one  where  or  other,  nearer  than  the  mouth  of  the 
river  of  St.  Lawrence." 
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rouge,  or  keeping  to  the  preliminaries  which 
give  them  the  liberty  of  riming  where  they 
ufed,  which  indeed,  was  as  well  along  Cha- 
peau-rouge,  as  the  Petit  Nord,  I  faid  it  was 
in  vain  for  them  to  fend  to  Utrecht  for  an 
explanation  of  thefe  matters ;  for  without 
Placentia,  and  the  advantages  which  ought 
naturally  to  follow  its  being  given  up,  that 
article  could  never  be  accorded  by  the  Britifh 
nation,  and  that  I  took  only  a  previous  li- 
berty of  faying  this,  which  the  Duke  of 
Shrewfbury  would  confirm  within  thefe  four 
days ;  they  agreed  that  the  thing  muft  be 
adjuftcd  here  and  at  London,  and  Monfieur 
de  Torcy  took  notes  of  the  feveral  propofals 
I  made,  amongft  which  I  confefs  I  did  not 
mention  the  offer  of  half  Cape  Breton,  fince 
the  whole  had  been  offered  feveral  months 
before  (as  your  Lordfhip  fees)  and  had  been 
rejected  :  after  all,  I  have  received  this  in- 
clofed  propofal  (6)  from  Monfieur  de  Torcy, 

and  ■ 

(6)    "PROPOSITION. 

u  Qur  Pile  du  Cap-Breton  demeurera  an  Roi,  avec  la 
libert.  d'v  faire  fortifier.  Que  la  Province  de  I'Acadie,  avec 
tons  Irs  droits  &:  prerogatives  dont  les  Francois  ontjoui,  fera 
c«'d('e  par  fa  Majcftt  .1  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  avec 
l'ile  de  Terrencuve,  &c  les  iles  adjacentes  a  cette  lie.  Bien- 
rntendu  que  Its  Francois  auront  &  confervcront  la  facultede 
pcclvcr,  &  de  lecher  leurs  peches  fur  les  cotes  de  la  dite  ile  de 

Terrencuve, 
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and  fend  it  into  England,  for  the  Queen's 
approbation  or  refufal,  which  I  would  not 
have  ventured  to  have  done,  but  that  I  think 
it  gets   us  fafely  off  from   the  too   extenfive 
claufe  in  the  Preliminaries,  gives  us  the  ad- 
vantage in  every  part  of  the  fifhery,  leaves 
the   Queen   entirely  miftrefs   of  all   that  is 
worth  having  in   Newfoundland,  and  does 
really,  as   Monfieur  Defmarais  exprefles  it, 
qVive  the  French  au  bout  du  monde.  Monfieur 
Dowdel,  the  peribn  recommended  to  us  by 
Gilligan,   and   a  friend  or   two  here,   with 
whom  I  have  talked  concerning  this  matter, 
and  who  have  been  at  Newfoundland,  are 
all  agreed,  that  from  Cape  Roi,  northward, 
is  a  hiliery  yet  unknown,  and  fuch  as  has  not 
been  reckoned   worth  trying,  and  that  the 
whole  fimcry,  except  a  lefs  iort  in  the  Petit 
Nord,  lies   fouthward  from   Bona   Vifta  to 
Cape  de  Race,  and  from  thence  along  the 
Bay  of  Placentia  to  Chapeau-rouge  and  Cape 
Roi,  which  is  now  in  her  Majefty's  hands, 
without  the  French  being  any  way  to  inter- 
fere therein. 

Terreneuve,  depuis  le  Cap  de  Bonavifta,  en  remontant  par 
le  Nord,  juiqu'a  la  Pointe  Riche. 

"  Que  toures  les  iles  fitut-es  a  l'entree  de  la  Riviere  &  dans 
le  Golphe  de  St.  Laurent,  appaitiendront  au  Roi." 

I  haw 
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I  have  conferred,  as  well  at  Paris  as  here, 
with  the  two  Minifters  I  named  before,  upon 
the  fettling  and  renewing  our  commerce.    I 

CD  O 

fend  your  Lordfhip  inclofed  a  little  memo- 
rial (7)  which  I  gave  them,  as  a  fort  of  text 

to 


(7)  "  Reponfe  au  Mimsire  recu 
le  zyme  Dicembre,  1712. 

"  Les  nations  amies  font 
traitecs  en  France  pour  les 
droits  d'entrce  fur  les  mar- 
chandifes,  comme  les  fujets  du 
Roi.  II  n'.en  eft  pas  de  meme 
en  Angleterre,  les  fujets  de 
l'etat  font  traites  fort  difjFe- 
remment  des  etrangers. 

"  On  propofe  de  traitor  les 
Francois  en  Angleterre  de  la 
meme  maniere  que  les  An- 
glois  font  traites  en  Fiance  ; 
ce  fondement  eft  bon,  il  fup- 
pofe  une  egalite  qui  eft  necef- 
faire  pour  rctablir  le  com- 
merce interrompu  entre  les 
deux  nations  depuis  1667. 
Mais  la  conf'quence  DC  re- 
pond  pas  au  principe ;  on  veut 
qu'en  Fiance  les  Anglois  jou- 
iflent  du  tarif  de  1664,  qu'on 
calfe  &c  annulle  lesdefenfes  & 
Jes  arrets  qui  ont  etabii  des 
droits  diffcrents  du  taiif  de 
1664;  &  pour  un  avantage 
auili  grand  &  auffi  certain,  on 
tichera  d'ajufter  les  affaires  du 
rommerre  auflitut  que  le  Par- 
lement  fcra  affemble,  de  ma- 
niere que  les  conditions  feront 
egalesdr  ptit  <S,-  d'autre;  fi  on 
accorde  ret  article,  les  Anglois 
ont  tout  cc  qu'ii;.  demandenf, 
6:  cependunt  il  iuudra  attendre- 
les 


(  7  ) { '  Mimoire  de  Monjieur  Prior, 
du  21  me  Dtcembre,  1712. 

"  (1)  On  propofe  que  les 
Anglois  foient  traites  a  l'egard 
de  leurs  droits  en  France  fur 
le  pied  de  amicijfima  gem,  &. 
que  ies  Francois  leront  traites 
en  Angleterre  de  la  meme  ma- 
niere. 

"  (2)  Pour  parvenir  a  cette 
fin,  on  caffera  &c  annullera 
incefTamment  tout  es  les  de- 
fenfes  entieres  &  generates  qui 
ont  ete  faites  fur  les  tranfports 
&  entrees  des  marchandifes  de 
part  &  d'autre  ;  &  vu  que  les 
Angloisjouiront  par  ce  moyen 
du  tarif  de  1664,  comme  en 
jouiffent  aeluellement  les  Hol- 
landois,  nous  tiicherons  d'a- 
jufter &  de  regler  les  affaires 
du  commerce  auffitot  que  le 
Parlement  fera  affemble,  de 
maniere  que  les  conditions  en 
feront  egalcs  de  part  &  d'autre. 


"  (3)  Qi!c 
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to  our  conference,  and  a  ground  for  a  future 
tre.ity  :  there  was  no  need  of  my  explaining 

the 

les    df'cifions    du    Parlement 
d'Angleterre  qu'on  ne  doit  pas 
pnUimcr  bien   favorable 
commerce  des  Francois. 

*'  La  negotiation  a 
commencee  fur  le  fondement 
qu'on  conviendroit  de  toutes 
Its  productions  de  la  nature  011 
de  I'art  qui  compofcnt  le  com- 
merce refpeolif  enrre  la  France 
&  l'Angfeterre,  &  que  Ton 
conviendroit  des droits qu'eiles 
payeroientaux  entrees  de  deux 
rovaumes  le  plus  equitable- 
ment  qu'il  fe  pourroit,  com- 
me  le  bien  du  commerce  des 
deux  etats  le  demande,  ce  qui 
fuppofe  unedifcuffionde detail 
qui  eft  difpofee  par  les  etats 
qui  ont  etc  faits,  Ik  qu'on 
pourroit  communiquer,  fi  on 
vouloit  de  la  part  de  l'Angle- 
tcire  fa  ire  la  m  me  chofe. 

"  On  ne  fait  aucune  diffi-  **  (3)  Que  l'impofition  de 
culte  de  fnpprimer  le  droit  de  $0  par  tonneau,  mife  fur  les 
to  par  tonneau  eh  m£me-tems  navires  Angloisqui  apportent 
qu'on  fnpprimera  le  droit  de  des  marchandifes  en  France, 
5  fchellings  en  Angleterre.         comme    auili    celle    de    cinq 

"  Obfervez.  qu'il  faut  fti-  fchellings  fterlings.  mife  fur 
pulerque  les  ailleaux  Anglois  les  navires  Francois  en  Ang- 
ne  feront  point  le  commerce  leterre,  foient  entierement 
d*un  port  du  royaume  dans  un  ones  Sc  abolies,  de  part  &c 
autre  port.  d 'autre. 

u  l\\v  Particle  13  du  pre-  "  (4)  Comme  le  tabac  eft 
mier  projet  du  train*  de  com-  en  ferine  en  France,  &  que 
mcrce,  donne  par  Meffieursles  les  maichands  Anglois  nepeu- 
Pl:  nipotentiaires d'Angleterre  vent  le  vendread'autrequ'aux 
a  Utrecht,  on  demandoit  la  cornmis  prepofes  par  les  fer- 
meme  liberte  pour  la  vente  du  miers  du  tabac,  ce  qui  porte 
tabac,  mais  fur  les  obfervations  un  grand  prejudice  aux  Ang- 
faites  fur  ce  projet,  les  Pleni-    lois,   empechant  entierement 

Vcl.  III.         potentiaires  R  la 
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the  condition  of  amicijjima  gens,  as  the  mu- 
tual  principle   upon    which   we   defired   to 

ftand  ; 


potential  iesd'Angleterreayant 
donne  unfecond  projet,  its  ont 
riforme  Particle  11  de  ce  der- 
nier, &  on  etoit  convenu  qu'il 
en  feroit  ufe  en  France,  par 
rapport  au  »i  >  pour  le 

iabac,  de  la  meme  maniere 
qu'il  le  practiquc  pour  lesfu- 
jets  du  Roi,  ce  qui  avoit  fait 
croire  que  e'etoit  une  difficult^ 
termini  e. 

"  Cet  article   eft  deja  ac- 
corde. 


"  La  meme  rhofe  avoit  et6 
demand 'e  par  le  premier  pro- 
jet, article  17;  mais  fur  ks  ob- 
servations qui  y  furent  /aites 
alors,  il  n'en  a  point  etc:  parle 
dans  le  fecond,  ainfi  on  avoit 
crucette  difficuke  entiereroent 
term  i  nee. 

"  Si  on  vent  la  difcuter  de 
nouveau,  on  peut  revoir  les 
remarques  faites  fur  le  premier 
r,  qui  fcroient  trop  lon- 
guespour  etre  ins  ce 

ro£moire. 


•'  Suivant  le  tarif  de  1664, 
Jes     cm  ballas^,     fcrpilli 
1 

rogueries  & 
at* 

«  A 


la  liberte  du  commerce  a  cet 
egard,  on  s'attend  que  les 
Francois  trouveront  les  moy- 
ens  convenables  pour  adoucir 
cette  inegalite  de  commerce. 


<f  (5)  Qi?€  "es  ^uJets  de  *a 
Majeke  Britannique  deja  eta- 
blis,  ou  qui  s'etabliront  en 
France,  foient  exempts  de  la 
loi  du  droit  d'aubaine,  & 
qu'il  leur  foit  permis  de  dif- 
pofer  de  leurs  biens  par  tef- 
tament,  donation,  ou  autre- 
ment. 

'•  (6)  Comme  il  eft  d'ufage 
en  Angleterre  que  les  mar- 
chands  Fran$ois  qui  y  ame- 
nent  des  marchandifes,  apres 
avoir  fait  des  declarations  a  la 
douanne  du  contenu  en  leurs 
vaiffeaux,  en  cas  qu'il  s'y 
trouve  plus  de  balots  ou  ton- 
neaux  de  marchandifes  qu'il 
y  en  a  <  e  declare,  ils  font 
lecus  a  fail  e  line  nouvelle  de- 
claration de  fupplement,  ap- 
pclh  ecommuni  ment/>o/?«;/ryj 
on  demandeque  les  marchands 
Anglois  qui  amenent  des  mar- 
chandifes en  France  jouifTent 
pareillement  du  dit  privi 

"  (7)  L'on  demande  aulfi 
que  le  droit  tie  remife  accorde 
pour  les  man  handii 
emballage,  tonnage,,  &c.  ap- 
ptlk  tare,  foit  aulli  accordl 
fur 
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ftand ;  this  I  find  has  been  diftinclly  handled, 
and  abundantly  difputed,  at  Utrecht.  The 
obfervation  that  Monfieur  Defmarais  made 
iipon  it,  is  very  obvious:  that  upon  this  prin- 
ciple we  mould  be  with  France  as  the  Hol- 
landers are,  i.e.  as  fpecified  in  the  tarif  of 
1664;  that  the  reafon  why  the  Hollanders 
had,  in  great  meafure,  the  benefit  of  this 
tarif,  was,  that  they  had  laid  no  new  impofi- 
tions  on  the  goods  of  France  imported  into 
their  provinces;  yet  the  methods  of  com- 
merce, and  the  necetfkry  droits  which  this 
kingdom  has  been  forced  to  raife,  are  fuch, 
as  that  France  muft  deny  that  tarif  to  them 
(the  Hollanders)  particularly  as  to  the  qua- 
tre  efpeces,  whale-bone  and  whale-oil,  wool- 
len cloth   and   ferges>  fugars  according  to 


"  A  l'fgard  des  droits  pour  fur  un  pied  tgal  de  part  & 
Its  marchandifes  tarees  8c  ga-  d'autre. 
tSes,  on  les  regie  k  l'aimable, 
&  cela  fe  fait  de  concert  entre 
les  fermiers  du  Roi  &  les  n(- 
gocians,  il  n'y  a  jamais  eii  de 
lement  a  cet  egard. 

"  Article  general  &  ordi-  «  (8)  Et  generalement  que 
naire  dans  les  traites  de  com-  les  fujets  de  la  Grande  Bre- 
Bierce."  tagne,  &  ceux  de  Prance,  joui- 

ront  d'une  iiberte  rtciproque 
au  faitdu  commerce,  &  qu'on 
he  autant  qu'on  peut  d'en 
ouvrir  &  faciliter  toutes  les 
meilleures  voies  de  part  & 
d'autre." 


R  2  ,  their 
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their  feveral  refinements,  and  all  forts  of 
falt-fifh  in  barrel ;  upon  all  which  heads 
Monfieur  Deimarais  afiferts  that  it  would  be 
impoffible  that  France  fhould  trade  with 
Holland,  except  thefe  commodities,  and  the 
manner  of  importing  them,  were  regulated 
by  the  tarif  of  1699,  or  fome  other  equi- 
valent proportion.  Upon  the  article  of  falt- 
fim,  I  was  verv  Had  to  hear  Monfieur  Def- 
marais  fay,  that  whoever  imports  it  into  this 
kingdom  mult,  find  it  conliderably  advanta- 
geous :  my  thought  was,  that  this  ought  to 
be  a  fair  argument  to  us  to  mind  and  im- 
prove our  fiihery  upon  the  coafk  of  Scotland, 
for  it  is  this  fort  of  flfh  which  the  Dutch 
import  chiefly  hither,  and  which  the  French 
mean  to  bring  to  the  above-mentioned  tarif. 
Monfieur  Deimarais  explains  himfelf  very 
much  upon  the  head  of  an  eniiire  prohibition 
being  very  prejudicial  to  both  nations,  but 
more  fo  to  England,  he  fays,  than  to  France  : 
and  that  the  high  duties  on  both  fides  ought 
to  be  taken  off,  and  brought  to  a  juft.  me- 
dium, which  he  thinks  impoifiblc  to  be  done 
but  bv  Cocnn  tamed  to  that 

purpoic;   tor  that  this  mtlft  coll  a  great  deal 
of  time,  fbf  the   French  can  only  take  oif 

their 
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their  duties  as  we  mall  take  off  ours,  and  the 
alteration  of  their  edicts  mud:  go  pari  pafftt 
with  that  of  our  acts  of  Parliament. 

To  what  I  objected,  that  the  King,  being 
abfolute  mailer  of  his  edicts,  might  in  the 
mean  time  take  away  the  entire  prohibition 
of  feveral  commodities,  particularly  thofe 
fpecified  in  the  edict  of  September  6,  i~oi  ; 
he  anfwered,  likewife,  that  we  had  feveral 
entire  prohibitions ;  for  inftance,  their  lilks 
were  as  abfolutely  forbid  on  our  lide,  as  our 
cloth  on  theirs;  and  repeated,  that  the  taking 
off  the  entire  prohibitions,  as  the  alleviating 
the  high  duties,  mull:  go  gradually  and  equally 
on  both  fides,  or  always  be  made  on  one  tide 
upon  condition  that  the  other  perform  his 
part,  and  be  intended  to  take  place  accord- 
ingly at  fuch  time  ;  for  that  if  the  prohibi- 
tion on  the  French  tide  were  (as  I  feemed 
to  think  reafonable)  immediately  taken  off, 
the  Englifh  would  run  a  glut  of  their  goods 
into  France,  fufficient  to  ferve  the  nation  for 
two  or  three  years  :  ii  while,"  (ays  he,  M  we, 
the  French,  ihall  remain  les  bras  croises ;  the 
Englifh  knowing  the  certain  duties  payable 
in  France,  and  the  French  expecting  how, 
or  in  what  time,  the  duties  upon  their  goods 
R    7  fhal! 
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fhall  be  taken  off  in  England."  Upon  the 
whole,  he  has  given  this  anfwer  to  the  pro- 
pofals  I  gave  him,  as  what  might  ferve  for 
a  ground-work  to  a  treaty  of  commerce ;  it 
was  yefterday  read  in  Council,  and  I  receive 
it  this  morning  from  Monfieur  de  Torcy, 
together  with  a  fcheme  (8)  of  the  chief  com- 
modities 

(8)  "  Etat  des  detiries  iff  productions  du  royaume. 

u  Amandes.  Peaux  de  chevreaux  en  crovite. 

Anchoix.  Pierres  a  carreaux. 

Avelines.  Meules-a-moulins. 

Bois  de  noyer  en  madriers.  Plutre. 

Bois  de  noyer  en  planches,  ou    Plumes  pour  lit. 

tables.    '  Poires. 

Brai.  Pommes  de  reinette  &  autrcs. 

Capres  grofles.  Poudre-a-pouditr. 

Capres  fines.  Prunes  de  Tour 

Chataignes.  Prunes  de  Brugnoles. 

Ciiardon.  Prunes  de  Bourdeau::. 
Eau  de  la  Reine  d'Hongrie.       Raifins  fees. 

Eau-de-vie.  Redon. 

Figues.  Refine. 

Galipots.  Saffian. 

Huile  d'olive.  Savon,  blanc  &  marbre. 

Jaye  btun.  Sel. 

Liege.  Vaudes. 

Mcules-a-moulins.  Yin  rouge. 

Miel.  Vin  blanc* 

Olives.  \  "iiiaigre. 
Paficl. 

'*   Etat  des  manufactures  de  Frame. 

"  Ba*  drapes  de  laine  fine  pour  femmc,  de  toutes  couleurs. 

),  communs. 

drapes  de  laine  fine  pour  honime,  de  toutes  couleurs. 
Ditto,  cominun  . 
Bougi 

tons  d'or  &c  d'argent,  fin  trait;  de  la  grande  forte. 
Ditto,  de  la  petite  forte. 

BoutOHS 
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modifies   which   France    fends  to  England, 
which  he  defires  may  be  returned,  with  the 

fpecific 

Boutons  d'or  &  d'argent,  fin  file  fur  foie,  affbrtis,  par  moitit- 
de  la  grande  &  petite  ibrtc. 

Boutons  d'argent  fin,  ou  d'argent  dorc,  maflif  &  plaque  fi.r 
moule  de  bois. 

Boutons  de  la  petite  forte. 
Brocards,  a  fond  d'or  &  d'argent  fin. 

Brocards,  a  fond  de  damns,  de  taffetas,  ou  dc  fatin,  rehauffes 
d'ornemens  6c  de  fleurs  d'argent  fin. 

Brocards,  a  fond  <l'or  &c  d'argent  fin,  lis  &  glaces,  fans  auc- 
unes  fleurs  ni  ornemens  de  foie  de  couieur. 

Brocards  forts,  de  pure  foie,  a  fond  de  fatin,  de  damas,  ou 
de  taffetas,  broches  de  fleurs  de  couieur,  fans  or  ni  argent. 

Brocards  moyens,  de  pure  foie,  a  fond  de  fatin,  de  dama?, 
ovi  de  taffetas,  a  fleurs  de  diffcrentes  couleurs. 
lis  Urges  ou  etrottt. 
..  jouer. 
Chapeaux  de  cal: 

Chapeau  loutes  de  fortes. 

Deptelles  blanches  al  con  do  Pay,  d'Auvergm 

Norraandic,  &  autre*  provin  raume.     Droguets  1. 

nines,  ras  de  maroc,  de  Barriere,  de  cailor,  mon  cayai 
Dauphin,  dc  pure  laine  ou  meles  de  fo 

,x-  pinches  d"ot  I  at  tin,  fil  de  chanvre  ou  de 

Jin,  i!  ■  adeurs. 

Fil  trail  d'or  fin. 
Dit1  tin. 

i  dentelles  d'or  faux,  tile  fur  foie. 
faux. 
i 

Jais  ou  j.<yer  travaille  en  ouvr: 
con  de  V. 

"  Menues  Merceries,  fav  oir: 
"  Bridons,  houcles,  lV  boutons  de  cuivre  ou  de  metail,  unis  ou 
•uvrages,  dores  ou  non  dores ;   boutons  de  foie,  de  foie  6c  de 
poil,  &  de  pur  poil  ;  etrilles;  etriers  j  gands  de  peau,  de  toutes 
fortes,  pour  h  pour  femme,  ttnifl  ou  garnis,  de  cuir  ou 

de  taffetas  3  epingles,  aiguilles,  etuis  de  poche  j  boites  a  mou- 
ches,  &  tabatieres,  dlvoire,  d'ecaille,  de  corne,  de  bois,  unies, 

R  4  gravees, 
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fpecitic  duties  payable  in  England  upon  every 
head,  and  what  time  may  probabjy  be  afked 
for  the  alleviating  any  part  of  them  ;  and 
he  defires  we  mould  fend  a  like  fcheme  of 
Englifh  goods  which  we  import  chiefly  into 
France,  and  promifes  to  give  us  thereupon 
a  reciprocal  account ;  the  King  being  very 
willing  to  open  a  trade  as  foon  and  as  fairly 

gravees,  fculptees,  ou  garnies  d'or  ou  d'argent ;  epees  month's, 
avec  leurs  gardes  &  poignees  de  quelque  metail  qu'elles  foient  ; 
lunettes  de  toutes  fortes ;  fouetsj  ouvrages  de  cuivre  graves  ou 
en  relief,  dores  ou  non  dores  :  peignes  d'ecaille,  divoire,  de 
comes,  ou  de  bois;  ouvrages  d'acier,  poll  ou  dorc;  &  toutes 
fortes  d'autres  menus  ouvrages  de  poche. 

Mouere  d'or  &  d'argent. 

Meniere  de  tbie. 

Or  &  argent  fin,  file  fur  foie  de  toutes  qualites,rim  dans  L'autre. 

Tapicrs,  perruques,  blondes,  ditto  chataines  &:  noire:;  p. 
nat. 

Clincaillerie  fine,  rommc  couteaux,  cifenux,  razoirs.  intlru- 
rrvens  de  chirurgie  at  d'horlogerie,  iS;  autres  ouvrages  de  cout- 
ellerie. 

iRubans  de  foie  a  ileurs  ou  rayeures  d'or  &  d'argent  depuis  \\ 
plus  petite  jufques  a  quartre  pouces  de  largeur. 

Rubans  tuTus  d'or  &:  d'argent  fin,  d-un  police  Jufques 
de  largeur. 

ge  de  Ni  fines  k  d' I J  fez. 
I  iftetaa  unis,  rayes,  nuances,  changeans  do  toutes  coul 

Tapilferie,  Bergame  ou  droguets  de  Rouen, 
ou 

Toiles  blanches,  fine  I  e  &  de  Laval. 

reuux,  1 1 

T<  ;  elb  '/s  iiu, 

'J'oilcs  blanch 

.es. 

toll 

un<  \  itre,  &  t 

,  m  de  Vcnile  excepti 
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as  poffible  v/ith  his  old  friends :  but  he  con- 
cludes, that  the  confufion  and  mifunderftand- 
ing  of  twenty  years  will  not  be  redrafted 
without  a  good  deal  of  time  and  labour. 

The  ufual  articles,  therefore,  of  a  treaty 
of  commerce,  that  of  the  droit  d'aubaine^ 
that  of  tare,  and  what  your  Lordfhip  fees  is 
pretty  near  adjufted,  may  be  agreed  and 
iigned  at  Utrecht  with  the  treaty  of  peace, 
but  in  a  diftincl  inftrument,  and  as  a  treaty 
of  commerce  ;  and  in  it  the  fpecialties  as  to 
the  manner  of  diminishing  the  droits,  and 
regulating  the  tarif,  mull  be  provided  for  by 
one  general  clan. 

I  have  waited  on  Monfieur  Pontchartrain; 
and  not  perceiving    that   the    lift  of  ftiips 
taken,  as  we  alleged,  contrary  to  the  terms 
the  ceftation,  or  the  ufual  maritime  laws,  of 
of  which  I  formerly  left  with  him,  has  been 
regarded,    I  left  another    lift  with  hm,    to 
which  he  fays  I  fhall  have  an  anfwer  in  few 
days.     John  Wynne,  the  poor  man  fo  often 
taken  and  retaken,  with  his  fhip,  are  let  at 
liberty  ;    and  our  fubjecls,  of  which  I  have  a 
long  lift,  which  I  think  comes  from  Colonel 
Nicholibn,   that  are,  we  lay,  taken  againft: 
fheir  will,  and  confined  at  Canada,  will  have 

leave 
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leave  to  return  to  Boflon,  or  wherever  we 
think  proper,  provided  they  are  not  habitues 
in  Canada,  and  had  rather  ftay  there  than 
otherwife  ;  of  this  I  mall  fend  you  more  by 
my  next. 

Paris,  29th  December,  17 12. 

I  told  your  Lordfhip  I  mould  hear  more 
from  the  Elector  of  Bavaria ;  I  did  fo,  by 
Monfieur  de  Torcy,  lair,  night.  Count 
Monoftrole  repeats  his  matter's  acknowledg- 
ments to  her  Majefty,  and  his  defire  that 
me  will  fet  him  as  free  as  her  prefent  cir- 
cumitances  of  affairs  may  permit ;  and  in  a 
viiit  this  morning  to  Monfieur  Yoilin  *,  he 
let  fall,  as  feeming  by  chance,  that  it  was 
not  thought  the  Dutch  would  ever  pretend 
to  garrifon  Luxemburgh. 

Monoftrole  complains,  and  the  Ministers, 
here  fecond  the  complaints,  that  Bonne,  the 
very  and  only  residence  of  the  Elector  of 
Cologn  is  to  be  garrifoned  by  Imperial  troops, 
and  Liege  and  Huy  by  Dutch.  Monoftrole 
has  reprefented  from  his  mailer  to  the  Moll 
Chriftian  King,  that   a   formal   treaty  was 

Je,  in  1704,  between  the  Electrefs  and 

*  Secretary  at    War. 

the 
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the  late  Emperor  Jofeph  *,  not  one  word 
of  which  has  been  complied  with,  nor  any 
recompence  made  him  upon  what  was  therein 
ftipulated. 

That  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  not  to  count 
thirteen  millions  of  florins  which  they  for- 
merly owed  him,  have  during  this  war  fcized 
all  his  magazines,  cannon,  goods,  plate,  jew- 
els, and  piclures  ;  that  Rollembourg,  the 
adjacent  countries,  and  other  large  tracls  of 
land,  which  are  now  comprehended  in  the 
Upper  Palatinate,  have  been  bought  by  the 
Houfe  of  Bavaria,  a  beaux  denitrs  CQntans,  and, 
by  confequence,  fhould  be  referved  to  him. 

In  thefe  points,  his  Moft  Christian  Majefty 
would  defire  the  Queen  to  favour  this  Prince; 
and  as  he  has  given  Monlieur  de  Torcy  order 
to  mention  them  to  me,  the  Due  d'Aumont 
will  likewife  have  order  to  fpeak  of  them  in 
England. 

Another  point,  upon  which  this  Court  is 
very  lblicitous,  is,  that  the  Chevalier  remain- 
ing in  any  town  of  Fance  obftrudts  the  lign- 
ing  the  peace  -,  yet  he  cannot  go  to  Lorrain 

*  By  this  treaty,  (he  was*  to  furrender  all  the  towns  in  her 
polleliion  to  the  Emperor,  to  reticle  at  Munich,  with  a  guard 
of  400  men,  and  to  have  a  pen/ion  out  of  the  electorate,  for 
the  iupport  of  her  court  and  family. 

till 
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till  the  Emperor's  paflfport  will  fccure  him 
there.  Your  Lordfhip,  by  the  perufal  of  the 
papers  (9,  10,  1 1)  will  fee  the  flate  of  that 

cafe  ; 

(0)    Copie  tic  la  Lettre  de  Mvnfeigkettr  le  Due  de  Loraihe, 

Dcconbre  it  me,  1712. 

"  Je  luis  bien  faclie,  Monfieur,  que  votre  indifpofition  m'em- 
peche  de  vous  voir,  mais  j'efpere  qu'en  pen  vous  vous  porterez 
bien,  ce  queje  foubaite  bcaucoup.  Sautez  mva  hier  rendfri  compte 
«le  ce  que  vous  lui  avez  dit  touchant  l'affaire  dont  je  l'avois 
charge,  &  pour  que  vous  puiffiez  vendre  encore  un  meill-uv 
compte,  je.vous  envoie  ci-jomt  un  petit  memoire,  dont  la  mau- 
vaiie  diction  vous  l'era  afiez  connottre  que  e'eii  mon  llyle;  j'ef- 
pere que  le  Roi  trouvera  que  j'ai  eu  raifon  de  i'aire  ce  que  j'ai 
tait,  a  moins  que  de  rn  me  mauvaife  affaire:  je 

vous  prie  a  pn  la,  de  vous  i'ouvenir  que  vow  pi  avez.  dit, 

Monueur,  que  la  3  rte  affaire  fe  fafie  par  le 

mtenient  des  allies  pour  une  plus  grand  furete,  que  la 
marche  que  j'ai  faite  a  la  cour  de  Yieune  n'a  6te  quofficium  bom 
virr,  &  que  pour  cela,  il  ne  feroit  pas  juite  que  j'entralleen  auc- 
une  difcuffion  5  js  me  flatte  que  le  lloi  entn  radans  mes  raifons, 
&c  fera  convaincu  que  mon  unique  application  eft  de  plaire  a  la 
Majefte,  &  lui  falre  connoitre  mon  attachement  refpectueux  : 
j-c  lerois  malh<  Mr,  fi  )e  me   trpmpois,  &  fi  je  de- 

plairois   dans  une  oceafion  on  je  nai   pu  prendre  dam  re  parti ; 
£>yez  an  1  uad6  qu'on  ne  peut  etre  plus  vOritablement 

que  Je  Irris, 

(10)  rMonfieur  d'  Audi /ret  fe  louviendra  que  lorfqu'il  el 
ici  de  la  part  du  R 

jeftt  fbuhaitoit  quej'employatle  mesbori 
pour  procurer  au  Chevalier  d 

<         •  des  trouj  1  s  al- 

.  j<-  lui  dia  que  par  m< 

iduit 
m>  d 
A:  a  Moit 

|ue  s'accordant  ks  El 
le  diflkulteg,  £v  que  propefant  en 
rfroiture  qui 

de-.  utes  les  provin 

. 
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cafe ;  and  I  have  only  to  add,  upon  this  fub- 
jeer,  that  the  Court  of  France  exprelFes  an 

impoflibility 


parut  appronver  mon  deflein,  &  je  ne  tardai  pr.s  r.n  moment  i 
en  ecrirc  a  mon  Envoye  a  Viennc,  done  l'indiipoiition  a  fait 
que  je  n'ai  pas  eu  plutot  ia  rep 

'  L'Erripereur,  fur  ma  demande,  m'a  fait  envoyer  une  copie 
du  fauf-conduit  qu'il  projetoit  de  donner,  &  y  a  joint  une 
It  tire,  dapt  ie  joindrai  ci-apres  ia  I  ur  d'Au- 

difret  trouvera  dans  Tune  &  dans  I'autn  drs 

endroits  barn's,  auxquel  de  fare  attention,  lor: 

en  rendra  compte  a*  la  cour. 

( i  i "l   Trunflititn  dc  h  I 

nt,  Valentini,  m'a  rcquis  tres  hum 
rdonner  les  ordres  n  afin  que  lenomme 

fe  tranfporter  d 
v  puifle  demeurer  en  furete  de  mes  troupes  & 
allies,  qui  y  peuvent  croiler  I  tort 

de  vous  temoigner  en  t(  ntes  o(  (  ifi  >n    i  ia  pr  i 

ar.des,  &  que  je  conc/>i  <ns   j)our  lef- 

quelles  voin  o'avez  pu  rerufer  lea  infinuations  qui  vous  ont 
tit  ■.  rd,  &  qu'<  ne  le 

dit  Chevalier  dans  la  (ituation  inforton  oins  p.r 

les  circonftances  dij  ;  >n,  &  qu1 

aifement,  tres  difficile  d  pour  lui  pleii. 

conduit  qu'on  a  demande;  je  ne  puis  done  le  donner  que  de 
la  maniere  out 

..  I    cM 

- 

"  *  Par  la  lec*hire  tant  du  projet  clu  fauf-conduit  que  de  la 
Jettre,  j'efpere  que  par  le  compt<  .ionihur   Diudifret 

vn intra  bien  rendre,  te  Roi  fcra  peihiaJe  des  foins  que  j*aj 
pi  -is  de  faire  r6uffir  for  le  champ  ce  que  fa  Majefte'  i  de6« 

moi,  &  je  me  rlatte  que  par  le  compte  qu'il  aura  diju  rendu  a 
fa  Majettv,  elle  aura  vu  I 'en  vie  que  j'ai  de  lui  plair-.',  non- 
lVulunent  en  cette  occafion,  mais  encore  en  toutes  aurres 
qui  le  font  pivientees,  it  le  prelenteront  a  1'avenir.  Mais 
les  deux  endroits  barres  tant  dans  le  fauf-conduit  que  dans  la 
lettre  de  I'Empereur,  m'ont  oblige,  tc  je  n'y  ai  pa>  perdu  un 
moment  de  tern1:  a  remontrer  a  fa  Majefie  Impcriale,  que  moi 
&  mes  etats  etant  neutres,  je  ne  pouvois  etre  charge  de  pa- 

•  The  Duke  of  Lorr-un  here  refumct.  his  letter. 

reillcs 
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imporTibility  on  their  fide  to  do  more  than 
they  have  done,  and  hopes  we  fhould  have 
interefr.  enough  with  the  Emperor  to  obtain 
fuch  paflports  from  him  as  may  fecure  as 
well  the  perfon  who  is  to  go  into  Lorain, 
as  the  Duke  of  Lorain,  who  is  to  receive 
him. 

I  have  not  heard  from  Utrecht  nnce  my 
arrival  in  France,  but  I  prefume  I  fhall  hear 
in  few  days,  Sunday  next  being  the  laft  day 
allowed  for  their  determination  ;  and  if  you 
approve  the  propofal  relating  to  Newfound- 

rellles  conditions,  que  j'attribuois  cela  a  des  tcrmes  de  Chan- 
cellerie,  que  j'efperois  que  1'Empereur  voudra  bien  m'ao 
corder  cette  grace  fans  ces  reftrictions,  lefqudles  je  ne  pou- 
vois  recevoir  en  facon  quelconqne.  Je  compte  qu'en  huit  ou 
dix  jours  au  plus  tard,  j'aur.ii  une  reponfe,  a-moins  que  la 
rechute  d'indifpofition  de  mon  envoye  ne  la  retarde,  &  des 
que  j'aurai  reponfe.  je  ne  manquerai  pas  d'en  informer  furle 
champ  Monfieur  Dav.difret. 

"  j'efpcre  que  le  Roi  trouvera  quej'ai  pris  le  bon  parti 
dans  cette  occafion,  8c  qu'tant  comme  j'ai  dit  cideffus  en 
neutrality  je  ne  pouvois  en  aucun  facon  du  monde  entrer 
dans  de  pareils  erigagemens;  je  me  flatte  meme  qu'cn  ce  ren- 
contre comtr.e  en  tous  ceux  qui  fe  prefenteront,  fa  Majefte 
vena  que  mon  unique  application  fera  toujours  de  lui  don- 
ner  des  marque  de  mon  attachement,  &  del'envie  tres  finccre 
quej'ai  de  lui  plaire  en  tout  ce  qui  dcpendra  de  moi. 

**  Si  pendant cet  intervalle  on  croyoit  a  propos  queje  fifTe 
quelque  demarche  au  c6te  de  la  Hollande,  je  le  ferai  avec 
i  de  plaifir,  &  ii  Monfieur  Daudifret  veut  attendre  la- 
deflut  des  01  je  ne  ferai  aucun  mouvement 

entrc  ci  l  il  croit  queje  puiffe  en  attendant 

faire  quelque  demarche,  il  n'aura  qu'a  me  le  mander  &  je 
ferai  toujour--  tout  [  r<  t  i  faire  tout  cc  qu'il  me  confeillera  fur 
ce  fryer." 

2  land. 
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laud,  and  judge  the  fcheme  of  commerce  fuch 
as  may  form  a  general  article,  I  think 
are  ready,  let  what  will  happen.  I  am  more 
pleafed  with  the  propofal  as  to  Newfound- 
land, becaufe  I  fee  Monfieur  Pontchartrain 
and  fome  others  heartily  difquieted  at  it. 
Monfieur  de  Torcy's  letters  from  Utrecht 
lay,  that  of  the  provinces,  Frieze,  Utrecht, 
and  Gelder,  were  for  the  peace ;  and,  of 
Holland,  the  towns  which  flood  chiefly  out 
were  Delft,  Rotterdam,  and  Leyden. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  is  here,  and  defires  a 
yatch  may  immediately  be  ordered  to  Calais, 
for  his  patfage  :  he  will  tell  your  Lordfhip 
that  the  affair  of  Catalonia  remains  in  Jlatu 
quo  :  Monfieur  de  Torcy  h:  advice, 

that  the  Duke  of  Berwick  is  within  a  day's 
march  of  Staremberg,  that  he  has  an  army  of 
fifty  fquadrons  and  forty  battalions,  much 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  enemy.  Monfieur  Voi- 
fin,  tells  me,  the  French  are  twenty-three 
thoufand  effective  men,  and  he  reckons  the 
Germans  not  above  thirteen  thoufand ;  the 
Duke  of  Argyle  computes  the  Germans  to  be 
nearer  twenty  thoufand. 

For  home  news,  I  faw  the  Dauphin  *  yef- 

*  Afterwardi  Louis  XV. 

terday, 
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fterday,  he  was  brought  to  the  King  at  table; 
the  child  looks  very  well,  a  little  pale ;  he  is 
handfome,  and  feems  to  have  a  good  deal  of 
fpirit.  I  expect  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  here, 
on  Saturday  or  Sunday.  We  have  taken  a 
rambling  apartment  for  him,  in  1' Hotel  Soil- 
fons,  which  was  the  beft  however  that  we 
could  find  in  all  Paris. 

I  have  writ  rather  a  journal  than  a  letter, 
the  diverlity  of  the  fubjects  which  it  contains 
mult  plead  my  excufe,  in  every  part  of  it.  I 
have  done  my  beft  for  the  Queen's  fervice, 
and  I  leave  it  to  your  great  friendfhip  to  me 
to  give  it  the  molt  candid  interpretation. 

La  Vigne  brings  inftructions  to  the  Duke 
d'Aumont  upon  many  of  the  heads  in  my  let- 
ter, and  by  him  again,  in  cafe  you  fend  no 
meflenger  of  her  Majefty's  immediately,  I 
may  have  your  anfwer.  I  am,  with  great 
truth,  your  Lordfhip's,  &c. 

M.  Prior. 

I  humbly  refer  my  Lord  Dartmouth,  to 
what  I  have  writ  to  your  Lordfhip. 


From 
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From  Mr.  Prior*. 
My  Lord, 

January  5th,  N.S.  17 12-13. 

MATT  has  nothing  to  fay  to  Henry,  but 
that  he  has  folicited  Calandrini's  affair  with 
Monfieur  Defmarais,  in  a  manner  that  he 
hopes  may  be  effectual,  though  not  in  pro- 
portion, as  to  the  time,  with  what  Monfieur 
Calandrini  may  have  promifed  himfelf ;  in 
this  cafe,  I  beg  of  the  Minifter,  whilft  I 
preach  patience  to  a  fuffering  family. 

I  expect  to  hear  from  you  in  anfwer  to 
my  long  letter,  and  am  immediately  upon 
fealins:  this  to  go  to  Verfailles,  in  order  to 
hear  what  Monfieur  de  Torcy  has  received 
from  Utrecht,  in  relation  to  the  grand  affair. 
I  hear  and  have  heard  nothing  from  thence ; 
God  knows  my  heart.  I  expert  the  Duke  of 
Shrcwfbnry  every  day,  but  have  no  certain 
news  of  his  arrival  on  this  fide. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  has  been  kindly  re- 
ceived here,  his  Grace  will  tell  you  the  reft. 

I  am,  &c. 

Matt. 
The  CrohTys,  Ferioles,  &c.  are  always 

*  Rcccired  by  Colonel  Campbell. 

Vol.  III.  S  your'si 
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your's ;  I  fend  you  thefe  truffles  from  the 
latter,  or  the  Duke  of  Argyle  eats  them  by 
the  way,  no  matter. 

I  have  not  a  word  of  our  fhip  from  Rouen, 
nor  of  any  thing  there  in«ontained ;  pray 
write  to  me  pro  mote  Jolito. 

Your's. 


From  Mr,  Prior. 
My  Lord, 

k  Paris,  8th  January,  N.S.  17 13. 
I  HAD  fcarce  clofed  the  letter  which  I 
did  myfelf  the  honour  to  write  to  your 
Lordihip  two  days  fince  by  Mr.  Campbell, 
and  wherein  I  told  you  that  Monfieur  de 
Torcy  had  fummoned  me  to  Verfailles,  in 
order  to  inform  me  of  what  he  had  received 
from  his  mafter's  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Utrecht ;  when  I  likewife  received  the  in- 
clofed  (1,  2,  3,  4)  from  Lords  Privy  Seal 

and 

(l)  •'  Points  in  difpute  apt  7  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace    be- 

iivn  n  Great  Britain  ana  France. 

«»  We  think  that  the  roun-        "    The  French  demanded 

iry  having  been  forcibly  taken  that  at  the  reftoring  of  Hud- 

111  time   of  peace,  no  right,  fon's  Bay,  the   French   there 

Cither  public  or  private,  has  have  liberty  and  a  time  allow- 

.a  quired.  td  to  fell  their  immoveables. 

«  We  «  The 
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and  Strafford,  containing  the  points  which 
yet  lie  undecided  between  her  Majcfty  and 

this 


**  We  demand  that  the 
French  fhall  not  fifli  within 
thirty  leagues  of  the  fouth- 
eaft  fide,  nor  within  ten 
leagues  of  the  north-weft  fide 
bf  Nova  Scotia. 

"  We  defire  to  determine 
the  time  in  the  Spring,  when 
the  Frehch  may  come  to  fifli 
upon  the  coaft  of  Newfound- 
land, and  that  it  be  not  fooner 
than  April.  As  alfo,  that  they 
remain  not  there  after  the  au- 
tumnal equinox. 

"  We  think  this  neceflary, 
Jo  clear  at  all  times  to  come 
itil  right  of  poflellion. 


'  We  offer  to  fettle  the 
French  fifliing,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  Cape  Breton,  and 
other  fmall  iflands,  accord- 
ing to  any  of  the  three  alter- 
natives which  Mr.  Prior  is 
informed  of. 

M  Our  orders  are  exprefs  as 
to  the  pofitffion  of  all,  or  at 
ieaft,  of  half  of  Cape  Breton, 
and  as  to  the  Ifie  Sable,  as 
alfo  that  of  St.  Peter,  and 
others  adjacent  to  Newfound- 
land. We  are  not  empowered 
to  admit  of  any  temperaments, 
other  than  what  is  contained 
in  the  above-mentioned  alter- 
natives." 


"  The  French  minified 
only  plead  their  order  . 

"  They  confent  to  be  ex- 
cluded fifliing  on  thofe  coaft» 
in  general  terms,  but  think  it 
needlefs  to  fix  any  limits  on 
the  fonth-eaflfide,  and  unrea- 
fonable  as  to  the  north- weft. 

«'  They  think  no  term  of 
time  ought  to  be  prefcribed  14 
either  cafe. 


**  They  are  of  opinion*  it 
will  expole  their  (hipping  to 
great  dangers  and  inconveni- 
encies,  and  be  the  occafion  of 
mifumlerftandings. 

"  They  are  lately  come  to 
offer  that  their  fifhing  fhall  be 
from  the  Bay  of  Fortune 
northward,  about  to  Cape  Bo- 
naviita,  and  to  be  foie  pofTef- 
fors  of  Cape  Breton,  St.  Paul, 
and  the  Ifles  in  the  Gulph 
of  St  Lawrence. 

«*  They  alfo  demand  the 
Ifie  Sable,  and  that  of  St. 
Peter,  &c. 

**  They  feemed  very  defir- 
ous  to  conclude,  and  in  a  man- 
ner owned,  they  could  go 
fomething  farther,  if  we  would 
admit  of  fuch  temperaments, 
as  the  caie  required." 


(a)  Difmn^ 
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this  Court ;  I  have  conferred  upon  them  all 
in  general  with  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  and  with 

Meflieurs 


(s)   Differtnces  in  the  treaty  of  commerce. 

"  We  defiie  that  the  fub-  "  They  propofe  to  reftrain 

jecls  of  either  party  may  freely  it  to  the  native  fubjects;    but 

repair  to  the    kingdoms  and  confent  to  add,  for  explica- 

countries  of  the  other.     We  t?on,  that  all  Britifh  fubje<fts, 

cannot  aver,  that  our  general  not  born  in  the  dominions  of 

expreffion    would    give    any  France,  may  go  into  France  ; 

right  to  thofe  that  are  under  and  all  French   fubjects,  not 

a  legal  incapacity,  but  think  born    in    the    dominions   of 

we    have    reafon    to    object  Great  Britain,  may   go  into 

agai  rift  theirs  as  novelty,  and  Great  Britain:  they  think  this 

without    precedent,    in    any  precaution  is  needful,  as  well 


treaty  of  commerce. 


in  refpeft  of  the  French  refu- 
gees, as  of  fuch  Biitifli  natives 
now  in  France  as  ftand  pro- 
fcribed  by  the  laws. 

"  They  offer  to  accept  our 
words,  and  to  make  an  article 
apart   concerning   fuch    fub- 


*'  We  are  averfe  to  this, 
becauie  it  would  be  a  formal 
decifion  r.gainft  the  refugees; 

and  rather  than  do  fo,  fliould  jefts  on  both  fides  as  are  pro- 
incline  to  accept  of  their  way  fcribed." 
of  exprelTion  (if  it  were  in  our 
•power)  becaufe  it  fettles  this 
matter  in  favour,  at  leait,  of 
the  children  of  the  French  re- 
fugees, born  in  England,  which 
would  othervvife  remain  un- 
determined." 


(  3  )   The  priii cipal  •;. 

*'  We  defire  that  feveral  ar- 
•  been  excluded 
out   of  the  firft  plan   oi 

v,  and  referred  to  com- 
rnillioiHTs,  rraty  be  now  let- 
tied,  and  replaced  in  the 
treaty. 

"  \Vc  own  fuch  an  agree- 
ment, but  are  ncvci  th<  lei  dc- 
Jirous  to  go  the  other  way. 
"We 


•■•■fee. 

"  They  allege  an  agreement 
between  me  f  Wo  Crowns 

in  May  latl,  whereby  any  mat- 
ters ot  long  difcuflion  be  left 
to  Cominillioners. 


•«  They  objeft,  that  it  will 

be  impoiiible  in  our  way  to 

conclude  the  treaty  in  the  time 

that 
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*<  We  apprehend  Commjf- 
iioners  will  fcarce  ever  agree. 


Meflieurs  Defmarais  and  Pontchartrain  upon 
thofe  which  more  immediately  regard  their 

refpeclive 

that  will  be  requifite,  becaufc 
it  will  neceflarily  require  a 
very  nice  and  tedious  exami- 
nation of  tarifs,  prohibitions, 
and  rules  of  trade,  on  both 
fides. 

44  In  the  mean  time,  they 
offer,  that  we,  concluding  the 
treaty  their  way  fhali  imme- 
diately participate  in  all  the 
benefits  of  trade  in  France  that 
fhall  be  granted  to  the  Duu  »i ; 
and  that  they,  en  the  other 
fide,  will  wait  for  rediefs  to 
the  grievances  their  iv 
under  in  Britain. 

"  Thrv  allure  us  there  will 
be  no  affectation  of  dday  on 
their  fide;  the  rather,  becaufe 
the  French  trade  in  Britain  will 
need  relief  more  than  the  B.i- 
tifli  in  France. 
u  Our  orders    oblige  us  to         «<  They  lay  immediately  uo- 

infift,  that  when  by  Act  of  Par-    on  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 

Uament,  the  duties  upon   the    of  commerce  (if  we  make  «.  De) 

growth    and    manufactures   of    we  are  to  enjoy  all  the  benefit* 

France,  fhall  be  reduced  to  the    0f  that  tarif,  except  only  four 

tame  proportionate   rates  that    fpecies. 

are  paid  for  the  like  goods  by 

cither  nations,  and  all  aits  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  any 

French  goods  that  have  been 

made  fince  the  year  1664,  mail 

be  repealed,  we  fhall  then  enjoy 

in  France  the  full  effect  of  the 

Tariff  of  1664. 

"  We  understand  it  to  be  fo, 

but  think  it  needful  our  wool- 

len  manufacture,  filh,  fugars, 

and  tobacco,  Should  be  ealed  of 

the  prefent  burdens  upon  them 

jn  France." 


"  They  fay  their  oifr  is  the 
fame  in  refpect  of  m a 
manufactures,  and  that   1 
difficulties  cannot  be  rem 
but  by  commiifioner.s." 


S3 


(4)  A'tkk 
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refpedtive  provinces :  and  upon  the  whole 
fend  you  the  refult  of  fuch  my  conferences, 
which  I  hope  you  will  find  to  be  fuch  as 
may  facilitate  the  orders  which  our  Ambaf- 
fadors  expecl:  from  your  Lordfhip. 

As  to  what  relates  in  Monfieur  de  Torcy's 
memoir e  (5)   to  the  fourth  article,  concern- 


ing 


(4)  Article  propofed  about  the  tarif  of  1664,  received  from  Monfieur 
de  Torcy,  the  jt/j  of  Jan.  I  71 3. 

"  Les  articles  qui  regardent  la  liherte  que  les  fujets  de  part 
&  d' autre  auront  &  doivent  avoir  de  venir  trail!  pier,  &c.  feront 
exprimes  en  termes  generaux ;  &  fi  dans  le  detail  il  fe  trouve 
quelque  exception  a  faire,  il  en  fera  convenu  fans  perte  de  terns, 
foit  avec  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Shrewflniry,  ioit  avec  Monfieur 
Prior,  foit  a  Utrecht  entre  Meiueurs  les  Plenipotentiaries,  de 
France  &  de  la  Grande  Bretagne. 

"  Lorfquc  par  arte  du  Parlement  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  les 
droits  fur  les  denrees  du  cru  manufactures  6c  marchandifes  de 
France,  feront  reduits  a.  la  meme  proportion  de  ceux  qui  doi- 
vent fe  lever  m  France  fur  les  denrces  t\a  cru  manufactures  & 
marchandifes  de  la  Grande  Bretagne;  fuivant  le  tarif  de  l'anncc 
1664,  les  fujets  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  jouiront  alor§  en  France 
du  tarif  de  la  ditc  annee  1664." 

(5)  Kept  de  "Monfieur  deTorcy,  jmt  Janvier,  1711-13. 
"  Memoir e  four  Monfieur  Prior. 

"  Par  Tarticle  4  du  projet  de  traits  de  paix  a  faire  avec  la 
Grande  B  tot  au  rnoia  d'Aoit  dernier,  il 

eft  dit :  We  qui  Reg  >  Magna  Britannia?  titulum  nffumpfit^  8cc. 

"Aujonrd'hui  lea  Pl6nip'otentiairea  de  la  G1 

Bretagne  vcul.  tie  expreflion  dont  3s  6toient  con- 

venUS,  &c  fubftituer  en  fa  place  les  termes   fuivans  :     Qui  Regit 
Eritannitc    nomen   ufurpavit.  ou   hien,  Jibi    arrogavit. 
mea  qui  n  '    force  a  I'engagement  que  le 

Roi  prena  [Kir  cet  arti<  li  de  la  fucceffion  n'-glee  par 

In  Parlenv 
'   Sur  Particle  8,  >;:i  a  toujours  fait  obferver  qii'il  fetoit  necef- 
faire  de  diiliiiguer  deux  ditVercntes  fortes  d'tr.lufcs  a  Dunl 
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ing  the  words,  titulum  ajfumpfit,  and  nomen 
ufurpavit,  orjibi  arrogavt't,  fince  there  never 

was 


let  unes  fervant  :\  ncttoyer  le  Port,  les  autres  1  retenir  les  •-■ 
pour  <mpecher  1'inondation  du  pay-. 

"  Jl  n'y  a  point  de  diiticulte  a  dtmolir  les  premiere*,  oOflUnt 
fail  ant  pajt  de.s  fortinc  itions  :  quant  aux  lecondes,  leur  dcttruo 
tion  nc  ferviroit  qu'a  miner  le  pays  des  environs,  fans  pruduire 
aucun  avantage  ii  rAngletenv;  Moofieui  le  Vicomte  de  Boling- 
broke  sell  eclairci  par  lui-meme  de  cettc veritr,  loriqu'il  a  : 
par  Dunkerqueen  retournant  a  Loudrej.  (  In  ne  doute  done  pas 
que  fur  le  compte  qu'il  en  aura  rendu  a  la  Reine  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne,  toute  difficult  e  fur  cet  article  ne  Ibit  dtja  lc\ 

**  Jl  eft  parte'  par  Particle  9  du  projet,  que  le  Roi  fera  re- 
main a  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne.  la  BaN  d'Hudibn,  3cc. 
de  la  maniere  que  fa  Majeiie  Sc  les  FracC/MI  I4  polsedeut  prc- 
lentement. 

"  Mdfieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Graijde  Bretagne  prC- 
tendent  qu'il  ibit  exprime,  que  non-ieulement  la  I'V.tuce  rendra 
ce  qui  a  M  pris  fur  ki  Anglo  s.  ,re,  .'out  ft  mmVAfthk 

a  jarqais  pojjede  de  ce  cotc-la.   Cette  claul  :cnte 

du  projet,  feroit  one  Iburce  dediftV 

les  eviter,  le  Roi  a  1  la  memc  carte 

de  I'AmcVique  Sqptentrionak  qui  lew  •  uunquee. 

par  les  Ptenipotentiaires 

rail  tracer  Cur  e  qui  m  U  de 

manure  quelle  a  lieu  de  croire  qu'oo  pourra  tacilcment  c 
veair  fur  ce  point  de  part  &  d' autre. 

"  Si  toutefoia  il  y  avoil  |uelque  difficulte*  que  Mcf- 

fieursles  Plenipotenuaires  ne  puftent  aplanir,  la  decifion  en  lcroit 
remife  aux  Commiflairea  qui  feront  nommes  pour  regler  les 
liniites  d  ique.   11  eft  portfi  par  le  dele,  qu'il 

des  lieux 
que  la  Majelb   cede  a  la  Coaroune  de  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
•  eux  leura  bien  .  Ibit  par 

lerre  Ibit  par  mer,  OU  bon  leur  k. 

potentiairea  de  la  France  leur  ont  audi  i  6  de  ven- 

dre  Ituirs  biena  immeubles  dans  I'elpace  de  trois  ans. 
"  Me  die  11  rs  les  Pieuipotentiaires  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  con- 
lent  le  terme  de  trois  ans,  &c  le  veulent  borner  a  un  an.    lis 
prctcudent  de  plus,  faire  ui.e  diftinAion  des  lieux  cedes,  & 
des  lieux  qu'ils  appellent  reditu,  s.    lis  confentent  de  laiffer  au 
ic,ois  etablis  dans  les  lieux  a-des,  la  faculte  dt-  vendre  leurs 
biens  immeubles  dans  l'efpace  d'un  an.     Mais  Us  prctendent 
S  4  qu'ils 
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was  any  thing  in  that  grammatical  contro- 
versy but  its  having  been  difputed,  I  take  it 
for  granted  the  matter  is  long  lince  adjufted, 
or  may  very  eafily  be  fo ;  our  AmbafTadors 
not  taking  notice  of  it  in  the  inclofed  points 

qu'ils  ne  doivent  pas  jouir  de  cette  meme  liberte  dans  les  lieux 
reftitues.  lis  comprennent  fous  le  nom  de  lieux  cedes,  1' Acadie 
&  l'lfle  de  Saint  Chriftophe :  fous  le  nom  de  lieux  reftitues, 
la  Baie  &  le  Detroit  d'Hudfon,  &  l'lfle  de  Terreneuve.  Pour 
lever  cette  dirficulte,  ou  pent  fixer  le  terme  a  deux  ans  ou  dix- 
huit  mois,  &  laifler  aux  Francois  etablis,  foit  dans  les  lieux  cedes 
foit  dans  les  lieux  reftitues,  une  egale  liberte  de  vendre  leurs 
biens  immeubles  dans  cette  efpace  de  terns. 

"  Sur  Particle  10,  Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  de  France 
demandent  que  les  Anglois  obtenant  le  droit  de  porter  leurs 

{>laintes  par  devant  les  Commiflaires  des  dommages  foufferts  a 
a  Baie  d'Hudfon,  les  fujets  du  Roi  aient  aufli  le  meme  droit  a 
l'egard  de  1 'affaire  de  Nieves  &  de  celle  de  Gamble. 

'*  Cette  reciprocity,  dont  Meflieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  de 
la  Grande  Bretagne  n'ont  pas  encore  voulu  convenir,  paroit 
jufte :   les  Anglois  auronc  aufli   la  liberte  de   rtprefenter  les 

f)ertes  qu'ils  ont  faites  l'annee  derniere  a  Monfaret  &  d'en  fo« 
iciter  le  dedommagement  qui  leur  fe'rjj  aocorde. 

*'  II  etnil  ports'  par  l'article  11  du  Projet,  que  les  Francois 
ne  pourroient  pecher  a  Pavenir  fur  les  cotes  de  I' Acadie.  Mef- 
fieurs les  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  veulent 
aujourd'hui  ctendre  cette  interdiction  de  la  peche.  lis  p»e- 
tendent  que  les  Francois  ne  la  pourront  exercer  a  trente  lieucs 
au  fud-eft  de  cette  Province,  &  a  dix  lieues  ail  nord-oueft. 
Si  cette  pretention  avoit  lieu,  les  Francois  ne  pourroient  pe- 
cher dans  le  Golfe  meme  de  it.  Laurent.  La  proportion 
comniuniquee  a  Monfieur  Prior  aplainra  cette  difficult^,  puif- 
qn'il  eft  maraud  que  PAcadit  tons  les  droits  & 

prerogatives  dont  les  I'rancois  ontjoui.     h  eft  inuiile  UVutrer 
dan;  une  difcuffion  plus  particuliere. 

*'  Sui  Particle  12,  Meflieurs  Irs  Pi6nipotentiaires  dels, Grande 
Bretagne  ont  propofe  de  borner  it  a  peche  ties  Fran* 

^ois  depuis  li  -  1  rcmicrs  jours  d'Avril  jufqu'au  iiome  Septem- 
bre.    Mais  eomme  cette  reftriction  nouvefle  cfl  impracticable* 
conn  aire  a  l'ufage  ordinaire  &   a  la   bonne  intelligence  qt» 'on 
vent  erablir  entre  les  deux  nations,  on  tft  perfuade  que  la  K< 
dc  la  Grande  Bretagne  la  de/jpprouvcrat" 

in 
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in  difpute,  however,  I  was  fatisfied  that  Mon- 

iieur  de  Torcy  fhould  fend  his  remarks  upon 

it,  fince  his  (o  doing  is  a  kind  ofouverte  atle, 

by  which  the  French  do  once  more  previ- 

oufly  acknowledge  what  they  are  to  ftipu- 

late  with  us  in  that  behalf. 

The  point   concerning  the  fluices   about 

Dunkirk,  will  admit  of  no  difficulty,  it  hav- 
ing depended  upon  the  cflential  difference 
between  demolishing  the  fortifications,  and 
drowning  the  country,  and  upon  the  report 
which  Mr.  Hill,  according  to  our  Ambaf- 
fadors,  and  which  your  Lordfhip,  according 
to  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  have  made  on  this 
iubjecl:. 

As  to  the  limits  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  what  the 
Miniftry  here  feem  to  apprehend,  at  leafl  in 
virtue  of  the  general  expreffion,  tout  ce  que 
iy Angleterre  a  jamais  poffede  de  ce  cote- la, 
which  they  affert  to  be  wholly  new,  and 
which  I  think  is  really  fo,  fince  our  Pleni- 
potentiaries make  no  mention  of  it,  may 
give  us  occafion  to  encroach  at  any  time 
upon  their  dominions  in  Canada,  1  have  an- 
fwered,  that  fince,  according  to  the  carte 
which  came  from  our  Plenipotentiaries, 
marked  with  the  extent  of  what  was  thought 

our 
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our  dominion,  and  returned  by  the  French 
with  what  they  judged  the  extent  of  theirs, 
there  was  no  very  great  difference,  and  that 
the  parties  who  determine  that  difference 
nraft  be  guided  by  the  fame  carte ;  1  thought 
that  article  would  admit  no  difpute,  in  cate 
it  be  either  determined  immediately  by  the 
Plenipotentiaries,  or  referred  to  Commif 
fioners.  I  take  leave  to  add  to  your  Lordfhip, 
that  thefe  limitations  are  no  other  wife  ad- 
vantageous or  prejudicial  to  Great  Britain, 
than  as  we  are  better  or  worfe  with  the 
native  Indians,  and  that  the  whole  h  a  mat- 
ter rather  of  induftry  than  dominion. 

If  there  be  any  real  difference  between 
rejlitution  and  cejjion,  quaritur;  yet  lince  ii} 
either  cafe,  the  right  of  the  inhabitant  as 
to  transferring  his  goods  and  effecls,  or  dif- 
pofing  of  his  perfon  and  family,  is  alwa 
provided  for  in  treaty,  I  leave  it  to  your 
Lordfhip's  better  judgment,  if  a  fixed  time 
in  either  cafe,  fuppofe  eighteen  months  o^ 
two  years, does  not  put  the  fubjecl:,  who  is  to 
have  the  benefit  which  rejlitution  or  cejjion 
grants  him,  upon  an  equaler  foot,  and  con- 
kqucntly  leis  to  be  contcfted,  than  if  the 
terms  of  time  were  different  ?     Your  Lord- 

ihip 
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fhip  fee$  the  limitation  comes  up  pretty  near 
to  what  our  Plenipotentiaries  infill:  upon, 
j.  e.  a  year,  allowing  fpme  months  for 
the  people  in  thole  remote  parts  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  agreement  made  here.  This 
article  therefore,  if  agreed,  wijl  therefore 
comprehend  thofe  of  Pludfon's  Bay,  New- 
foundland, Acadie,  and  St.  Chnftopher's. 

Our  Plenipotentiaries  mention  nothing 
f elating  to  the  ioth  article,  by  which  iu 
Monfieur  de  Torcy's  memoire,  your  Lord- 
fliip fees  thofe  of  France  demand  that  the 
fubjecls  of  the  Crown  may  exhibit  their 
complaints  to  Commiflioners  hereafter  to  be 
named,  in  relation  to  their  lofles  at  Nieuves 
and  Gambie,  I  mean  what  we  owe  them  as 
to  Nieuves,  in  like  manner  as  the  fubjec~b 
pf  her  Majefty  are  to  exhibit  their  com- 
plaints as  to  Hudlbn's  Bay ;  your  Lordfliip 
will  fee  that  I  have  got  a  like  claufe  added 
in  favour  of  her  Majefty's  fubjects,  for  the 
lofles  they  fuftained  laft  year  at  Montferrat, 
which  I  hope  may  indemnify  the  particular 
fufferers  in  that  cafe,  and  prevent  the  ill 
effects  which,  as  your  Lordfliip  writ  me 
word  ibme  months  fince,  might  be  appre- 
hended from  the  murmurs  railed  upon  that 
fubjea.  The 
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The  demand  which  our  Plenipotentiaries 
make,  that  the  French  ihall  not  fifh  within 
thirty  leagues  of  the  fouth-eaft  of  Acadie, 
/.  e.  upon  the  long  bank  which  runs  from 
weft  to  eaft  before  that  country,  was  founded 
upon  this  afTertion,  that  while  Acadie  was 
in  the  French  hands,  we  were  obliged  to  the 
like  reftricrion,  and  confequently  the  words 
in  the  propofal  lately  fent,  "  que  la  province 
de  l' Acadie,  avec  tous  les  droits  &  prerogatives 
iont  les  Francois  ontjoui,fera  cede'  par  fa  Ma- 
jejle  a  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,"  ad- 
mits our  claim,  and  fmifhes  the  difpute,  as 
Monfieur  de  Torcy  obferves  in  the  inclofed 
memorial ;  but  as  to  their  being  forbid  to 
fiih  within  ten  leagues  of  the  north-well:  of 
Acadie,  MefTieurs  Torcy  and  Defrnarais, 
think  the  proportion  wholly  new ;  alledge  it 
deprives  them  of  the  benefit  of  fifhing  or* 
the  coaft  of  Cape  Breton,  cannot  but  caufe, 
what  in  every  other  part  of  our  demands 
we  feem  to  avoid,  a  future  and  frequent 
difpute  between  our  filhers  of  each  nation. 

The  reflraining  their  fifhery  to  an  cxacl 
time,  i.e.  between  the  ift  of  April  till  the 
20th  of  September,  they  like  wife  except 
againft,    as   new,  and  hope   it   will  not  be 

infifl'c\ 
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infilled  on.  Monfieur  de  Torcy  civilly  tak- 
ing notice  that  we  were  not  fo  unkind  as  to 
offer  fuch  a  reftriclion  to  the  Hollanders,  or 
any  other  nation,  upon  any  occafion,  or  at 
any  time ;  and  Monfieur  Defmarais,  with 
more  warmth,  proving  it  impracticable,  that 
their  fifhers  fetting  out  from  hence,  conli- 
dering  the  hazards  of  wind,  and  uncertain- 
ties of  their  voyage,  muft  either  be  on  the 
coalts  before  the  day  prefcribed,  and  in  this 
cafe  muft  ftay  inactive,  at  the  lofs  both  of 
their  time  and  their  provifions,  or,  coming 
too  late,  would  not  be  able  to  cure,  and  re- 
turn their  fifh  within  a  convenient  feafon; 
this,  they  laid,  was  not  of  a  piece  with  the 
gens  amicijjimay  and  would  be  rather  an  un- 
kind mark  of  diftinction  fct  upon  them,  than 
a  real  advantage  to  us. 

The  ifle  of  St.  Peter,  which  our  Pleni- 
potentiaries fay  the  French  demand,  your 
Lordlhip  will  fee,  is  yielded  to  us,  in  thofe 
words  of  the  propofal  lately  fent,  avec  la 
Terreneuve,  £?  les  ties  adjacentes  a  cette  tie. 
The  reafon  why,  as  your  Lordfhip  remem- 
bers, Monfieur  Mefnager  laft  year  infilled 
fo  much  upon  this  ifland  of  St.  Peter,  and 
why  the  French  would  have  confined  our 

pofTefiions 
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pofTefTions  6f  the  ifles  round  Newfoundland 
to  a  certain  diftance,  out  of  which  St.  Pe- 
ter's would  yet  be  exempted,  is,  that  though 
they  had  yielded,  as  they  have  done  by  the 
propofal*  that  part  of  th*  coalts  to  us,1  as  to 
drying,  &c.  they  frill  would  have  had  the 
convenience  of  drving  upon  this  little  ifle  : 
but  it  is  now  evidently  given  to  us,  as  be- 
longing to  Newfoundland  ;  and  they  take 
the  ifle  of  St.  Paul  to  be  as  evidently  yielded 
to  them,.as  belonging  to  Cape  Breton  :  and 
£o  the  whole  matter  refts  plain  and  deter- 
mined, fupponng  always  that  the  propofal  be 
agreed  to. 

Give  me  leave,  my  Lord,  to  remark,  upon 
the  head  of  Newfoundland,  that  the  laft 
offer  made  by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 
to  ours,  was,  that  they,  the  French,  mould 
fifh  from  the  Bay  of  Fortune  round  by  the 
north  of  Bonavifta;  this  was  the  fame  which 
the  Miniiters  here  offered  to  me;  and  from 
the  Bay  of  Fortune  they  receded  to  Cap  Roi: 
but  in  the  propolal  fent  by  me*  their  liberty 
begins  only  from  Point  Rich;  that  there  is  a 
great  tract  between  the  Bay  and  the  Cape 
and  the  Point  above  mentioned,  and  both 
thefe  tracts  capable  of  an  excellent  fifheryy 
2  which, 
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which,  as  I  have  heard,  declines  in  its  value 
as  the  ifland  from  Point  Rich  grows  ftraighter 
towards  the  north-eafr.. 

The  difFerence  in  the  treaty  of  commerce 
relating  to  the  liberty  of  the  Engliih  fiib- 
jecl:  trading,  is,  your  Lordfhip  fees  by  the 
inclofed  me'moz're,  agreed  in  the  manner 
our  Plenipotentiaries  defire.  As  is  likewiic 
the  ftipulation  defired,  that  the  tarif  of  1664 
mail  be  the  bafe  upon  which  our  mutual 
commerce  mail  be  founded,  and  the  rule  to 
which  our  acls  of  Parliament  and  the  French 
edicts  (hall  be  reduced.  I  add  to  your  Lord- 
fhip,  this  little  book  of  their  edicts;  not 
knowing  if  it  is  not  rare  in  England.  I  came 
only  to  Paris  to  diipatch  this  courier,  and  go 
again  to  Verfailles  to-morrow,  to  fee  what 
thefe  people  have  farther  to  fay  to  me  before 
the  King  goes  to  Marly,  which  will  be  on 
Wednefday,  after  which  the  ten  days  of 
his  flaying  there  makes  a  fort  of  vacancc 
from  all  bufinefs. 

I  expeel  his  Grace  of  Shrew fbury  hero 
every  day,  having  advice  that  ^on  the  third 
he  was  at  Margate,  and  expected  the  next 
day  at  Calais.  I  am,  with  great  refpedt, 
your  Lordfhip's,  &c.  M.  Prior. 
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De  Monjieur  de  Torcy. 

A  Verfailles,  ce  29me  Decembre,  1712. 
VOUS  nous  avez  renvoye,  my  Lord, 
fous  Texterieur  de  Matthieu,  le  veritable  fils 
de  Monfieur  Buys;  il  ne  lui  manque  que 
de  remplir  la  verre  de  fon  pere.  II  eft  d'ail- 
leurs  aufii  Hollandois,  &  je  crois  beaucoup 
plus  opiniatre.  II  a  falu  ceder  &  fe  confor- 
mer  prefques  a  tout  ce  qu'il  a  voulu ;  encore 
n'etoit-il  pas  content ;  j'efpere  cependant 
que  vous  le  ferez,  &  que  toutes  les  difficul- 
tes  qui  arretent  encore  la  fignature  du  traite 
vont  etre  levees ;  mais  je  vous  avoue,  que 
je  m'attends  a  des  reproches  terribles  de  la 
part  des  Plenipotentiaires  du  Roi,  qui  dif- 
putoient  fortcment  avec  les  votres  fur  des 
articles  que  Matthieu  a  obtenus  fans  beau- 
coup  de  peine,  &  peut-etre  avec  moins  de 
raifbn.  Enfin  je  crois  que  vous  ferez  plus 
content  de  fon  Excellence  que  je  ne  le  fuis, 
&  j'efpere  que  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Shrews- 
bury, que  j'attends  a  tout  moment,  trouvera 
que  les  cho(es  out  ete  bien  avancees.  Je  ne 
doutc  pas  auffi  qu'on  ne  les  avance  du  cote 
d*Utrccht,  &  que  vos  allies  ne  fe  mettent  a 
la  raifon. 

4.  II 
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II  faut  laifler  preTentement  a  Monfieur  le 
Due  d'Aumont  a  vous  entretenir  fur  ces  ma- 
tieres ;  mais  je  vous  fupplie,  my  Lord,  de 
ne  me  pas  donner  mon  conge ;  je  vous  af- 
fure,  que  quand  je  ferois  reduit  a  ne  vous 
ecrire  que  des  lettres  de  bonnes  fetes,  j'ai- 
merois  mieux  vous  en  importuner  que  de 
me  croire  expofe  a  etre  oublie  de  vous. 

Avant  que  de  recourir  a  cette  derniere 
reffource,  vous  me  donnez,  my  Lord,  de 
nouveaux  fujets  de  vous  remercier  des 
bonnes  que  offices  vousco  ntinuez  de  rendre 
in  Due  xle  St.  Pierre.  II  n'y  a  certainement 
perfonne  a  qui  j'aime  mieux  etre  oblige  qu'a 
vous,  &  ma  fatisfa&ion  fera  parfaite  fi  je 
trouve  jamais  les  moyens  de  vous  marquer 
que  je  fuis,  avec  l'attachement  le  plus  fin- 
cere,  &,  permettez-moi  de  dire,  le  plus  ten* 
die,  votre,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

Matthieu  ma  dit,  Monfieur,  qu'il  depe- 
choit  un  courier  a.  Angleterre,  ainfi  vous 
ierez  informe  par  lui  de  l'etat  ou  nous 
avons  mis  le  refte  des  difficultes  qui  arre- 
toient  encore  la  conclufion  du  traite. 

Au  nom  de  Dieu,  donnez  ordre  a  Mef- 
Vol.  III.  T  ficuw 
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fieurs  vos  Plenipotentiaires,  d'etre  moins 
bons  grammairiens  ;  les  notres  qui  enten- 
dent  aurli  la  force  dcs  expreffions  Latines 
s'impatientent  de  voir  rcnaitre  des  difficultes 
terminees  il  y  a  long-tems,  &  d'en  voir  for- 
mer des  nouvelles  fur  la  difference  de  cef- 
fion  &  de  reftitution  &  fur  les  attributes  de 
ces  deux  termes.  En  verite,  ces  queftions 
ne  devroient  pas  amufer  d'honetes  gens.  On 
les  pardonne  tout  au  plus  a  ceux  a  qui  Ton 
repond  amantium  irce*  Terminez  done, 
Monfieur,  des  difputes  dont  nos  ennemis 
feuls  profiteroient  fl  elles  duroient  encore 
long-tems. 

Vous  laiffez  ennuyer  Monfieur  le  Due 
d'Aumont  a  Boulogne,  &  je  fiiis  perfuade 
que  depuis  qu'il  eft  en  cette  ville,  l'impa- 
tience  qu'il  avoit  de  paffer  en  Angleterre  eft 
encore  augmentee  ;  j'en  aurois  beaucoup,  fi 
j'etois  en  fa  place,  de  vous  afTurer  que  per- 
fonne  n'eft  avec  plus  de  verite,  &  plus  par- 
faitement,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 


To 
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To  Sir<  Thomas  Hanmer. 

S  1  R, 

Whitehall. 

IF  you  received  no  letters  fiom  me  upon 
your  arrival  at  Paris,  according  to  my  pro- 
mife,  it  was  becauie  I  found  all  my  acquaint- 
ance there   prepared  to  do  the   honours  of 
their  country  ;  and  I  mult  have  been  guilty 
of  an  impertinent  affectation,  if  I  had  gone 
about  to  recommend    one    whole    perlonal 
merit  being  already  known,  had  done  that 
office  much   more   effectually    for    himfelf. 
The  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Shrewfbury  will 
be  arrived,  I  hope,  long  before  this  letter 
comes  to  your  hands.     I  envy  no  pleafure 
which  fo  good  a  friend  enjoys,    but  I  (hall 
often  with  myfelf  with  you,  and  mail  form 
in  my  fancy  a  multitude  of  agreeable  par- 
ties, the   amufements   of  which   I  long  to 
(hare. 

If  I  have  the  honour  of  a  line  from  you, 
pray  give  me  fome  account  of  Mat's  private 
life.  Once  I  was  in  the  gentleman's  lecret ; 
but  his  laft  difpatch  contains,  in  almoft  a 
ream  of  paper,  nothing  but  folemn  accounts 
of  bufinefs,  fuch  as  made  me  expect  to  find 
T  2  Jo. 
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Jo.  Werden,  inftead  of  Mat.  Prior,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  voluminous  epiftle.  We  hear 
much  of  a  certain  eloped  nun,  who  has  fup- 
planted  the  nut-brown  maid. 

The  laft  letters  from  Madrid,  and  the  lad 
conferences  which  we  had  with  the  Marquis 
de  Monteleon,  give  us  reafon  to  hope  that 
we  (hall  foon  fettle  every  thing  with  the 
Court  of  Spain,  in  a  manner  Agreeable  to 
them,  and  not  a  little  advantageous  to  us. 
The  differences  with  France  are,  I  think, 
reduced  to  two  mort  proportions ;  though 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Utrecht  feem  ftill 
to  think  themfelvcs  at  a  great  diftance  from 
each  other ;.  the  Dutch  will  fubmit,  and  the 
Molt  Augult  Emperor  muft  fubmit.  Thus 
are  we  come  very  near  a  conclusion  ;  but  I 
am  not,  however,  fanguine  enough  to  ima- 
gine that  a  peace,  figned  and  ratified,  can  be 
laid  before  the  Parliament  at  the  time  to 
which  the  two  Houies  ftand  now  prorogued. 
I  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  femon  will 
be  deferred  at  leaf!  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  farther. 

Mav  I  alk  when  you  defign  to  return  to 

US  r — Wherever    you  are  you   have    not    a 

more  il  a  kid  obedient,  humble  fervant 

ban,  <&c.  To 
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To  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 
My  dear  Lord, 

Whitehall,  January  3d,  O.S.    17 12. 

I  AM  really  in  iuch  a  fituation  that  it  is 
impofiible  to  be  punctual,  as  I  would  always 
wifh  to  be  in  my  correfpondence  with  your 
Lordftiip;  which,  as  I  know  you  are  not  ig- 
norant of,  fo  I  know  you  are  juft  enough 
to  give  allowances  for  it. 

I  begin  now  by  heartily  congratulating 
your  Lordfhip  on  the  fair  profpecl  which  we 
have  before  us  of  ending  this  tedious,  intri- 
cate, and  fo  much  traverfed  negociation.  I 
judge  as  you  do  of  the  French  impatience, 
and  have  (een  in  my  correfpondence  the 
fame  fymptoms  thereof  which  you  are 
pleafed  to  mention. 

We  are  going  to  diipatch  a  courier  to 
Spain,  in  concert  with  the  Marquis  de  Mon- 
telcon  ;  and  I  hope  all  matters  are  as  good 
as  fettled  with  that  Court,  in  a  manner  ex- 
tremely advantageous  and  honourable  to  the 
Queen.  I  gave  your  Lordfliip  a  character 
of  Mr.  Gilligan,  and  can  afTure  you,  that  he 
has  more  than  anfwered  all  I  faid  of  him. 

Your  Lordfhips  will  draw  your  treaties 
T  3  with 
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with  France  now  into  a  perfect  form,  and 
then  we  may  venture  to  meet  the  Parlia- 
ment, from  whom  T  dare  prophecy  that 
fuch  of  the  allies  as  hang  back  will  receive 
little  encouragement. 

Really,  my  Lord,  the  French  are  imper- 
tinent, in  pretending/ to  impofe  as  conditions, 
what,  if  they  had  offered  with  that  air,  would 
not  have  been  accepted.     The  two  papers 
mentioned  were  fent  by  Mr.  Prior,  and  put 
by  him  into  my  hands,  without  one  word  to 
accompany  them,  from  Monfieur  de  Torcy  ; 
1  forgot  to  give  them  to  you,  which  might 
be  occafloned  by  the  little  weight  which  was 
laid  on  them,  and  I  fent  them  as  loon  as  I 
thought  of  them  :  but  enough  of  a  matter 
which  does    not   defer ve    the  trouble  your  • 
Lordfhip's  good-nature  towards  me  makes 
you  take.     If  the  French  can  get  thefe  ex- 
ceptions out  of  their  cefTion,  it  is  well  for 
them  ;  but,    I   befeech  your    Lordfhips,  let 
not  Monfieur  de  Polignac,  nor  Mefnager,  nor 
any  one  elfe,  prcfume  to  fay  they  were  made 
conditions  of  the  ceffion  of  Tournay,  for  it  is 
falfe,  and  I  will  juftify  it  to  be  fo. 

The  BifhopV*  conduct  is,  I  own  to  your 

*  Of  BriftoJ. 

Lordfhip* 
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Lordfhip,  very  unaccountable  ;  the  papers 
were  fent  as  papers  which  I  omitted  by  mil- 
take  to  give  you,  and  ought  not  to  have 
been  kept  from  you  ;  as  to  his  knowing 
Prior's  plan,  brought  from  France,  I  confcls 
1  am  in  the  dark.  I  know  nothing  brought 
by  Prior  more  than  what  you,  my  Lord,  was 
apprized  of  when  you  was  here  ;  and  if  there 
was  any  thing  farther  brought,  which  I  do 
-not  believe,  I  am  not,  upon  my  honour,  in 
the  fecret.  What  has  palled,  I  agree  with 
you,  fhould  never  be  lpoken  of,  and  I  pro- 
mile  your  Lordfhip  never  to  (peak  of  it;  but 
on  this  occaiion  I  cannot  hclj  hi,  as  a 

friend,  to  take  notice,  that  I  writ  fome  pri- 
vate letters  to  my  Lord  Privy  Seal,  at  times 
when  you  was  abfent  from  Utrecht,  to  which 
he  never  condefcended  to  afford  the  lcaft  an- 
fwer ;  particularly  once  I  acquainted  hirn 
with  fome  informations  which  I  had  of  very 
fcandalous  difcourfes  held  by  Mr.  JefFeries, 
concerning  the  Queen's  meafures ;  and  I 
added,  that  I  had  not  complained  to  her  Ala- 
jefty  of  the  gentleman,  becaufe  I  knew  he 
had  been  recommended  by  his  Lordfhip. 
I  am  not  confeious  that  I  ever  did  any 
thing  to  deferve  his  Lordfhip's  contempt  or 
T  4  neglect, 
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neglect,  and  therefore  am  the  lefs  concerned 
at  either. 

I  understand,  by  your  Lordfhips'  joint- 
letter  of  the  ioth,  the  ftate  of  commerce 
better  than  I  did  before,  and  hope  on  Tues- 
day to  clear  up  the  clouds,  and  enable  your 
Lordihip  to  conclude  :  let  me  defire,  that 
when  you  have  done  fo,  you  will  propofe  to 
have  copies  made,  examined,  and  agreed  to, 
by  the  French  and  your  Lordfhip,  and  thefe 
copies  to  be  fent  to  the  refpective  Courts. 

Be  fo  good  as  to  comfort  Weit.com be. — I 
may  give  you  the  true  reafon,  though  1  dare 
not  give  it  him,  of  his  being  difappointed : 
1  fpoke  formerly  to  the  Queen  for  the  Con- 
fulfhip  of  Bourdeaux  for  him,  and  I  thought, 
indeed,  that  the  Queen  had  promifed  it  to 
him  ;  fince  that,  application  has  been  made, 
underhand,  for  another,  and  has  fucceeded. 
All  I  can  do  at  prefent  is,  to  offer  to  ufe  my 
intereft  to  procure  him  the  Confulmip  of 
Flanders,  the  drunken  beafl  who  has  it  be- 
ing i;o  longer  to  be  endured. 

My  good  Lord,  believe,  &c. 


To 
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To  the  Duke  of  Sbreujbury. 

My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  January  7th,  O.S.  17 12- 

THE  liberty  your  Grace  allowed  me  to 
cake  of  troubling  you  lome  times  with  my 
Jcttcrs,  is  10  much  to  my  advantage,  that 
you  muil  not  be  furprized  it  I  begin  thus 
foon  to  make  ufe  of  it. 

The  Duke  d'Aumont  arrived  here  on 
Friday,  and,  according  to  his  calculation, 
your  Grace  arrived  the  fame  day  at  Paris,  fo 
that  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  Queen's  Mi- 
nifters  having  lent  you  from  Utrecht  an  ac- 
count of  the  preient  ihite  of  things,  your 
Grace  has  by  this  time  brought  the  negoci- 
ation  out  of  the  lab)rinth  into  which  it 
began  to  be  carried. 

The  laft  letters  which  I  have  received 
from  the  Plenipotentiaries  put  the  dilpute 
as  to  commerce  in  a  very  clear  light,  and 
if  my  Lords  had  explained  themfelves  fooner 
in  the  fame  manner,  they  would  have  cicaped 
the  trouble  of  reading,  as  I  mould  have  done 
of  writing,  fome  very  voluminous  difpatches. 

I  wilh  they  may  underftand  rightly  the 
intention  of  the  French,  if  there  is  no  miitake 

between 
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between  them,  that  great  bone  of  contention 
is  very  near  removed.  They  fay  now,  that 
we  are  to  be  allowed  all  the  benefits  of  ami- 
ciffima  gens  in  France,  and  the  French  the 
fame  in  Britain.  That  in  confequence  here- 
of, we  are  to  be  allowed  the  tarif  of  1664; 
not  en  our  bringhiff  the  duties  laid  bv  that 
tarif  on  Britim  goods,  but  on  our  bringing 
the  duties  here  on  French  goods  to  the  fame 
proportions  as  other  nations  pay  here  for 
goods  of  the  fame  forts.  My  Lords  add, 
that  the  work  of  the  Commiflioners  is  to  be 
only  this :  that  whereas  in  the  articles  ex- 
cluded we  demand  fomething  more  than 
what  the  general  title  of  amicijjima  gens  en- 
titles us  to,  thefe  Commiflioners  are  to  fettle 
an  equivalent  for  fo  many  of  fuch  concef- 
fions  as  Fiance  fhall  make. 

Upon  this  foot,  your  Grace  fees,  a  great 
part  of  the  difficulties  apprehended  is  re- 
moved, fince  France  gives  up  the  principle 
which  we  thought  they  adhered  to,  of  oblig- 
ing us  to  make  a  tarif  proportionate  to  that 
of  1664.  I  confefs,  Mr.  Prior's  letters  led 
me  to  think  that  this  difficulty  ftill  fubfifted; 
but  fince  it  is  vanifhed  at  Utrecht,  I  take 
it  for  granted  you  do  not  meet  with  it  at 
1  Paris. 
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Paris.  We  are  pretty  fafe  if  nothing  is  to 
be  referred  to  Commiflioners,  but  what  we 
demand  in  reference  to  the  four  excepted 
fpecies,  or  over  and  above  the  tarif  of  1664; 
and  yet,  I  mould  hope,  that  till  the  laft  theie 
points  need  not  be  ablolutely  yielded,  though 
I  think  the  Queen  would  much  iboner  refer 
them  than  delay  ligning  her  treat)  a  day. 

The  other  principal  article  of  dilpute,  is 
about  North  America.     By  what  Mr.  Prior 
writes,  I  perceive  the  French  are    already 
come  to  that  expedient,  which  I  had  pre- 
pared to  be  offered  if  nothing  elle  would  do, 
and  which  was  not    thought    proper  to  be 
made  an  inftruclion  to  your  Grace.     They 
mud  make  us  eafy  in  agreeing  to  what  you 
have  to  afk;  the  difference  to  them  between 
not  liming  at  all  on  the  coaft  of  Newfound- 
land, and  being  confined  to  filh  in  the  north- 
ern parts  only,  cannot  poffibly  be  very  mo- 
mentous, when   they  have  the  entire  coair. 
of  Cape  Breton  to  themfelves  ;  but  the  dif- 
ference to  us  is  very  efTential,  with  refpeel 
to  popularity  and  opinion,  between  having 
the  ifland  ablolutely  without  any  interfering 
right,   and  having    the    iovereignty    of  the 
whole,   whiltr.  they  remain  entitled  to  put 

part 
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part  of  it  to  the  only  ufe  for  which  it  is  va- 
luable. 

My  Lord  Treafurer  has  been  very  much 
indifpofed,  and  that  indifpolition  has  retarded 
the  departure  of  the  Marquis  de  Monteleon's 
courier,  whofe  difpatches  would,  I  believe, 
wind  vip  our  difputes  with  Spain  ;  we  hope, 
however,  this  week  the  letters  may  be  fent. 

Thus,  my  Lord,  the  Parliament  not  meet- 
ing till  the  end  of  January  or  beginning  of 
February,  the  Queen  will  be  able  to  ipeak 
of  her  own  interefb  as  determined.  That 
thoie  of  her  allies  are  no  farther  fettled,  fhe 
will  attribute  to  the  true  cauies  ;  and  if  the 
Dutch  and  Imperial  politicians  do  once  more 
wait  for  miracles  to  be  wrought  in  their 
favour  by  the  Whigs  in  Parliament,  I  make 
no  doubt  of  their  being  difappointed,  fince 
we  are  folemnly  promifed  that  our  whole 
ftrength  is  to  appear  on  the  iirit  day  of  the 
feflion. 

I  omit  to  take  notice  to  your  Grace  of  any 
other  differences  llill  fubiiiting  between  us 
and  the  French,  becaufe  they  arc  really 
unworthy  of  your  Grace's  attention,  and  be- 
lidca  iu  a  letter  to  Mr.  Prior,  which  anl- 

all 
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all  the  parts  of  two  I  received  from  him, 
I  enter  into  this  detail. 

I  inclofe  to  your  Grace,  the  letter  of  the 
States  to  the  Queen,  and  her  Majefty's  an- 
fwer  ;  by  the  next  courier,  you  (hall  receive 
their  remarks,  and  our  anfwers  to  them :  if 
you  find  any  thing  harm,  your  Grace  mud 
attribute  it  to  the  knowledge  we  have  that 
the  Dutch  change  only  in  appearance,  and 
that  even  thele  fubmiflive  meafures  are 
taken  in  concert  with  our  Whigs  here.  From 
hence  your  Grace  eafily  judges  how  neceflary 
it  is  foon  to  be  at  a  certainty  with  Fiance 
and  Spain.  I  will  add  another  realou  for 
coming  to  an  agreement  of  every  thing  at 
Paris,  and  that  is,  that  I  find  fome  people 
in  Holland  unwilling  to  have  done. 

The  Queen  has  been  out  of  order  with 
the  gout  in  her  arm,  and  a  cold,  but  the 
indifpofition  is  of  no  confequence. 

I  fhall  do  mvfelf  the  honour  to  write  to 
your  Grace  on  Saturday  next,  and  am,  with 
the  trueft  refpeft,  my  Lord, 

Your  Grace's,  &c* 


A  Madame 
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A  Madame  de  Feriole. 

De  Whitehall,  ce  7 me  Janvier,  V.S.  1712. 

EN  verite,  Madame,  vos  lettres  me  rcn- 
dent  confus,  &  au  lieu  de  me  favoir  bon 
gre  des  petits  fervices  que  j'ai  tache  de  ren- 
dre  a  Monficur  l'Abbe  de  Tencin,  je  fuis  au 
defefpoir  de  n'avoir  pu  repondre  d'une  meil- 
lenre  maniere  a  toutes  les  bontes  que  vous 
avez  pour  moi.  Confervez-moi,  s'il  vous 
plait,  une  place  dans  votre  fouvenir,  comp- 
tez  que  par  la  bonte  de  mon  coeur  je  ta- 
cherai  de  fuppleer  aux  defauts  de  mon  efprit, 
&  que  deiefperant  de  reuffir  du  cote  de  la 
tendrefFe,  je  ferai  mes  plus  grands  efforts  pour 
reuflir  du  cote  de  l'eftime.  Je  fuis,  Ma- 
dame, &  je  ferai  toujours,  avec  une  refpect 
infini,  votre,  &c. 


A  Madame  la  Marquife  de  CroiJJy. 

De  Whitehall,  ce  7 me  Janvier,  V.S.  17 12. 

JE  vous  jure,  Madame,  que  je  rougis  de 

hontc,  quand  je  fonge  a  la  peine  que  vous  avez 

prife,  pour  me  faire  avoir  les  deux  plus  jolies 

bagatelles  que  j'ai  jamais  vu.     L'ouvrier  a  eu 

tort, 
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tort,  Madame,  en  ne  pas  comprenant  qu'une 
tabatiere  de  bois  fut  de  mon  gout.  Quand 
1'ir.cerieur  eft  beau,  il  n'y  a  rien  qui  me 
eharme  comme  une  fimplicite  pas  dehors,  & 
je  cormois  bien  de  gens  qui  feroient  infiniment 
meilleure  figure  dans  le  monde  s'ils  refem- 
bloient  un  peu  plus  a  cette  tabatiere. 

Au  refte,  Madame,  il  ne  faut  pas  que  je 
vous  importune  de  toutes  les  facons,  il  eft 
terns  que  je  finifte  ma  lettre  en  vous  fuppleant 
de  croire  que  je  fuis,  avec  tout  le  refpecl  6c 
tout  l'attachement  poflible, 

Madame,  votre,  6cc. 

Je  prends  la  liberte  de  vous  envoyer,  Ma- 
dame, de  l'eau  de  miel,  de  l'eau  de  Barbades, 
&  du  vin  d'Efpagne,  qui  reuffiront,  j'efpere, 
mieux  qu  le  cidre. 


From  Mr.  Pr 
My  Lord, 

January  14th,  17 12-13. 

I  venture  this  letter  by  way  of  Dunkirk, 
to  tell  you  that  his  Grace  of  Shrewsbury 
arrived  here  yefterday,  and  has  had  a  confer- 
ence with  Monfieur  de  Torcy  this  morning  -, 
his   Grace  goes  to    Verfaillts  or  Marli  (for 

which 
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which  of  the  two  is  not  yet  determined)  on 
Monday,  after  which  you  will  hear  from  us» 
in  the  mean  time,  we  daily  expect  to  hear 
from  your  Lordfhip,  in  anfwer  to  the  two 
points  of  Newfoundland  and  commerce, 
which  is  the  occafion  of  troubling  you  with 
this  at  12  at  night,  January  14th,  171 3. 
Your's,  M.  Prior » 


To  Mr.  Prior. 
Dear  Matt, 

Whitehall,  January  7th,  O.S.  17 12. 

THERE  is  a  very  formal  difpatch,  in  an- 
fwer to  every  paragraph  of  your  letters  begun, 
but  bufinefs  intervenes,  and  this  courier  goes 
to-morrow  morning,  fo  that  you  mull,  pour 
le  ccup,  be  fatisfied  with  this  fhort  billet-doux. 
The  fubftance,  however,  of  every  thing  ma- 
terial is  in  my  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Shrews- 
bury.  You  have  before  you  but  two  points 
of  view  of  confequence,  nnifh  them  well,  the 
other  matters  cannot  be  finiihed  ill. 

We  (hall  fend  a  courier  to  Spain,  on  Sa- 
turday, he  pailes  by  Paris,  and  by  him  your 
iinill  have  the  letter  which  I  intended  by  this1 
opportunity  to  have  fent  you.     Adieu. 

2  The 
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The  truffles  were  good ;  I  gave  them  the 
Queen,  (he  liked  them,  wifhed  they  had  been 
marbre  within,  I  give  you  the  hint.  I  en- 
quire of  Sir  T.  Hanmer,  after  your  private 
life.     Again,  Adieu.      I  am  ever  yours. 

May  I  take  leave  to  afTure  my  Lady  Duchefs 
of  my  moft  humble  fervices  ? 


A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
Monsieur, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  7me  Janvier  V.S.   17 12-13. 

IL  ne  faut  pas  que  le  courier  du  Due  d*  Au- 
mont  part  fans  qu'il  vous  porte  de  mes  nou- 
velles.  J'ai  goute  trop  long-tems  de  la  dou- 
ceur de  votre  correfpondance,  pour  pouvoir 
confentir  a  en  etre  prive  ;  &  de  tous  les  avan- 
tages  que  Dieu,  la  nature,  ou  la  fortune,  ont 
donne  a  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Shrewfburv, 
celui  que  je  lui  envie  le  plus  eft  de  fe  trouver 
dans  une  fituation  ou  il  vous  voit  tous  les 
jours,  &c  ou  a  tous  momens  il  peut  jouir  de 
votre  converfation. 

J'efpere,  Monfieur,  que  les  difputes  entre 
Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  feront,  a  l'heure 
qu'il  eft,  finies,  puifqu'il  m'a  paru  par  les  let- 

Vol.IIL  U  tres 
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tres  que  j'ai  re9u  du  lome  d'Utrecht,  qu'on 
commencoit  a  s'approcher  fur  cet  article  du 
traite  de  commerce,  qui  a  ete  le  principal  fujet 
de  leurs  differents,  &  qui  peut-etre  n'a  jamais 
ete  trop  bien  eclairci,  de  part  ni  d'autre. 

II  y  a  de  certaines  chofes  qui  ne  font  de 
confluence  que  parce  qu'on  les  difputes,  la 
difference  entre  les  termes  cedendis  &  refthn- 
endis,  entre  ajfumpjit  &  ufurpavk  ou  arrogavit, 
n'eft  pas  fort  ef fentielle ;  les  efprits  ne  font 
pourtant  un  peu  aigris  dans  la  difpute,  &  il  a 
falu  prendre  quelque  peine  pour  convaincre 
de  certains  gens  que  la  chofe  ne  meritoit  au- 
cune  attention. 

Depuis  que  j'ai  fu  que  le  Due  de  Shrewf- 
bury  a  paffe  la  mer  j'ai  eu  Tefprit  en  repos ; 
finirTez  au  nom  de  Dieu  avec  lui,  &  quand 
vous  aurez  fini,  ecrivez  de  concert  aux  Ple- 
nipotentiaries a  Utrecht.  Je  compte  que  les 
points  que  nous  avons  eu  a  demeler  avec  la 
cour  d'Efpagne  font  termines  par  la  facilite 
que  la  Reine  a  donnee.  Ainfi,  Monfieur,  fa 
Majeftc  pourra  ouvrir  la  feance  du  Parlement, 
en  parlant  de  la  mgociation  avec  la  France  & 
TEfpagne  comme  conclue. 

Je  ne  fais  s'il  n'y  a  quelques-uns  encore 
parmi  les  miniftres  d' Hollands,  qui  fe  flattent 

de 
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de  pouvoir  brouiller  les  affaires,  par  les  in- 
trigues qu'ils  continuent  a  tramer  avec  les 
factieux  des  deux  Chambres.  Je  vous  avouc 
que  je  ne  le  crains  pas,  &  je  fonde  mes  affu- 
rances,  non-feulement  fur  la  fermete  qui  fe 
trouvera  ici,  mais  auffi  fur  la  droiture  &  fur  la 
moderation  qui  fe  rencontrera  de  votre  cote. 
II  eft  terns  de  finir  &  la  negotiation  &  ma 
lettre,  en  vous  affurant  que  je  fuis,  &  que  je 
ferai  toute  ma  vie,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

B. 


To  Lord  Lexington. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  January  7th,  17 12. 

I  have  waited  for  the  opportunity  of  writ- 
ing to  you  which  now  offers,  and  which  I 
embrace  with  pleafure. 

By  the  papers  inclofed.  your  Lordfhip  will 
fee  that  the  Queen  has  gone  the  utmoft 
length  fhe  is  able,  in  her  compliance  with  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  your  Lordfhip  will  pleafe 
to  make  the  Minifters  at  Madrid  fenfible  of 
this,  as  I  think  we  have  made  the  Marquis  de 
Monteleon. 

In  fhort,  my  Lord,  there  is  no  more  time 
U  2  t* 
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to  be  loft,  and  we  muff:  either  agree  on  thefe 
overtures,  or  we  may  be  carried  into  another 
campaign. 

As  the  Spaniards  are  very  uneafy  under  the 
article  of  1 5  per  cent,  fo  it  is  to  be  hoped  they 
vwill  readily  fubmit  to  thofe  terms  which  are 
ftated  as  the  equivalents  for  it,  and  then  our 
eflential  points  are  concluded. 

The  bargain  made  for  fix  French  fhips  to 
trade  to  the  South  Sea,  gets  wind,  and  makes 
the  noife,  and  has  the  effe6t,  which  your 
.Lordmip  may  imagine ;  it  is  of  abfolute  necef- 
iity  to  prevent  the  execution  of  this  contract, 
which  would  have  the  moft  mifchievous  con- 
fequences,  by  reviving  all  thofe  jealoufies  that 
firft  caufed,  and  afterwards  animated  the  war, 
and  that  are  hardly  yet  extinguifhed.  The 
Queen  does  her  part,  and  I  may  fay,  the  court 
of  Spain  will  be  left  without  excufe,  if  they 
periift  in  a  meafure  fo  dangerous,  fo  deftruclive 
of  their  true  interelt,  and  fo  repugnant  to 
their  ancient  maxims.  Once  more,  my  Lord, 
it  is  high  time  to  conclude ;  the  Parliament 
ftands  now  prorogued  to  the  third  of  February, 
O.S.  the  Queen  mull  ipeak  of  her  interefts 
as  determined  with  France  and  Spain;  mould 
the  negociation  afterwards  appear  to  be  flill 

open, 
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open,  nobody  can  anfwer  for  the  confe- 
quence. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  is  dcfirable, 
as  foon  as  Mr.  Gilligan  and  the  corhmimon- 
crs  appointed  to  confer  with  him  have  agreed, 
that  this  agreement  mould  be  drawn  into 
form,  figned  by  your  Lordfhip  arid  a  Spa- 
niih  Minifter,  and  fent  by  the  courier  who 
brings  this  difpatch  immediately  hither.  And 
now,  my  Lord,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  as  your 
humble  fervant,  I  mufl  take  part  in  the  fa- 
tisfaclion  you  will  feel,  and  in  the  honour 
you  will  have,  by  concluding  matters  of  io 
great  importance  to  the  fervice  of  the  Queen, 
and  to  the  lading  advantage  of  our  country. 

I  hope  and  I  perfuadc  myfelf  that  Mr.  Cle- 
mente  *  has  been  of  ufe  to  your  Lordfhip,  in 
which  cafe  I  make  no  doubt  of  your  being 
a  kind  patron  to  him.  The  Marquis  de  Mon- 
teleon  has  promifed  me  to  recommend  him  to 
his  Court,  and  if  the  impremons  which  I  heard 
.were  given  of  him,  fuch  a  recommendation 
will  not  be  unfealbnable. 

The  Dutch,  the  Emperor  himfelf,  and  the 
other  allies,  begin  now  to  treat,  and  will  I  be- 

*  The  reader  will  recolleft  that  Clcmente  was  the  difco- 
verer  of  Count  Gallas's  proceedings 

U  3  lieve, 
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lievc,  conclude  a  peace,   fince  a  war  is  no 
longer  practicable ;  but  I  doubt  their  preten- 
tions are  higher  than  the  conjuncture  which 
their  obflinacy  has  produced,  will  admit  of. 
I  am,  my  Lord,  &c. 


From  Mr.  Prior. 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  January  8th- 19th,  1713. 

IMMEDIATELY  upon  my  Lord  Duke's 
arrival,  I  mowed  his  Grace  the  propofals   I 
had  given  to  this  Court  as  an  overture  for 
our  commerce,    as  likewife  thofe  which   I 
received    from    Moniieur    Defmarais,   upon 
which  I  expect  your  Lordfhip's  obfervatioris 
and   directions;  what  Moniieur   Defmarais 
has  fince  faid  to  me,  and  Moniieur  de  Torcy 
to   his  Grace,   is  juit  an  explanation  of  the 
fame  thing  :  that  the  French  ufe  other  na- 
tions as  they  do  their  own  fubjects;   which, 
on  the  contrary,  they  do  not,  requiring  from 
all   ftrangers   and    aliens,   duties,    &c.  and 
having    laid    higher   duties  than  any  other 
people  in   Europe,  upon  all  nations  what- 
foevcr  j  and  confequently  that  the  French, 
upon  the  foot  of  gens  amici/Jiwa,  could  pro- 

mifc. 
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mile   themfelves    no    other    certitude    than 
that  the  ufage  they  would  receive  from  us, 
ln  relation   to  what   others  receive,  would 
be  tolerable,  but    in   relation   to   what   we 
ihould  receive  from  them,  it  would  be  very 
unequal.     That  they  never  intended  to  give 
the    tarif  of  1664  to    the  Dutch,  without 
lbme    confiderable    exceptions,    particularly 
that    of  cloth   and  ferges  ;    lb  that  if  they 
could  allow  us  the  certain  advantages  of  this 
tarif,  while  they  lie  under  the  uncertainties 
into  which  our  propolal  would  throw  them, 
we   mould  not,    however,   obtain   what  we 
aim   at,   which  they  think  is  to    pour  im- 
mediately into  France  iiich  vait  quantities 
of  cloth  as  would  glut  their  markets  at  pre- 
fent,  and  overftock  them  for  ieveral  years  to 
come.     The    reafon,    fay   they  again,  why 
they  treat  with   the   Dutch   upon  1664,   is, 
that  fince  that  time    the    States    have   not 
augmented  their  imports  upon  French  goods, 
yet  the  courie  of  the  French  commerce,  and 
their  reafons  of   flate,  have   obliged   them, 
as  your  Lordfhip  hears  often  enough  from 
Utrecht,  to  except  to  the  Dutch  lbme  fpe- 
cies  out   of  the  tarif  jult    now   mentioned. 
The  fame  referve  they  h-id  in  the  treaty  of 
U  u  4  commerce 
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commerce  with  Holland,  at  Ryfwick,  ar- 
ticle 12: 

Uon  fera  un  nowveau  tarif  commun,  &fui- 
tva?tt  la  conveyance  reciproque,  dans  le  terns  de 
trot's  mois  ;  &  cependant  le  tarif  de  Van  1667 
fera  execute  par  prGvi/ion  :  &  en  cas  quon  ne, 
convienne  pas  dans  le  dit  terns  du  dit  tarif  nou- 
veau9  le  tarif  de  Van  1664  aura  ^eu  Pour  *'a~ 
*venir. 

Now,  fay  they,  the  Englifh  have  in- 
creafed  their  imports  upon  French  goods 
almofh  every  Parliament  fince  1664  ;  if, 
therefore,  they  fix  that  year  as  the  epoch 
from  whence  their  commerce  (hall  be  dated, 
in  relation  to  that  of  this  kingdom,  there 
mufl  be  a  reciprocity  on  both  fides  as  to  the 
time  :  Monfieur  Defmarais  infifts,  that  even 
then  the  balance  lay  evidently  on  the  Englifh 
fide.  This,  upon  the  whole,  they  propofe 
as  the  bafis  upon  which  our  commerce  may 
reciprocally  reft,  and  to  which  both  nations 
fhould  endeavour  to  bring  it.  That  provi- 
sional articles  may  be  drawn  up  accordingly, 
to  be  inferted  in  a  treaty  of  commerce,  in 
which  all  other  national  points  may  be  ad- 
jufted,  and  a  time  therein  fpecifi'ed,  in  which 
both  nations  fhall  endeavour  to  bring  their 
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acts  of  parliament  and  edicts  to  this  cer- 
tain point. 

The  farm  of  tobacco*,  they  infift,  is  an 
annual  fund,  appropriated  to  the  King's  ufe, 
and  more  certain  as  to  its  produce  than  any- 
other  in  France ;  and  that  our  merchants,  in 
this  cafe,  have  no  other  reafon  to  complain 
than  their  own,  being  both  upon  equal  foot. 

The  matter  of  Confuls  they  will,  I  fee, 
reject ;  none  of  that  kind,  as  they  fay,  be- 
ing allowed  in  this  nation ;  and  they  de- 
firing  to  have  none  with  us,  all  mercantile 
diiputes  being  referable  to  the  Minilters 
which  each  nation  may  respectively  have  in 
the  Court  of  the  other  :  but  this  is  only 
what  I  have  gathered  in  difcourfe  with 
them,  and  mail  reprefent  or  drop  as  you 
pleafe  to  fend  me  her  Majeity's  commands. 

I  fend  your.  Lordfhip,  by  the  Duke  of 
Shrewfbury's  knowledge  and  direction,  the 
inclofed  memoir  -f-,  concerning  Newfound- 
land, 

*  In  France,  the  taxes  and  duties  were  farmed,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  our  poft-horfe  tax. 

f  From  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  January  14  and  17,  in  relation  to 
A  cwfoundland. 

M  That  when  the  French  gave  up  to  the  Queen  the  pro- 
perty of  Newfoundland,  they  (till  reterved  to  themfelves  the 
-Tight  of  fifliing,  as  fpecified  in  the  preliminary. 

"That 
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land,  as  his  Grace  fends  it  to  my  Lord  Dart- 
mouth. 

I  am  ever,  my  Lord,  your  Lordfhip's,  &c. 

M.  Prior. 


*'  That  in  all  which  parted  fince,  they  have  conftantly  re- 
peated and  indited  upon  the  right  thus  referved. 

"  That  they  have  as  conftantly  afferted  their  right  to  Cape 
Breton,    and  have  never  receded  from  it. 

44  That  the  fifhery  of  Cape  Breton  is  infufficienr,  with  re- 
lation to  the  extent  of  that  coaft ;  and  that  it  is  not  of  the 
fame  kind  with  that  which  they  ftill  referved  to  themfelves 
,on  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland. 

"  That  the  Newfoundland  fifhery  is  abfohitely  neceftary 
for  the  fupport  of  the  kingdom  in  general,  and  more  par- 
ticularly for  the  fubfiftance  of  the  maritime  provinces  of  Weft 
Fiance,  where  thoufands  of  families  would  be  reduced  to  beg- 
gary, in  cafe  that  fifhery  be  taken  from  them,  and  will  fuffcr 
very  much  by  the  conceffions  already  made. 

M  That  if,  as  they  take  for  granted,  we  propofe  to  ex* 
tend  and  advance  our  own  fifhery,  we  have  actually  done  it, 
both  as  to  Newfoundland  and  Acauie  (1)  ;  but  if,  on  the 
Other  hand,  we  propofe  utterly  to  deftroy  their  fifhing  trade, 
it  is  what  from  -the  fir,;  they  never  intended  to  fubmit,  and  to 
which  they  never  can  confent. 

"  In  cafe  therefore  it  may  not  be  thought  fit  to  accept  the 
propofition  as  fent  by  Mr.  Prior,  but  that  the  Duke  of 
Shrewfbury  fhall  adhere  to  his  laft  inftruction,  as  it  may  be 
very  reafonably  apprehended  that  thefe  people,  rather  than 
quit  Newfoundland  entirely,  will  ftick  to  the  general  right 
of  fifhing,  referved  to  them  in  the  preliminary  article,  ftill 
afTerting  their  piopeity  to  Cape  Breton,  as  never  given  up  ; 
or  yet  if  they  hold  us  to  the  article,  though  they  give  up  Cape 
Breton,  having  their  eye  ftill  upon  fome  other  place  or  places 
in  the  iflands  of  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  to  fortify,  and 
thereby  facilitate  their  commerce  to  Canada;  in  either  of 
thefe  cafes,  and  upon  the  whole,  that  has  been  written  upon 
this  fubjeci,  her  Majefty's  final  orders  for  the  determining 
this  article,  are  dtfired." 

(i)  Nova  Scotia. 


Mat: 
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Matt  to  Henry. 

Paris,  January  I2th-2  3rd,   17 13. 

I  HAVE   heard  no  more  from  the  Con- 
grefs  at  Utrecht,  than  if  it  were  the  coun- 
cil   cf   Jerufalem ;    what    laft   I   had  from 
thence,  I   faithfully  transferee!  to  you,   ex- 
pecting your  orders  thereupon  ;  if  you  agree 
with  the  propofal  of  Newfoundland,  which 
is  the  fame  you  and  I  (N.B.   this  is  Matt 
and  Harry)  laid  down  ;  and  if  wfc  can  take 
1664  for  our  plan,  in   order  to   reduce  the 
traffic  to  that  asra,  the  peace  is  made  :  other- 
wife,  I  fee   no  more  ;    not  but   that   I   am 
ready  to  fwim  as  long  as  you  pleafe  in  alto 
mari  or  fuper  ahum  mare,  for  that   you  re- 
member was  a  point  of  grammar  long   dif- 
cufTed  ;  as  are  fome  other  points,  arrogavit, 
or  ajhmpfit,  &c. — Par  Ions  d'autres  chofes. 

I  cannot  thank  vou  enough  for  the  great 
confidence  and  prevention  in  which  I  find 
the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  in  regard  to  me, 
and  my  endeavours  to  ferve  him,  which  I 
know  is  owing  to  your  good  offices;  pray 
go  on  with  this  piece  of  friendship  to  me, 
in  teftifying  to  his  Grace,  as  you  may  think 
fit,  how  ieniible  1  am  of  every  particular 
rnark  and  inftance  of  his  goodnefs  :  and  pray 

be 
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be  allured  that  I  (hall  behave  myfelf  to  him, 
as  becomes  the  man  whom  you  have  re-!- 
commended  as  your  friend. 

I  have  made  your  compliments  to  my 
Lady  Duchefs,  and  thank  you  for  the  hint 
as  to  the  marbre  in  truffles.  Non  funt  con- 
temnenda  guaji  parvajine  quibus  magna  conjlare 
non  pojfunt. 

Monfieur  de  Torcy  is  very  kind  to  poor 
Calandrine,  and  fo  I  think  will  Defmarais 
be.     A.dieu  -3  your's  ever, 

M.  Prior. 


From  Mr.  Prior , 
My  Lord? 

Paris,  January  I2th-23rd,  1712 
I  TAKE  this  opportunity  of  acknow- 
ledging the  favour  of  your  Lordfhip's  of  the 
7th,  O.S.  which  I  received  this  morning  \ 
I  hope  the  difpatch  in  form  which  you  pro- 
mile  me,  will  fet  us  right  in  our  two  great 
points,  of  Newfoundland  and  commerce  \ 
to  the  firft,  what  the  Duke  of  Shrewf- 
jxiry  and  myfelf  have  writ  the  Sth-ioth,  will 
fhow  your  Lordihip  the  lentiment  and  con- 
cern of  }  our  friend  Torcy  on  that  head  ;  and 
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as  to  the  fecond,  I  mould  be  very  glad  if 
the  amicijfima  gens  be  fo  far  fettled  at 
Utrecht,  as  your  Lordfhip  feems  to  infer ;  I 
have  not  heard  from  thence,  otherwife  than 
via  WhitehaUica  ;  and  what  I  have  already 
writ  to  your  Lordfhip  on  that  fubje£t,  (hows, 
that  the  Minifters  here  tend  to  another  prin- 
ciple, viz.  a  reciprocal  regard  to  the  year  and 
tarif  of  1664.  I  believe  the  orders  upon 
thcle  two  heads  are  already  difpatched,  and 
what  1  now  write,  is  to  delire  your  inftant 
orders,  and  to  allure  you  of  my  being,  with 
great  rcafon  and  itrong  inclination,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordihip'*,  &c. 

M.  Prior. 


To  Mr.  Prior. 
Dear  Matt, 

Whitehall,  January  19th,  17 12-13. 

THE  long  epiiUe  *    which   comes  with 

this,  was  writ  in  anfwer  to  part  of  your  dif- 

patchcs,  and  mould  have  gone  at  Jeafr.  ten 

days  ago  to  you  ;  I  doubt  a  great  deal  of  it 

*  This  is  printed  in  Lord  Hardwicke's  Collection  of  State 
Papers,  vol.  ii.  p.  504.  It  is  omitted  in  the  Copies  ot  Letters 
by  Mr.  Hare ;  probably,  becaufe  the  Queen  had  altered  her 
intentions,  and  this  lttier  was  not  adted  upon :  the  Editor  has 
therefore  omitted  it  here. 

is 
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is  not  to  the  purpofe,  efpecially  (ince  the 
Queen's  ultimate  refolution,  and  the  laft  ex- 
pedient (he  can  propofe.  comes  by  this  cou- 
rier to  my  Lord  Duke  ;  however,  it  is  writ, 
and  had  as  good  be  burnt  by  you  as  by  me. 

We  cannot  perfuade  ourfelves  here,  that 
the  French  act  either  fairly  or  wifely  *  ; 
they  feem  to  prefs  us  to  conclude,  that  they 
may  have  others  at  their  mercy,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  they  chicane  with  us  concerning 
the  moll:  elTential  article  of  all  our  treaty, 
and  endeavour  to  elude  an  agreement  made, 
repeated,  confirmed. 

We  do  not  deiire  to  be  treated  as  ami- 
ajjima  gens,  nor  to  have  the  advantages  of 
the  tarif  of  1 664,  until  we  have  taken  off 
prohibitions  and  duties  to  fuch  a  degree,  as 
to  put  their  merchants  here  on  as  good  a  foot 
as  thofe  of  other  nations  -j- ;  but  can  they, 
in  the  name  of  God,  believe  us  weak  enough 
to  imagine  that  we  (hall  ever  obtain    this 


lo' 


*  The  faft  appears  to  have  been,  that  the  French  Minifter 
kept  off,  upon  a  l'uppohtion  that  the  Britifli  Cabinet  dared  not 
meet  the  Parliament  until  the  peace  vvas  concluded,  or  at  lcaft, 
nniil  the  intereit  of  Great  Britain  had  been  definitively  ascer- 
tained. 

-j  Lord  Eiardwicke  obfervet,  that  this  was  thetlaufc  in  the 
CothmerciaJ  Treaty  which  occasioned  it!  n  i  ction  in  Parlia* 
riKni,  the  great  body  of  Merchants  being  againft  it. 

tarif, 
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tarif,  if  we  confent  to  defer  our  claim  to  it 
until  their  Commiflioners  and  ours  mall 
have  agreed  upon  a  proportionable  book  of 
rates  for  Britain  ?  Indeed,  the  fallacy  is  too 
grofs  ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  would  fooner 
advife  the  Queen  to  give  her  juft  pretentions 
up  on  this  head,  than  to  fuffcr  herfelf  to  be 
cozened  out  of  them. 

I  mutt  tell  you,  that,  fome  how  or  other, 
a  little  air  is  gone  abroad  of  this  difpute,  not 
enough  to  make  the  public  matters  of  the 
particulars,  but  enough  to  give  hopes  to  the 
Whigs,  who  begin  to  fay,  that  they  know 
France  refufes  already  to  keep  touch  with 
the  Queen. 

But  there  is  another  fubjecr.  on  which  they 
triumph  more  ;  their  letters  from  Holland  in- 
form them,  that  the  French  Minifters  declare 
againft  thofe  propofals  relating  to  the  Eleclor 
of  Bavaria,  which  my  Lord  Strafford  opened 
as  overtures,  likely  to  be  made  by  France, 
and  approved  by  the  Queen.  Should  this  be 
the  cafe,  and  fbme  papers  put  into  my  hands 
by  the  Duke  d'Aumont,  make  me  fufped: 
it  will  be  fo,  the  French  will  indeed  em- 
barrafs  us,  but  they  will  fpoil  their  own  game 
too, 

I  have, 
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I  have  exhaufted  all  my  flock  of  argument 
in  the  long  letter  which  by  the  Queen's  order 
I  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury ;  to  you  I 
can  only  add,  that  we  ftand  indeed  on  the 
brink  of  a  precipice,  but  the  French  ftand 
there  too.  Pray  tell  Monfieur  de  Torcy 
from  me,  that  he  may  get  Robin  and  Harry* 
hanged,  but  affairs  will  foon  run  backward 
into  fo  much  confufion,  that  he  will  wifh 
us  alive  again  ;  to  fpeak  ferioufly,  unlefs  the 
Queen  can  talk  of  her  interefr.  as  determined 
with  France,  and  unlefs  your  Court  will  keep 
our  allies  in  the  wrong,  as  they  are  fuffici- 
ently  at  this  time,  I  forefee  inextricable  diffi- 
culties. 

My  fcheme  is  this :  let  France  fatisfy  the 
Queen,  and  let  the  Queen  immediately  de- 
clare, both  to  her  Parliament  and  in  the  Con- 
grefs,  that  fhe  is  ready  to  fign ;  at  the  fame 
time,  let  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  lhow  a 
difpolition  to  conclude  with  all  the  allies,  offer 
to  the  Dutch  which  they  have  already  of- 
fered, referring  the  four  fpecies  to  commiffa- 
ries ;  offer  to  Pruffia,  and  the  other  German 
Princes,  whofe  interefls  admit  of  little  dif- 
pute,  complete  fatisfa&ion ;    yield  to   Savoy 

I  >vfoi<l  and  Uolingbrokc. 

±  the 
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the  fmall  contefted  article,  which  they  mull 
confefs  is  neceffary,  to  give  him  the  fareti 
reelle  fo  frequently  promiied  ;  confent  to  our 
proportion  in  behalf  of  Portugal ;  content 
themfelves  for  Bavaria,  which  what  my  Lord 
Strafford  opened,  and  even  offer  to  treat  with 
the  Emperor,  if  expedients  may  be  found  to 
foften  him  on  this  and  other  heads. 

If  fuch  overtures  as  thefe  were  not  inftantly 
accepted,  our  feparate  peace  would,  fitting  the 
Parliament,  be  addreffed  for,  made,  approved, 
and  the  caufe  of  France  for  once  become  po- 
pular in  Britain. 

If  they  were  accepted,  let  Monfieur  de 
Torcy  fit  down,  and  confider  what  a  bargain 
would  be  made  for  France  ;  let  him  remem- 
ber his  journey  to  the  Hague,  and  compare 
tha  plans  of  i  709  *  and  17 1 2.  You  imagine 
we  are,  and  (hall  be,  in  pain,  till  we  receive 
your  anfwers  to  thefe  letters ;  mould  you  fail 
bur  expectations,  we  mull  begin  to  act  a  new 
part. 

Monfieur  de  Torcy  has  a  confidence  in  you, 
make  ufe  of  it  once  for  all  upon  this  occafion, 
and  convince  him  thoroughly  that  we  mud 
give  a  different  turn  to  our  Parliament,  and 

*  The  preliminaries  fabricated  by  the  Penfionary  Heinfma. 

Vol.  III.  X  our 
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oar  people,   according  to  their  refolution  at 
this  crifis. 

Adieu ;  whether  I  have  writ  fenfe  or  not, 
you  will  know,  I  am  fure  I  do  not;  the  in- 
ceilant  labour  of  four  or  five  days,  at  com- 
mittees, at  conferences,  in  dictating,  in  writ- 
ing, has  almoft  crazed,  your  faithful  friend, 

BOLINGBROKE. 

P.S.  I  think  we  have  fet  things  on  a  good 
foot  with  the  Marquis  de  Monteleon,  and  am 
hopefurthat  we  {hall  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
iign,  at  the  return  of  the  courier  now  dif- 
patched. 


To  the  Duke  of  Shrewjbury* 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  January  19th,  17 12-13. 
UPON  a  full  and  mature  consideration  of 
tiie  letiers  which  we  have  received  from  my 
Lords  the  Plenipotentiaries,  as  well  as  thofe 
which  are  come  to  my  Lord  Dartmouth's 
h:inds  from  your  Grace,  and  to  mine  from 
Mr.  Prior,  her  Majefty  has  refolved  to  take 
the  negociation,  if  poflible,  out  of  that  circle 
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m  which  it  feems  to  have  travelled  round  for 
fome  time,  to  no  other  purpofe  than  to  per- 
plex the  caufe,  to  four  the  minds  of  both 
fides,  and  to  lavifh  away  time,  which  ought, 
in  our  circumftances,  to  be  hufbanded  with 
the  utmoft.  frugality. 

The  matters  in  difpute  having  been  chiefly 
treated  at  Utrecht,  and  thefe  tranfactions  hav- 
ing by  confequence  gone  through  my  hands,  it 
fell  likewife  to  my  mare,  to  communicate  up- 
on this  occafion  the  Queen's  fenfe,  and  her 
ultimate  refolution,  to  your  Grace. 

Her  Majefty,  my  Lord,  obferves,  that 
there  remain  but  two  points  of  any  moment 
relating  to  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  undetermined  ;  one  in  the  treaty  of 
commerce,  and  the  other  in  the  treaty  of 
peace  ;  and  by  what  I  am  directed  to  fay,  your 
Grace  will  perceive,  that  the  French,  by  ac- 
cepting the  overtures  made  to  them. upon  the 
firft,  may  conclude  both  at  the  fame  time. 

In  the  articles  figned  by  Monfieur  de 
Torcy,  in  June  laft,  which  were,  I  believe, 
delivered  to  your  Grace,  and  a  copy  whereof, 
for  greater  certainty,  I  here  indole,  it  is  ex- 
prefsly  agreed,  that  Great  Britain  and  France 
ihall  grant  to  the  fubjecls  of  each  crown  re- 
X  2  ciprocally 
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ciprocally  the  fame  privileges  and  advantages 
with  which  they  (hall  favour  any  foreign 
nation  whatfoever;  upon  this  foundation  is 
the  eighth  article  in  the  treaty  of  commerce 
drawn  -,  and  here  the  French  have  a  fecond 
time  eftablifhed  this  principle,  in  the  mod 
comprehenfive  and  pofitive  terms ;  we  are 
reciprocally  to  enjoy  the  fame  privileges, 
liberties,  and  immunities,  quibus  amicijjima 
quavis  gens  utitur,  fruitur,  gaudctque,  aut  in 
pojierum  utifrui  aut  gaudere r  pojjit ;  this  prin- 
ciple is  again  confirmed,  by  a  provifional 
claufe,  even  in  the  ninth  article  itfelf ;  but 
then  this  article  fh'pulates  at  the  fame  time, 
in  the  beginning,  that  commifiioners  £hall 
meet,  quorum  opera  commerciorum  hac  in  parte 
impedimentis  tollendis  £?  vectiga/ibus  compo- 
?iendis  media  cequa  &  utrinque " utilia  inveni- 
antur  &  Jiabiliantur,  and  declares  in  the  end, 
that  it  has  been  likewife  thought  fit  to  leave 
to  the  commirlioners  alia  qucedam  longiorh  , 
indaginis  momenta  difcutiendax  to  this  purpofe 
ut  utriufque  partis  rationibus  &  commodis  de 
iijdem  quantocius  conveniri  queat. 

The  tenth  article  gives  to  her  Majeity's 
lubjects  the  advantages  of  the  tarif  of  1664, 
which  having  been   promifed  to  the  Dutch, 

was 
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was,  indeed,  already  virtually  granted  to  them 
by  the  eighth  article,  but  there  is  an  excep- 
tion of  fuch  merchandife  as  it  has  been 
thought  fit  to  refer  the  difcufiion  of  to  the 
commimoners  appointed  in  the  foregoing 
article. 

Thefe  ftipulations,  the  courfe  of  which  I 
have  abftracted,  and  your  Grace  will  more 
at  large  confider  in  the  treaty  itfelf,  have 
all  along  appeared  to  her  Majefty  ambiguous, 
and  contrived,  indirectly,  to  deprive  her  fub- 
jects  of  that  which,  having  been  folemnly 
promifed,  could  not  be  directly  refufed ;  they 
have  therefore  never  been  approved  by  her ; 
and  the  event  has  abundantly  mown  the 
Queen's  fufpicion  to  be  juft,  and  her  cau- 
tion reafonable  ;  the  Ministers  of  France  I 
jng  now  driven  from  that  artifice,  under  the 
cover  of  which   they  hoped  to  conceal  their 

1  meaning,  do  actually  go  back  from  what 
the  King  promifed  the  Queen,  and  in  terms 
refufe  to  fland  to  the  principle  of  treating, 
and  beiug  treated,  ut  amicijjima  gens. 

We  are  not,  it  feems,  to  have  the  tarif  of 

1664,  and  to  be  treated  in  France  as  well  as 

the  Dutch,  when   we  treat  the  French,   in 

Great  Britain,  as  well  as  we  treat  any  other 

X  3  nation ; 
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nation ;  but  we  are  to  have  this  tarif  in  France, 
when  we  can  frame  another  in  Great  Britain 
exactly  proportioned  to  it,  for  fo  Monfieur  de 
Torcy  explains  himfelf,  in  the  paper  which 
he  gave  Mr.  Prior,  upon  the  feventh  of  this 
month,  N.S. 

My  Lord,  the  Queen  looks  on  this  pro- 
ceeding to  be  a  direct  violation  of  faith  ;  and  I 
believe  when  your  Grace  fpeaks  again  to  the 
Minifters,  you  will  not  think  fit  to  give  it  a 
much  fofter  term  :  they  mould  be  made  to 
underftand,  that  they  are  removing  a  corner- 
flone,  which  was  laid  early  in  the  foundation 
of  a  building  brought  almoft  to  .perfection, 
and  the  fall  whereof  muft  prove  of  at  leait  as 
fatal  confequences  to  them  as  to  us. 

The  arguments  made  ufe  of  by  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen, as  I  find  them  in  Mr.  Prior's  letters, 
are,  in  good  meafure,  anfwered  by  the  papers 
which  your  Grace  carried  over  ;  but  I  confefs 
1  was  ftrangely  furpriftd,  when  I  faw  the 
precedent  of  the  Ryfwick  treaty  quoted;  the 
behaviour  of  the  French  upon  that  occaiion 
has  given  us  warning;  it  is  from  thence  we 
have  learned  that  whatever  is  referred  is  given 
up;  and  they  mufr.  have  a  mean  opinion  of 
thofe  whom  they  would  perfuade  to  purfue, 

in 
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In  order  to  get  the  tarif  of  1664,  the  method 
by  which  the  Dutch  at  that  time  loft  it. 

But  were  their  arguments  never  lb  cogent, 
they  are  now  no  longer  in  feafon  ;  had  Mon- 
iieur  Defmaretz  formerly  urged,  that  treating 
the  fubjects  of  France  in  Great  Britain  as 
well  as  the  fubjects  of  any  other  nation,  was 
no  equivalent  for  giving  to  the  fubjects  of 
Great  Britain  in  France  the  tarif  of  1664, 
-the  debate  had  been  proper  ;  it  is  not  the  fame 
now;  they  have  confented  to  the  principle  of 
amicijjima  gens,  they  have  promifed  the  tarif 
above-mentioned  to  the  Dutch,  they  muft 
by  confequence  break  their  words,  or  give  it 
to  the  Queen,  and  all  their  refinements  upon 
,  trade  come  now  too  late. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  fingle  queftion 
is  this:  whether  we  fliall  enjoy  the  tarif  of 
1664  within  a  reafonable  time  after  we  take 
off  our  prohibitions,  and  reduce  the  duties 
on  French  goods  to  a  proper  proportion  with 
thofe  of  the  fame  forts  imported  from  other 
countries  ;  and  whether  we  (hall  be  denied  the 
benefit  of  the  faid  tarif,  until  a  number  of 
French  commimoners  are  fatisfied  that  our 
book  of  rates  is  made  proportionable  to  theirs  ? 

Your  Grace,  will   fee,  by   a  letter  of  my 
X  4  Lords 
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Lords  the  Plenipotentiaries,  of  the  tenth  of 
this  month,  N.S.  an  extract  whereof  goes 
herewith  inclofed,  that  the  French  Minifters 
at  Utrecht,  do  now  explain  themfelves  more 
agreably  to  their  engagements  than  thofe  at 
Paris ;  they  allow  and  expect  the  rule  of  ami- 
cijjima  gens ;  they  allow  us  immediately  the 
tarif  of  1664,  in  all  points  except  the  four 
fpecies,  and  if  the  Dutch  obtain  any  alter- 
ation in  refpect  to  thefe,  we  are  to  participate 
thereof  j  they  are  contented  to  wait  till  our 
duties  on  their  commodities  can  be  reduced 
to  the  proportion  paid  on  the  like  goods 
brought  into  Britain  by  other  nations  :  all 
they  defire  to  have  referred  to  commiiTioners, 
is  the  confideration  of  our  demands  about  the 
four  fpecies,  and  about  other  points,  not  in- 
cluded in  the  general  principle  of  amicijjima 
gens. 

Now,  my  Lord,  though  the  flipulations 
which  ftand  in  the  treaty  of  commerce,  as 
above  recited,  do  not  feem  to  her  Majefty 
clearly  to  fpeak  this  language,  nor  to  exprefs 
what  thefe  Gentlemen  fay  they  intend,  yet 
it  is  no  hard  matter  to  take  off  all  ambiguity ; 
and  upon  this  very  foot,  and  upon  no  other, 
the  Queen  will  agree  with  France. 

I  am 
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I  am  therefore  commanded  to  acquaint  your 
Qrace,  that  having  fully  opened  to  the  French 
Miniflers,  her  Majefty's  i'enfc  of  the   King's 
engagements  to  her  upon  this   heacj,  and  of 
the  prefent  ftate  of  this  difpute,  you  are  to 
propofe  to  them  to  finite  out  of  the  projedr. 
qf  the  treaty  of  commerce  the  ninth  and  tenth 
articles,  and  jnftead  thereof  to  infert  one  to 
the  effect  of  that  which  IJiave  drawn,  and 
which  comes  here    inclofecl  ;  by   this  article 
they  are  made  to  give  nothing  but  what  we 
affirm,  and  fure  no  man  living  can  deny,  they 
have  already  folemnly  yielded  ;  a  commiffion 
will   be    eftablifhc  d    to    adjuft    thofe    points 
which    may    remain    undetermined    at    the 
conclufion  of  the  treaty,  and  an  opportunity 
will  be  created  of  fettling  in  time  a  fyilem 
of  commerce,  ftill  more  reafonable  than  that 
which  will  be  in  force  at  firft. 

If  the  French  cloie  with  this  overture, 
her  Majefty  is  willing  to  accept  of  the  lafc 
expedient  propofed  by  Monlieur  de  Torcy, 
for  adjufting  our  differences  about  North 
America,  and  to  content  that  the  King  in 
the  ceffion  of  Newfoundland,  do  reierve  to 
his  fubjects,  a  right  of  flihing  and  drying  on 
the  coaft  of  that  ifland,  from  Point  Riche, 

north 
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north  about,  to  Cape  Bonavifta.  But  if 
your  Grace  cannot  prevail  upon  them  to 
agree  with  you  in  the  article  of  commerce, 
you  are  to  declare  to  them,  that  neither  will 
the  Queen  agree  with  them  in  their  propor- 
tion concerning  Newfoundland. 

It  is,  my  Lord,  of  abfolute  necefTity,  that 
a  moment  of  time  be  not  loft  on  the  part  of 
France  in  coming  to  a  refolution,  fince  your 
Grace  may  depend  upon  it,  that  our  Par- 
liament muft  fit  on  the  third  of  February 
next,  and  her  Majefty  will  be  then  obliged 
to  communicate  the  pre  fen  t  ftate  of  the  ne- 
gociation  to  both  Houfes.     Your  Grace  will 
exprefs  to  Monneur  de  Torcy,  much  better 
than  I  am  able  to  do  to  you,  how  imoothly 
every  thing  would  glide  along,  if  the  Queen 
was  able  to  {peak  of  her   own  interefts  as 
abfolutely  determined  with  France  ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,   what  traverfes  we  lhall  be 
expofed  to,  and  what  confufion  may  arife,  if 
our  negociation  appears  to  be  fth1!  open,  and 
if  the   fecret  comes   to   be   divulged,    that 
France  refufes   to  make  good  in  the  treaty 
the   full   efFecl:   of  former   promifes   to  the 
Queen. 

Having  now  finifhed  all  which  I   had  in 

com- 
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command  to  fay  to  your  Grace,  concern- 
ing her  Majefty's  particular  interests,  I  am 
to  fpeak  to  you  upon  the  general  plan  of 
peace,  and  to  inform  your  Grace,  that  you 
may  inform   the  miniirers  of  I  ,  what 

the  meafure  of  her  Majefty's  conduct  will 
be,  and  what  they  may  expect  from  her. 

You  know,  my  Lord,  very  well,  that  the 
rule  which  the  Queen  long  ago  laid  down, 
s  not  to  delay  her  peace,  after  the  un- 
generous and  ungrateful  treatment  which  (he 
had  met  with  from  her  aliies,  if  they  per- 
filled  in  rehiring  to  treat ;  but  the  French 
were  at  the  fame  time  told,  that  if  the  con- 
federates mould  fubmit,  and  (how  a  readi- 
nefs  to  proceed  in  the  negociation  of  peace, 
her  Majefty  would  then  be  obliged  in  juftice 
to  keep  meafures  with  them.  In  mort,  that 
her  conduct  mull  be  regulated  to  a  £reat  de- 
gree  upon  theirs. 

This  resolution,  which  the  Queen  con- 
tinues to  think  agreeable  to  her  honour  and 
her  interefr,  is  ftill  in  force,  and  muft  there- 
fore be  applied  to  the  prcfent  cafe. 

Her  Majefty  inclines  the  rather  to  have 
the  French  Minifters  reminded  of  this,  be- 
caufe  they  feem,  notwithstanding  the  con- 
currence 
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currence  of  the  Dutch,  and,  I  may  add,  of 
the  Emperor  too,  and  although  the  allies  are 
grown  more  reafonable  in  their  demands, 
ftill  to  defire  that  the  Queen  mould  preci- 
pitate the  conclufion  of  her  peace,  and  leave 
the  whole  confederacy  at  their  mercy.  But, 
however  the  defigns  and  meafures  of  the 
French  Court  may  vary,  and  their  Miniflers 
be  elated  with  a  little  turn  of  fortune,  the 
Queen  goes  fteadily  on,  and  fpeaks  the  fame 
language  to  them  now  as  fhe  did  in  Auguft.. 
Your  Grace  will  therefore  let  the  King 
know,  that  when  the  mutual  interefls  of 
England  and  France  are  fettled,  as  they  will 
be  if  the  propofitions  contained  in  the  nrfr, 
part  of  this  letter  are  accepted,  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries of  Great  Britain  mall  publicly  de- 
clare in  the  Congreis,  that  they  are  ready  to 
fign  with  France,  and  mail  therefore  call 
upon  the  allies  to  quicken  their  negociation, 
and  conclude  without  lofs  of  time ;  that,  in 
order  to  render  this  peace  general,  and  to 
finilh  the  treaty  with  the  fame  candour  and 
generous  defire  of  reftoring  the  peace  of  Eu- 
rope with  which  it  was  begun,  her  Majefty 
cxpecls  that  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  France 
mould,  at  the  fame  time,  inflead  of  avoiding 

to 
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to  confer  with  the  Minifters  of  the  confe- 
derate powers,  mow  a  readinefs  to  treat 
with  all  of  them  ;  and,  laying  aiide  the  fpirit 
of  negociation,  as  foon  poffible,  to  clofe  their 
great  work.  And,  upon  reviewing  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  the  differences  between  France 
and  the  fcveral  allies,  the  Queen  does  not 
fee  that  the  general  peace  can  be  long  de- 
ferred, if  all  parties  meet  with  a  good  dif- 
pofition  to  bring  it  about.  If  the  confede- 
rates mould  either  feek  unneceifary  delays, 
or  make  unreafonable  demands,  which,  in 
the  prefent  circumitances  of  their  affairs,  it 
is  not  very  probable  they  will,  her  Majefty, 
who  has  induced  them  to  treat,  will,  by  the 
fame  meafures,  engage  them  to  conclude  ; 
at  leaft,  (he  will  think  herfelf  juftiiied,  after 
thefe  repeated  warnings,  and  this  unex- 
ampled patience,  to  fign  without  them  in 
this  cafe,  as  me  would  have  done  had  they 
ftill  continued  directly  to  refufe  to  treat  at 
all.  Your  Grace  will  pleafe  to  add,  that,  to 
make  thefe  meafures  effectual,  nothing  will 
be  wanting  but  that  the  Minifters  of  France 
be  inftrudfced  to  treat  in  the  fame  fpirit ;  not 
to  try  the  common  expedients  of  negocia- 
tion, but   to  go  at  once   all  thofe  lengths 

which 
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which  the  defire  of  peace  may  render  eli- 
gible. 

I  have  the  honour  to    tranfmit  to  your 
Grace,  inclofed,  copies  of  papers  which  I  re- 
ceived   from    the    Plenipotentiaries    of    the 
Duke  of  Savoy  and  which  contain  a  propo- 
rtion that  may,   in  all    probability,  at   laft 
put  an  end  to  the  difpute  between  the  Mini- 
iters  of  France  and  thole  of  his  Royal  High* 
nefs.  Her  Majefly  thinks  thofe  fmall  and  in- 
conliderable   diirri£ts  of  country  which  this 
Prince  demands,  in  order  to  make  Exilles, 
Feneltrelles,  and  the  Valley  of  Pragelas,  of 
any  ule  to  him,  abfolutely  neceflary ;  and  the 
French   Minifters    themfelvcs   have   indeed 
acquiefced  that  the  necellity  is  real,  and  not 
afFecled,    when    they    offered    to    agree  at 
Utrecht,  as  an  expedient  for  accommodat- 
ing this  difpute,  that  France  mould  engage 
not  to  canton   troops    at  any  time  in    the 
villages  on  the  Italian  fide   of  the   Mount 
Genevrc. 

Thus,  your  Grace  fees,  the  king  of  France 

cannot  make  good  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  that 

furete  reelle  which  he  promifed  to  all  the  al  - 

lies,  unlefs  he  yield  to  this  demand,  which  he 

therefore  ought  to  do,  without  any  equivalent, 

i  and 
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and  therefore  the  ufing  or  not  ufing  of  that 
which  I  now  communicated  to  you,  is  entirely 
fubmitted  to  your  own  prudence. 

In  the  papers  given  in  by  the  Duke  d'Au- 
mont,  your  Grace  will  find  a  very  extraor- 
dinary turn  given  to  the  article  relating  to 
the  Elector  of  Bavaria;  as  if  the  Queen  had 
accepted,  as  a  condition  of  the  ceftion  of 
Tournay,  the  extravagant  demands  which 
this  Prince  makes ;  nay,  as  if  her  Majeftv  had 
piomifed  the  King  to  procure  the  effect  of 
them.  How  far  the  Queen  went  in  this  mat- 
ter, your  Grace  is  fully  apprifed.  She  was 
willing,  in  confideration  of  the  King,  as  well 
as  in  regard  to  the  unhappy  circumftances  of 
this  Prince,  to  contribute  to  make  the  befl 
bargain  in  the  treaty  of  peace  for  him,  which 
his  and  our  circumftances  would  admit :  and, 
therefore  directed  the  Eari  of  Strafford  to 
make  an  overture  in  the  name  of  France, 
which  was  the  utmoft  me  expected  to  ob- 
tain, and  which  has  already  let  all  the  Princes  - 
of  the  empire  in  arms  ;  the  Queen  can  do  no 
more,  and  if  the  Elector  is  not  fatisfied  to  be 
treated  for  upon  this  foot,  the  Queen  will  in- 
tereft  herfelf  no  farther  in  his  affairs,  and  he 
may  very  probably  by   thofe  means  fail  of 

Sar- 
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Sardinia,  and  continue  an  exile  both  from  hik 
German  Provinces,  and  the  Electoral  College. 

Your  Grace  will  pleafe  to  explain  the 
Queen's  fentiments  very  ftrongly,  and  (how 
the  Minifters  that  inftead  of  grafping  at  any 
more  for  this  Prince,  the  wifefl  meafure  that 
can  be  taken  for  his  intereft,  is  to  think  of 
means  to  bring  the  powers  concerned  into 
the  fchem'e  already  propofed  for  him,  or  into 
equivalents  for  the  fame* 

Her  Majefty  obferves,  no  difpute  remain- 
ing with  France,  about  the  intereft  of  the 
States-General,  unlefs  it  be  as  to  the  four 
fpecies,  it  were  to  be  wifhed  that  matter 
might  be  compounded  ;  at  worft,  if  that  can- 
not be  obtained,  the  Queen  being  willing  to 
refer  the  confideration  of  them,  as  far  as  her 
intereft  therein  is  concerned,  to  commifTioii- 
ers,  the  Dutch  can  never  refufe  to  do  the 
fame. 

Monfieur  Bruchiarde*  was  this  day  at  a 
conference,  which  he  had  defired,  with  the 
Lords  at  the  Cockpit,  and  the  fubftance  of 
what  he  opened  is,  that  the  King  his  mailer 
refigns  himielf  and  hid  interefts  entirely  to  the 
Queen ;  that  he  only  defires  his  terms  may 

*  The  Portugal  Minifies 

*  be 
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be  adjufted  by  her,  and  not  left  to  the  treaty 
at  Utrecht ;  that  he  will  fign  his  peace  when- 
ever fhe  thinks  proper  to  fign  her's ;  that  he 
knows  her  Majefty  cannot,  in  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances  of  affairs,  get  all  that  fhe  would  for 
him  ;  that  he  will  be  fatisfied  with  whatever 
fhe  can  obtain  ;  that  he  hopes  to  have  ibme 
harrier,  or,  if  not,  a  guaranty  which  fhall  be 
an  equivalent  fecurity.  lie  touched  upon  the 
demolition  of  Badajos,  and  ieemed  rather  to 
wifh  than  hope  for  Vigo ;  after  which  he  let 
himfelf  in  to  fpeak  of  thofe  provincial  trea- 
ties, extracts  *  whereof  he  had  put  into  my 

Lord 


*  Theft  extracts  (the  originals  of  which  the  Fditor  has) 
ftate,  "  Thar  by  a  nrovifional  treaty  made  at  Lilbon,  in  1699, 
with  the  King  of  France,  the  two  K  eJ  to  evacuate 

djftricl  '^f  country,  on  the  coaft  of  Bra]  between 

the  River  Yapoco,  an<\  t  be  cape  porta  of  the  rive.  t  ihe  Ama- 
zons, inclufivc.  That  t:iis  evacuation  wis  c  ■  iintil  by 
a  definitive  treaty  the  claims  of  the  part-           •  tfcertaioed« 

'«  The  otiier  provilionai  treaty  ib.es  1  tat  ihe  crown  of 
Portugal  was  in  pofleflionof  I  :r  ment,  with 

its  dependencies  at  Buenos  A  ■  about  thirty  years  ago, 

and  in  time  of  peace,  the  Spaniards  furprifed  this  colonv,  hue 
at  the  ftroti  ition  of  the  court  ot  Lilbon,  that  ot  Madrid 

reftoj  rovi'ional  treaty,  until  the  rgh.s 

of  the  patties  lhould  be  ascertained.  That,  hovvevrr,  at  the 
•  orrtmencenient  of  this  war,  the  Spaniards  again  fook  portef- 
iion  of  this  colonv,  and  uih  retain  K. 

"  By  the  alliance  between  France,  Spain,  ard  Portugal,  to 
guarantee  the  fucceflion  according  to  the  will  ot  Charles  II, 
A  was  propofed  that  thefe  provisional  treaties  mould  be  de- 
finitive, bin  (Brufcheardc  obferves)  that  this  would  be  the 
fource  of  frefh  difputes.  He  concludes  with  alTerting,  that 
there  is  due  from  tne  Spaniards,  to  the  Portuguefe  Company, 

Vet   II I.  y  d'e 
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Lord  Dartmouth's  hands,  and  copies  of  thofe 
extracts  are  herewith  tranfmitted  to  your 
Grace. 

By  this  account,-  my  Lord,  you  fee  how 
great  an  obilacle  will  be  taken  out  of  the 
way,  and  how  far  her  Majefcy's  credit,  and 
her  good  offices  go  every  day,  in  procuring 
new  facilities  to  render  the  general  peace 
practicable ;  the  Queen  would  have  your 
Grace,  without  (bowing  Monfieur  de  Torcy 
too  particularly  how  low  the  King  of  Portugal 
finks  in  his  demands,  let  that  Minifter  know, 
that  the  pretenfions  of  this  ally,  to  whom  her 
Majefly  is  under  ftronger  engagements  by 
treaty  than  almoft  to  any  other,  fhall  not  re- 
tard the  conclufion  of  the  peace  ;  your 
Grace  will  at  the  fame  time  fay,  that  the 
Queen  will  require  at  leafl  the  provifional 
treaties  to  be  made  definitive  in  his  favour, 
and  that  flie  will  expect  particular  engage- 
ments from  France  and  Spain,  for  thefecurity 
of  his  dominions  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  of 
which  engagements  ihe  will  become  gua- 
rantee. 

feces,  which  is  not 
denied  t;  •'•  promihd,  and  that  it  is  but juft 

that  it  fhould  be  provided  ior  ia  the  pvefcftt  treaty." 

This 
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This  example  fhould  be  a  leiTon  both  to 
the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  and  to  thofe  who  fup- 
port  him,  and  her  Majefty  would  have  your  ' 
Grace  urge  it  accordingly.  Whenever  fhe 
can  be  eafy  herfelf,  or  contribute  to  make 
others  fo,  the  efFedt  always  follows,  and  the 
Queen  expects  that  on  the  King  of  France's 
part,  the  fame  mould  happen,  especially  fince 
we  are  near  the  end  of  our  labours,  and  one 
effort  more  may  probably  crown  them  all. 

The  Princes  of  the  empire  have  no  inte- 
rests to  fettle  that  will  occafion  much  difpute, 
or  take  up  much  time,  any  farther  than  the 
demands  made  in  behalf  of  the  Elector  of  Ba- 
varia come  in  to  puzzle  the  caufe;  they  tnnft 
therefore  be  left  to  be  wrangled  out  at 
Utrecht,  and  as  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  he 
has  run  himfelf  into  fuch  a  labyrinth,  that  he 
muft  b^gin  to  help  himfelf  before  the  Queen 
can  lend  him  her  hand  or  fpeak  for  him. 

This  rough  iketch  of  the  general  {rate  ot  the 
treaty  of  peace,  is  fufficient  at  leaft  to  (how 
how  eafily,  and  at  how  little  farther  expence 
the  whole  may  be  concluded  ;  and  her  Ma- 
jefty commands  me  to  repeat  to  your  Grace, 
that  you  fhould  endeavour  to  make  the 
French  Minifters  feef  the  neceiiity  either  of 

Y  2  doling 
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clofing  with  the  allies,  or  of  leaving  them 
without  excufe;  but  the  chief  point  which  I 
am  to  recommend,  and  your  Grace  to  infift 
upon,  is  Satisfying  her  Majefty  in  the  diffi- 
culty arifen  in  fettling  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce. 

The  Queen  complies  as  far  as  poffibly  {he 
can,  without  actually  giving  up  that  which 
has  been  ib  long  promifed  to  her,  and  upon 
the  faith  whereof  me  has  fo  long  proceeded  ; 
it  is  therefore  juft  that  the  French  mould 
comply  with  her,  the  Queen  having  once  de- 
clared her  interefts  to  be  fettled,  and  her  treaty 
ready  to  be  figned,  the  general  peace  becomes 
from  that  moment  eafy  5  it  is  therefore  wife 
that  the  French  mould  comply  with  her;  that 
they  may  do  fo,  and  that  your  Grace  may  to 
all  the  honours  of  your  life,  add  the  glory  of 
giving  the  laft  ftroke  to  this  memorable  ne- 
gociation,  is  the  fervent  prayer  of,  my  Lord, 
Your  Grace's,  &c. 

BOLINGBROKE. 


Be 
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De  Monfieur  de  Torcy, 

A  Marli,  le  i8me  Janvier,  17 13,  N.S. 

FINISSEZ,  my  Lord,  ce  qui  nous  refte 
encore  de  difficultes  ;  il  eft  terns  en  verite 
que  l'amitie  fe  retabliffe  puifqu'on  le  defire, 
&  que  les  intentions  font  egalement  bonnes 
de  part  &  d'autre. 

Je  ne  vous  fatiguerai  pas  du  detail  en- 
nuieux  des  conteftations  for  la  p*che  &  la 
fecherie  de  Terreneuve;  j'en  lailfe  le  foin  a 
Monfieur  fe  Due  d'Aumont  &  a  Monfieur 
le  Due  de  Shrewfbury  j  je  vous  dirai  feule- 
ment,  bien  franchement,  que  la  propofition 
que  Matthieu  vous  a  envoyee  eft,  fuivant  le 
lansasre  Allemand  ou  Hollandois,  notre  «///- 
matum. 

Terminez  done  nos  querelles ;  qu'il  ne 
foit  })lus  queftion  que  d'amitie  ;  quelque 
ttroite  qu'elle  puifle  etre  entre  les  nations, 
vous  ne  devrez  jamais  qu'a  voxis-meme,  my 
Lord,  celle  que  confervent  pour  vous  tous 
ceux  qui  out  eu  l'honneur   vous  connoitre. 

Je  crois  cependant  meriter  encore  quelque 
diftindtion  entr'eux,  perionne  n'etant  plus 
veritablement,  &  plus  fidellement,  que  je 
ferai,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 
Y  3  AMon- 
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A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
De  Whitehall,  ce  20me  Janvier,  V.S.  17 12- 13. 

JE  vous  jure,  Monfieur,  que  fi  nous  ne 
finiiTons  pas,  ce  n'eft  nullement  ma  faute. 
Je  fouhaite  par  mille  raifons  uiie  prompte 
conclufion  du  grand  ouvrage  de  la  paix ;  mais 
je  la  fouhaite  principalement  parce  que  je 
vois  que  chez  nous#les  efprits  commencent 
a  fe  laffer  do  l'incertitude. 

Nos  conteftations  a  1'egard  de  Terreneuve 
ne  feront  point  la  pierre  d'achoppemcnt, 
pourvu  que  vous  ne  nous  refufiez  plus  long? 
terns  dans  le  traite  de  commerce,  les  con- 
fluences d'un  principe  que  nous  avons  en- 
vifage  depuis  plufieurs  mois  comme  etabli, 
&  hors  de  toute  difpute  la  paix  fera  bientot 
faite; 

II  eft  inutile  que  j'entre  dans  le  detail  de 
cette  affaire,  qui  a  etc  terriblement  brouillee 
a  Utrecht.  Monlieur  le  Due  de  Shrews- 
bury vous  informera  des  dcrnieres  ofFrcs  que 
Ja  Reine  lui  ordonne  de  faire  pour  accom- 
moder  ccs  differents,  &  des  raifons  fur  lef- 
quellcs  noua  nous  fondons,  qui  font  allure- 
ment tiop  folides  pour  ne  pas  avoir  tout  leur 
efFet  fur  uu  efprit  aulli-bicn  tourne,  &  fur 
un  coeur  auili  bien  place  que  le  votrc. 
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Au  nom  de  Dieu,  Monfieur,  renvoyez  ce 
courier  fans  perte  de  terns,  avcc  le  confcnte- 
ment  du  Roi  aux  proportions  que  Monlieur 
de  Shrewfbury  aura  l'honneur  de  lui  faire 
de  la  part  de  la  Reine.  Vous  nous  met- 
trez  par-la  en  etat  de  triompher  dcceux  qui 
font  en  meme-tems  &  vos  ennen  les 

notres.  Dans  ce  cas,  la  Reine  parlera  aux 
deux  Chambres,  dont  rafTemble  ne  peut  etre 
difreree  que  jufques  au  ^me  du  mois  p:o- 
chain,  V.S.  des  intcrets  de  la  Grande  Bre- 
tasfue  &  de  la  France  comme  entierement 
regies ;  fa  Majefte  dira,  qu'elle  va  figner  ion 
traite,  qu'elle  a  convie  tous  fes  allies  a  fuire 
de  meme,  &  qu'elle  leur  a  declare  qu'elle  eft 
fermement  reiolue  de  ne  pas  tcnir  fa  nego- 
ciation  plus  long- terns  ouverte. 

Convenez  avec  moi,  Monlieur,  que  l'echo 
de  cette  harangue,  &:  des  reponles  du  Par- 
lement,  ie  fera  entendre  a  Utrecht,  &  in- 
fpirera  l'amour  de  la  paix  aux  guerriers  les 
plus  outres.  Vous  finirez  bien  vite  les  affaires 
qui  reftent  a  etre  ajuftees,  &  vous  les  finirez 
a  la  latisfadtion  du  Roi. 

Mais  fi  a  l'airemblee  du  Parlement  notre 
negociation  ie  trouve  encore  ouverte,  je  ne 

V  4  faurai> 
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faurai,  en  verite,   Monfieur,    repondre    dcs 
fuites. 

Les  mal-intentionnes  auront  beau  jeu;  &, 
cc  que  je  regarde  comme  le  comble  des  mal- 
heurs,  les  bien-intentionnes  fe  trouveront 
peut-etre  obliges  de  fuivre  les  fentimens 
d'autres. 

Monfieur  d'Oxford  &  votre  ferviteur  ont 
la  mine  de  palter,  dans  ce  cas,  alTez  mal  leur 
terns ;  je  m'embarrafle  pourtam  beaucoap 
moins  de  cela,  que  du  defordre  que  je  prevois 
dans  les  affaires  generates. 

Vous  voyez,  Monfieur,  que  le  plaifir  que 
je  trouve  a  vous  ecrire  m'emporte. 

Je  veux  me  flatter  que  Fimportance  de 
la  crife  ou  nous  fommes,  feryira^  d'excuie  a 
la  longueur  de  ma  lettre,  &  que  vous  ne 
.  trouverez  pas  mauvaife  cette  franchife  avec 
laquelle  je  vous  conte  naturellement  mes 
craintes  &  mes  eiperances.  Je  fuis,  &  lerai 
toute  ma  vie,  Monfieur,  voire,  &c. 

B, 


?0 
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To  Mr.  Gi/tigan*. 

S  1  R, 

Whitehall,  January  25th,  1712. 

I  MUST  begin  my  letter  by  making  my 
compliments  to  you  upon  your  great  lkill, 
induftry,  nnd  fuccefs,  wherewith  you  have 
proceeded  in  executing  her  Majefty's  orde 
I  h  pc  tiie  latter,  as  1  am  lure  the  former, 
will  accompany  you  to  the  end  of  your  ne- 
geciations.  We  have  done  all  we  could  to 
play  the  game  into  your  hands,  by  gratify- 
ing the  Aiaiquis  de  Monteleon  as  tar  as  our 
circumilances  allow,  of  which  I  believe  he 
is  fenfible,  and  will  endeavour  to  make  1  is 
court  fo  likewife.  Mr.  Moore  -j*  writes  (6 
largely  to  you,  that  any  thing  which   falls 

m  my  pen  mufl  be  iuperfluous  ;  give  me, 
however,  leave  to  mention  to  you  the  cafe  of 
licences  to  French  mips.  This  point  is  capi- 
tal ;  and  I  am  in  very  good  earnefr,  when  I 

fay,  that  if  the  bargain  made  mould  go  on  to 

*  Manuel  Manafles  Giiligan,  Britifli  Commitfary  at  Ma- 
drid, to  fettle  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Spain. 

■f  Arthur  Moore;  had  been  Comptroller  of  Army  Ac- 
contpts,  a  Commiifioner  of  Trade,  and  a  Director  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company  ;  he  was  fuppofed  to  poflefs  great  commer- 
cial knowledge,  and  had  the  management  of  the  treaty  with 
Spain. 

execution, 


330  LETTERS    AND 

execution,  I  believe  it  would  break  all  to 
pieces,  and  create  a  new  ferment  in  Eu- 
rope, which  perhaps  might  cofl  more  blood 
to  extinguifh. 

The  Queen  offers  fairly  to  prevent  thefe 
milchiefs,  and  the  Spanifh  minifter  feems 
allured,  that  her  offers  will  be  taken.  Time 
prefles  extremely,  and  difpatch  is  of  the  ut- 
moft  confequence.  We  hope  this  courier 
will  foon  return,  with  a  conclulion  of  things 
on  the  foot  of  your  lalt  inftrudlions. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


To  the  Duke  of  Shrew/bury, 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  January  20th,  1712-1^, 
YOUR  Grace  finds  that  we  are,  accord- 
ing to  cuftom,  hurried  to  do  that  in  a  fort- 
night *,  which  naturally  mould  have  been 
the  work  of  a  much  longer  time ;  we  hope, 
howevei,that  the  Queen's  demands  are  now 
let  in  lo  fair  a  light,  that  there  can  be  no 
delay  on  the    part   of  France,    in  agreeing 

•*  The  Parliament  had,  on  the  13th,  been  prorogued  to  the 
3rd  of  February,  which  was  a  fortnight  from  the  date  of  this 
letter. 

to 
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to  them.  If  the  Duke  d'Aumont  knows 
any  thing  ot  his  own  court,  your  Grace  will 
carry  your  point  and  in  this  caic,  I  hope 
the  courier  may  return  in  twelve  days  at 
fai  theft.  It  is  of  the  laft  confequence  for 
them,  for  us,  and  for  the  whole  affair,  that 
the  Queen  be  enabled  to  fpeak  of  her  in- 
terests as  determined  with  France,  one  battle 
\vill  then  decide  all ;  otherwife  we  fhall  be 
every  day  expofed  to  new  dangers  through- 
out the  whole  courfe  of  the  ierlion.  I  fend 
your  Grace  two  blank  proxies,  for  fear  of 
accidents. 

The  Queen  has  been  out  of  order,  with 
the  gout  in  her  hand  and  in  her  foot ;  me 
is,  however,  extremely  well,  and  her  phy- 
fician  -j-  ieems  rather  to  like  than  apprehend 
this  attack.     I  am,  &c. 


From  the  Duke  of  Shrew/bury. 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  January  23d,  N.S.  17 13. 
THIS    morning   I  receh :  J   your    Lord- 
inip's  of  the  7th,  O.S.  a  J  a  courier  being 

f  Do<5tor  Arbuthnot ;  a  man  not  more  remarkable  for  hii 
great  profeilional  fk.il!  than  for  his  learning  and  his  wit. 

;uft 
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juft  arrived  from  Port  Mahon,  going  into 
England,  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  an- 
lvvering  it  iooner  than  I  expected. 

I  vviih  there  be  no  miftake  in  what  our 
Plenipotentiaries  write  to  yourLordmip  from 
Utrecht,  that  the  French  have  agreed  we 
mall  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  tarif  of  1664, 
on  our  bringing  French  goods  to  pay  in 
England  the  fame  that  other  nations  pay  for 
their  goods. 

The  King  and  the  Miniftry  have  been  at 
Marli  ever  fince  I  came  hither,  io  I  have 
had  no  opportunity  of  difcourfing  on  this 
fubject  ;  but  I  find  Mr.  Prior  apprehenfive 
this  Court  defigns  no  more  than  what  he 
has  already  acquainted  your  Lordfhip  with; 
however,  Monfieur  de  Torcy  being  expected 
at  Paris  on  Thurfday,  Mr.  Prior  or  I  will 
fpeak  with  him,  and  if  this  be  agreed,  as 
you  underftand  it,  from  Utrecht,  one  con- 
fiderable  difficulty  is  removed. 

As  to  the  other  principal  article  in  dis- 
pute, if  her  Majcfty  be  determined  to  in  lift 
on  my  laft  infti  udtions,  and  reject  the  ex- 
pedient Mr.  Prior  fent  over,  I  heartily  wi(h 
he  had  notice  of  that  resolution  as  foon  as 
it  was  taken  5    for   it  has   had  an  odd  ap- 

pearance, 
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pcarance,  and  what  they  have  difficulty  to 
believe  here,  that  Mr.  Prior  mould  be  at  li- 
berty (as  undoubtedly  he  was)  to  receive 
this  alternative,  and  I,  who  came  laft  from 
London,  fo  ftraightlv  tied  up,  that  I  am 
obliged  to  declare  I  have  no  power  to 
hearken  to  any  expedient  upon  this  point ; 
it  naturally  leads  them  to  fufpecl  ibme  trick, 
or  that  I  am  more  ftiiF  than  I  need  to  be, 
and,  what  is  worft  of  all,  difcovcrs  our  irre- 
iolution,  and  fo  weakens  all  that  can  be 
fa  id.  I  much  queftion,  if  commanded  to 
iniiit,  whether  this  Court  will  yield,  and  if 
they  mould,  am  convinced  it  will  coft  a 
great  deal  of  time  to  bring  them  to  it,  and 
your  Lordfhip  and  Lord  Treafurer  mud 
write  refolute  letters,  in  a  manner  telling 
them  the  peace  can  be  had  on  no  other 
terms  :  I  mail  not  repeat  their  objections  and 
difficulties,  which  were  lent  you  by  your  laft 
exprefs. 

I  expect  the  next  letters  with  impa- 
tience, as  well  to  know  what  orders  her  Ma- 
jelty  will  fend  upon  what  remains  to  be 
treated  here,  as  to  fee  the  States-General's 
remarks  and  her  Majecty's  anfwer ;  for 
without  them  the  letters  give  little  light.     I 

hope 
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hope  your  Lordfhip  believes  your  letters  will 
always  be  acceptable  to  me,  who  am,  with 
the  greateff.  fincerity,  my  Lord,  &c. 


Shrewsbury. 


From  the  Duke  of  Shrewjbury. 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  January  25th,  N.S.  17 13. 
1  AM  juft  this  minute  come  from  Ma- 
dame de  Croiffy,  where  I  met  Monfieur  de 
Torcy,  newly  arrived  from  Marli,  and  by 
a  very  few  words  1  had  with  him  there,  I 
am  confirmed  the  article  of  our  enjoying 
the  benefit  of  the  tarif  of  1664  does  not 
ftand  as  your  Lordfhip  understood  it  from 
Utrecht ;  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  in 
their  letters  to  him,  do  not  look  upon  the 
difficulty  as  removed,  but  frill  iubfifting  :  I 
thought  fit  to  give  you  the  firir,  notice  I 
could  of  this,  though  I  doubt  not  but  you 
have  had  it  cleared  before  now  by  other 
letters  from  Utrecht.  I  am  to  fee  Monfieur 
de  Torcy  after  to-morrow,  and  hope  the 
courier  you  promifed  to  difpatch  lafl  Sa- 
turday will  be  arrived  before  that'time,  with 
orders  what  I  am  to  fay  upon  the  article  of 

New- 
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Newfoundland.  Monfieur  Defmaret's  fon 
marries  the  Marquis  d'Alegre's  daughter  to- 
morrow :  the  King  returns  from  Marli  Sa- 
turday, and  about  the  6th  _of  next  month 
goes  to  Rambouillet,  a  houfe  of  the  Count 
de  Touloufe,  which  will  prove  another  in- 
terruption to  bufincfs,  if  what  is  to  be  done 
here  cannot  be  concluded  before  the  journey. 
I  am,  my  Lord,  &c. 

Shrewsbury. 


To  the  Duke  of  S brew/bury. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  January  25th,  O.S.  1712. 

THOUGH  your  Grace  has  been  troubled 
with  feveral  of  my  letters  in  the  compafs  of 
a  few  days,  I  cannot  however  refolve  to  let 
this  courier,  who,  in  his  way  to  Spain,  panes 
through  Paris,  depart,  and  not  take  the  op- 
portunity of  writing  again  to  you. 

Your  Grace  thinks  the  French  may  fuf- 
pecl:  fome  trick,  or  difcover,  which  is  worfe, 
fome  irrefolution  in  our  councils ;  becaufe 
Mr.  Prior  had  contented  to  a  propofition 
concerning  Newfoundland,  which  you  after- 
wards 
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wards  refufed  to  admit.  I  would  fain  hope? 
my  Lord,  that  this  proceeding,  which  how- 
ever was  not  according  to  my  fcheme,  might 
jftill  have  fuch  a  turn  given  it,  as  will  make 
our  conduct  appear  not  only  fair,  but  (lea -'-v. 

Why  may  nor  the  French  Mihifters  be 
told  that  the  Queen  would  have  confented 
at  firft,  as  (he  is  ready  to  do  now,  to  the 
ceffion  of  Newfoundland,  with  the  reftric- 
tion  propofed,  if  they  had  not  created  un- 
reafonable  and  unexpected  difficulties  on  the 
article  of  commerce? 

Her  Majefty  hoped  they  would  be  brought 
off  a  point  which  they  had  fo  ill  a  grace  in 
controverting ;  and  in  that  hope  Mr.  Prior 
was  inftrucled.  Her  Majefty  found  they 
perfifted  to  deny  in  the  treaty  what,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  negociation,  they  had  granted  ; 
and  in  that  conjuncture  your  Grace  was  in- 
ftructed.  We  flatter  ourfelves,  my  Lord, 
you  will  be  able  to  diflblve  a  charm  which 
feems  to  have  influenced  in  a  very  odd  man- 
ner this  point  of  our  work.  Indeed,  never 
r  proportion  was  fo  bandied  about  as 
this  of  ufing  each  other  reciprocally,  ut  ami- 
clfjima  gens,  has  been.  The  French  were  in 
the  right  to  perplex  it,  becaufe  they  had  a 

mind 
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mind  to  evade  it ;  but  furely  we,  from  the 
iirfl:,  mould  have  fhick  to  that  plain  ar- 
ticle, which  is  contained  in  the  papers  drawn 
by  Mr.  Moore,  ana  on  which  the  laft  draught 
which  I  fent  your  Grace  is  grounded. 

By  the  inclofed  paper,  which  was  brought 
me  as  a  memorandum  from  the  Due  d'Au- 
mont,  your  Grace  will  fee  that  the  French 
take  advantage  of  fome  terms  uied  in  a 
memorial  of  my  friend  Matthew's.  I  thought 
it  abfolutely  necelTary  to  knock  that  im- 
mediately of  the  head,  and  have  therefore 
lent  back  the  paper,  with  the  marginal  note 
which  you  will  find  added ;  but  upon  thefe 
miftakes,  there  is  no  need  to  trouble  your 
Grace  any  farther,  having  writ  to  Mr.  Prior 
upon  them. 

The  courier  who  brings  this  letter,  has 
been  waiting  a  long  time  for  one  difpatch, 
the  reft  have  been  prepared  at  leaft  three 
weeks.  I  thank  God  he  goes  at  all,  for  I 
think  he  carries  fuch  temperaments  and  fuch 
expedients  as  will  bring  our  Spanifh  part  of 
the  treaty  to  a  concluiion. 

There  is  one  point  which  we  write  very 
ftrongly  to  the  Court  of  Madrid  upon,  and 
as  the  rebound  of  thefe  inftances  may  pro- 

Vol.  III.  Z  bably 
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bably  very  focn  come  to  Paris,  I  believe  it 
not  improper  to  fpeak  of  it  to  your  Gracery 
that  you  may  either  prepare  the  minifters  of 
France  for  it,  or  be  prepared  when  they 
fhall  attack  you  upon  it.  My  Lord,  the 
Queen  had  information  of  a  contract  made 
by  the  Count  de  Bergheyck  *,  for  fix  French 
fhips  to  go  to  the  South  Sea,  their  owners 
agreeing  to  pay  the  King  of  Spain  360,000 
crowns,  or  elfe,  at  His  Majefty's  choice,  to 
give  him  the  mips,  in  order  to  fupply  his 
Treafury  for  the  iervice  of  this  year,  or  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  begin  at  leaft  to  form 
a  naval  ftreno-th. 

Your  Grace  eafily  imagines  no  time  was 
loft  in  fpeaking  to  the  Marquis  de  Monte- 
leon  upon  a  matter  of  fuch  vaft  confequence. 
We  reprefented  to  him  that  this  proceeding 
would  revive  all  thofe  jealoulies  which  be- 
gan to  be  laid  afleep ;  that  it  would  make 
good  all  the  arguments  which  have  been 
infifted  on  by  thofe  who  prefs  the  continua- 
tion of  the  war,  and  condemn  in  the  opi- 
nion of  mankind  thofe  who  have  been  the 
inftruments  of  promoting  the  peace,  that  if 
thefe  pcrmiiiions  arc  granted  for  once  after 

*  The  Spanifli  Plenipotentiary. 

1  the 
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t/he  peace,  they  may  by  the  fame  rule  be 
granted  for  twenty  times,  &c.  The  Mar- 
quis agreed  in  theft  and  a  multitude  of 
other  arguments  which  were  opened  and  en- 
forced to  him,  and  had  no  plea  but  the  ne- 
ceffities  under  which  his  mailer  labours,  to 
excufe  the  ftep ;  having  brought  him  thus 
far,  we  offered  to  take  off  theie  necellities, 
by  lending  the  money,  and  furnifhing  what- 
ever fhips  the  King  of  Spain  may  have  oc- 
cafion  for,  without  expecting,  in  considera- 
tion hereof,  the  liberty  of  failing  to  the  South 
Sea. 

The  Spanifh  miniiler  feemed  to  catch  at 
the  offer  ;  he  write:  to  his  Court  about  it, 
and  Mr.  Gilligan  is  infli  udted  to  make  the 
annulling  of  this  contract,  one  of  the  con- 
ditions on  which  he  departs  from,  the  claim 
of  15  per  cent,  that  grievous  article  to  the 
Spaniards,  ami  at  the  lame  time  he  is  far- 
ther authoriied  to  conclude  the  loan  of  the 
money,  and  the  hiring  or  felling  the  fhips. 

Sir  T.  Hanmer  having  in  a  manner  alk- 
ed,  whether  the  Queen  approved  or  not  of 
his  going  into  Italy,  I  writ  him  word  by  her 
Majefty's  order  that  (lie  hoped  fhe  mould 
have  had  his  afMance  in  this  fefiion  of  Par- 
Z  2  liament 
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liarnent ;  which  certainly  will  be  a  very  nice 
and  difficult  one  to  manage,  and  upon  the 
proceedings  of  which  our  all,  I  think,  is  flak- 
ed ;  I  mention  this  matter,  becaufe  Sir  Thomas- 
may  probably  communicate  to  your  Grace 
what  he  debates  in  his  mind,  and  you  would 
be  glad  to  know  what  the  Queen's  fenfe 
was. 

I  depended  fomuch  upon  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries at  Utrecht,  for  fending  to  your  Grace 
whatever  pafles  between  the  States  and  us,, 
that  I  fhould  not  have  troubled  you  with  a 
volume  of  papers  which  accompany  this  let- 
ter, had  your  Grace  not  feemed  in  your's  of 
the  23d  to  expect  them  from  me. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  &c. 


To  Lord  Lexington  *. 

■My  Lord, 

THE  foregoing   letter  has  been   writ  fe> 

veral  days,  and  the  departure  of  the  courier 

has  been  delayed  by  the  Quern's  having  the 

?-out  in  her  hand,   which  hinders  her  from 


*  This  \va:>  ridded  by  way  of  poftfeript  to  Lord  Lexington'1; 
letter  of  fhc  7th  January,  1712-13.     Bohngbrokb. 

4  writing 
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writing  as  me  would  have  done  to  the  Queen 
of  Spain. 

The  inclofed  paper  of  minutes  being  the 
refult  of  a  private  tranfaclion  which  her  Ma- 
jefty  did  not  allow  to  pafs  the  ordinary  forms, 
I  defire  you,'  my  good  Lord,  to  keep  it  among 
your  private  difpatches. 

I  hope  Mr.  Gilligan  is  furficiently  inftruct- 
ed  by  the  learned  in  trade,  for  my  part,  I  pre- 
tend not  to  be  able  to  enter  into  anv  detail 

J 

of  that  kind,  but  this  I  can  judge  of,  that 
our  circumftances  will  no  longer  admit  of 
being  in  a  ftate  neither  of  war  nor  peace, 
•  therefore  pray,  my  Lord,  prefs  him  to  make 
an  end  with  the  Spanifh  Commilfaries,  and 
if  any  reafonable  latitude  be  to  be  taken 
beyond  what  his  inftruclions  may  ftriclly 
import,  my  opinion  is,  that  it  mould  be  ven- 
tured upon,  rather  than  that  any  thing  mould 
be  left  undetermined. 

Your  Lordfhip  knows  how  very  inftru- 
mental  the  Abbot  Gaultier  has  been  in  car- 
rying on  the  piefent  negociation  of  peace, 
even  in  the  fir  it  beginnings  of  the  treaty, 
when  the  greatelt  danger  was  to  be  run,  and 
the  greatest  dexterity  was  requifite.  I  find 
the  Marquis  de  Monteleon  defigns  to  recom,- 

Z  3  mend 
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mend  him  to  the  Kin?  of  Spain,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  Treafurer  does  the  fame  to  the  Prin- 
cefs  des  Urfins  ;  I  give  your  Lordfhip  this 
hint,  becaufe  I  fancy  you  will  think  it  pro- 
per to  take  a  fit  opportunity  of  fpeaking  in 
his  commendation,  and  of  giving  the  moft 
favourable  impref  lions  of  him.      «* 

There  comes  with  this  courier  a  gentle- 
man, who  is  of  my  name,  and  who  being  a 
Roman  Catholic,  has  always  been  in  foreign 
fervice ;  he  was  in  that  of  the  Elector  Pa- 
latine, and  left  it  only  becaufe  of  an  affair 
which  the  brutality  of  his  Colonel  forced  up- 
on him.  The  Eleclor  himfelf  recommended. 
him,  and,  indeed,  nobody  could  leave  a  better 
name  than  he  did  behind  them.  He  has  a 
mind  to  feek  his  fortune  in  Spain ;  and  that 
he  may  have  a  pretence  to  go  thither,  I  com- 
mit this  letter  to  his  charge.  The  Marquis 
de  Monteleon  has,  without  my  fpeaking  to 
him,  for  I  have  nothing  to  afk  of  any  Prince, 
but  the  miftrefs  I  ferve,  recommended  him  to 
the  Court  of  Spain.  Your  Lordlhip  will  ex- 
tremely add  to  the  other  favours  I  have  re- 
ceived from  you,  if  you  are  fo  good  as  to 
fhow  him  your  countenance,  and  to  fpeak  of 
him  as  an  honefl  man,  a  good   officer,   and 

my 
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my  relation,  if  the  latter  may  be  of  any  ufe  to 
him. 

Forgive  the  length  of  my  letter,  and  be- 
lieve that  I  am,  6cc. 

It  was  thought  proper  that  I  mould  make  a 
compliment  to  the  Princefs  des  Urfins,  and  I 
do  it  by  the  inclofed— May  I  take  the  liberty 
to  beg  that  your  Lordfhip  would  render  it 
acceptable  by  giving  it  to  her  ? 


To  Lord  Lexington* 
My  Lord, 

January  25th,  O.S.  17 12. 
THE   papers  *    not    being    put  up   with 
my  other  letter  by  miftake,  I  inclofe  them  in 
a  feparate  packet. 

My  Lord,  ever  your's. 


*  Mem.  Inclofed  were  a  copy  of  her  Majefty's  inftru&ions 
to  Mr.  Gilligan,  dated  January  10th,  1  712-13  ;  a  copy  of  the 
propofitions  made  by  Marquis  de  Monteleon  ;  with  the  Queen's 
anfwers. 


Z  4  A  Mr- 
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A  Madame  la  Princejje  des  Urjins  *. 
Madame, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  25me  Janvier,  V.S.  17 1 2-13. 

VOTRE  Alteffe  pent  voir-  jufques  a  quel 
point  le  Marquis  de  Monteleon  s'eit  rendu 
makrc  de  mon  efprit,  puifqu'il  a  fu  m'infpirer 
la  hardictie  de  lui  ecrire.  Je  fais  tout  le  cas 
que  je  dois  faire  deTamitie  que  ce  Miniftre  a 
bien  voulu  me  temoigner,  mais  en  verite, 
Madame,  il  ne  m'a  jamais  fait,  ni  ne  me 
fera  jamais  une  faveur  que  j'eftimerai  taut 
que  celle  dont  il  vient  m'honorer,  en  me 
fournifTant  une  pretexte  d'ecrire  a  votre  Al- 
tefle, &  de  lui  marquer  les  fentimens  d'un 
coeur  qui  eft  parfaitement  devoue  a  fon 
fcrvice. 

Tout  ferviteur  que  je  fuis  a  Monfieur  de 
Lexington,  je  ne  puis  pas  m'empecher  de 
lui   envier   le  bonheur   qu'il  a  de  faire   fa 

*  This  lady  had  the  ambition  to  become  a  fovereign  ;  five 
had  received  a  promife  from  the  King  of  Spain,  to  grant  her  a 
territory  equal  to  30,000  crowns  per  annum,  in  the  Nether- 
lands; neither  England  nor  Holland  were  much  againft  it, 
and  the  Spanifh  Plenipotentiaries,  defirons  of  ple&fing  her,  in- 
fixed on  a  condition  which  the  King  their  mafter  treated  as 
eflential ;  the  peace**  ith  Spain  was  thus  at  a  (land.  At  length 
they  were  obliged  to  abandon  her,  the  Emperor  protefting 
againft  any  dWmemberment  of  the  Netherlands,  and  Louis 
perfilided  nil  grandfon  to  prefer  the  repofe  of  his  people  to 
the  caprice  of  an  old  woman.  '    • 

COUTj 
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cour,  fbus  la  protection  de  votre  Alteffe,  a. 
cette  Grande  Reine  d'Efpagne  dont  les  vertus 
freroiquc.  \ bnt  F admiration  du  iiecle  prefent, 
&  feront  ceile  de  la  pofteritc. 

Comme  Monfieur  le  Comte  d'Oxford  fe 
donne  I'honneur  d'ecrire  a.  votre  AltefTe,  ii 
eft  fort  inutile  que  j'entre  dans  aucun  detail 
a  l'egard  des  inte'rets  dcs  deux  cours.  Je  me 
flatte  que  Moniieur  le  Marquis  de  Monte- 
leon  a  trouve,  dans  "fa  negociation,  toutes 
les  facilites  qui  dtpendoient  de  moi,  &  j'ole 
affurer  votre  AltefTe  qu'il  trouvera  toujours 
les  memes. 

Je  n'ai  manque,  Madame,  d'envoyer  a 
Mefiieurs  les  Pltnipotentiaircs  de  la  Reine 
toutes  les  inftruclions  qui  ont  ete  jugees  les 
plus  convcnables  pour  faire  affurer  a  votre 
AltefTe,  dans  le  traite  de  paix,  la  princi- 
paute  que  fa  Majefte  Catholique  lui  a  ac- 
cordee.  Je  ne  vetix  point  douter  que  les 
loins  que  ces  Miniftres  apportcront  n'af- 
fortiffent  a  cette  cccafion  leur  effet  cn- 
tier. 

Ce  qu'il  y  a  de  i,  c'efl  que  je  ne 

negligerai  rien  pou  cclater  le  proiond 

refpecl:,    &    rattachemenj    inviolable,  avec 

[uels 
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lefquels  j'ai  l'honneur  d'etre,  Madame,  de 
votre  Altefle,  le  tres  humble 

Et  tres  obeifTant  ferviteur, 

BoLINGBROKE. 


To  the  Duke  of  Shrew/bury*. 

FORGIVE  me,  my  Lord,  if  I  encroach 
iT.ill  farther  upon  your  patience  ;  the  Vene- 
tian AmbafTador  fends  me  the  inclofed,  and 
defires  me  to  write  to  you  upon  a  fubjecT: 
which  I  really  underftand  but  by  halves.  I 
hope  he  explains  himfelf  in  his  letter  to  your 
Grace  ;  all  the  notion  I  have  of  his  requeft 
is,  that  you,  my  Lord,  will  pleafe  to  foften 
the  Court  of  France,  who  are  angry  with 
the  Venetians  becaule  they  will  not,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  conftitution  of  their  govern- 
ment, difpenfe  with  Cardinal  Ottoboni  for 
taking  the  Proteclorfhip  of  France. 

I  have  nothing  particular  in  command 
from  the  Queen  to  fay  upon  this  fubjettj 
your  Grace  knows,  in  general,  that  her  Ma- 

*    This  is  part  of  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury, 
of  the  25th  January,  1 712-13.     Bolingbroke. 

jefty 
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pfty  has  been  all  along  inclined  to  favour 
the  republic  of  Venice,  as  far  as  conve- 
niently (he  could. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

I  beg  leave  to  affaire  my  Lady  Duchefs  of 
my  moil  humble  refptcls,  and  1  would,  ac- 
cording to  my  promife,  have  had  the  ho- 
nour before  this  of  writing  to  her  f  »race, 
if  any  thing  had  happened  which  the  re- 
lation of  might  ferve  to  divert  her ;  but  we 
are  entirely  Engfim,  extremely  dull. 


To  Mr.  Cyilligari*. 

I  CANNOT  help  adding  to  my  letter, 
which  has  been  fome  time  writ,  and  has 
waited  for  the  difpatch  of  the  courier,  that 
the  Spanifh   Minifters  may   perhaps  object, 

that  we  are  alking  ourfelves  for  licences  at 

o 

the  fame  time,  and  with  the  fame  breath, 
as  we  exclaim  againft  thofe  contracted  for 
with  the  French,  and  as  we  demand  the 
recal  of  them.  Methinks  there  are  two  very 
good  anfwers  to  be  given  to  this  objection  : 

*  This  was  added  to  the  letter  to  Mr.  Giiligan,  25th  Ja- 
nuary,  1712-13. 

Firft, 
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Firft,  fince  the  Spaniards  expert  that  the 
Queen  mould  difcourage  and  hinder  her 
fubjecls  from  exercifing  that  power  which 
the  law  and  charter  gives  to  the  South-Sea 
Company,  and  fince  the  Queen  has,  in  fact, 
hindered  them  from  undertaking  any"  thing 
on  that  fide  of  the  world,  whilft  they  might, 
without  giving  Spain  any  jufl  reafon  of 
complaint,  have  done,  nothing  is  more  rea- 
fonable  than  that  an  opportunity  mould  be 
given  the  merchants  of  vending  the  goods 
bought  }n  this  profpect,  and  now  lying  upon 
their  hands. 

Secondly,  the  advantage  of  15  per  cent, 
itipulated  to  be  made  good  to  the  iubjects  of 
Great  Britain  in  their  commerce,  would  not 
only  have  been  grievous  to  the  Spaniards, 
but  would  likewife  have  been  a  prejudice 
to  all  other  nations  trading  to  Spain  ;  the 
yielding  of  this  point  up  is,  therefore,  not 
only  a  concemon  to  Spain,  but  to  France 
alio,  and  to  the  other  mercantile  people  of 
Europe  ;  from  whence  it  plainly  follows,  that 
none  of  theie  ought  to  complain,  of  what 
we  pu-rchaie  in  1  by  3  klding  lb  great 

a  privilege  as  that  abovementioned. 

Give  me  leave  again  to  recommend  dif- 

patch 
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patch  to  you,  and  to  tell  you  my  opinion, 
that  you  will  be  very  well  juftified  if  you 
do,  in  any  inftance,  ftretch  your  inftruclions 
to  fave  time.  I  think,  as  to  the  mips  co  be 
lent  or  fold  the  Spaniards,  you  mould  turn 
your  proportions  the  moft  plaufibly  you  can  : 
Will  they,  at  leaf!  at  firft,  not  be  in  want  of 
officers  and  feamen  as  well  as  mips  ? 

I  have  fent  my  Lord  Lexington  a  copy  of 
your  laft  inftructions.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


To  the  Duke  of  Shrew/bury. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  January  27th,  17 12- 13. 

EVERY  delay  which  happens  to  obftrucl 
the  difpatch  of  this  courier,  produces  a  new 
letter  to  your  Grace  :  the  occafion  of  my 
writing  now  will,  I  am  lure,  equally  furprife 
and  concern  vou. 

Yefterday,  between  three  and  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 
Duke  d'Aumont's  houle  *,  and  raged  with 

*  In  Great  Ormond-ftreetj  it  was  rebuilt  ac  the  charge  of 
the  French  King,  but  has  been  many  yean  lu.ct  taken  down, 
and  upon  its  fite  Hand  at  prefent  Pow'is-place  and  the  adjoin- 
ing houfes  in  Ormoud-ftreet. 

fo 
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fo  great  fury,  that,  though  there  blew  little 
or  no  wind,  it  was  in  two  hours'  time 
confumed  to  the  ground.  All  that  could 
be  done  was  done,  both  to  flop  the  fire,  and 
to  prevent  the  pillaging  which  generally 
follows  in  a  confufion  of  that  kind.  A  de- 
tachment of  the  horie,  and  another  of  the 
foot  guards  were  fent ;  the  Duke  of  Ormond, 
the  Captain  of  the  guard  in  waiting,  which 
was  the  Earl  of  Arran,  Sir  William  Wynd- 
ham,  the  Vice  Chamberlain,  and  others, 
went  to  give  the  Duke  d'Aumont  all  the  af- 
fiance in  their  power.  My  Lord  Dartmouth 
waited  upon  him  this  morning,  at  the  Mar- 
quis de  Monteleon's  houfe,  where  he  lay,  as 
I  had  done  the  night  before  at  the  riling 
from  the  Council ;  and  the  Vice  Cham- 
berlain was  afterwards  with  him,  in  the 
Queen's  name.  As  for  the  lots  which  the 
Duke  d'Aumont  may  have  iuffered  by  this 
misfortune,  I  am  not  able  to  fay  any 
thing  particular  to  your  Grace ;  but  I  am 
foiry  to  tell  you  that  there  appear  feveral 
circumflanccs,  which  give  great  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  the  fire  was  not  accidental, 
but  the  efTecl:  of  malicious  and  premedi- 
tated contrivance.     This  is  extremely  fuf- 

pected 
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peeked,  not  only  from    feveral   private  ad- 
vices and  warnings   which  the   Duke   had, 
and  which  he  neglected,  as  her  Majefty's  fer- 
vants  do,  who  have  frequent  fuggeftions  of 
the   like   nature,    but  alio   from   fire-works 
and   powder,    which   were   obferved    to   be 
fcattered  in  feveral  parts  of  the  houfe,  and 
from  the  fire's  breaking  out  in  a  garret  made 
ufe  of  for  the  Duke  of  Powis's  lumber,  and 
to   which    none   of   the  Duke   d'Aumont's 
family  had  any  accefs.     But  ftricl  enquiry 
is  making  into  all  the  particular  facts,    in 
order  to  difcover  the  authors  of  fuch  a  vil- 
lainy ;   and  in  the  mean  time  her  Majefty 
has,  by  compliments  and  all  manner  of  ci- 
vility, foftened  as  much  as  pofiible  this  mat- 
ter to  the  Duke  ;    and  to  make  him  more 
eafy,  has  given  him  her  own  apartments  in 
Somerfet-houfe  to  lodge  in,  till  he  can  find 
out  another  houfe  for  himfelf. 

I  believe  the  Duke  intends  to  feud  a  per- 
fon  on  purpofe  into  France  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  what  has  L  ippened,  which  will 
undoubtedly  make  a  great  noile  in  that 
kingdom,  and  therefore  1  was  willing  by  this, 
meffenger  to  inform  your  Grace  of  it  as  early 

as 
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as  I  could,  that  you  might  be  prepared  to 
fpeak  of  it  beforehand. 

January  28th,  17 12-13. 
I  was  got  thus  far  laft  night,  but  deferred 
clofing  my  letter  on  account  of  an  indifpofi- 
tion  which  the  Queen  was  under,  and 
which  gave  us,  as  every  one,  even  the 
flighted,  muft  do,  fome  alarm.  I  can  now 
acquaint  your  Grace,  with  great  joy,  that 
her  Majefty  refted  very  well  laft  night,  and 
is  again  extremely  well,  except  as  to  fome 
fmall  remains  of  a  fit  of  the  gout,  which  has 
not  entirely  (pent  itfclf.     I  am,  &c. 

BoLINGBROKE. 


To  the  Duke  of  Sbrewjbury. 
My  Lord, 

January  28th,  1712-13. 
SINGE  the  other  letter  of  this  day's  date 
wus  writ,  feveral  examinations  have  been 
had  of  circumftances  advanced  to  prove 
that  the  Duke  d'Aumont's  Houfe  was  fet  on 
fire.  I  <?annot  fay,  that  they  anfwer  what 
I  was  made  to  expect ;  I  intend  to  proceed 

as 
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as  far  as  I  can  in  thefe  enquiries,  becaufe,  on 
one  hand,  I  would  not  leave  fuch  a  villainy 
undetected,  and  on  the  other,  I  fhould  be 
forry,  undefervedly,  to  have  fuch  a  reproach 
fixed  on  the  nation. 

I  am  ever,  your  Grace's,  &c„ 


From  Mr,  Prior. 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  February  2nd,  1713. 

LA  Vigne  went  from  hence  the  29th  De- 
cember, Barton  the  8th  January,  and  Berry 
the  19th,  to  all  which  we  paufe  for  a  reply  ; 
and  are  fo  fully  fatisned,  that  in  a  day  or  two 
we  fhall  hear  from  you  as  to  all  points,  that 
though  we  have  determined  to  fend  away  an 
exprefs,  we  defer  till  Saturday,  this  being 
Thurfday,  confiding  to  the  care  of  this  gen- 
tleman only  fuch  letters  as  are  not  of  great 
confequence. 

The  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  has  had  a  little 
fit  of  the  gout ;  I  have  been  with  the  Mi- 
niftry  at  Verfailles,  of  which  you  will  have 
more  by  the  exprefs  which  the  Duke  intends 
(hall  not  go  from  hence  till  Saturday,  hoping, 
Vol.  III.  A  a  in 
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in  the  mean  time,  that  we  may  hear  from 
you,  and  that  you,  having  now  before  you 
all  that  has  been  done  at  Utrecht,  will  be 
able  to  give  us  the  laft  peremptory  orders, 
which  we  expect  with  great  impatience. 
I  am,  &c.  M.  Prior. 


From  Mr.  Prior. 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  4th  February,  17 13. 

ACCORDING  to  what  I  promifed  in  my 

lad  letter  to  your  Lordfhip,  I  in  this  tranfmit 

the  copy,  of  which  his  Grace  of  Shrewfbury 

has  likewife  tranfmit  ted  to  Lord  Dartmouth*; 

by 

*  "  Comme  en  vue  de  faciliter  l'ouverture  &  1'exercice 
du  commerce  reciproque  entre  la  France  &  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne,  il  a  etc  convenu  au  mois  de  Juin  dernier  des  deux  artU 
cles.fuivans: 

"  Article  premiere.  Qii'tn  cas  qu'on  ne  tombe  pas  d'accord 
fur  les  points  en  difpute  touchant  le  commerce,  des  com- 
mifTaires  foient  nommes  des  deux  cotes,  qui  s'afTembleront 
k  Loiiflres,  poor  examiner  &  regler  les  droits  &  impofitions 
qu'on  doit  payer  dans  chaque  royaume;  &  qu'on  les  ajufte 
de  telle  maniere  que  par-la  le  commerce  entre  les  deux  nations 
loit  encourage  &  elargi. 

u  Article feccna.  Qu'aucun  privilege  oil  avantage  par  rap- 
port au  commerce  de  la  France  ne  fera  accorde  a  aucune  na- 
tion fera  pas  accorde  en  meme-tcms  aux 
injets  de  fa  Majeirc  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne;  de  mfime 
aucnn  pi  iviKge  011  avantage  par  rapport  au  commerce  de  la 
Grande  Bretagne  nc  fera  accorde  a  aucune  nation  etrangere 
qui  ne  fera  pas  accorde  en  m6mc-tems  aux  fujets  de  fa  Ma- 
»efte  Tns  CJlirctienne. 
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by  which  your  Lordfhip  fees  our  principle 
of  amicijjima  gens  agreed  to,  and  the  articles 
of  lefs  confequence,  dependant  upon  it,  an- 
fvvered  by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  of 
Utrecht  *  ;  from  whence   we  prefume  you 

have 


*'  En  vertu  des  fufdits  articles,  il  fera  nomme  des  Commif- 
faires,  qui  s'aflembleront  a  Londres,  pour  examiner  les  droits 
&  impositions  qu'on  doit  payer  dans  chaque  royaume,  &  les 
regler  reciproquement  a  l'egard  des  deux  nations,  conforme- 
ment  a  ce  que  payera  la  nation  t'-trangere  la  plus  favorifee  en 
France  d'une  part,  &  de  l'autre  dans  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
enforte  que  les  Commiflaires  ctant  d'accord,  ce  qui  doit  ctre 
dans  I'efpace  de  mois,  le  Roi  donnera,  &  fera  publier  dans 
fon  royaume  &  pays  de  fon  obeiflance,  les  ordonnances  nt- 
ceflaires  pour  fairc  executer  ce  qui  aura  tte  convenu  entre  les 
dits  Commiffaires,  &  lever  tout  empechement  au  commerce 
en  France,  des  fujets  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne ;  com- 
me  aufli  de  la  part  de  fa  Majefle  Britannique,  il  fera  pourvu  a 
faire  annuller  tous  aftes  de  Parlement  qui  empC-chent  que  les 
Francois  ne  foient  trait.es  dans  les  6tats  de  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
&  de  fon  obeiflance,  comme  la  nation  etrangere  la  plus  favo- 
rifee. 

*    "  The    French   at    Utrecht,  «  Concerning  the  Articles. 

XOtb  January,    1713.  „  A$  tQ  vifiting  ^  ^^ 

*'  De  tout  terns  les  manu-    eating  of  manufactures,  upon 
fa&ures    ctrangtres  n'ont  etc    pretence  of  fault  or  fraud  in 
admifes  en  France  que  par  des    the     making    or     fabricating 
entrees  refervees,  ou  elles  etoi-    thereof,  &c. 
ent  vifitees  de  la  meme  mani- 
ere  que   le  font    les  ouvrages 
du  royaume   Celles  d'Angle- 
terre    entroient   par    la    Nor- 
mandie,   la    Brttigne,    &    la 
Guienne;    &   s'il   s'en    trou- 
voient  des  vicieufes,  elles  etoi- 
ent  confifqu6es. 

"  On  derogea  a  la  confis- 
cation en  1606,  par  le  traiu- 
de  Paris  du  24me  Fevrier,  & 

on       A  a  *  Relating 
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have  received   them,   confidering  the  date 
they  bear  of  the  20th  January  ;  it  is  humbly 

fubmitted 


on  ftipula  que  les  mauvaifes 
manufactures  feroient  ren- 
voyees  fans  droit  de  fortie. 
Cette  difpofition  fut  confirmee 
en  1655,  par  le  traite  de  Weft- 
minfter,  &  depuis  on  a  con- 
tinue de  referver  I'entree  des 
manufactures   etrangeres    par 


'*  Relating  to  the  50  fols  per 
ton,  to  remain  upon  the  fhips 
trading  coaft-ways  from  port 
to  port  in  either  kingdom,  they 


des  lieux  defignes,  &  la  vifite  ™'#  take  it  of,  as  we  A*U  the 

en  a  toujours  ete  faite  depuis  fiye  fallings  per  ton— ■*  Excepte 

ce  tems-la;   ee  font  des  lois  feulement     au     cas     fuivant: 

fondementales     du    royaume  quandiesnaviresAngloisfanf- 

qu'on  ne  pourroit  abolir.  porteront    des    marehandifes 

"  On   ne  pourra  accorder  qu'ils  anront  chargees  dans  un 

aux  navigateurs  Angloisla  na-  port  de  France,  &  qu'ils  les 


vigation  de  port  en  port  en 
France,  qu'a  condition  qn'elle 
fut  permife  aux  Francois  en 
Angleterrej  fans  cette  rcc.i- 
procite  on  ne  pent  I'accordcr 
en  France  aux  Anglois,  &  ils 
ne  peuvent  la  demander  ;  en- 
core faudroit-il  par  la  meme 


dechargeront  dans  un  autre 
port  de  France ;  au  ruel  cas, 
&  en  mil  autre,  les  iuje*s  de 
la  Grande  Brtcagne  payeront 
le  droit  abroge  &  abci  dans 
le  prefent  article  5  mai?  ils  ne 
le  payeront  que  fuivant  la 
proportion   des  marchandifes 


raifon   que  les  cinq  fcheliings    qu'ils  auront  charge,  mais  non 
fuflent  reduits   a    la    rrioitie,    fuivant    la  capacite  du    vaif- 


feau.' 

"  In  thefe  words  our  Pleni* 
potentiaries  have  given  in  this 
exception  to  the  French  aj 
Utrecht;  you  find  they  give 
no  diilinft  anfwer,  but  judge 
it  referable  to  Commiffionera. 


f>arce  que  ce  feroit  a-peu-pres 
a  valeurde  5.0  fols  de  France. 
"  11  eft  vrai  que  par  le  traite 
de  Ryfwick  la  France  accorda 
cette  fxulte  aux  Hollandois, 
fins  ftipuler  le  rcciproque 
pour  les  Francois  en  Hollande  ; 
mais  e'eft  uniquement  a  < 
que  le  commerce  de  la  Hol- 
lande  fe  lailant  par  les  1  \u,aux, 

ne  peut  ft-  lain-  par  mer  de  port  en  port,  ce  qui  eft  fort  diffe- 
rent dans  les  vaifleaux  de  la  Grande  Bretagne;  d'ailleurs  les 
Hollandois  out  toujours  payc  le  droit  en  quch'ion  fur  toute  la 
capacite  du  vaiflc.ui,  fans  avoir  egard  a  fa  «. barge. 

u  Quant  r  ['abolition  de  ce  droit  pour  les  vailleaux  qui  ar- 
riveront  d'Angleterre,  ou  tics  autres  endroits  du  monde  dans 
Its  ports  dc  France,  on  y   conivnt,  mais  ;\  condition  qu'elle 

ne 
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fubmifted  t-o  her  Majefty,  if  the  main  article 
of  amicijfima  gens  be  fuch  as  may  merit  her 

approbation  ; 

ne  commencera  en  France  qu'au  me'me  jour  qu'elle  aura  lieu 
en  Angleterre. 

"  As  to  P*/l  Entries,  Qk. 

"  Ceux  qui  ont  donne  au  fait,  leurs  declarations  des  mar^ 
.chandifes  qu'iis  app  >rtent,  ne  peuvem  plus  augmenter  ni  dimi- 
nuer,  foiis  pr<  texie  d'o-niflion  ou  autremeiit ;  &:  !a  verite  ou 
la  fauffevti  de  la  declaraci  >n  eft  jugee  fur  cc  qui  a  etc  premie  re- 
menr  declare. 

«'  Voiia  a  quoi  les  marc  hands  Franc,  ois  font  afliijetisj  on  ne 
peut  traiter  en  cela  les  Anglois  autrement  que  les  propres  fujets 
de  fa  M:\jefte.  II  eft  vrai  qu'on  doit  favorifer  l'innocence, 
mais  il  n'eft  pas  mains  vrai  qu'il  faut  prevenir  &  empecher  les 
fraudes. 

'*  The  Article  for  appointing  Con/tils. 

•'On  ne  trouredaiu  aucun  trait'-  eotra  la  France  8c  1'Angle- 
Jcrre  l'etabli (lenient  des  Confuls,  qu'on  propofe,  on  croit  qu'il 
feroit  prejudiciable  au  commerce  des  deux  nations,  car  ordU 
nairementles  Confuls  fur  les  marchaiyis  fc  menagent  les  enter- 
prifes  les  plus  profitables  a  l'exclufion  de  leurs  compatriotes, 
nonobftant  les  defences  qu'iis  en  ont.  Et  de  plus  les  appointe- 
mens  de  ces  perfbnnes  publiquw  font  pris  fur  le  commerce, 
&  e'eft  une  charge  reclle  qu'il  convient  d'eviter ;  ainfi  au  lieu 
de  Confuls,  on  pourroit  envoyer  de  part  &c  d'autre  a  Paris 
&  a  Londres  un  Refule  nt  de  commerce,  pour  y  recevoir  les 
griefs  que  chaque  nation  pourroit  fouftrir,  afin  de  les  reparer 
en  les  reprefentarrt  a  Meffieurs  les  Miniftres  des  deux  Cou- 
ronnes,  &  obtenant  les  ordres  qui  leroient  convenables. 

"  In  relation  to  the  tarifof  the  i  <oth  Septemler,  1664. 

"  The  inclofed  Memorial  gives  an  anfwer  to  this  article, 
upon  which  likewife  the  particular  regulation  of  the  other 
articles  will  depend.  Commiifioners  being  to  be  appointed  to 
that  end. 

M  Concerning  tare  on  goods  imported  into  France. 

"  Les  fujets  du  Roi,  &  tous  ies  ttrangers  tenus  de  payer  lei 
droits  d'entree  fur  les  marchandifes,  fans  faire  diminution  du 
poids  des  emballages,  des  caifles,  &  des  tonneaux,  excepte  les 
foieries,  &  les  epiceries.  On  ne  peut  faire  a  cet  egard,  ni  or- 
donnance  nouvelle,  ni  accorder  ce  qu'on  demande;  k  les 
Anglois  fur  cela  feront  traites  comme  les  Fran$ois. 

A  a  3  «  As 
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approbation  ;  the  others,  your  Lordfhip  fees, 
iiich  as  the  tobacco  farmed,  the  hindering 
merchandife  to  be  vifited  and  conrifcated  by 
reafon  of  deficiency  in  its  goodncfs,  meafure, 
&c.  which  are  againft  the  laws  and  confti- 
tution  of  France,  are  anfvvered  in  the  nega- 
tive, the  reft  yielded  or  referred  to  Com- 
miflloners,  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  in  cir- 
cumftances,  particularly  of  time,  requires ; 
but  this  is  no  explanation  to  your  Lordfhip, 
who  is  perfectly   matter  of  the  whole. 

I  will  not  infill:  upon  my  own  altoniuV 
ment,  that  we  have  no  courier ;  nil  admi- 
rari ;  I  am  a  patient  man,  and  will  leave 
the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  to  chide  you,  which 
is  the  thing  in  the  world  he  can  do  worft. 

vMy  Lord  Trcafurer's  goodnefs  to  me,  has 
left  me  too  ample  a  commiilion  as  to  ex- 
pence,  that  I  dare  not  make  ufe  of  it  with- 
out fome  directions  and  reft.ric~t.ions,  or  marks 
of  its  boundaries ;  I  muft  have  recourfc  to 
vour  jfriendfhip  to  inform  me,  if,  upon  a 
consideration  that  1  am  to  flay  here  till  the 

*'  As  to  what  concerns  the  Tobacco  Farm,  in  France. 

'«  Lcs  Anglois  auront  la  permiffion  de  vendre  leur  tabac  an 
,k  1,  romiiif  les  March* ads  Francois  1'ont.  On  ne  pait 
-  tranger  a  1'ufage  1  tabli  fur  cela  en  Fiance. 

"Agreed.  "  Head  money   and  argent-du-chef  to 

be  reciprocally  aboliflicd." 

renunciation 
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renunciation  and  entry,  at  the  firft  of  which 
I  muft  aflift  by  virtue  of  my  powers,  and  at 
the  fecond  in  honour  to  the  nation  and  the 
Ambaffador ;  if,  I  fay,  1  muft  not  have  horfes 
and  a  coach,  otherwife  than  equipage  hired 
by  the  month,  which,  in  my  conicience,  I 
think  will  coft  me  but  little  more  than  that 
in  which  I  now  am  :  of  this,  I  beg  you  to 
fpeak  to  Lord  Treafurer,  and  give  me  a  hint, 
that  I  may  order  thofe  affairs  accordingly, 
which  in  point  of  time  will  admit  of  no 
delay.  I  may  fwear  to  your  Lordfhip,  and 
you  will  take  my  word  for  it,  that  as  to  my 
own  fatisfaclion,  I  would  not  give  fixpence 
for  the  parading  part ;  what  I  hope  from  my 
little  fervices,  though  zealous  endeavours, 
being  fome  fmall  eftablifhment  at  home,  in 
which  I  may  blefs  the  Queen's  goodnefs,  and 
cultivate  the  honour  of  Lord  Bolingbroke's 
friendship,  whole  very  faithful,  &c. 

M.  Prior. 

I  fend  you  a  cargo  which  1  received  this 
morning  from  Count  Monoftrole  *,  and  my 
Lord  Duke  fends  to  Lord  Dartmouth  a  me- 
morial  from  the  Elector  of  Cologne  ;  my 

*  The  Bavarian  Minifter, 

A  a  4  Lord 
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Lord  Duke  likewife  recommends  the  Duke 
de  St.  Pierre's  affair,  and  I  mould  be  unjuft 
to  Madame  de  Croifly  and  to  Monfieur  de 
Torcy,  if  I  did  not  remind  your  Lordfhip 
of  it ;  for  it  is  with  a  very  pleafing  vanity, 
that  I  hear  them  fay,  Harre  jera  tout  pour 
Matthieu. 

I  fend  you  the  befr,  truffles  in  the  world, 
pray  let  me  by  your  means  make  my  court 
with  them.    Adieu,  my  Lord, 

I  am,  ever  your's. 


Td  Mr.  Prior. 

Whitehall,  January  26,  1712-13. 

THOUGH  you  complain,  dear  Matt,  of 
not  hearing  from  other  parts,  fo  often  as  the 
fervice  feems  to  require,  I  doubt  you  will 
find  that  you  hear  from  me  too  often,  and  I 
pray  to  Heaven  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  do 
not  pafs  the  fame  cenfure  upon  me. 

It  is  fo  necelfary  to  rlniifi,  and  it  is  fo  ne- 
ceffary  not  to  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  bantered 
at  the  clofe  of  the  treaty  out  of  an  advan- 
tage, which  we  have  obtained  in  the  courfe 
of  tl)c  negociation,  that  I  never  could  hold 
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my  pen  ftill,  as  long  as  I  had  a  thought  in 
my  mind  upon  this  fubjecl  unopened. 

You  have  feen  by  this,  that  if  the  article 
of  Newfoundland  admits  of  difficulty,  it  is 
only  becaufe  of  thole  which  France  keeps 
up  with  refpect  to  trade. 

A  fmall  miftake  happened,  and  who  can 
avoid  fome  in  a  work  of  this  length,  extent, 
and  perplexity  ?  but,  I  believe  you  will  agree 
with  me,  that  it  had  better  be  owned  by  us 
than  improved  by  the  French. 

All  impoiitions  laid  lince  the  year  1664, 
are  not  to  be  taken  oft,  but  all  prohibitions 
of  merchandife  of  France,  fays  the  paper  put 
into  your  hands ;  and  as  to  impoiitions,  they 
are  to  be  reduced  to  the  fame  proportion  as 
other  nations  pay. 

I  am  glad  to  nna^the  Duke  and  youfo  well 
pleafed  with  each  other,  you  are  both  in  the 
right. 

My  friendfhip,  dear  Matt,  mail  never  fail 
thee,  employ  it  all,  and  continue  to  love 

BOLINGBROKE. 


To 
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To  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 

Whitehall,  February  3rd,  1712-13. 
INDEED,  my  Lord,  it  is  impoffible  to 
fay  enough  in  commendation  of  that  good 
conduct  which  has  overcome  the  obftinacy 
of  the  Dutch,   and  by  prevailing  on  them 
to  execute  the  barrier  treaty,  has  buried  at 
once  all  their  difputes  with  the  Queen.  The 
Whigs,  who  railed  all  the  while  this  matter 
was  in  fufpence,  and  cried  we  were  going 
to  plunder  the  States,  and  to  undermine  the 
Proteftant  fucceffion,   by  fubftituting  a  very 
bad  treaty  in  lieu  of  a  very  good  one,  have 
already  changed  their  tone,  and  affect  to  de- 
clare that  they  can  have  no  objection  to  this 
treaty,  fince  it  is  in  effect  the  fame  with  that 
which  my   Lord  Townfriend   made.      You 
fee  how  readily  this  faction  take  every  new 
pli  which  their  leaders  think  fit  to  give  them. 
You  are  furely  in  the  right,  when  you  ap- 
pear fo  eager  to  have  every  thing,  as  foon  as 
porfible,  concluded.   The  conference  between 
the   French  and  the   Dutch,  mentioned  in 
one  of 'your  Lordihips*  joint-letters,  fuffici- 
ently  (hows  what  we    are  to  expect   from 
keeping  the  negotiation  any   longer   open. 

The 
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The  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  is  inftrucled  to 
take  up  the  matter  warmly,  and  to  fpeak  a 
language  that,  I  confefs,  I  hope  and  believe, 
will  determine  the  court  of  France,  lince  no 
little  advantage  which  they  might  gain  by 
the  opening  the  campaign,  can. make  them 
amends  for  the  riik  they  run  of  railing  a  new 
ferment  in  Europe,  which  muft  naturally 
happen,  if  the  peace  comes  to  be  delayed 
by  their  fault. 

I  agree  in  the  obfervation  you  make,  as  to 
what  partes  at  Paris.  We  have  got  over  the 
ill  effect  of  too  much  forwarduels,  and  now 
the  game  appears  lb  fafe  and  lb  eafy  to  be 
played,  I  hope  we  mall  not  iiiffer  by  too 
great  caution  ;  I  know  of  no  meafures  taken 
for  Iheltering  any  body,  neither  does  there 
appear  to  me  any  ftorm  in  the  air  to  occa- 
lion  them.  You  and  I,  my  Lord,  have  {ten 
the  time  when  it  was  necelfary  to  a£t,  in 
the  midft  of  danger,  as  if  none  had  been 
near  us ;  but  thole  days  are  pair,  and  the 
bleflins:  will  be  fo  much  the  more  dear  to  us, 
as  we  run  through  the  more  trouble  and  the 
more  peril  in  the  purfuit  of  it. 

I    have    not    yet  had    an  opportunity   of 

breaking  to  the  Marquis  de  Monteleon,  the 

1  requefl 
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requefi:  which  Count  Paffionei  makes  ;  in  a 
day  or  two,  I  will  not  fail  to  prefs  him,  and 
am  not  without  hopes  of  fucceeding.  He 
is  a  man  of  good  abilities,  and  not  half  fo 
much  a  Frenchman  as  he  is  reputed  to  be. 
I  think  I  may  venture  to  fay,  we  have  efta- 
blifhed  already,  through  him,  a  confidence 
with  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  particularly 
with  the  PrincefTe  des  Urnns.  Your  Lord- 
fhip  will,  in  a  fhort  time,  fee  fome  proofs  of 
this,  which  cannot  fail  to  furprize  you  agree- 
ably, and  which  will  not  be  very  welcome  in 
France. 

The  King  of  Pruflia  does  me  a  great  deal 
of  honour,  and  I  will  make  my  acknowledg- 
ments to  his  Majefty  in  the  beft  manner  I 
am  able  ;  to  your  Lordmip  I  may  fay,  that 
I  am  equally  at  a  lofs  to  find  how  I  came  to 
be  out  of  his  good  graces,  or  how  I  came  to 
be  reftored  to  them  again.  As  to  Monfieur 
Grumkow  *,  whom  I  know  extremely  well, 
though  I  never  faw  him  ;  it  is  of  very  little 
moment  what  meafures  he  purfues ;  but  I 
dare  fay,  he  wants  nothing  but  the  oppor- 


*  Pruflian  Refident  at  the  Hague;  he  was  a  General  in  the 
army,  and,  like  the  chief  part  of  the  foreign  commanders,  wjs 
extremely  difappoiuted  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war. 


tunity 
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tunity  to  return  to  thofe  which  he  has  been 
accuftomed  to  io  long. 

What  your  Lordfhip  faid,  both  to  the 
French  and  Dutch,  as  I  find  it  in  your  letter 
of  the  4th,  was  perfectly  right ;  if  the  latter 
confent  to  refer  the  four  fpecies,  as  the 
Queen  has  done,  and  talk  no  more  of  Conde, 
France  muft  chicane  no  more  with  them, 
about  the  extent  of  the  ccffions  which  are  to 
be  made.  The  Queen  will  open  the  true 
irate  of  the  negociation  to  her  Parliament, 
and  to  the  world,  and  let  mankind  be  judges 
at  whofe  door  the  delay  is  to  be  fixed. 

As  to  the  bufinefs  of  Spain,  I  lhall  be  ready 
amply  to  inftrucl:  your  Lordfhip,  and  I  hope 
fo  as  to  leave  you  very  little  trouble,  in  a 
very  few  days  ;  in  the  mean  time,  the  renun- 
ciations muft  be  made  in  France,  and  the 
admiffion  of  the  Spanifh  Minifters  muft  be 
demanded  at  Utrecht  *.  Your  Lordfhip 
will  continue  to  infift  in  thofe  terms,  that 
the  Catalans  be  reftored  to  their  ancient  pri- 
vileges, and  we  will  carry  the  point. 

Your  Chaplain  may  be  aflured  of  my  beft 
fervices,  it  is  enough  that  your  Lordfhip  is 


*  Hitherto,  Spain  had  not  been  permitted  to  fend  Plenipo- 
tentiaries to  the  Congrefs  at  Utrecht. 

2  his 
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his  patron  to  make  me  his  fervant.  I  have 
fpoke  both  for  him  and  for  Mr.  Duret,  and 
will  repeat  my  applications. 

To  tell  your  Lordfhip  the  truth,  I  do  not 
fee  the  Queen  inclined  to  give  anfwer  to  the 
Elector  of  Cologne  *.  She  has  too  much 
trouble  about  one  of  the  brothers,  to  give 
herfelf  more  for  the  other ;  and  beiides,  of  all 
the  Princes  in  Chriftendom,  fhe  thinks  this 
man  deferves  the  leaft  good  at  her  hands. 

The  proxies  your  Lordfhip  fent  being 
dated,  and  a  prorogation  -j-  having  happened 
to-day,  I  am  obliged  to  fend  others  to  you, 
which  I  beg  you  to  fign,  but  leave  other  wife 
quite  in  blank  for  greater  fecurity.  I  will 
take  care  to  inlert  no  name  but  mv  own,  fince 
your  Lordmip  is  fo  good  as  to  intend  me 
that  favour,  or  Lord  Berkeley's.  My  dear 
Lord,  good  night,  all  happinefs  ever  attend 
you.   I  am,  with  the  utmoft  refpect, 

Your  Lordfhip's,  &c. 


*  The  Ele&ors  of  Bavaria  and  Cologne  were  brothers. 
f  For  a  fortnight. 


From 
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From  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury. 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  February  4th,  17 13,  N.S. 
IN  your  Lordfhip's  letter  of  the  ;th  Ja- 
nuary, N.S.,   1  was  promiied  that,  this  day 
was   a  fortnight,  a  melTenger  mould  be  dif- 
patched  hither,   I  concluded  that  what  Mr. 
Prior  firft,  and  I  had  fince  writ,  upon  the  dif- 
ficulty we  found  in  the  main  article  of  com- 
merce, as  well  as  upon  Newfoundland,  would 
haften  that  exprefs ;  but  none  coming,  I  can 
no  longer  diffemble  my  impatience,  but  con- 
fefs  to  you,  I  make  a  figure  not  very  credit- 
able to  the  miniftry  or  myfelf,  to  remain  in 
fuch  a  conjuncture  thus  long  without  know- 
ing any  thing  from  home,   but  what  comes 
printed  in  the  Poft-Poy  *.     The  neceffity  of 
bringing  this  treaty  to  a  fpeedy  decifion  one 
way  or  other,  is  as  evident  as  the  delay  in 
giving  orders    upon  it   is  wonderful ;    God 
fend  it  a  happy  conclufion,  and  me  well  at 
Heathrop  ! 

Your  Lordihip   will   fee    by  Mr.   Prior's 
letter  to  you,  and  by  mine  to   Lord  Dart- 


*  A  newfpaper  fo  called. 

mouth 
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mouth,  what  this  King  now  offers  upon  the 
main  articles  of  commerce:  if  it  be  judged 
iufficient  in  England,  and  the  expedient  Mr. 
Prior  fent  a  month  iince  about  Newfound- 
land, may  be  accepted  ;  I  hope  her  Majefty 
will  give  immediate  directions  to  the  Pleni- 
potentiaries, to  conclude  at  Utrecht ;  but 
if  they  are  not  fatis  factory  *  let  it  be  known 
without  farther  lofs  of  time,  for  befides  that 
delay  is  highly  prejudicial  in  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftance,  it  looks  like  irrefolution,  and  is 
enough  to  lofe  a  caufe  which  might  be  other* 
wife  gained  ;  I  fhall  only  add,  that  if  her 
Majefty  infifts  upon  the  article  of  Newfound- 
!and,in  the  ftricl  terms  of  my  laft  inftructions, 
it  is  a  matter  they  think  of  fuch  confequencd 
to  them,  that  it  will  be  requifite  your  Lord- 
fhip  and  Lord  Treafurer  mould  write  to 
Monfieur  de  Torcy,  in  a  mod:  pofitive  and 
rcfolute  flyle,  and  let  him  underftand  the 
peace  cannot  be  had  without  it ;  as  to  the 
heads  of  commerce,  I  confels  myt'elf  fo  igno- 
rant, that  when  they  defcend  to  particulars, 
it  is  impofliblc  for  me  to  debate  upon  them* 
and  the  furefr.  way,  and  fpeedicft  method 
would  be  to  fend  ibmebody  well  verfed  in- 
trade,  to  argue  thole  points  at  Utrecht. 

1  have 
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I  have  fent  to  Lord  Dartmouth  the  cafes 
df  the  Duke  of  St.  Pierre  ;  you  are  inform- 
ed of  his  pretentions,  and  know  the  fhare 
the  Colbert  family  take  in  this  affair,  fo 
doubt  not  but  what  is  proper  and  juft  her 
Majefty  will  do  in  this  particular,  in  confe- 
deration of  Madame  de  Croiili  and  Monfieur 
de  Torcy,  who  omit  no  opportunity  of 
mowing  their  refpecl:  to  her  Majefty,  and  to 
whoever  any  way  belongs  to  her.  I  am 
juft  got  out  of  a  fhort  lit  of  the  gout, 
which  hindered  my  going  to  Verfailles  lafl 
Week,  1  dciign  to  be  there  in  two  or  three 
days ;  by  the  peevifhnefs  of  my  letters  you 
will  fufpecl:  I  am  not  quite  recovered,  but 
this  being  writ  to  Lord  Bolingbroke  as  to 
a  friend,  and  not  as  Secretary  of  State,  I 
have  opened  my  heart  hncerely  and  without 
difguife,  as  I  do  when  I  aflure  youj  I  am, 

My  Lord,  &c.  Shrewsbury. 


From  the  Duke  from  Shrew/bury. 
My  Lord, 

Verfailles,  February  7th,  N.S.  17 13. 

THE  melTenger  arrived  at  Paris  on  Sa- 
turday night,  and  on  Sunday  Mr.  Prior  came 
hither   with  the    article,  which  he  left  in 

Vol.  III.  B  b  Monfieur 
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Monfieur  de  Torcy's  hands  till  I  came, 
which  was  yefterday;  Monfieur  de  Torcy 
having  examined  the  article,  and  mowed  it 
to  the  King,  told  me  laft  night  it  was  all 
agreed  to,  except  thefe  laft  words,  omnino  in 
contrariurriy  &c.  which  he  infilled  would 
give  us  opportunity,  in  cafe  the  commif- 
fioners  came  to  no  agreement,  within  the 
time  prefcribed,  to  demand  the  exemption 
from  thofe  fpeeies,  which  are  excepted  in  the 
body  of  the  article  ;  and  propofed  either  an 
explanatory  claufe,  that  the  power  of  the 
Commiflioners  mould  be  underftood  to  be 
confined  to  thofe  fpeeies  only,  or  to  have 
the  claufe  abfolutely  left  out ;  I  could  not 
think  it  proper  to  confent  to  either  of  thefe 
propofals,  judging  the  article  to  have  been 
maturely  weighed  and  confidered,  and  not 
forefeeing  what  effect  any  alteration  therein 
might  produce,  I  chofe  rather  to  give  the 
miniftry  the  inclofed  note  *,  which  I  con- 
clude 

*  "  Pour  lever  la  dUEctfte  a  l'egard  des  derniers  paroles  de 
l'article,  intitule',  ;'//  locum  9^  10  art.  %'rartatus  tie  Commercio, 
Comme  li,  pol'ant  lc  cas  que  les  Commiflaires  ne  s'accordaflcnt 
point  au  bout  du  terns  prd'erit,  on  pouvoit  s'en  prevaloir  a 
drmander  des  avantages  nouveaux,  j'entends  que  la  Reine  nc 
pretend  pas,  en  vtrtu  dd  e«t  article,  de  tirer  d'autres  avantages 
da  tarif  de  1664,  que  ceux  qui  fcront  accorde  par  la  Fiance 
aux  Hollandols,  par  la  paix  prochainc,  &   que  Monfieur  Ie 

Due 
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elude  to  be  her  Majedy's  fenfe,  and  con- 
fbnant  to  the  tenour  of  the  article  ;  fo  that, 
taking  this  article  to  be  fettled,  I  have  agreed 
to  the  other  of  Newfoundland,  and  have 
obtained,  that  the  Ifle  of  Sable  is  yielded 
to  us,  and  makes  our  boundary  on  the  fide 
of  Acadia. 

I  do  not  doubt  but  this  exprefs  will  arrive 
foon  enough  for  the  opening  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  her  Majedy  declaring  in  her 
fpeeeh,  that  (lie  has  flnifhed  with  France, 
will  facilitate  and  haden  our  allies  to  make 
their  peace.  Monfieur  de  Torcy  aflures  me, 
that  orders  are  already  given,  and  (hall  be 
repeated  to  their  Plenipotentiaries,  to  (how 
the  allies,  that  by  the  faired  and  opened 
proceedings,  France  is  willing  to  come  to  a 
(peedy  conclulion. 

I  thought  it  of  confequence  not  to  lofe  a 
moment  in  difpatching  this  courier,  which 
has  not  yet  allowed  me  time  to  enter  into 
the  other  particulars,  fome  of  which  will  oc- 
cafion  longer  debates.     I  am,  my  Lord,  &c. 

Shrewsbury. 

Due  d'Aumont  eft  en  droit,  s'iljuge  n6ceflaire  de  demander 
une  telle  explication  a  Londres. 

"  Fait  a  Verfailles,  ce  7ine  Fevrier,  171 3. 

"  Shrewsbury." 

B  b  2  From 
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From  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury. 
My  Lord, 

Verfailles,  February  7th,  17 13,  N.S. 

COMMERCE  is  a  thing  I  underftand 
fo  little,  that  I  was  much  alarmed  when. 
Monfieur  de  Torcy  propofed  leaving  out  the 
laft  words  of  the  article  your  Lordfhips  fent 
over.  This  King's  Council  fufpecled  we 
defigned  by  that  laft  claufe,  to  obtain  an 
exemption  of  duty  upon  thofe  very  fpecies 
excepted  in  the  body  of  the  article  ;  I,  con- 
cluding no  fuch  thing  was  intended,  chole 
rather  to  fign  the  papers  I  have  lent  in- 
clofed,  than  to  alter  or  leave  out  one  word 
of  the  articles.  I  hope  I  have  adted  ac- 
cording to  her  Majefty's  intention,  and  that 
all  difputes  concerning  our  interefls  are  now 
fettled,  which  if  I  find  fo  underftood  in  Eng- 
land at  the  return  of  the  next  courier,  it 
will  be  time  I  mould  demand  the  renun- 
ciation thefe  Princes  are  to  make  to  the 
crown  of  Spain,  upon  which,  I  hope  herMa- 
jefty  will  fend  her  orders. 

to   the    departure  of  the    Chevalier, 

Monfieur  de  Torcy  told  me,  the  King  had 

thought  on  an  expedient,  viz,  to  fend  him 

2  to 
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to  Nancy  ;  I  made  no  reply,  not  knowing 
whether  that  would  be  conftrued  in  Eng- 
land fending  him  out  of  France. 

The   Duke    of  Berwick*,   jufr.   returned 
triumphant  from  Spain,  was  this  morning  in 
the    apartments ;    he   defired    Monfieur   de 
Torcy  to  enquire  of  me,  whether  his  vilit 
would  be  acceptable,  if  he  came  to  fee  me 
at  Paris.     I  anfwered,  I  had  no  difficulty  to 
j>ay  the  Duke  of  Berwick  all  refpecl  due  to 
him  in  a  third  place,  but  hoped  he  would 
not  give  himfelf  the  trouble  of  viliting  me, 
Uecaufe  I  could  not  return  it,  and  mould  be 
very  lorry  to  be  forced  to  do  an  uncivil  thing 
to  a  perfon  of  his  quality  and  merit.      A 
jittle  while  after,  Moniieur  de  Torcy  brought 
him  to  make  me  a  compliment  in  the  King's 
bed-chamber,  and  being  invited  to  dine  at 
the  Duke  de  Noailles,  where  he  dined  al- 
io, all  palfcd  civilly  between  us.       I  defire 
your  Lordfhip  will  inform  her  Majefty  and 
Lord  Treafurer  of  this,  and  if  I  have  done 
too  much  or  too  little,  let  me  right  for  the 

*  Natural  fon  of  King  James  II,  by  Arabella  Churchill, 
fifter  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  created,  1687,  Duke  of 
Berwick  by  his  father;  he  was  Grandee  of  Spain,  Knight  of 
the  Golden  Fleece,  and  in  1734,  was  killed  at  the  fiege  of 
Philiplburg,  being  at  that  time  Generalifiimo  of  the  French 
forces 

B  b  3  future. 
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future.  Several  Englifh  gentlemen  of  the 
St.  Germain's  Court,  have  afked  to  vifit 
me,  but  I  have  let  them  understand  I  dc- 
fired  to  be  excufed ;  and  not  having  feen  my 
own  aunt,  others  would  be  in  the  wrong  if 
they  took  it  ill,     I  am,  &c. 

Shrewsbury, 


To  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  February  4th,  17 12-13. 

I  WAS  not  at  all  furprifed  at  the  uneaii- 
nefs  which  you  expreiTed  in  your  letter  of 
the  4th,  and  I  flatter  myfelf  your  Grace  re- 
members fo  well  on  what  foot  you  left  us, 
that  you  do  not  blame  me,  if  the  mefTenger 
was  not  difpatched  on  the  day  1  fixed. 

I  acquainted  the  Queen  with  what  your 
Grace  mentions  of  your  conduct  towards  the 
Duke  of  Berwick,  and  fuch  of  the  St.  Ger- 
main's Court  as  have  afked  to  vifit  you, 
and  am  commanded  to  fay,  that  fhe  thinks 
your  Grace  has  done  neither  too  much  nor 
too  little. 

Though  I  have  not  time  at  prefent  to  ap- 
prise your  Grace  of  all  the  particulars,  yet 

I  cannot 
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I  cannot  omit  acquainting  you,  that  our 
negociations  with  the  Court  of  Spain  fuc- 
ceed  beyond  our  expectations,  and  that  Mr. 
Gilligan  deferves  to  have  his  ftatue  erected. 
I  hope  in  few  days  to  have  finimed  the  pro- 
ject of  the  Spanifh  treaty  with  the  MarquL 
de  Monteleon,  who  proves  more  than  we 
were  made  to  expect.  I  cannot  fay  the  fame 
of  the  Due  d'Aumont.  He  has  about  him 
feveral  people  who  know  nothing  of  our 
affairs.  He  knows  lefs,  and  both  they  and 
he  fancy  they  know  even  more  than  we  who 
are  on  the  fpot :  this  makes  me  apprehend 
that  the  accounts  which  he  gives  of  the 
ftate  of  things  may  be  often  miftaken,  and 
therefore  I  judged  it  neceflary  to  give  your 
Grace  this  hint.  He  receives  penny-poft 
letters  and  intelligence  from  refugees,  and 
believes  them  all.  You  will  laugh  when 
I  tell  you,  that  he  had  taken  it  the  other  day 
into  his  head,  that  the  reafon  for  proroguing 
the  Parliament  was  becaufe  the  Queen  durfl 
not  ftir  abroad,  left  (he  mould  be  affaffinated  ! 

I  am,  &c. 


Bb  4  To 


« 
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To  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  Feb.  4th,  17 12-13. 

YOUR  Grace's  letters  of  the  4th  were 
followed  {q  quickly  by  thofe  of  the  7th,  that 
I  had  hardly  time  to  take  part  in  the  uneafi- 
nefs  which  your  Grace  expreffes  in  the 
former. 

The  Queen,  my  Lord,  is  extremely  pleafe4 
to  find  the  article  of  commerce  fettled,  and 
by   that,  all  her  material    differences  with 
France  adjufted.     We  cannot  fee  that  there 
was  the  leaft  ground  for  the   apprehenfion 
which  the  French  Minifters  pretended  to  be 
in,  that  by  thofe  words,  omnino  in  contrarium, 
§cc.  we  fhould  have  an  opportunity,  in  cafe 
the  Commiflioners  came  to  no  agreement,  to 
demand  an  exemption  of  thofe  fpecies  which 
are  excepted  in  the  body  of  the  article.  The 
Queen  has  no  defign  but  what  your  Grace 
lays  down  ill  the  explanatory  paper  which 
you*  gave  to  the   Minifters  of  France,  and 
indeed  the   words   which  immediately  pre- 
cede thofe  objected  to  by  the  French,  {how 
plainly  that  her  Majefty  claims  the  benefit 
of  the  tarif  of  1664  no  otherwife  than  as 
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it   mall   be  granted  to  the  fubjecls  of  any 
other,  the  moft  favoured  nation. 

It  is  certainly  now  time  that  your  Grace 
mould  demand  the  renunciations  which  the 
Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  tire  to 
make  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  I  fuj 
pofe  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  fends  you  her 
Majefty's  orders  which  were  yefterday  given 
in  council,  to  that  purpofe.  I  write  like- 
wife  by  this  port  to  the  Plenipotentiary 
at  Utrecht,  that  their  Lordmips  are  now  to 
Remand  the  admiflion  of  the  Spanim  Mini- 
fters  into  the  Congrefs,  to  which  overture 
there  will,  without  doubt,  be  no  oppofition 
from  any  quarter. 

Thus,  my  Lord,  every  thing  tends  to  a 
conclufion,  and  the  Queen  is  glad  to  hear 
the  orders  are  already  given  to  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries,  to  (how  the  allies,  that, 
by  the  faireft  and  opened:  proceedings,  France 
is  willing  to  come  to  a  fpeedy  end  of  the 
treaty  ;  but  I  am  commanded  at  the  fame 
time  to  fay  to  your  Grace,  that  her  Majefty 
wifhes  the  late  behaviour  of  the  French 
Minifters  at  Utrecht  had  been  influenced  by 
fuch  a  principle. 

I  inclofe  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the 

Queen's 
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Queen's  Plenipotentiaries,  by  which  you  will 
fee,  my  Lord,  in  what  manner  the  Minifters 
of  France  thought  fit  to  treat  thole  of  the 
States-General,  in  the  firfr.  conference  they 
had  with  them,  after  the  difpute  about  Mon- 
sieur de  Rechteren's  affair  had  been  accom- 
modatedf  and  the  Dutch  had  given  the  fa- 
tisfacYion  required.  The  Queen  would  have 
your  Grace  take  notice  of  this  to  Monfieur 
de  Torcy,  as  a  matter  which  infinitely  fur- 
prifed  and  concerned  her  Majefty,  and  upon 
thisoccafion  put  the  Minifter  again  in  mind 
of  the  rule  which  her  Majefty  laid  down  (6 
long  ago,  and  from  which  me  neither  has 
nor  will  depart.  Since  the  Dutch  treat, 
fince  they  defire  in  earneft  to  conclude,  fince 
they  will  drop  the  contefts  about  Conde  and 
about  the  four  fpecies,  the  Queen  cannot 
abandon,  nor  fign  her  treaty  without  them  ; 
fhould  the  States  fland  off,  on  account  of  the 
two  laft  mentioned  points,  they  would  be  in 
the  wrong,  and  the  Queen  would  wait  no 
longer  for  them  ;  but  if  they  refufed  to  fign 
till  France  yields  the  Chatcllenies  promifed, 
in  fuch  manner,  and  according  to  fuch  li- 
mits, as  France  has  pofleffed  them,  then 
they  are  in  the  right,  and  the  Queen  will 

wait 
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wait  for  them,  efpoufe  their  caufe,  and  (land 
and  fall  with  them. 

The  Miniflers  of  France  having  thought 
fit  to  difbwn  the  propofition  which  the 
Queen  believed  they  would  have  flood  to, 
relating  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  her  Ma- 
jefly  does  not  fee  how  Ihe  can  farther  in- 
tereft  herfelf  in  that  affair  ;  her  intention 
therefore  at  prefent  is,  to  leave  the  parties 
concerned  to  wrangle  upon  the  feveral  ex- 
pedients that  are  ftarted.  It  is  not  to  be 
fuppofed  that  a  little  more  or  a  little  lefs 
to  this  Prince  will  occafion  the  continuance 
of  the  war ;  they  will,  among  themtelves, 
fall  upon  fomething  or  other  at  lafl ;  the 
Queen  will  impute  no  plan  upon  either 
party.  Perhaps,  by  the  next  courier  I  may 
have  fome  overture  to  infinuate  to  your 
Grace,  which  will  put  the  generofity  of 
France  to  a  trial ;  for  if  the  King  expects  fo 
much  from  the  Empire  in  favour  of  his 
ally,  it  will  become  natural  for  the  Em- 
pire to  expect  a  little  from  his  Majeflv.  The 
weaknefs  remaining  in  the  Queen's  feet, 
after  a  pretty  fevere  ht  of  the  gout,  has 
been  the  principal  motive  for  proroguing 
the    Parliament    to   the    1 7th    inftant ;  the 

Queen 
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Queen  will  then  open  a  full  and  true  ftate 
of  the  treaty  to  the  world  :  a  little  candour, 
a  little  facility,  on  the  part  of  France  to 
the  allies,  will  procure  fuch  refolutions  here 
as  mull:  determine  all  of  them  to  conclude. 
If  your  Grace  cannot  make  men  realbn- 
able,  they  are  very  far  gone  in  folly  ;  my 
fpirit  is,  therefore,  eafy  3  and  I  pcrfuade 
myfelf  beforehand,  that  you  will  procure 
fuch  orders  to  be  fent  to  the  French  Mini- 
fters  at  Utrecht,  as  may  enable  thofe  of  her 
Majefty  to  prefs  the  allies,  and  may  make 
it  fit  for  them  to  declare  that  the  Queen  is 
ready  to  fign,  and  me  will  flay  no  longer  for 
any  one.     I  am,  &c. 

BoLINGBROKE. 


From  Mr.  Prior. 
My  Lord, 

Verfailles,  February  7th,  17 13. 
I  NEED  not  enter  into  the  particulars  of 
your  Lordfhip's  letter  of  the  19th,  or  fay 
any  thing  more  of  the  article  and  explana- 
tion of  it  fent  from  hence  by  Philips  on  Sa- 
turday, but  mall  proceed  to  tell  you,  that 
the  Latin  article  which  you  fent  us  by  Bar- 
ton, 
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ton,    who  arrived   here    fome    hours   after 
Philips's  departure,  is  agreed  to,  and  the  Ifle 
de  Sable  yielded  to  us  as  the  boundary  of 
Acadia.    What  rny  Lord  Duke  writes  to  you, 
explains  Monlieur  de  Torcy's  apprehenfion 
of  what  we  might  pretend  in  virtue  of  the 
laft  claufe,  in  cafe  the  CommHlioners  mould 
come  to  no  agreement  in  the  time  prefcrib- 
ed,  the  remedies  he  propofed  to  obviate  this 
difficulty,  and  the  aflurance  which  my  Lord 
Duke  has  given  the  Miniftry  of  the  fenfe  in 
which  the  article  is  to  be  underftood.  I  own 
to  you,  my  Lord,  that  the  thing  had  been 
fo  bandied  about,  that  it  grew  confuted,  and 
that   I  think,   by  explaining   our   meaning 
on  both  fides,  we  began  to  have  our  inten- 
tions fufpecled ;  but  our  apprehenlions  that 
the  French  were  bringing  us  to  a  new  prin- 
ciple, and  their  fear  that  we  defired  more 
than  I  am  of  opinion   we  did   defign,  are 
cured  by  the  article  as  you  lent  it,  and  J 
took  it,  as  to  what  nothing  could  be  added, 
and  from  what  nothing  mould  be  diminifh- 
ed  -,  fo  that,  once  more  thanking  your  Lord- 
ihip  for  it,  and  hoping  you  will  approve  of 
what  has  been  done  upon  it,    I  congratu- 
late 
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late  your  having  fmifhed  all  that  we  had  to 
decide  with  this  nation. 

As  I  had  a  very  fair  opportunity,  upon 
our  own  affair  thus  fmifhed,  to  enter  with 
Monfieui  de  Torcy  upon  the  general  plan  of 
peace,  I  led  him  into  the  fenfe  of  your  let- 
ter, and  am  glad  to  tell  you,  that  he  aflures 
me  their  Plenipotentiaries  have  already,  and 
fhall  have,  repeated  orders  to  make  fuch  pro- 
pofals  to  e^ery  one  of  the  allies,  as  fhall 
mow  the  fincere  and  earnefl  defire  that 
France'  has  to  come  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion, 
and  keep  our  allies  in  the  wrong,  in  cafe  they 
are  ill  enough  advifed  to  delay  any  longer  : 
the  fame  doctrine  my  Lord  Duke  of  Shrewf- 
bury  has  with  more  efficacy,  as  with  much 
greater  ability,  inculcated  fo  well,  that  I  do 
not  doubt  but  you  will  have  the  good  effects 
of  it  from  Utrecht. 

I  will  detain  your  Lordfhip  no  longer 
from  what  my  Lord  Duke  writes  to  you, 
than  to  affure  you  that  I  *mi,  &c. 

M.  Prior, 


To 
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Ti?  Mr.  Prior. 
Dear  Matt, 

Whitehall,  Febuary  4th,  1712-13. 

HAVING  writ  largely  both  in  my  private 
and  public  difpatch  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewf- 
bury,  I  fball  give  you  by  this  courier  very 
little  trouble.  We  are  at  an  end  I  think  of 
our  difputes  with  France  relating  to  our  own 
interefls,  I  am  Aire  we  are  ready  to  conclude 
with  Spain,  fo  that  the  French  have  it  now 
in  their  power,  as  foon  as  they  pleafe,  to  fi- 
niuh  the  great  work  -,  in  order  to  this  they 
mull  put  on  another  character  than  they  took 
in  their  conference  with  the  Dutch  Minifters 
at  Utrecht.  If  as  fall:  as  we  can  make  the 
allies  yield,  thefe  Gentlemen  rife  in  their  de- 
mands, there  will  be  no  end.  1  know  that  the 
States  will  agree  to  refer  the  coniideration  of 
the  four  fpecies,  as  the  Queen  has  done ; 
they  mud,  and  will,  drop  the  demand  of 
Conde  ;  in  this  cafe  therefore  we  will  not,  we 
ought  not,  to  fign  without  them  ;  they  have 
been  in  the  wrong  hitherto,  but  France  may, 
by  chicaning  about  the  dependencies  of  the 
Chatellanies  to  be  yielded,  put  them  in  the 
right. 

3  The 
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The  Queen  is  not  yet  able  to  walk,  though^ 
God  be  praifed  !  fhe  is  perfectly  recovered  of 
her  indifpofition  which  alarmed  us  laft  week; 
and  therefore  chiefly  the  Parliament  is  again 
prorogued  to  the  feVenteerith ;  but  another 
conlideration  was,  that  fince  the  allies  do  iri 
earneft  treat,  and  are  preffing  to  conclude,  her 
Majefty  was  defirous  to  fee  before  fhe  fpoke 
to  the  two  houfes,  in  what  manner  the  French 
would  proceed ;  for  fhe  is  determined  to  open 
the  true  fiate  of  the  negociations,  and  to  let 
the  world  know  where  the  blame  of  delay  is 
to  be  imputed.  1  hope  our  friend,  Monfieur 
de  Torcy,  will  prevail  on  his  Court  to  pre- 
ierve  to  the  end  that  candour,  that  fpirit  of 
facility,   that  bonne  foi,  with  which  they  be- 


gan. 


Adieu,  &c. 

BOLINGBROKE, 


Prom  Mr.  Prior  *j 

My  Lord, 

Paris,  February  12th,  1713. 
I  WILL  no  way   doubt    but   that   the 
rrielfcnger    whom    we  diipatched   hence  the 

*  Received  by  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer. 

feventh 
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fcventh.  has  freed  you  from  all  the  apprehen- 
fions  which  you  were  under  when  you  writ 
to  me  on  the  22d  of  January  ;   and  as  I  told 
you   by  that  meffenger,   fo  I  repeat  to  you, 
thut  I  have  put  every  word  of  your  doctrine 
into  practice,  in  relation  to  France,  juftifying 
itfelf  to  the  world  in  its  real  defire  of  a  fpeedy 
and  equitable  peace,  and  putting  the  allies  in 
the  wrong  (or  indeed  keeping  them  fo)  in  cafe 
they  ftand  out  any  longer ;   I  find  Monfieur 
de  Torcy  had   already    fent  fuch   orders   to 
Utrecht ;  that  our  Plenipotentiaries  write  the 
French  are  more  eaiy  as  to  the  garrifoning 
thole  towns  in  which  the  Elector  of  Bavaria 
is  concerned.    Monfieur  de   Torcy  has  faid, 
but  defired  it  fhould  not  appear  as  from  him 
in  writing,  that  it  is  underftood  that  Prince's 
property  in  thofe  places,  is  no  longer  to  be 
referved  to  him,  than  till  he  mail  be  put  into 
porTeffion   of  his  dominions  in  Germany,  the 
Upper  Palatinate  excepted,  and  of  the  king- 
dom of  Sardinia ;  he  confents  that  Nieuport 
mould  have  an  Englifh  garrifon,  the  town  of 
Namur  a  Dutch,  the  citadel  a  Bavarian  gar- 
rifon, in  Charleroy  a  Dutch,  and  in  Luxem- 
bourg a  Bavarian  :  that  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  made  between  the  King  of  the  Romans 
Vol.  III.  C  c  and 
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and  the  Electrice,  in  1704,  mould  be  required 
by  the  Elector's  Ministers,  or  by  what  other 
canal    mould    be  judged  proper ;    that   the 
Queen  would  be  pleafed  to  affift  him,  in  that 
or  any  other  juft  demand  he  may  make,  al- 
ways, underftanding,  as  I  make  Monlieur  de 
Torcy  always  understand,  that  her  Majefty  is 
under  no  other  obligation  but  that  of  her  own 
generality,  and  engaged  no  farther  than  as  i« 
fpecified  in  the  propofal  concerning  Tournay, 
as  I  brought  it  over  to  England.     We  mall 
find  no  great  difficulty  as  to  the  garrifoning 
Bonne  and  Liege  ;   the  Eleclor  of  Cologne 
and  his  Chapter,  as  he  is  Bifhop  of  Liege, 
diiagreeing,    will    make   the  garrifoning   the 
town  of  Liege  eafy  enough  for  the  other  par- 
ties to  appoint ;   that  of  Bonne,  if  Imperial 
troops  or  thofe  of  the  circle,  will  make  no 
great  difference  ;  and  Huy  will  be  allowed  to 
be  garrifoned  by  Holland  troops,  as  its  neigh- 
bourhood to  Maeftricht  will  very  well  juftify. 
I  am  very  apprehenfive  we  fhall  not  get 
the  villages  in  difpute  for  Savoy,  though  the 
Duke  of  Shrewsbury  has  offered   the  equi- 
valent,   Monficur   de  Torcy   ftill  perfifting 
that  his  Royal  Highnefs  knows  already  that 
it  is  the  ancient  domain  of  France  which  he 

afks, 
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afks,  and  has  neither  right  or  pretence  to. 
He  eternally  refers  me  to  what  he  has  writ 
to  your  Lordfhip  upon  that  iubjecl,  and  to 
the  anfwers  which  the  French  Plenipoten- 
tiaries have  made  at  Utrecht  on  that  head  ; 
but  as  we  go  to-morrow  to  Verfailles,  and 
mail  fpeak  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy  again  of  this 
and  every  other  point  yet  undecided,  upon 
which  in  a  few  days  we  mall  fend  you  an 
account,  what  I  now  write  is  referable  to 
what  we  mall  then  confirm,  which,  to  my 
utmoft,  I  mall  endeavour  to  have  luch  as 
may  correfpond  with  the  ideas  you  have  given 
me. 

As  to  the  Dutch,  I  have  told  you  many 
a  day  fince  that  the  four  ipecies  would  never 
be  yielded  as  in  the  tarif  of  1664,  the  yield- 
ing it  being  deftruclive  to  the  manufactures, 
fifhery,  and  colonies  of  this  kingdom  ;  and 
as  to  the  fifhery,  as  it  will  ftand  in  relation 
to  us  about  Newfoundland,  the  people  of 
Weft  France  are  very  ill  fatisfied ;  and  our 
good  friends  at  Amsterdam  you  will  find  not 
much  better  fatisfied  than  the  French,  though 
it  does  not  direclly  tend  to  their  difadvan- 
tage. 

This  is  all  I  have  at  prefent  to  fay  to  your 
C  c  2  Lordfhip* 
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Lordfhip  in  relation  to  the  public ;  I  leave 
it  to  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer*,  who  does  me 
the  favour  to  bring  you  this  letter,  to  repeat 
to  you,  amongft  the  circum fiances  of  private 
life,  that  I  am,  &c. 

M.  Prior. 

Mademoifelle  Noailles  is  to  be  married 
this  day  fev'nnight  to  old  Chateaurenaults 
only  fon,  and  I  am  to  be  at  the  wedding ; 
Duchefs  Noailles  is  very  much  your  fervant; 
we  all  dined  there  lad:  week  very  fplendidly. 

Pray  fend  us  the  Queen's  fpeech  immedi- 
ately. We  have  no  tidings  of  your  fhip. 
Once  more,  my  dear  Lord,  your's  ever. 


From  Mr.  Prior. 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  February  13th,  ten  at  night,  1713. 
I  HAD  fealed  the  inclofed,  and  was  going 
to  Verfailles  with  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury, 
when  the  courier,  Haywood,  in  his  journey 

*  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  had  intended  to  go  to  Italy,  but  the 
critical  fituation  of  affairs  induced  the  Miniftry  to  folicit  his 
fpoedy  return,  though  he  had  not  proceeded  upon  his  journey 
farther  than  Paris. 

to 
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to  Spain,  brought  me  your  Lordfhip's  of  the 
24th  and  26th;  pray  believe  that  I  can  never 
hear  often  enough  from  you,  and  that  your 
orders  muft  always  guide  me.  I  am  very 
apprehenfive  that  the  accident  of  the  Duke 
d'Aumont's  houfe  being  burnt,  will  be  im- 
proved into  a  plot ;  and  1  know  thefe  people 
well  enough  to  allure  you,  that  many  of 
them  will  be  of  the  fame  opinion. 

The  article  of  commerce  as  agreed  here, 
and  returned  for  the  approbation  of  what 
my  Lord  Duke  declared  upon  it,  has  made 
all  difcourfe  upon  that  lubjecl  ufelefs  ;  how- 
ever, in  anfwer  toyour's  of  the  24th,  lean- 
not  but  obferve,  that  what  is  exprefled  in 
my  memorial  of  the  7th  of  January,  which 
they  call  remife  par  le  Sieur  Prior,  was  re- 
ceived from  Monlieur  de  Torcy,  and  fent, 
not  as  conclufive,  but  as  to  be  redrefled,  in 
order  to  be  agreed,  or  as  wholly  to  be  re- 
jected ;  and  even  there,  prohibitions,  droits, 
&  impots,  the  two  latter  words  could  be  un- 
derftood  only  as  relative  to  prohibitions,  and 
fignifying  that  all  laws  made  in  Great  Britain 
for  prohibiting  the  goods  or  merchandifes  of 
France,  f jail  be  repealed,  which  are  the  words 
of  the  article  from  Utrecht,  this  being  con- 
C  c  3  fonant 
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ibnant  to  the  bafis  upon  which  our  com- 
merce was  to  be  fettled,  and  this  explication 
anfwering  to  the  lafl  words  of  my  former 
proportion,  nous  tacherons  <TajuJler,  &c.  which 
I  fent  your  Lordfhip  inclofed  in  my  letter 
from  hence  of  the  29th  December  lafl. 

Now  again,  I  muft  own  that,  in  civil  and 
general  terms,  I  thought  I  was  to  make  them 
as  eafy  as  I  could  confent  to  the  amicijfima 
gens,  to  which  you  fee  they  have  given  an- 
other colour  and  turn,  having  endeavoured, 
as  you  fee,  to  embroil  and  entangle  this  bufi- 
nefs,  both  at  Utrecht  and  London,  while 
they  let  it  fleep  without  faying  one  word 
of  it  here ;  nay,  not  even  when,  or  fince, 
they  received  the  Latin  article,  which,  I 
thank  God  !  has  not  received  an  iota  of  al- 
teration ;  but  fure,  if  they  had  understood 
that  I  was  concerting  with  them  fo  widely 
from  what  that  article  announces,  they  would 
have  faid  fo,  not  only  to  me,  but  to  the 
Duke  of  Shrewsbury  ;  and  their  filence  upon 
that  head  is  a  fairer  argument  than  any  I  can 
frame  by  troubling  you  longer  upon  it.  I 
will  therefore  leave  it,  when  I  have  con- 
feffed  the  cxpreflion  is  fuch  as  is  capable  to 
be  wrefted,   if  disjoined,   from   the  whole 

tenour 
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tenour  of  the  negotiation;  but  the  offering 
to  wreft  it,  and  fending  it  to  Utrecht  as  a 
thing  done,  was  by  no  means  fair  or  ge- 
nerous. 

Upon  another  occafion,  I  have  fomething 
of  the  like  nature:  it  has  b^en  urged  at  Lon- 
don, that  the  ceiiion  of  Tournay  was  only 
made  reciprocally,  the  Queen  being  obliged 
to  procure  for  the  Eltclor  of  Bavaria  the 
proprietary  porTeffion  of  the  four  places  to 
which  he  pretended,  or  to  get  him  Lim- 
burg  inftead  of  Luxembourg  ;  whereas,  the 
.memorial  with  which  I  charged  myfelf, 
when  I  waited  on  you  in  England,  has  a 
claufe  in  it  that  particularly  fpecifies  her  Ma- 
jefty  to  be  under  no  obligation,  but  that  of 
her  own  generofity ;  and  the  matter  of  Lim- 
burg  was  not  fo  much  as  propofed  to  me, 
nor  had  I  heard  of  it,  otherwife  than  in  the 
general  plan  of  peace,  propofed  to  be  fepa- 
rated  from  the  Pays-Bas  and  given  to  the 
Elector  Palatine,  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
Upper  Palatinate.  Mem,  by  Gaukier,  in  Nov, 
171 1. 

I  have  troubled  you,  my   dear  Lord,  too 

long  ;  I  (hall  be  constantly  upon  my  guard> 

and  more  fo  than  I  have  been,  with  thefe 

C'c  4  people, 
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people,  being  very  glad  that  we  have  finiflv 
with  them,  as  to  our  own  affairs,  and  impa- 
tient  to  hear  what  her   Majefty  lap  to  b 
Parliament  on  that  head. 

Give  me  leave,  once  more,  to  thank  you 
for  the  kindnefs  of  your  laft  letter,  and  to 
beg  the  continuance  of  your  friendfhip.  I 
am  ever,  molt  truly,  your  Lordfhip's,  &c. 

M.  Prior. 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  comes  to  you  in 
very  good  humour,  and  very  much  fatisfied 
as  well  with  what  he  has  feen  done  on, 
our  part*,  as  with  the  civilities  which 
he  has  received  from  this  nation,  in.  which, 
you  know,  they  never  fail.  Your  little  rela- 
tion, who  is  as  it  were  one  of  this  nation,  is 
very  well.  The  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  will 
do  what  he  can  in  Monfieur  Calandrinfs 
bufinefs,  and  fo,  you  may  reft  allured,  will  1, 
in  any  thing  relating  to  Lord  Bolingbroke. 


*  Swift  relates,  to  the  contrary,  that  he  was  much  out  of 
humour  with  things,  full  of  doubts  and  fears,  and  thought  the 
peace  kept  off  too  long.  There  was  fome  intention  at  this 
time  of  making  him  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  room  of  Lord 
Dartmouth. 


From 
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From  Mr.  Prior. 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  February   loth,   1713. 

THE  Duke  of  Shrewfburv  doino;  me  the 
honour  to  let  me  always  affift  at  the  writing 
his  letter,  faves  your  Lordihip  fome  pains, 
and  wholly  iccures  my  conducl :  1  cannot 
however,  forbear  to  explain  to  your  Lordfhip, 
what  his  Grace,  with  equal  juftice  as  gene- 
rofity,  mentions  in  his  :  that  Monfieur  de 
Torcy  avowed,  that  the  proportion  which 
was  in  queftion,  was  not  only  his,  but  a  part 
of  his  proposition,  font,  as  all  I  did  upon 
that  head,  not  as  confented  to  by  me  here, 
but  to  be  examined  by  you  in  England,  and 
upon  which  I  deiired  your  directions. 

Though  I  am  confident  the  two  lafr.  cou- 
riers have  cleared  that  whole   point  as  we 
dciire,  and  though  I  am  ablbhitely  aflured, 
that   your    friendship  to  me  will  take  away 
every  thing  that  may  tend  to  my  difadvan- 
tage,  yet  I  cannot  hold  my  pen  flill,  no  more 
than  your  Lordihip  could,  upon  that  fubjeel ; 
and  though  I  eat,  drink,  and  talk  like  other 
mortal  men — -fpem  Jimulat  vultn  premit  alt* 
corde  dolor  em ;  and  I  (hall  not  be  fatisfied  with 
5  myfelf, 
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myfelf,  or  the  world,  till  I  know  from  you 
that  I  am  not  blamed,  I  could  write  a  quire 
upon  the  fubject;  but  all,  I  hope,  is  well,  and 
I  long  for  the  Queen's  fpeech  to  tell  us  fo. 

I  am  glad  from  my  heart,  that  there  is 
an  equivalent  propofed,  which  I  hope  may 
fatisfy  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  becaufe,  I  know 
you  have  been  a  good  deal  folicited  upon  that 
point.  We  are  this  moment  writing  upon 
that  fubject  to  Utrecht. 

I  have  writ  fome  time  fmce  to  you  con- 
cerning entries,  affifr.ance  at  the  renuncia- 
tions, coach  and  equipage,  in  all  which  I 
reiy  upon  that  inviolable  friendfhip  on  my 
fide,  with  which  you  honour  your's,  ever, 

Matt. 

To-morrow  is  the  Queen's  birth-day,  the 
Duke  of  Shrewsbury's  goods  are  not  come, 
fo  we  can  have  no  ball,  but  for  eating  and 
drinking,  very  much. 


From 
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From  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  *. 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  Monday,  February  15th,  17 13.  N.S. 
I  HERE  inclofed  lend  you  the  examina- 
tions of  the  Azzurinis,  father  and  foivj-,  as 

I  received 

*  Indorfed  private  ;  received  10th,  by  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer, 

f  Thcfe  two  men  appear  to  have  been  of  that  numerous 
tribe  of  daring  adventurers,  with  which   moil   countries  in 
time  of  war  abound.     Under  the  mild  government  of  Great 
Britain   they   were  not  fo  liable  to   an  early  detection ;  but 
in  Fiance,  where,  in  general,  every  man's  actions  were  kn 
to  trie  officers  of  the  polite,  their  fitna  I « » 1 1  mu  more  danger- 
ous, and  their  career  very  (holt.     The  following  are  the  ac- 
counts tranfmitted  by  tht  Duke  of  Shrew  ibury  ;  therirft  r< 
to  the  fon  who  was  in  the  B.iftille,  the  other  to  1. 
was  in  prifon  at  Longon  : 

"  Extrait  ties  Interretatmret  iu  Chevalier  A 

"  Aufiitot  que  le  Chevalier  Azzurini  eut  ete  conduit  i  la. 
Baflille,  Monlieur  le  Marquis  de  Torcy  inftruifit  Monfieur 
Pargenfon  par  un  inemoire  particulier,  qui  n'etoit  que  pcur 
lui,  dc  tout  ce  qui  avoit  rapport  a  ce  prifonnier,  de  fa  conduite 
dans  fon  voyage  en  Hollande,  de  ce  qu'il  avoit  avancc  aux 
-Miniftres  des  ennemis,  &  del  promtfh.s  qu'il  leur  avoit  i . 
arm  qu'i!  put  l'interroger  fur  tous  ies  points  de  ce  memoire. 

"  Le  premier  interrogatoire  qu'il  a  iubi,  eft  du  ~:r.e  Sep- 
re,  1712.  It  lui  a  rendu  compte  hiftoriquement  dc  fa 
naiflance,  de  fon  education,  de  quelqucs  voyages  qu'il  avoic 
Cuts  en  Italic,  &  de  celui  qu'il  fit  a  Paris,  ou  il  ft  journat  un 
an.  II  paroit  qu'il  en  partit  an  1708,  pour  retourncr  en  fon 
pays. 

"  II  fuppofe  que  fon  pere  alt  recu,  pcu  de  terns  spres,  des 
inftruftions  pour  paffer  en  Angieterre,  pour  le»  affaires  du  Roi, 
&  il  marque  qu'il  pr.rtit  avec  lui  pours'y  rendre;  que  fon  pcre 
y  etant  arrive,  avoit  donne  huit  ou  dix  livres  au  fecretaire 
Efpagnol  du  Comte  Gallas,  pour  tirer  de  lui  des  fecrets  de 
fon  maitre,  pour  les  envoyer  a  Monfieur  le  Marquis  de  Tcrcy; 
qu'il  avoit  auffi  fait  de  grands  prefeus  a  Monlieur  de  Nettrr- 
3  ville, 
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I   received  them  from  Monfieur  de  Torcy, 
Your  Lordihip  will  obferve  they  are  fo  fhort 

of 


ville,  qu'il  dit  etre  le  confident  de  Monfieur  le  Comte  d'Ox- 
iord,  au  Chevalier  Penn,  &  au  Sieur  Plonket ;  mais  qu'il  ne 
favoit  pas  en  quoi  confiftoit  ces  prefens  :  que  Monfieur  de 
\:etterville  inftruifoit  fon  pere  de  tout,  le  connohTant  pour  etre 
charge  d'ordres  du  Roi;  que  le  Chevalier  Giraldi  (i)  qu'on 
leur  avoit  dit  etre  partifan  de  France,  leur  en  avoit  paru  tres 
cloigne:  qu'ils  avoient  decouvert  par  le  fecretaire  du  Comte 
Gallas,  qu'il  etoit  penfionnaire  de  l'Archiduc,  &  qu'il  etoit 
attache  aux  Whigs;  que  Monfieur  Grimani  avoit  le  coeur 
Francois;  que  pour  brouiller  le  Chevalier  Giraldi  avec  le 
Comte  Galias,  its  avoient  infinuc  au  dernier,  par  le  Sieur 
Primoli,  fon  premier  fecretaire,  qu'il  trahiffoit  fon  parti,  que 
le  Chevalier  Azzurini,  pere,  faiffoit  de  fauifes  confidences  au 
Comte  Gallas  pour  le  brouiller  avec  le  gouvernement  d'Ang- 
leterre. 

"  Le  Chevalier  Azzurini  dit  que  jufqu'alors  il  s'etoit  in- 
finue  chez  Madame  la  Ducheffe  de  Shrewfbury,  Mademoi- 
fclie  Mallolle,  Miiadi  Waldegrave,  Madame  la  DuchefTe  de 
Buckingham,  Miiadi  Butler,  Miiadi  Hogletorit,  &  chez  plu- 
fieurs  autres  dames  de  qualitc,  pour  rapporter  a  fon  pere  ce 
qu'on  y  difoit ;  qu'il  avoit  de  grandes  efperances  d'epoufer 
line  filie  de  my  Lord  Su (Tex  ;  qu'il  avoit  attendu  une  occasion 
favorable  de  pafler  en  Angleterre,  pour  faire  cette  alliance,  & 
qu'il  en  voyoit  les  efperances  perdues  par  fa  prifon;  qu'il  sut 
par  !e  Sieur  Primoli  qu'un  faux  Thoris,  qui  demeure  dans  le 
Pare  de  St.  James,  &  dont  la  maifon  efi  environnee  d'une 
grille,  avoit  dit  au  Comte  Gallas,  que  fon  pere  &  lui  ttoient 
envoyes  par  la  cour  de  France,  &  que  ce  Comte  s'en  etoit  ex- 
plique  avec  my  Lord  d'Oxford  ;  que  le  Comte  Gallas  lui  ayant 
propofd  de  lui  reveler  les  ferrets  de  fon  pere,  il  feignitd'y  con- 
fentir,  lui  remit  un  chiffre  Italien  qu'il  avoit  encore,  mais  que 
tin  etoit  cie  ne  dire  quece  qui  conviendroit  aux  internes 
du  Roi ;  qu'aprcs  uri  fejour  de  neuf  mois  en  Angleterre  ils 
avoient  etc  obliges  d'efl  fortir  par  ordre  de  la  cour,  &  qu'ttant 
i  France,  ils  y  avoient  fcjomiv,  jurqu'a  ce  que  fon 
p.rf  partant  pour  l'ltalie,  il  fe  rendit  de  fon  cote  en  Hullande, 
&•  qu'ils  recurent  a  Pari-  envinm  pour  6ooois.  de  lettres  de 
•.;ge  d'ltalie;  que  le  Comte  Gallas  lui  fit  pr6fent  au  mois 

(i)  Envoy  from  Tufcany. 

de 
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of  thofe  informations  which  were  fent  from 
Holland,  that  I  think  it  were  to   be  wifhed 

either 

tie  7bre,  1711,  pendant  qu'il  £to't  encore  a  I  1  'unc 

bague  qu'il  vendit  peu  de  jours  apris  pour  3400b." 

u   Deuxieme  Ir.terrcgatoirc,  du  zem:  Stptembrc,    i;ic. 

"  Le  Sieur  Azzurini,  dit  dans   fon  fecond  interro^aioire, 
que  fon  pere  &  lui  ne  recurcnt  a  Paiis  que  140015.  I 
de  changes   venues  d'ltalie,  &c  qu'il  avoit  rc^u   to 
ticulier  3400IS.  provenant  du   prix  de  la   bague   qu'il   avoit 
laiflee  en  Anglettrre;  &c  que  (on  pere  avoit  rendu  a  Pari*  ce 
qui  lui  refte  de  fa  vaiflelle  d 'argent,  &  ;ues  pien 

qu'il  avoit  vendues  a  Londre*,  ft  dont  il  avoit  lire  1500  gui- 
.     II  a  repondu  aux  queltions  qui  lui  0  u  ion 

voyage  d'Hollande,  fur  la  conduite  qu'il  a  tenuCj  qu'etair. 
jet  d'un  Prince  neutre,  il  avoit  cru  etre  lilue;  que  Moniicur 
le  Marquis  de  Torcy  lui  ayant  dit  de  fe  mettre  en  etat  d'aller 
I  Utrecht,  pour  y  laire  connoirre  le  bicur  Pionket,  il  avoit 
enfuite  change  de  deifem,  &  qu'il  av<- it  fct  li  chagrin  de  ce 
qu'on  ne  vouloit  pas  l'tmpl.  u'on  lui  \  1  .^be. 

Gaultier,  qu'il  fe  propoia  de  :   qu'il  fe  rtndit 

a  Utrecht  a  defiein  de  pa  fie  r  rre,  comme  il 

l'avoit  eciit  aux  my  Lords  d'0.\:  Bo- 

Ungbroke,  &  au  Uheva.  echt 

il  n 'avoir,  vu  que  Monfieur  B  qui  le  refut  rroidenoent, 

&  qu'ayant  etc  voir  le  Sieur  Primoli,  connu  pour  un  Emiflaire 
de  1'Archiduc,  il  lui  propofa  de  fervir  cc  1'.  le  quitter 

le  fervice  du  Roi,  dont  il  parol  libit  rhecontent ;  qu'il  lui  pr< 
de  grands  avantages,  entre  autres  u n  t  penfions 

furle  Mantouan,  lui  reprefentant  que  ce  Prince,  mattre  comme 
il  l'etoit  de  l'ltalie,  pouvoit  fake  beaucoup  <i^  bien  on 
mal  a  la  iamille  ;  que  mernc  il  pounoit  iui  donner  quelques  a 
Naples  011  a  Milan  ;  qu'il  confentit  a  aller  avec  lui  a  la  Have, 
&  que  le  Sieur  Primoli  I'introduifit  aupres  du  Comte  Sin: 
dorf,  qui  le  recut  tavorablemcnt,  8c  lui  rendit  fa  vifite  ;  qu'il 
dina  cejour-la  chez  ce  Minittre,  ft  que  le  Penfionnaire  Hi  in- 
fills y  etant  venu,  ils  eurent  tous  trois  uoe  confi  rence,  &  que 
le  Comte  lui  ayant  repete  ce  que  Monfieur  Primoli  lui  avoit 
dit,  des  avaritages  qu'il  pouvoit  trouver  dans  le  fervice  de 
PArohiduc,  &  de  ce  qu'il  y  avoit  a  craindre  dans  le  parti  op- 
pofe,  le  Penfionnaire  Heinfius  lui  fit  audi  les  memes  repre- 
sentations ;  qu'il  ne  repondit  rien  de  politif  a  ces  propofitions, 

& 
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either  copies  of  thofe  papers,  or  at  leaft  an 
extract  of  fome  of  the  principal  heads,  might 

be 


&  qu'il  demanda  que  fon  pere  n'en  eut  point  de  connoif< 
fance,  parce  qu'il  etoit  attache  a  la  France  ;  qu'il  demeur  cinq 
ou  fix  jours  encore  a  la  Have,  fans  conferer  adavantage  avec 
ces  Miniltres ;  qu'il  revint  a  Utrecht,  ou  il  vit  tous  les  Mi- 
niltres  etrangers,  excepte  ceux  du  Roi,  &  qu'etant  retourne 
a  la  Kaye,  il  eut  une  feconde  conference  avec  les  memes  per- 
fonnes  ;  que  Ton  repeta  ce  qui  avoit  ete  dit  dans  la  premiere; 
qu'il  den^nra  a  la  Haye  huit  ou  dix  jours,  &  que  manquant 
d'argent,  ie  Sieur  Primoli  lui  preta  i^o  florins,  &  le  Sieur  de 
la  Martiniere,  Francois  refogie,  23  louis-d'ors ;  qu'etant  re- 
tourne a  Uirecht,  il  vit  Monfieur  Mefnager,  qui  le  recut 
favorablement,  &  qui  le  prefenta  a  Montieur  le  Marquis 
d'Huxelles,  &  a  Monfieur  l'Abbe  de  Polignac,  qui  le  firent 
manger  a  leur  table,  &  lui  propofirent  d'aller  fervir  le  Roi  en 
Angleterre,  ce  qu'il  accepta;  qu'il  confentit  de  venir  recevoir 
fes  inftructions  a  la  Cour,  &  qu'iis  lui  donnerent  21  piitoles 
pour  l'aider  a  faire  fon  voyage." 

u  Troijieme  Tnterrogatoire,  du  i\me  Septcmhre,   1712. 

"  II  rend  compte  de  fon  voyage,  &  il  aflure  qu'il  n'avoit 
point  recu  de  lettres  depuis  fon  arrivee  a  Paris;  qu'il  n'avoit 
point  donne  d'avis  de  fon  depart  au  Comte  Sinzendorf,  au 
Penfionnaire  Heinfius,  ni  au  Sieur  Primoli;  que  meme  pour 
faire  voir  au  Comte  de  Sinzendorf  qu'il  n'avoit  pas  befoin 
d'argent,  il  lui  montra  plufieurs  faufles  lettres  de  change  ; 
qu'il  avoit  ecrit  d' Utrecht  au  Comte  Gallas,  &  qu'il  avoit  des 
relations  intimes  avec  deux  Secretaires  de  Monfieur  le  Marquis 
de  Torcy,  qui  lui  reveloient  le  fecret  de  la  France,  &  qu'il 
feroit  en  etatdcl'en  inftruire;  qu'il  n'avoit  eu  en  vue  parcette 
fuppolitiou  que  de  tromper  ce  Minifire,  &  de  fe  rendre  plus 
rjcommandable,  ces  intelligences  etant  abfolument  imaginaires ; 
qu'il  n'avoit  pas  parlc  fur  ccla  a  Monfieur  Sinzendorf,  ni  a 
leur  le  Penfionnaire  ;  que  le  Comte  Gallas  lui  avoit  re- 
poiidu  en  termes  grneraux  ;  qu'il  ne  s'ctoit  point  explique 
avec  lui  fur  la  r(  compenfe  qu'il  pouvoit  attendre,  mais  qu'e- 
tant encore  en  Angleterre,  il  lui  promit  une  Baronie  dans  le 
Mantouan,  qu'il  emit  etre  celle  de  St.  Archange,  confifqin' 
fur  (1)     de  Bague  ;  qu'il  informal  le  Comte  Gallas  du  deifein 


:i)lc. 

qu'on 
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be  Cent  hither,  upon  which  they  would  exa- 
mine him  more  properly  upon  thofe  points, 

than 

qu'on  avoit  de  I'envoyer  de  Paris  a  Utrecht,  &  dfl  change- 
roeut  arrive  a  cet  egard.     II  s'eft  trou  :Jesplu- 

fieurs   :  aqutts  etiquetea,  prife  de  la  poudre  du  Comte  de  Pal- 
ma,   be   il  adit  que   cette   pi  it  purgative;  il  y  avoit 
aufn  quelques  auues  poudrei  dont  00  t  encore  fait 
l'eiiai,  entr'autres  de  ia  poudre  de  la  fympathie.     II  a  allure 
qu'il  n'avoit  donne*  lucun  memoire  au  Comte  Sinzendorf,  ni 
au  Miniflre  d 'Holland*,  qu'il  avoit  feulei.  echt 
au    Premier  pour  le  remercier  des  affurames  de  ion  eltime,  & 
pour  lui  marquer  qu'il  feroit  content  de  . 
an  fervice  de  I'Archiduc  ;  qu'il  avoit  < 
le  Comte  de  Galiat  lui  avoit  faites  pour  It 
ISquernent  en  It  I  e  &                     or  I'Archiduc  1  qu'il  n'avoit 
i  au  Comte  Sinzendorf,  au  Penfionnabt  fur 
l'etat  des  affaires  du   Roi,  k-ur  difant  qu'cllea  fe  ruinoient  par 
la  def union  cotre  11    M  niftn                             <  qu'en  tela  il 
avoit  en  vne  fon  interet  perfonnei ;  que  le 
qu'il  avoit  euts  »vec  tux,  11'av   ient  dure  q                 rt  d'hetire 
tliacuue.     Enfin  que  le  chagrin                                         ,   &  de 
ne  recevoir  ni  recompenfe  ni  penfiou,  quoiqile  fon  pere  lui 
eut  tianfportc  le  droit  de  tOUtci   ! 

avoir  meritt ts,   l'avoit   detern  ine   a  !..  be  qu'il  avoit 

faite  ;  que  dans  le  terns  de  tes  deux  contm  DC  iavoit 

pas  qu'on  dut  lui  propofcr  de  retouroer  en  re  pour  le 

fervice  du  Koi,  &   qu'il  n\n  a  rien  confii  de- 

puis  les  ouvertures  nui  lui  out   t  te  faites  par  les  Plenipotcn- 
tiaires  de  fa  Majeftl." 

"  Ext  rait  de  ce  qui  ..  -         ini  Iff  des 

tt  tuit  a  t\ rites  dc j 

4<  Fevriei  5me,  1713. 
"  Le  Comte  Azzurini  partir  dc  Paris  au  moisde  Mai,  17:2, 
pour  rttourner  en  It  ..lie,  lV  aprei  avoir  paflS  quelque  terns  a> 
Faenfe,  (a  patrie,  il  fe  rendit  a  Rome,  au  mois  d'Aout  de  la 
Miearuue.  Comme  il  n'avoit  aucunc  affaire  tn  cette  vilie, 
&  que  fa  depenfe  y  devoir  exc£der  certainement  fes  revenus, 
on  rut  furpris  qu'il  parut  s'y  arr&er  pour  long-terns,  &  i'on 
en  concut  des  alors  du  foup^on.  La  trahtibn  de  fon  tils  fut 
fu  a  Rome  au  commencement  de  Septemb  nouve-ile 

rendant  le  pere  entterement  fufpeft,  on  examine-  avec  Coin  fa 
tonduite;  on  fut  qu'il  fe  plaigooit  vivement  a  fes  amis,  dece 

QUO 
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than  they  have  yet  done,  and  particularly  to 
any  thing  that  lhould  be  fuggefted  to  them. 

Having 

que  fes  Cervices  n'avoient  pas  ete.  afTez  recompenfes  en  France, 
&  qu'il  tenoit  des  difcours  qui  pouvoient  faire  croire  qu'il 
avoit  pris  quelques  engagemens  fecrets  avec  les  ennemis  du 
Roi,  Sc  l'on  refolut  de  s'aiturer  de  fa  perfonne,  tant  pour  eclair- 
cir  des  foupc,ons  audi  bien  fondes,  que  pour  decouvrir  plus 
facilement  par  fon  moyen  les  intrigues  de  fon  fils,  dont  il  etoit 
vraifemblablement  accomplice. 

'*  On  lui  propofa  de  fe  rendre  a  Longon,  pour  vifiter  cette 
place,  Sc  pour  rendre  compte  de  l'etat  ou  elle  fe  trouvoit,  mais 
il  parut  fe  defier  de  l'intention  des  miniftres,  en  qui  il  devoit 
avoir  une  confiance  aveugle,  u"  fa  confcience  ne  lui  eut  rien 
reproche,  Sc  il  n'accepta  pas  d'abord  cette  commifiion.  II 
partit  de  Rome  au  mois  d'Oftobre,  &  il  paroit  par  une  lettre 
qu'il  a  ecrite  de  fa  prifon  a  un  nomme  Albanefe,  fon  ami  in- 
time,  qu'ils  avoient  concerte  enfemble,  s'il  iroit  ou  non  a  Lon- 
gon, &  quoiqu'il  fe  fut  enfln  determine  a  s'y  rendre,  il  craig- 
noit  toujours  d'y  etre  arrete. 

"  Lorlquc  Ton  eut  appris  a  Rome  que  fa  perfonne  etoit  en 
furete,  on  s'addrelfa  au  Pape  pour  fe  faifir  audi  de  fes  papiers  ; 
fa  Saintete  donna  fes  ordres  pour  cet  erfet ;  mais  foil  qu'Az- 
zurini  ies  eut  detournes  avant  que  de  fortir  de  Rome,  foit  que 
fes  amis  avertis  des  intentions  du  Pape,  euffent  prevenu  les 
officiers  de  fa  Saintete,  en  enlevant  tout  ce  qui  pouvoit  etre  de 
confequence,  on  ne  trouva  que  des  lettres  peu  importantes. 
On  a  fu  depuis  par  une  voie  sure  que  le  nomme  Albanefe  avoit 
dit,  que  les  papiers  d'sfxzurlni  iljoient  dcja  ebez  le  Marquis  de  Prie\ 
hrjqu  an  a  votiltt  s'en  faijir,  qu'il  avot!  ete  ai/etti  par  un  parti- 
cular des  crdrcs  que  le  Pape  a  t  pas 
affez  imprudens  pour  fe  laifer  at  nji  fur  prendre.  On  a  retenu  toutes 
les  lettres  qu'il  a  t'crites  de  fe  prifot)  a  pluiieurs  de  fes  amis. 
On  y  voit  par  tout  un  efprit  inquiet  au  defefpoir  de  s'£tre  laifTe. 
prendre,  Sc  perfuade  qu'il  ne  recouvreroit  pas  fa  liberte,  s'il 
ii'employoit  des  voics   extraordinaircs,  eomme  de  corrompre 

ix  qui  le  gardoient,  ou  d'engager  le  Pape  k  le  redemander 
comme  fon  lujet.  II  eft  vrsi  qu'il  marque  a  fon  fils,  dont  il 
ignorott  la  prifon,  &  a  plufi  iipres  des 

Minilhres  de  France  &c  d'Efpagne  pour  obtenir  fa  liberte,  mais 
il  paroit  fe  metier  tie  la  boiue  de  fa  caufe,  &  compter  peu 
fur  lturs  repi  ns,  &  il   croit  qu'ils  feront  mieux  de 

s'adredcr  au  I  niver.iin,  ou  tie  taclicr  de  le  fauver  par 

adrelfe.    II  nc  rcfpire  que  vengeance,  aullitot  qu'il  fera  en 

liberte, 
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Having  difcourfed  with  Monfieur  de  Tor- 
cy,  upon  all  the  heads  mentioned  in  your 
letter  of  the  20th,  which  relate  to  the  inte- 
refts  of  the  feveral  allies,  he  has  promifed  to 


liberte,  &  il  recomtnande  a  fon  fils  de  profiter  dc  fon  malheur 
&c  de  ne  fe  plus  fier  a  perfonne. 

"  II  a  cru  avd!  aa  valet-de-chambre  du  Gouvcrneur 

de  Longon,   &  il  lui  a  confic  des  lettres,   crovant  qu'elles  fe- 
roient  tenues  plus  certainement  par  (on  llyenadeiix 

<|iii  paroiflent  marq  ivec  les  enner 

mis.    Elles  font  adreu*£es  au  •  .  ./<.r,  fous  une  envcloppe 

pour  une  perlonne  qui  devoit  les  lui   faire  tenir.     Azzurini 
lui  marque  que  s'il  n'avoit  pas  <lu  n,  il  l'auroit 

voir  en  rotournant  a  Faenze,  pour  lui  oftrir  fes  fervices 
tn  Livturdu  Stigmiur  Jitxamdre.  II  le  prie  d'ordonner  aux 
confuis  qui  font  (bus  fes  ordres  a  Livourne  &  a  Porto  Feraio, 
de  s'entendre  pour  envoyer  a  Longon  une  barque  avec  de 
bons  rameurs,  efperant  que  le  valet-de-chambre  la  feroit  ap- 
procher  de  l'endroit  ou  il  etoit,  &  qu'ils  fe  fauveroient  enfem- 
!>le.  II  paroit  ne  point  douter  que  le  Compte  Polidor  ne  s'in- 
trrelfe  a  fon  cvafion.  II  lui  marque  nean  moins  que  lorf- 
qu'il  fera  auprea  tie  lui,  il  lui  montrera  que  fa  dclivrance  ne 
fera  pas  inutile,  aya.it  de  quoi  payer  ce  fervice  important,  &; 
il  le  fupplie  de  faire  donner  une  compagnie  de  cavalerie,  au 
valet-de-chambre,  qui  lui  paroiflbit  fouhaiter  d'etre  au  fervice 
du  Seigneur  Alexandre.  II  fignc  au  bas  de  ces  lettres  Don 
Diego  tie  Villamajor,  au  lieu  d' Azzurini;  il  eft  clair  que  le  nom 
<iu  Seigneur  Alexandre^  ne  pent  defigner  autre  chofe  que 
l'Archiduc,  &  celui  de  Comte  Polidor  ne  peut  s'attribuer  qu'a 
tin  de  fes  miniftres,  qui  puilfe  faire  donner  une  compagnie  de 
'cavalerie,  &  qui  pui fie  commander  aux  confuis  Allemands  en 
Italie,  &  ce  qui  confirme  cette  conjecture,  e'eft  qu' Azzurini  dit 
au  valet-de-chambre  en  lui  remettant  les  deux  lettres,  qu'elles 

■it  addrejsLs  a  celui  qui  tenoit  la  premiere  main  en  I 
qui  ce  -valet-Je-cbambrc  pouvoit  jwbmter  quil  s'addrejfdt,  lui  te- 
nant ce  difcours  parce  qu'il  le  croyoit  partifan  cache  de 
PArchiduc.  Ainfi  I'on  a  lieu  de  croire  que  celui  a  qui  Az- 
zurini s'addrefie  foils  le  nom  du  Comte  Poltdor,  ne  peut  etre  que 
le  Marquis  de  Prie,  ou  le  Due  d'Uqeda.  II  a  connu  particu- 
lierement  cc  dernier,  lorfqu'il  etoit  attache  a  Monfieur  le  Car- 
dinal tie  Janfon,  &  il  a  pu  fe  faire  connoitre  de  l'autre  par  le 
aioyen  du  nomine  Albanefe." 

Vol.  III.  D  d  tell 
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tell  me,  on  Wednefday,  the  utmoft  that  can 
be  done  to  accommodate  thofe  differences  > 
fo  that,  as  yet,  it  is  to  no  purpofe  to  trouble 
you  with  a  letter  in  form  upon  the  fubjecf. 
I  am  forry  to  acquaint  you  that  I  find  fo 
little  inclination  in  this  Court  to  yield  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  the  villages  he  demands,  that 
whenever  I  have  mentioned  it,  they  will 
hardly  bear  the  difcourfe.  At  laft,  I  thought 
better  to  try  the  exchange  your  Lordfhip 
gave  me  power  to  offer,  and  even  that  is  re- 
ceived in  fuch  a  manner,  that  though  I  have 
writ  and  fpoke  all  I  can  urge  upon  it,  I  have 
little  hope  of  its  being  accepted;  however, 
as  vet,  I  have  not  a  final  anfwer. 

I  mufl  not  omit  to  acknowlege  your 
Lordfhip's  of  the  2 2d  January,  O.S.  and  I 
hope  the  firft  votes  of  both  Houfes  will  be  of 
fuch  a  nature,  as  to  put  you  in  better  hu- 
mour. I  am  this  minute  goino-  to  Verfailles, 
to  ftay  there  till  Wednefday,  when  the  King 
removes  to  Marli.     I  am,  my  Lord,  &:c. 

Shrewsbury. 

1  jull  now  hear  the  fad  accident  happened 
to  the  Duke  d'Aumont,  I  write  to  him  to 
offer  him  my  houfe,  till  he  can  provide  him- 

felf  better. 

From 
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From  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury. 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  February  13th,  1 7 1 3,  N.S. 

BY  the  courier  going  for  Spain,  I  have 
received  fcveral  packets  from  your  Lordfhip, 
but  being  ready  to  take  coach  for  Versailles, 
I  have  not  time  to  enter  into  all  the  particu- 
lars. The  chief  is  anfwered,  I  hope,  by  this 
Court's  having  agreed  to  the  article  of  com- 
merce, as  you  lent  it  over. 

As  to  the  fire  at  the  Duke  d'Aumont's 
houfe,  I  confefs,  J  cannot  iulpect  it  to  be 
done  by  malice,  but  rather  by  chance,  and 
mall  endeavour  to  repreient  it  io  here,  not 
only  as  moil  creditable  to  our  nation,  but  as, 
in  my  opinion,  moil  profitable. 

Mr.  Prior  has  had  a  petition  relating  to 
the  Eaft  India  Company's  lhip,  the  fame  you 
have  lent  :  if  it  were  taken  within  the  time 
of  the  fufpenfion,  our  claim  is  juft ;  if  not, 
as  I  doubt  our  cafe  will  prove,  we  can  pre- 
tend no  right,  and  the  belt  turn  we  can  give, 
is  to  alk  to  buy  it  at  a  reafonable  price,  for 
which  we  have  the  precedent  of  Sir  Thomas 
Hardy's  prize  *. 

*  A  French  Eaft-Iudiaman,  the  Grirfin;  the  price  35,000!. 

D  d  2  When 


404  LETTERS    AND 

When  I  complained  I  had  heard  nothing, 
I  was  very  far  from  expecting  it  from  you, 
whofe  exactnefs  deferves  no  reproach  from, 
My  L/ord,  your  Lordfhip's,  &c. 

Shrewsbury. 


From  the  Duke  of  Shrewjhury. 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  February  16th,  1713,  N.S. 

BY  the  return  of  the  gentleman  who 
brought  to  this  Court  an  account  of  the  Duke 
d'Aumont's  houfe  being  burnt,  I  fend  you 
this  letter  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  taken 
all  occasions  to  reprefent  it  as  the  effecT:  of 
a  mere  accident,  rather  than  of  any  previous 
malice ;  and  I  think  the  greateft,  as  well  as 
the  moft  confiderable  part  of  the  people  here, 
are  inclined  to  believe  it  fuch :  the  friends  of 
the  family  may  be  excufed,  if  they  endeavour 
to  have  it  imputed  to  malice,  the  better  to 
j'.iftify  their  aiking  the  King  to  repair  the 
lots. 

hi  my  laft  I  told  you  I  much  doubted,  if, 

in  the  Duke  of  Savoy's  behalf,  I  mould  be 

able  to  gain  the  exchange  propoled  :    this 

4  Court 
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Court  continues  i'o  utterly  averfe  to  it,  that 
I  find  the  alternative  cannot  be  obtained  : 
but  upon  my  infilling  that  the  tops  of  the 
Alps  ought  to  be  the  common  boundary  be- 
tween France  and  Piemont,  they  have  (b  far 
confented  to  the  argument,  as  to  offer  to  gi 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  the  extent  of  territory 
marked  yellow  in  the  map  which  you  fent 
me,  upon  condition  his  Royal  Highnefs  will 
yield  to  them  la  Vallee  de  Barcelonette^  aver 
les  douze  communautes  dont  clle  eft  compofee, 
alledging,  they  have  equal  or  ftronger  reafons 
to  delire  the  conceflion,  for  the  fecuring  their 
barrier,  than  the  Duke  of  S.  u  pretend 

for  the  territory  which  he  I  :id  of  this 

I  have  fent  an  account  to  Utreeht. 

I  was  very  glad  to  find  there  was  no  oc- 
cafion  of  my  mentioning  to  Monheur  de 
Torcy,  the  affair  of  the  fix  French  mips 
defismed  for  the  South  Sea  :  he  himfelf  be- 
gari  to  tell  me,  that  the  King  was  convinced 
that  the  arguments  you  had  ufed  to  the 
Marquis  de  Monteleon,  were  lb  juft,  that  he 
had  alreadv  o-iven  orders  for  recalling  of 
them ;  being,  as  Montieur  de  Torcy  ex- 
preifed  it,  refolved  never  to  give  the  lea  it 
Jufpicion  of  his  intending,  to  his  fubjecls, 
D  d  3  any 
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any  advantage,  that  could  not  be  juftified  by 
the  treaties  he  makes  with  her  Majefty.  I 
muft  do  them  juftice  in  this  proceeding,  and 
wim  they  dealt  as  fairly  with  Mr.  Prior  ; 
but  I  conclude  all  that  matter  is  over.  How- 
ever, I  am  obliged  to  tell  you  that,  in  my 
hearing,  Monfieur  de  Torcy  acknowledged 
it  was  his  proportion  which  they  produce, 
and  he  will  fay  fo  to  your  Lordihip,  or  to 
any  body  elie,  if  required. 

The  petition  of  the  Eafl  India  Company 
doth  not  fpecify  the  time  of  the  fhip's  being- 
taken,  which  will  give  the  greateft.  difference 
imaginable  to  the  manner  of  reclaiming  it. 
Mr.  Arbuthnot*  is  here,  and  will  iolicit  the 
bufinefs,  in  which  he  mail  have  my  heft, 
affiftance.  Mr.  Prior,  upon  the  like  petition 
tranfmitted  to  him  by  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, and  a  letter  from  Mr.  Welden,  pro- 
prietor of  the  fhip,  has  obtained  of  Monfieur 
de  Pontchartrain  orders,  that  that  gentleman 
be  well  treated,  and  that  the  goods  mail  be 
fecured  in  the  King's  magazines,  till  judg- 
ment be  given  in  the  caufc,  and  of  this  he  has 
wrote  to  Lord  Dartmouth.     lam,  &c. 

Shrewsbury. 

*  Brother  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  the  Queen's  Phyfician. 

From 
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From  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury. 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  February  the  22d,   1713,  N.S. 

I  AM  very  glad  to  find  by  your  letter  of 
the  4th,  that  her  Majefty  is  fatisfied  with  the 
article  of  commerce,  and  the  explanatory  pa- 
per which  I  gave  to  the  French  Minifters 
upon  it ;  and  that  her  Majefty  judges,  that  all 
the  material  differences  between  her  and 
France,  are  now  adjulted. 

I  received  letters  from  the  Lords  at  Utrecht, 
bearing  almoft  the  fame  date  with  that  which 
you  fent  to  me,  inclofed  in  yours,  and  much 
in  the  lame  complaining  ilyle  ;  upon  which 
having  fpoke  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  he  told 
me,  that  he  had  already  writ  to  their  Pleni- 
potentiaries in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  he  had 
reafon  to  believe  the  next  letters  would  fhow 
that  their  differences  were  nearer  to  an  accom- 
modation ;  and  accordingly  by  thefe,  fince  re- 
ceived, I  found  they  were  fo ;  their  laffc  to  me 
is  of  the  1 7th  infbnt,  in  which  they  fay,  that 
the  only  difficulty  in  the  treaty  of  commerce 
is  concerning  the  addition  propofed  by  Mon- 
fieur Mefnager  of  the  words  nee  J  tier  hit  9 
D  d  4  as 
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as  in  the  inclofed  paper  *;  upon  which  Mon- 
fieur  de  Torcy  having  fpoke  to  the  King,  he 
has  told  me  in  a  conference  I  had  with  him 
this  evening,  that  it  fhall  be  adjufted  at 
Utrecht  as  we  defire  to  have  it. 

In  the  treaty  of  peace,  they  faid,  there  ft  ill 
remained  two  difficulties ;  one  is  about  the 
immoveable  eftates  to  be  difpofed  of  in  the 
places  which  France  is  to  yield  up  or  reffcorej 
which  we  thought  was  adjuiled  by  the  paper 
font  by  Mr.  Prior,  January  iothi  and  which 
you  have  likewife  herein  inclofed  -j- :  it  cer- 


*  The  Fifth  Article  of  Commerce,  nee  fuerint^  runs  thus : 

"  Subditis  utriufque  Regime  Majeftatis,  liberta^  fit  &  poteftas, 
cum  fuis  navibus,  ut  &  mercibus  rebufque  iifdem  impofitis, 
quorum  commercium  aut  afportatio  legibus  utriufque  regni 
prohibita  non  funt  (here  the  French  Minifters  would  add,  neC 
fuerint)  ad  utriufque  partis  terras,  &c.  appeUere." 

The  reafon  they  alled^e  is,  that  they  find  a  like  exprefiion 
in  their  treaties  with  the  Dutch,  made  at  Nimeguen  and  Ryf- 
wick,  and  have  a  general  order  to  keep  as  near  as  they  can  to 
thofe  treaties. 

•[  Mimoire  concert e  a-vec  Monf.eur  de  Torcy,  k  lgme  Janvier, 
171.3, 

"  Les  habitans  dans  la  Baye  de  Hudfon,  fujets  de  fa  RJajefte" 
la  Relne  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  qui  ton  cxv  depoiTt'des  de  leurs 
terres  par  ceux  de  la  France,  en  terns  de  paix,  firont  entitle 
ment  &  immediatement  apres  la  ratification  do  cc  traite,  refti- 
ttttt  Sc  remis  dans  la  poffeifion  de  leurf  dites  terres  ;  &  tels  pro- 
prietaires  auront  auih  unc  fatisfa&ion  jufle  &  raifonnable  fur 
toutcs  leurs  pertes  (ju'ils^ont  fouffertes,  a  regard  de  leur  biens, 
meubles,  &  effets,  lefquelles  pertes  feront  regimes  par  Ie  juge- 
ment  des  CommiHaires  qui  doivent  ctre  nommes  a  cetre  fin,  & 
obliges  par  ferment  de  fairc  rendre  iuftice  aux  nuerefics. 


tainfy 
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tainly  is  fo  as  to  Hud  Con's  Bay  in  particular: 
Mon Clear  de  Torcy  Cays,  that  as  Car  as  he 
knows,  the  whole  affair  ftands  at  Utrecht  in 
the  manner  as  this  incloCed  paper*  Cpecifies: 
we  are  not  Cufficiently  appriied  here  what 
eftecl;  it  will  have  as  to  St.  Chriftopher's,  but 

*  M  Meffieurs  Ies  Plcnipotentiaires  de  la  Grande  Bretagne 
avoient  jufqu'a  preTent  diflingut-  Ies  lieux  c  Roi  a  la 

Rcine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  Its  &  litux  qu'ii>  appelioient 
reftimts.     Som  le  hom  de  lieux  :!s  comprenoient  la 

Baye  &  le  Detroit  d'Hudfon,  &  l'ile  de  Terrcneuvr.  j!s  Con- 
femoient  a  laifter  aux  Franc,oii  etablis  dans  Ies  .  s,  la 

ftculte  de  vendre  leurs  biens  immeubles.  iViais-ils  pruendoient 
que  cette  im  me  liberie  ne  devoit  pas  leur  etre  pennife  dans  les 
lieux  reitittith,  fuppofant  que  ces  immeubles  a*  fctt    en- 

i  aux  Auglois,  &   qu'ils  devoicnt  y  rcotrcrdc  pldn  droit. 
Aujourd'hui  A  .  s  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  drande  Bre- 

tagne ne  font  plus  de  difiinftion  des  lieux   (  ileux 

reitituts,  quoique  la  m'me  exi  i  l'article 

14.     Us  lament  feulement  aux  iujets  du  Roi  la  v.. 
egalement  des  un  &  des  autre,  h   bon  leur  femblr,   Jans  1'el- 
il'un  an,  avec  tons  lei::  f.  les 

conditions  dont  oneftd<       .  ccord, il  doit  etre  !; 

les  Francois  etablii  dans  I'Acadie,  ou  dans  l*ile  de  St.  Chrif- 
tophe,  auront  d'en  lor;.  ou   o'emporrer 

ailleurs,  tous  leurs  biens  nru  .,.  de 

vendre  leurs  I  rubles.    Qu'ii  I'egard  ties  lieux  qui  fe- 

pont  redituex  a  la  Baye  6:   au  Detroit  d'H 
rentreront  en  jou. fiance  des  i 

polIcJos.  poarvu  qu'ils  juftifient  devant  It  >  par 

des  preuves  valables,  que  ces  biens  auront  .  ap- 

partenu  a  leura  peres,  on  a  cu 

"  Quant  a  I'liede  T.  il  demeure  d'accord,  que 

lesF.  de  vendre  ies  maiibns  qu'ils 

auront  a  J  .  &  les  ten  que 

la  Villc  de  Pbilance  et<  a  eux,  jai:  j'ortt 

r  les  Angl 

"  Le  terme  qui  ("era  donne  aux  Francois  pour  vendre  leurs 
eflfet-,  doit  ctrc  de  d'.x-huit  moi«,  car  autrement  ils  auroient 
peine  a  difpofer  de  ce  qui  lair  appartient  dans  un  terns  aufli 
court  que  celui  d'uu  an." 

will 
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will  not  queftion  but  that  you  give  plain  di- 
rections on  this  head  at  Utrecht,  both  as  to  the 
difpofal  of  goods  moveable  and  immoveable, 
and  the  time  in  which  it  may  be  done. 

The  other  difficulty  is  the  difpute  concern- 
ing the  thirty  leagues  from  Acadie,  as  the 
diflance  within  which  the  French  are  not  to 
fifh;  our  Plenipotentiaries  fay  that  they  (the 
French)  are  content  not  to  fifi  at  all  upon  the 
coajl ;  but  are  ordered  not  to  admit  that  precife 
determination  •  our  claim  upon  this  head  was 
founded  upon  the  afTertion,  that  when  Acadie 
was  in  the  French  hands,  we  were  liable  to 
the  fame  reftriction.  Your  Lordfhip,  by-look- 
ing upon  the  proportion  *  and  the  extract  of 


*  Recu  de  Monfieur  de  T'orcy^  &  renirye  au  yny  Lord  Bolingbrokc^ 
z()tb  Decerning   1712,  N.S. 

*'  Proportion  concert ee  aire  ie  Si  cur  Prior. 

"  Que  l'ile  de  Cap-Breton  demeurera  au  Roi,  avec  la  liberie 
d'v  faire  fortifier.  Que  la  province  de  l' Acadie,  ayec  tous  ies 
droits  &  prerogatives,  dont  les  Francois  ont  joui,  iera  cedee 
par  fa  Majefte  a  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  avec  life 
de  Terreneuve,  &  les  iles  adjacentes  a  cette  ile,  bien  entendu, 
que  les  Francois  auront  &  coivferveront  la  faculte  do  prober, 
&  de  fee  her  leur  peche  fur  les  cotes  de  la  dite  ile  de  Terre- 
neuve depilis  le  Cap  c!c  Booavifta  en  remontant  par  le  Nord 
jufcpi'a  la  Pointe  Riche.     Que  touteajestf  l  i  I'entree 

de  1.4  fivicre,  &  dans  ia  Golte  de  St.  Laurent,  appartiondront 
au  Roi." 

Add  to  tl 

The  :  ble  is  likewife  yielded   to   her  Majefty,  and 

makes  the  ie  nde  of  Acadie  towards  the  eaft. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Prior's  letter  of  the  8th  of  January*, 
will  find,  that  we  thought  the  matter  already 
accommodated  ;  Monfieur  de  Torcy  alledges 
upon  this,  that  their  promile  not  to  fifli  upon 
the  Bank,  anfwers  all  that  can  be  required, 
and  the  naming  a  determinate  diftance,  fo  far 
from  the  more,  can  only  ferve  to  create  new 
difputes.  Monfieur  de  Torcy  acquaints  me, 
that  the  Council  here,  upon  the  perufol  of  the 
treaty,  have  obferved  that  the  title  of  Elec- 
trefs  cannot  be  given  to  the  Princefs  Sophia, 
in  a  treaty  fo  folemnly  made,  till  France  has 
actually  owned  the  Houfe  of  Hanover  to  be 
electoral  ;  they  propofe  to  leave  out  the  word 
eleftricem,  letting  the  reft  ftand  as  it  doth. 
Your  Lordfhip  will  believe  I  ufed  the  beft 
arguments  I  could  to  have  it  pafTed,  and  that 
this  King,  on  the  other  fide,  infifts  upon  the 
unreafonablenefs  of  his  acknowledging  a  title 

*  Extracl-of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Prior  to  my  Lord  Rolingbro'.e,  dated 
the  8t6  January,  i 7  1  3. 

"  The   demand  that  our  Plenipotentiaries  make,  that  the 
French  (hall  not  lifh  within  thirty  of  the  fouth-end  of 

Aca<  fie  Long  Bank,  which  runs  from  welt  to  eaft 

ded  upon  this  aflertion  thatx  while 
Acadie  was  in  the  French  hands  we  were  obliged  to  the  like 
reftr'u  ifequently  in  the  propofal  la'ely 

fent,  *  Que  la  province  de  1' Acadie,  avec  tous  les  droits   8c 
pn'ro  ncois  out  joui,  fera  c6d6e  par  la  Ma- 

i  la  Reinc  dts  la  Grande  Brttagne,'  admits  our  claim,  and 
finishes  the  difpute,  as  Monfieur  de  Torcy  obferves  in  the  in- 
cloft'd  Memorial." 

in 
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in  that  houfe,  which  is  actually  in  war  with 
him,  and  treats  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  and 
Cologne,  as  people  under  the  ban  of  the  em- 
pire, and  even  King  Philip,  as  Duke  of  An- 
jou :  you  will  alio  obferve,  that  in  cafe  the 
Emperor  makes  his  peace  before  the  ratifica- 
tion of  ours,  the  omifiion  will  be  fupplied 
in  the  engrofTed  inftrument. 

Two  other  objections  have  been  made  by 
the  King  himfelf,  as  overfeen  by  his  Plenipo- 
tentiaries, both  relating  to  religion  :  one  is, 
that  in  the  places  either  yielded  or  reftored 
to  us,  any  inhabitant,  being  a  Papift,  who 
mall  choofe  to  continue  her  Majefty's  fubject, 
may  have  the  free  ufe  of  his  religion  ;  the 
other  is  the  latter  part  of  the  fifth  article  of 
commerce,  which  I  here  inclofe  *,  with  my 

obfervations 

*  Latter  part  cf  the  fifth  article  of  Commerce. 

H  The    firft   paragraph   is         "  In  re  autem  religioni   in- 
agreed  to.  tegru  fubditis   ntriufque    fa> 

deratorum,  ut  &  ii  matrimo- 

nium  contraxerint,  eorum  ux- 

orib'is,  ac  liberie  conllabit  li- 

bertas,  ntque  in  ecclefiis  aut 

alibi  facris  intereSV,  cogendi 

i  runt. 

*'  The  fecond  1  was  willing         "  Ipfis  autem  e  contrario, 

to  (end  over:  for  your  farther     Rem  airinam  iuomoreetiamfi 

confideraiion  j  for  that,  befides    legibus  vetito,  privatim,  &  in- 

the  exception  which  the  King     ter  proprioi  parietes,  &  abfque 

ruakci  to  it  here,  I  doubt  it     aliirum  quorumcunquc  inter- 

is  ventu  . 


CORRESPONDENCE,   &C.  413 

obfervations  thereupon,  and  (hall  conform  my- 
felf  as  your  anfwer  may  direct. 

From  what  relates  immediately  to  our  own 
affairs,  we  proceeded  to  thofe  of  our  allies ; 
Monfieur  de  Torcy  takes  it  for  granted,  that 
when  the  King  yielded  Tournay,  there  was 
no  exception  allowed  as  to  St.  Amand  and 
Mortagne;  and  that  my  Lord  Strafford  has 
faid  at  Utrecht,  that  he  has  orders  not  to  infill 
on  account  of  thofe  places ;  and  as  to  the  de- 
pendencies of  Ipres,  what  they  offered  in  the 
pre  fen  t  plan  of  peace  was,  Ipres  &  fa  ChateU 
Itnie,  which  cannot  be  conltrued  to  mean  thofe 
diftricts,  which  the  Dutch  afk,  and  which 
were  mentioned  by  name,  when  once  offered 
by  the  French  in  the  preliminaries  of  1709. 
I  am,  my  Lord,  &c. 

Shrewsbury, 

P.S.  By  my  Lord  Lexington's  letter  I  was 

is  contrary  to  our  afts  of  Par-  ventu  facere,  omnino  &  abf- 

liament  in  England,  and  would  que  ulla  molellia  licebic 
in  eft'ecl:   tolerate    a   niafs  in 
every  Frenchman's  family. 

u  The  third  they  admit,  in-  "  Facultas  porro  defun<ftos 
ting  the  words  in  quacunquc  utrhiique  partis  in  aheriusde- 
ticcafwne,  or  fuch  other  words  tionibus  fubditos,  locis  com- 
as may  prevent  its  being  modis  &  hor.eftis,  ad  id  ch 
thought  that  a  public  burial-  uandis,  fepeliendi  deueganda 
place  mould  be  fet  alide  for  non  erit,  neque  fepultorum 
every  nation."  cadavera  ulla  moleflia  affici- 

enda  erunt." 

very 
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very  forry  to  find  the   difficulty  the  King  of 
Spain  makes  in  regard  to  the  Catalans ;  Mon- 
iieur  de  Torcy  promifes,  that  this  Court  mall 
write  to  (often  that  of  Spain  as  much  as  can 
be  on  that  fubject. 


From  the  Duke  of Sbrewjbury*. 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  February  22d,  1712,  N.S. 

I  HAVE  not  failed  to  do  what  your  Lord- 
fhip  recommended  me  in  cypher,  in  your  laft 
private  letter  of  the  4th ;  I  find  they  have  no 
great  opinion  of  the  man,  neverthelefs  your 
caution  was  not  unnecelTary,  and  will  do  good. 

I  confefs  myfelf  at  a  lofs  to  gucfs  what 
her  Majefty  will  fay  at  the  opening  of  this 
feflion,  when  we  have  neither  peace  nor  war; 
when  though  it  were  molt  defirable  to  fign. 
together  with  all  the  allies,  yet  it  is  certain 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  be  done  of  iome 
months,  if  we  flay  for  the  Emperor  and  the 
empire  ;  and  if  I  do  not  miflake,  the  French 
fee  well  enough  our  circumftances  to  be  con- 
vinced, the  longer  we  remain  in  thefe  uncer- 

Private* 

tainties, 
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tainties,  the  lefs  able  we  mall  be  to  ftand  upon 
terms  either  for  ourfelves  or  our  allic 

The  Minifters  here  pretend  to  certain  intel- 
ligence that  the  Imperialifts  feek  nothing  but 
delay,  hoping  that  fome  great  turn  in  their 
f?vour,  from  this  King's  great  age,  or  our 
Queen's  ill  health ;  and  that  Prince  Eugene 
is  going  to  the  Hague  full  of  hopes  to  carry 
on  the  war.  But  what  concerns  me  molt  is, 
that  fpring,  the  feafon  of  action,  comes  on 
apace,  and  we  have  not  yet  fecured  our  peace, 
nor  made  preparations  for  war.  I  think  it  is 
time  to  fpeak  clearly,  and  tell  this  Court  what 
you  expecl  for  your  allies,  and  what  for  your- 
felves,  with  aflurance,  that  what  you  aik  be- 
ing granted,  you  are  ready  to  fign,  and  t0 
invite  the  others  to  do  the  lame.  It  is  now 
near  your  Lordfhip's  hour  of  writing,  at  night, 
and  I  am  very  weary,  but  very  fincerely, 

My  Lord,  &c. 

Shrewsbury. 


To  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  February  13th,  17 12-13. 
I  KNEW  nothing   of  the   matter   men- 
tioned in  your  Lordfhip's  private  letter  of  the 

1 8th 


416  LETTERS    AND 

1 8th  till  this  morning.  My  firfl  care  was  to 
fpeak  to  Sir  William  Windham  *,  and  he 
afiurcd  me  that  there  had  been  nothing  done 
but  in  confequence  of  a  general  rule  laid 
down  by  the  Queen  upon  the  reduction  of 
her  forces ;  that  he  would  write  to  your 
Lordfhip  about  it,  and  that  he  flattered  him- 
felf  you  would  be  fatisfied  there  was  not  the 
leaft  ground  to  look  upon  this  as  a  hardfhip. 
In  the  mean  while,  I  believe  he  delays  the 
fignification  of  the  Queen's  pleafure. 

As  to  the  caie  of  Mr.  Harvey,  I  can  upon 
my  own  knowledge  afTure  your  Lordfhip, 
that  vou  have  been  miunformed ;  he  was  fo 
far  from  having  the  nomination  of  his  officer, 
that  the  Queen  gave  the  troop  againfl  his 
recommendation. 

If  Don  Lewis  -j-  will  take  care  of  his  own 
mafter's  intereft,  we  will  endeavour  to  take 
care  of  the  Queen's.  I  am  lorry  to  find  his 
intelligence  is  no  better. 

I  lliall  do  my(el£  the  honour  to  write  to 
the  King  of  Pi  uflia,  and  mall  take  the  liberty 
to  recommend  my  letter  to  your  Lordfhp  by 
the  next  poft.  The  little  wafp,  JBonet,  plagues 


.Hary  It  W«, 
•j-   Probably  Da  Cunha,  the  Portugal  Plenipotentiary. 

me 
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me  about  his  fubfidies ;  God  knows,  I  can 
give  him  no  anfwer  ;  he  fancies  I  will  give 
him  none. 

I  have  folicited  Mr.  Ayerft's  *  caufe; 
whether  I  mall  fucceed  or  not  I  know  not, 
the  Queen  having  many  engagements  upon 
her  hands.     I  am,  &c. 


To  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury* 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  February  17th,  17 12- 1 3. 

IT  falls  again  to  my  mare  to  convey  her 
Majefty's   orders  to   your  Grace,  upon  the 
preient  ftate  of  the  negociation  of  peace,  and 
1  cannot  but  hope  that  the  effecl:  of  the  refb- 
lutions  which  the  Queen   is  now  come  to, 
will  be  an  immediate  conclufion  of  the  treaty 
between  her  and  France  ;  at  leaft  we  mall 
extricate  ourfelves  from  this  ftate  of  fufpence 
which  the  feafon  of  the  year  renders  it  very 
unfafe  to  continue  longer  in,  and  (hall  know 
what  we  have   to  truft  to  on  the  part   of 
France.     Her  Majefty's  conduct  will  appear 
fair  and  uniform  to  the  whole  world,  while 


*  Chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 

Vol.  III.  Be  that 
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that  of  the  Court,  where  your  Grace  at  pre- 
lent  re  ikies,  will  have  a  quite  contrary  afpecT:,. 
if  they  do  not  accept  thefe  overtures,  and 
eloie  with  the  Queen  at  once.  But  I  aik 
pardon  for  troubling  your  Grace  with  this 
preface,  and  proceed  to  communicate  to  you 
her  Majefty's  fenfe,  and  her  directions,  as  I 
received  them  lair,  night,  in  Council. 

As  foon  as  this  difpatch  comes  to  your. 
Grace's  hands,  her  Majefty  would  have  you, 
either  in  a  conference  with  the  French  mi- 
nifters,  or  in  a  memorial  to  be  delivered  to 
Moniieur  de  Torcy,  or  in  both,  make,  in  her 
name,  a  reprefcntation  to  the  following 
effect : 

That  the  Queen  has  hitherto  deferred  the 
opening  of  the  Parliament,  in  hopes  that  thefe 
few  difficulties  which  remain  undetermined, 
either  in  the  treaty  of  peace  and  of  com- 
merce between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
or  in  the  dilcuilion  of  the  intereits  of  her 
Majefty 's  allies,  would  have  been  entirely 
got  over ;  or  at  ieail  that,  the  former  being 
taken  away,  France  would  have  made  fuch 
offers  upon  the  latter,  as  might  have  enabled 
the  Queen  to  have  figned  her  treaty,  with- 
out any  farther  regard  to  thofe  parties,  who. 

fhou-ld. 
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fhould  not  have  thought  fit  to  conclude  at 
the  fame  time.  That  the  laft  letters,  which 
her  Majefty  has  received  from  your  Grace, 
as  well  as  from  her  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Utrecht,  not  anfwering  this  hope,  which  (he 
had  conceived,  but  on  the  contrary,  mowing 
that  fome  few  differences  fiill  remain  unde- 
cided, in  the  treaty  between  her  Majefty 
and  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  and  that  very 
little  farther  progrefs  has  been  made,  towards 
fettling  the  interefts  of  thofe  powers,  whofe 
demands  have  met  with  the  greateft  oppofi- 
tion,  her  Majefty  has  judged  it  abfolutely 
necefTary  to  communicate  her  fentiments  in 
this  important  crifis,  and  the  meafures  which 
fhe  is  determined  to  follow,  to  his  Moft  Chris- 
tian Majefty  fincerely,  and  without  the  leafl 
referve. 

That  the  fruit  which  fhe  expects  from  this 
full  communication  of  her  intentions,  is,  ei- 
ther by  thefe  means  to  haften  the  conclufion 
of  the  general  peace,  between  her  Majefty 
and  the  Crowns  of  France  and  Spain,  or 
elfe,  at  the  worft,  to  prevent  at  this  feafon 
of  the  year,  and  the  approach  of  fpring,  any 
furprife  on  either  fide  ;  that  you  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Queen,  and  are  ready  to 
E  e  2  commu- 
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communicate  to  the  King,  her  Majefty's  lad 
refolutions,  as  well  upon  thofe  difputes,  which 
relate  particularly  to  the  interefts  of  Great 
Britain,  as  upon  the  chief  points  that  remain 
undetermined  in  the  general  plan  of  peace  ; 
that  thefe  are  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  new 
demands  on  France,  moil  of  them  are  points 
which  have  been  already  frequently  difcufted, 
and  all  of  them  are  the  moft  reafonablt 
compofitions  which  the  Queen  thinks  it  pof- 
fible  to  make,  for  accommodating  the  pre- 
fent  differences,  and  reftoring  the  public 
tranquillity. 

That  if  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  fhall 
think  fit  to  agree  in  thefe  particulars  with 
the  Queen,  your  Grace  has  directions  to  give 
immediate  notice  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Utrecht,  to  whom  a  courier  will  be  difpatched 
from  hence  to-morrow  morning,  with  the 
powers  necefTary  for  them  to  aflume  the 
haracler  of  AmbafTadors,  and  to  lign  the 
peace. 

That  thefe  Minifters,  upon  the  receipt 
of  this  advice  from  your  Grace,  are  directed 
to  declare  in  the  Congrefs,  that  the  interefts 
of  Great  Britain  and   France  are  entirely 

fettled, 
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fettled,  and  that  they  fhall  proceed  imme- 
diately to  fign  her  Majefty's  peace. 

That  theie  Minifters  are  likewife  directed, 
in  purfuance  of  this  declaration,  as  foon  as 
the  Minifters  of  France  themfelves  fhall 
defire  it,  and  as  the  feveral  inftruments  can 
be  prepared,  to  conclude :  that  it  is  to  be 
hoped  all  the  allies  will  finifh  at  the  fame 
time  ;  but  that  if  any  of  them  mould  not  be 
ready,  her  Majefty's  minifters  are  ordered 
neverthelefs  to  proceed  to  lign,  leaving  the 
general  plan,  as  it  is  underftood  at  Utrecht, 
and  with  the  alterations  and  additions  now 
propofed  by  her  Majefty,  as  the  fcheme  which 
fuch  parties  may,  within  a  term  to  be  fettled 
between  her  Majefty's  minifters  and  thofe  of 
France,  come  in  upon. 

That  this  proceeding,  on  the  Queen's 
part,  is  a  full  accomplilhment  of  that  promife 
which  her  Majefty  formerly  made,  and  has 
frequently  repeated  to  the  Moft  Chriftian 
King;  but,  that  the  declaration  which  al- 
ways accompanied  this  promife  of  her  Ma- 
jefty, muft  not  be  forgot ;  which  declaration 
was — That  if  her  allies  did  fincerely  enter 
into  difpofitions  for  peace,  and,  conlequently, 
tf  the  delay  of  concluding  did  not  arife  from 
E  e  3  them, 
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them,  her  Majefty  would  think  herfelf  obliged 
to  keep  other  meafures  with  them,  arid  not 
to  fign  without  them  ;  that  therefore,  if  his 
Moit  Chriftian  Majefty  mall  not  content  to 
the  proportions  which  your  Grace  is  ordered 
by  her  Majefty  to  make,  as  well  in  her  own 
behalf,  as  in  behalf  of  her  allies,  the  Queen 
will,  in  purfuance  of  the  eftablifhed  principle 
which  is  above-mentioned,  continue  her  good 
offices  for  reftoring  the  public  tranquillity, 
but  will  be  obliged  to  defer  the  execution  of 
her  treaty  with  France,  until  his  Moft  Chrif- 
tian Majefty  and  the  other  powers  concerned 
in  the  treaty  of  peace,  fhall  come  nearer  to 
an  agreement. 

That  upon  thefe  confiderations,  and  with 
thefe  views,  the  Queen  has  again  prorogued 
her  Parliament  till  Tuefday  the  third  of 
March,  O.S.;  that  the  manner  of  her  fpeak- 
ing  to  the  two  Houfes,  and  indeed  to  the 
whole  world,  will  depend  on  the  refolution 
which  the  Moft  Chriftian  King  (hall  take  on 
this  occafion.  That,  in  one  cafe,  her  Ma- 
jefty will  fpeak  of  her  own  peace  as  con- 
cluded, and  of  the  terms  of  peace  for  her 
allies,  as  agreed  between  herfelf  and  the 
King,  and  therefore  propofe  to  her  people  no 

other 
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other  provifions  for  the  fervice  of  the  year, 
than  what  are  neceflary  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  common  guards  by  lea  and  land,  in 
time  of  peace.     That  in  the  other  cafe,  her 
Majefty  will  be  obliged  to  ipeak  of  the  event 
-of  the  negociation    as    ftill    uncertain,  and 
therefore   to    demand   fuch   iiipplies  of  her 
Parliament  as  may  be  neceflary  for  earning 
ron  the  war,  if  unhappily  the  negociation  of 
peace  mould  not  fuccced.     That  it  is  now 
in   the  King's  power,  at  once  to   make  his 
peace  with  the -Queen,  and  to  feoure  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  general  treaty.    That  her  Majefty 
rhas,  through  the  whole  courle  of  this  negoci- 
ation, done  all  that  was  poftible  to  calm  the 
minds,  and  to  moderate  the  expectation   of 
the  feveral  allies.     That  the  general  plan  of 
peace,    with   the    proportions    now    made, 
comes  very  near  to  that  plan  which  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  thought  fit  to  offer.     In  a 
word,  that  the  Queen  can  reduce   the  de- 
mands of  her  allies  no  lower  than  thev  will, 
according  to  this  fcheme,  ftand,  and  that  fhe 
cannot  doubt  the  compliance  of  the  King, 
'fince  ihe  is  perfuaded  his  Majefty  will  main- 
itain  to  the  end  of  the  negociation,  the  fame 
E  e  4  Jjpirit 
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fpirit  of  facility,    the    fame  candour,   with 
which  it  was  begun. 

The  two  papers  inclofed  (No.  1,  No.  2) 

contain 


(1)  "  Memorial  of  the  Queen's  laft  reflations  upon  the  differences 
in  th'.  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce^  between  her  Majejly  and 
the  Moji  Chriftian  King, 

H  Treaty  of  Peace. 

"  The  difficulty  about  ihe  title  of  Eleftrefs  to  the  Princefs 
Sophia,  her  Majefty  is  determined  fhall  not  flop  the  figning  of 
the  treaty  ;  it  may  be  reafonable  that  France  give  upon  this 
occafion  a  declaration,  that  the  King  is  ready  to  acknowledge 
the  Electorate  in  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwic,  as  foon  as  the  Elector: 
of  Hanover  fhall  come  into  a  peace  with  France  and  Spain. 
Her  Majefty  infills  upon  the  fpecification  of  the  diftance  of 
thirty  leagues  on  the  fouth-eaft  coaft  of  Nova  Scotia.  Her 
Msjefty  perfifts  in  refufing  that  liberty  which  is  demanded  for ' 
the  fubjects  of  France,  to  fell  their  bona  immobilia  in  the  places 
yielded  or  reftored  to  the  Queen. 

u  If  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  infills  to  have  a  claufe  in- 
fertec',  by  virtue  whereof,  in  the  places  either  yielded  or  reftored 
to  the  Queen,  any  inhabitant,  being  a  papilt,  who  fhall  choofe 
to  continue  her  Majefty's  fubject,  may  have  the  free  ufe  of 
his  religion,  the  faid  claufe  will  be  admitted  with  words  to  this 
effect,  us  far  as  is  conjijient  'with  the  laws  and  policy  of  Great 
Britain." 

"  Treaty  of  Commerce. 

*'  The  Queen  admits  thefe  words,  in  qnacunque  occafone,  or 
fiich  other  words  as  may  prevent  it  being  thought,  that  a 
public  burying-place  fhould  be  fet  afide  for  every  nation. 

"  The  preceding  paragraph  which  is  the  ftcond  in  the 
paper  (6),  tranfmit  ed  by  the  Duke  of  Shrewlbury,  in  his 
letter  of  Febrmry  22d,  her  Majefty  thinks  ought  to  remain  ; 
and  being  reciprocal,  can  have.no  reafonable  objection  made 
to  it  on  the  part  of  France  :  1f  the  French  think  otheiwifc, 
the  Queen  will  not  ftop  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  for  this 
difference.  If  any  other  matters  are  left  in  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce undetermined,  they  fhall  be  fpccirically  referred  to  the 
Commifftoncrs  appointed  by  the  faid  treaty  to  meet  after  the 
peace." 

*'  (2)  Memorial 
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contain   her  Majefty's  refolutions  upon  the 
dilputed  articles  of  her  own  peace,  and  of 

the 


(2)  fi  Memorial  of  the  differences  relating   to   the  Liter  eft s  cf  tht 
Allies,  and  others,  'W.io  the  Queen's  ultimate  rejolution  upon  a 
head. 

"  Propofals  of  France.  "  The  Queen's  Propnfals. 

*'  Portugal. 
"  The  Molt  Christian  King  "  Portugal,  for  the  fake  of 
offers  to  change  the  provifi-  peace,  and  in  deference  to  the 
ohal  treaty  concluded  between  Queen,  agreeing  to  depart  from 
France  and  Portugal,  into  a  the  barrier  which  by  thrir  trea- 
definitive  one,  reserving  the  ty  they  are  entitled  to  expect, 
free  navigation  of  the  river  her  Mujelty  is  obliged  to  infill, 
of  the  Amazons,  which  is  to  in  their  behalf,  that  both  France 
be  in  common  between  the  two  and  Spain  fhall,  in  the  ftrongeft 
nations.  and  cleareft  terms,  engage  not 

to  moleft  the  dominions  of 
Portugal,  or  give  them  any 
trouble  under  any  pn  . 
whatfoever,  either  in  Europe, 
the  Weft-Indies,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  That  the 
hardfhips  impofed  upon  Portugal  by  France,  in  the  provincial 
treaty  (a  copy  whereof  is  herewith  lent,  and  a  flate  of  the 
as  it  has  been  given  in  by  the  Minifler  of  Poitugal  hero) 
fhall  be  wholly  removed;  that  to  this  end  the  Queen  infills 
that  France  fhall  depart  from  all  pretenfions  to  a  freedom  of 
navigation  in  the  river  of  the  Amazons;  that  the  north  as  well 
as  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  fhall,  for  the  future,  be  under- 
ilood  to  belong  to  the  Portuguele  ;  that  they  fhall  enter  again 
into  the  pofTeflion  of  the  country  which,  by  the  above-men- 
tioned treaty,  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  ;  that  the  laid  treaty 
fhall  be  made  definitive,  in  fuch  manner,  that  the  right  of 
country,  thereby  kept  in  fufpence,  fha!l  be  entirely  given  up, 
and  remain  for  ever  to  the  Crown  of  Portugal;  and  that  the 
boundarits  (hall  be  fo  clearly  and  distinctly  fettled,  in  a  treaty 
between  France  and  Portugal,  that  no  room  may  be  left  for 
any  farther  difpute  upon  tins  head  :  to  all  thib  the  Queen  \ 
mifes  to  give  her  guaranty. 

"  Elector  of  Bavaria.    •'  Elector  of  Bavaria. 

"  The  7th  of  December  lafl,        **  The  proposition,  as  then 

the  Eari  of  Strafford  informed    n:ade,  on  the  part  of  Frawce, 

the  by 
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the  general  plan.     Thefe  are  what  I  refer 
to  above,  and  what  your  Grace  will  pleafc 

to 


the  States-General,  by  the 
Queen's  command,  that  the 
Moft  Chriftian  King  made 
•preffing  inftances  in  favour  of 
his  ally,  the  Elector  of  Bavaria; 
that  what  the  King  pretended 
to  demand  for  him  was,  that 
the  faid  Elector  liiould  keep 
the  poffeffion  of  Luxembourg, 
Namur,  and  Charleroi,  being 
fubject  to  the  terms  of  the  bar- 
rier, until  he  fiiould  be  re-efta- 
blifhed  in  the  electorate  of  Ba- 
varia, and  be  put  in  the  rank 
and  dignity  of  ninth  Elector; 
that,  befides  this,  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  propofed 
that  the  kingdom  of  Sardinia 
fhould  be  given  to  the  faid 
Elector,  that  by  the  title  of 
King  the  difhonour  of  being 
degraded  to  the  ninth  elector- 
ate might  be  effaced. 

"  The  French  likewife  de- 
mand for  the  faid  Elector,  at 
pfefen.t,  that,  nfter  he  is  even 
refto.ed  to  Bavaria,  he  fhall 
retain  the  fovereignty  of  Lux- 
embourg, till  he  fhall  have 
received  an  entire  compenfa- 
tion  for  the  thirteen  millions 
of  florins  formerly  paid  for  the 
Upper  Palatinate,  and  iatif- 
faction  for  his  other  demands, 
arifing  from  inobfervation  of 
the  treaty  made  between  the 
late  Emperor  Joleph  and  the 
Electrefs  of  Bavaria,  at  Ilmer- 
iheim,  near  Landau* 


by  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  in 
behalf  of  the  Elector  of  Bava- 
ria, the  Queen  entirely  agrees 
to ;  and,  as  a  farther  compli- 
ance with  the  demands  of 
France  for  that  Prince,  her 
Majefty  likewife  offers  to  con- 
fent  that  the  Elector  fhall  con- 
tinue to  retain  the  fovereignty 
of  Luxembourg,  until  he  has 
a  juft  fatisfaction  made  him  on 
account  of  his  pretentions  in 
refpect  to  the  infraction  of  the 
treaty  of  Ilmerfheim.  But  the 
Queen  underftands  the  matter 
thus  :  that  the  Elector  is  not 
to  be  judge  of  his  own  fatif- 
faction  ;  that  fome  arbitration 
or  other  is  to  be  appointed,  to 
determine  the  fame  as  foon  as 
poflible,  and  her  Majefty  offers 
to  be  one  of  the  arbitrators; 
and  that  in  this  r;afe  alfo,  Lux- 
emburg, as  well  as  the  other 
places  to  be  given  up  by  the 
Eector,  is  to  be  fubject  to  the 
terms  of  the  barrier,  and  to  be 
garrifoned  from  the  moment 
his  peace  is  figned,  in  fitch 
manner  as  fhall  be  agreed 
among  the  allies. 

"  This  is  the  ultimatum 
which  the  Queen  prop:,fes  in 
refpect  to  the  Elector  of  Ba- 
varia ;  but  as  other  expedients 
have  been  mentioned  in  the 
courfe  of  the  negociation,  her 
Majelly,  to  facilitate  the  ac- 
commodation of  this  matter, 
is  willing  to  agree  to  either  of 
the  following  propofah,  pro- 
•    vjde4 
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to  offer,  as  the  Queen's  ultimatum,  to  the 
French. 

Her 

vided  the  parties  concerned  accept  of  one  of  them :  1 .  That  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria  {hall  give  up  Nieuport,  Charleroi,  Namur, 
Luxembourg,  and  all  that  be  is  in  pofleflion  of,  at  prefent,  to 
the  Emperor;  that  France  (hall  agree  to  add  to  the  Barrier  1  1 
the  empire,  either  bv  accepting  the  propofition  of  making  the 
river  Soor  the  boundary  between  Alfatia  and  the  empire,  or 
by  doling  in  with  the  offer  made  by  Count  Sinzendorf,  a 
Copy  whereof  goes  herewith.  On  the  other  lidc,  in  confider- 
ation  of  thefe  concciiions,  the  Emperor  lhail  content  imme- 
diately to  reftore  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  to  all  that  he  was  in 
poflerrion  of  before  the  war,  that  is,  both  to  his  territories  and 
to  his  rank  in  the  empire;  and  this  to  be  uncierftood  us  a  lull 
fatisfaction  to  that  Elector,  lor  all  dauanci  cr.     But 

to  make  the  Elector  Palatine  amends  ior  what  he  will  lofe  by 
this  expedient,  the  Emperor  (hail  give  him  the  kingdom  ot 
Sardinia.     Or, 

"  2.  That  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  (hall  be  immediately  re- 
ftored,  both  to  the  pofTeflion  of  all  his  territories  in  the  Em- 
pire, and  to  his  rank  in  the  imperial  College;  and  that  in 
lieu  of  the  Upper  Palatinate,  the  Elector  Palatine  (hall  have  the 
places  and  countries,  of  which  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  is  at  pa- 
tent poflefled  ;  together  with  Inch  Others  as  the  Emperor  (hall 
part  with  on  that  tide,  as  alio  that  territory  which  will  be 
yielded  by  France,  in  cafe  the  Soor  be  made  the  barrier  of 
the  empire ;  and  as  the  Emperor  will,  by  this  propofition, 
retain  the  kingdom  of  Sardinia,  fome  expedient  mult  be  found, 
by  erecting  the  Elector  Palatine's  territory  into  a  kingdom,  or 
bv  fome  other  way,  to  recompenfe  him  for  the  lofs  of  the  rank 
of  firft  Elector.  ' 

M  Barrier  of  the  States.    "  Barrier  of  the  States. 

*' France  likewife  in  yielding  "  The  Queen  agrees  that 
Ipres  and  its  chutellany,  ex-  France  (hould  retain  St.  Amand 
cept  the  bailliage  of  Bailleul  and  Mortagne,  provided  the 
and  Poperingue.  latter  be  kept   purely    for   a 

"  France  excepts  out  of  the  communication  by  water  be- 
ceflicm  of  the  Tourneiis,  Mor-  twecrj  Conde  and  Douay  ;  and 
tagne  and  St.  Amand.  that  France  be  obliged'  at  no 

time,  and  on  no  account,   to 
make  any  fluices  or  fortifica- 
tions there. 
"As  ««I 
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Her  Majefty  thinks  it  impoflible,  that  the 
King  can  have  any  difficulty  in  agreeing  to 
thofe  points,  whereon  fhe  infifts  as  to  her 
own  interefts.  There  are  but  two  which 
deferve  to  have  a  paragraph  bellowed  up- 
on them,  and  they  are  in  the  1 2th  and  in  the 
14th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace.  We 
perfuade  ourfelves  that  Moniieur  de  Torcy's 
argument  upon  the  firft  of  thefe,  makes  di- 


u  I  do  not  find  in  the  pa-  "  As  to  the  bailliage  of  BaiN 
pers  brought  over  by  Mr.  Prior,  leul  and  Poperingue,  her  Ma- 
that  any  mention  was  made  jetty,  in  her  fpeech  to  her  Par- 
of  thefe  two  places.  liament    declared,     that     the 

"  Commines,  Deallemonde,  States- General  mould  have 
Trelinghen,  and  Houpelines  their  barrier,  as  it  was  fpecified 
were  defired  to  be  given  with  in  the  preliminaries  of  1 709, 
Lille,  as  being  fituated  on  the  except  two  or  three  places  at 
Lis,  and  that  they  would  create  mod,  in  which  number  Ipres 
difputes  if  two  powers  enjoyed  is  not  contained;  as  there- 
them,  having  part  on  one  fide  fore  the  faid  preliminaries  do 
and  part  on  the  other  fide  of  fpecify,  that  France  (hall  deli- 
the  river.  ver   up   to   the   States,   Ipres 

and  its  chatellany,  with  the  de- 
pendancy  thereof,  which  are 
reckoned  to  be  Baillieul  or  Belle,  Warneton,  Commines,  War- 
wyck,  Poperingue,  and  whatfoeverelfe  depends  on  thofe  places 
(the  town  and  chatellany  of  Caffel,  remaining  to  the  Moit 
Chriftian  King)  her  Majefty  does  think,  that  only  the  town 
and  chatellany  of  Caffel,  are  to  be  excepted  out  of  the  ceffion 
of  Ipres  and  its  dependences,  and  that  the  bailliage  of  Builleol 
and  Poperingue  are  not  to  be  yielded  to  the  States-General 
by  France,  :;.»  dependencies  of  Ipres  ;  this  her  Majefty  docs 
propoft  as  her  dccifion  in  this  cafe.  But  if  France  (hall  agree 
t)  all  the  other  conditions,  as  well  concerning  the  inhered 
of  the  allies,  as  thofe  <>f  Great  Britain  in  particular;  in  fuch 
cafe,  if  it  were  argued  very  preffingly,  the  Queen  would 
confent  that  the  French  (hould  retain  the  bailliage  of  Bail- 
•kul,  and  that  the  States  fhould  have  Poperingue." 


rectly 
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re&ly  againfl  him,  and  for  us ;  fince  they 
agree  not  to  Mm  upon  the  coaft  of  Acadie, 
nor  upon  the  bank,  it  can  do  them  no  hurt 
to  have  the  boundary  fixed  at  thirty  leagues  ; 
and  fure,  my  Lord,  your  naming  a  deter- 
minate diftance,  is  much  lefs  likely  to  create 
new  difputes,  than  a  general  ftipulation.  The 
claufe  of  the  bo?ja  immobilia,  in  the  14th  ar- 
ticle, her  Majefty  never  heard  of,   till  the 
French  counter-project  was  tranfmitted,  about 
the  end  of  iaft  December;   and  flie  never 
agreed  to  that  pretention  of  felling  the  im- 
moveables  in   St.   Chriitopher  and  Acadie, 
upon  the  diftinclion  of  places  yielded,  and 
places  reilored  ;  but  in  debating  of  this  mat- 
ter, it  was  faid  by  her  order,  to  mow  the 
abfurdity  of  this  demand,  that  the  French 
would  have  more  reafon  to  expect  fuch  a 
privilege  in  Newfoundland,  where  they  did 
not  demand  it,  than  in  St.  Chriftopher's  and 
Acadie,  where  they  did  demand  it ;  and  from 
hence,  I  obferve,  in  the  paper  lent  me  by  your 
Grace,  and  marked  (No.  3),  that  Monfieur 
de  Torcy  would  fuppofe,  that  this  privilege 
was  to  be  allowed  to  them  in  St.  Chrifto- 
pher's,  Acadia,  and  Newfoundland;  which, 
furely,  if  not  at  any  time  very  fair,  and  when 
3  there 
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there  is  fo  much  reafon  on  all  articles  to 
fhim  delay,  not  very  wife.  Upon  the  whole 
matter,  I  wifh  the  French  may  as  eafily  con- 
fent  to  the  papers  marked  (2)  as  I  dare  fay 
they  will  to  that  marked  (1).  I  believe  that 
whenever  it  fhall  be  confidered,  how  far  the 
demands  of  the  allies  are,  by  her  Majefty's 
interpofition,  reduced  from  what  was  for- 
merly aiked,  and  from  what  France  itfelf 
would  have  willingly  granted  ;  the  fcheme 
of  peace  as  it  will  ftand,  when  thefe  pro- 
portions made  by  the  Queen,  fhall  be  ac- 
cepted, muft  be  thought  fuch  a  bargain,  as' 
no  fide  can  have  reafon  to  complain  of,  and 
Ibeg  your  Grace's  leave  to  make  fome  ob- 
fervations  on  the  principal  heads.  The 
States-General  have  hitherto  infilled  on 
Conde,  in  addition  to  the  barrier  offered 
them,  on  the  four  fpecies,  and  on  all  the  de- 
pendances  belonging  to  Ipres  and  Tournay 
now  difputed.  Their  demand  of  Conde,  the 
Queen  confents  fhould  be  dropped ;  the  four 
Ipecics  lhe  has  fo  far  given  up  in  her  own 
cafe,  as  to  refer  the  difcuffion  of  them  to 
commifTioncrs,  and  me  expects  that  the 
States  mould  do  the  fame.  Of  the  depcn- 
dances  which  ait  (till  controverted,  two, 
1  viz. 
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vrz.  St.  Amand  and  Mortagnc,  for  the  lat- 
ter of  which,  the  French  have  the  pretence 
of  conveniency  ;  the  Queen  is  willing  to  ob- 
lige the  Dutch  to  yield.  The  other  two, 
viz.  Bailleul  and  Poperingue,  which  are  nei- 
ther paries  nor  fortreffes,  and  in  the  yielding 
whereof  nothing  is  concerned,  but  a  little 
more  or  little  leis  revenue,  the  Queen  is  de- 
firous  to  prcferve  for  the  States,  though 
your  Grace  has  a  power  of  departing  from 
the  former,  rather  than  not  conclude. 

Surely,  my  Lord,  upon  a  fair  computation, 
the  fum  total  of  the  conceflions  made  to 
France,  will  balance  that  of  the  conceflions 
made  by  France,  in  this  part  of  the  plan 
which  relates  to  Holland.  Upon  the  head 
of  Bavaria,  the  French  would  do  well  to 
coniider  what  diiadvantage  their  ftifthefs,  as 
to  the  barrier  of  the  Empire,  throws  all 
arguments  under,  which  are  made  uie  of 
in  behalf  of  this  Elector.  The  proportion 
which  my  Lord  Strafford  made  for  him, 
ibme  time  ago,  and  which  her  MajenVy 
thought  the  French  intended  to  acquiefce 
in,  is  not  without  its  difficulties  -,  yet  even 
that  appears  to  them  not  iulfkient  for  their 
ally,  and  they  have  been  trying  by  all  arts. 

of 
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of  negociation  to  get  more  for  him  ;  though 
it  might  be  expected  that  the  Queen  fhould 
think  herfelf  under  no  obligation,  fince  the 
French  Minifters  did  not  at  firfr.  accept  what 
fhe  offered  in  their  matter's  name,  yet  her 
Majefty  is  itill  willing  to  ftand  to  that  pro- 
pofal,  ibftened  and  improved  to  the  Elector's 
advantage,  as  your  Grace  finds  in  the  me- 
morial that  accompanies  this  letter  ;  and  the 
tingle  queftion  feems  to  be,  whether  France 
will  be  contented  to  accept  what,  without 
the  Queen's  affiftance,  they  could  never  have 
hoped  to  obtain  for  the  Elector  ;  or  whether 
they  will  defer  their  peace  with  the  Queen, 
and  expofe  the  general  treaty  to  new  dan- 
gers, in  order  to  play  fuch  a  trick  as  indirectly 
to  endeavour  to  acquire  Luxemburg,  which 
they  have  in  their  general  offers  plainly 
yielded  ?  for  this  is,  without  difpute,  the 
meaning  of  all  their  late  management.  I 
have  reafon  to  believe  from  the  accounts 
that  have  come  to  my  hands,  of  what  has 
paffed  at  Utrecht,  that  the  demand  made 
for  Portugal  will  go  very  hardly  down  at  the 
French  court,  and  yet  finely  there  was  no- 
thing more  reafonable  for  France  to  confent 
to  than  what  the  Queen  propofes.     Portu- 

Sal 
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£al  was  entitled  to  demand  a  confiderable 
barrier,  and  whatever  contempt  the  French 
Minifters  may  think  fit  to  treat  the  Portu- 
guefe  with,  yet  they  ought  to  pay  refpecl  to 
tliis  pretenfion  ;  and  iince  it  was  become  her 
Majefty's  pretenfion,  by  the  engagement  fhe 
entered  into  when  fhe  made  the  treaty  of 
1703,  this  barrier  is  at  once  given  up,  and 
in  lieu  thereof  a  promiilbry  fecurity  only  is 
demanded  of  France  and  Spain.  Now,  fince 
the  Portuguefe  do  confent  to  accept  of  this 
fecurity,  in  lieu  of  that  which  they  had  fti- 
pulated  for  themfelves,  and  fince  the  Queen's 
honour  is  concerned,  not  to  oblige  them  to 
part  with  one,  without  making  the  other  ef- 
fectual to  them  ;  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that 
in  Europe  no  attempt  can  be  made  upon 
this  nation,  which  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain will  not  be  almoft  as  much  at  hand  to 
oppofe,  as  France  or  Spain  can  be  to  carry 
it  on ;  but  in  Brazil  the  cafe  is  not  the  fame. 
The  French  have  there  flided  themfelves 
into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Portuguefe, 
they  arc  every  day  fiarting  new  pretenfions, 
and  making  new  encroachments  upon  them  ; 
the  Queen  is  at  a  diftance,  and  thofe  feeble 
ill-governed  colonies  may  be  overrun,  before 
Vol.  III.  F  f  the 
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the  news  of  their  being  attacked  will  arriv  • 
in  London.  Nothing,  therefore,  can  be  more 
juft,  than  for  the  Queen  to  expect  that,  in 
confederation  of  what  me  yields,-  for  that 
expreffion  may  be  properly  ufed,  in  Europe, 
France  mould  yield  fomething  in  America. 
Farther,  the  navigation  of  the  river  of  the 
Amazons  cannot  but  give  umbrage  even  to 
the  Spaniard.  Whoever  is  informed  of  the 
fremeft  accounts  which  have  come  from 
thofe  parts,  and  of  the  lateft  difcoveries 
which  have  been  made,  will  eafily  perceive 
what  reafons  the  Spaniards  mull  have  for 
their  apprehenfions.  In  ihort,  my  Lord,  the 
iburce  of  the  river  mtift  belong  to  the  Spa- 
niard, the  mouth  of  it  to  the  Portuguefe, 
and  neither  the  French  nor  the  Englifh,  nor 
any  other  nation,  mutt  have  an  avenue  open- 
into  that  country.  I  am  almoft  afhamed 
to  have  ufed  fo  many  words  upon  this  fub- 
jec~t,  when  1  coniider  that  I  am  arguing 
again  ft  an  advantage  purely  national ;  when 
I  am  not  proving  that  the  French  ought  to 
give  up  what  they  have  had  an  actual  pof- 
idiion  of,  but  am  barely  defiring  them  to 
forego  that,  which  they  never  enjoyed  but 
in  idea. 

Your 
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V bur  Grace  may,  perhaps,  wonder  why 
there  is  nothing  laid  in  the  paper  (2)  con- 
cerning the  interefts  of  the  Duke  of  Sa- 
voy ;  but  the  reafon  of  it  is,  becaufe  your 
Grace  muft,  without  giving  up  the  point, 
defer  the  determining  it.  The  Queen  ob- 
ferves,  that  in  your  letter  of  the  1 6th,  you 
are  pleafed  to  fay,  that  France  will  yield 
what  has  been  afked  for  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
to  him,  upon  condition  that  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  will  yield  to  them  la  Vallee  de  Barce- 
lonette  awe  les  douze  communautcs  dont  elk 
eft  compojec.  By  the  letter  from  the  Count 
de  Maffei  to  me,  which  comes  incloied,  your 
Grace  will  perceive,  that  the  French  Mi- 
ll ifters  at  Utrecht  have  made  the  propor- 
tion in  another  manner;  and  have  laid  that 
avec  les  terres  propofees  de  la  cwite  de  Nice,  U 
Rot  dzmandoit  la  Vallee  de  Barcelonette.  We 
take  it  for  granted,  that  the  inftruclions  of 
the  French  Plenipotentiaries  were  agree- 
able to  what  your  Grace  has  writ,  but  thefe 
gentlemen  it  ieems,  had  a  mind  de  /aire  les 
bons  valets  ;  and  it  is  no  wonder  we  do  not 
know  the  true  fenfe  of  the  Minifters  of  Sa- 
voy, upon  this  offer  of  the  French  court,  fince 
the  King's  Minifters  have  not  truly  ftated 
F  f  2  tke 
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the  offer  to  the  Minifters  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs.     It   is  therefore  the  Queen's  pleafurer 
that  your  Grace  ibould  open  this  matter  to 
Monfieur   de   Torcyj  and  mould   let   him 
know,  that  for  this  reafon,  the  Queen  has 
not  fpoke  ib  peremptorily  on  this  head,  as 
me  has  done  upon  others  ;  but  that  her  Ma- 
jefty  will  inufr.  to  the  laft  to  obtain  for  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  that  which  is  neceffary  for 
his  i'ecurity,  he  giving  the  equivalent  he  has 
offered,  or  fomething   equal  to    that  equi- 
valent, for  it..     Whether  the  Valley  of  Bar- 
celonette   be    that    fomething   or    no,   the 
Queen  cannot  yet  determine  ;  and  upon  this 
occafion,  my  Lord,  I  cannot  forbear  making 
two   reflections  on   the  conduct  which  the 
French  court  has  held,   and  the  arguments 
which  their  Minifters  have  ufed  in  debating 
this  part  of  the  general  treaty*     Their  firft 
rcaibn  for  refufing  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  the 
addition   which  he  demanded  to  his  barrier 
was,  that  this  addition  could  not  be  looked 
upon  as  really  and  eiTentially  neceffary  to  his 
iecurity ;  foon  after,  they  offered,  as  an  ex- 
pedient for  compromifing  the  difficulty,  that 
the  King  mould  keep  the  villages  demanded 
by  the  Duke,  but  oblige  himfelf  not  to  can- 
ton, 
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ton,  at  any  time,  troops  in  them.  I  appeal 
to  your  Grace,  whether  thofe  who  propofed 
this  expedient  did  not  thereby  very  fully 
give  up  the  arguments  they  had  before  in- 
fixed upon  ?  Another  objection  made  on  the 
part  of  France  to  this  demand  was,  that  the 
villages  in  queftion,  were  part  of  the  ancient 
domain  of  the  crown,  which  it  feems  his 
Majefty  can  upon  no  account  whatfoever 
refolve  to  yield  ;  and  yet  this  point  of  ho- 
nour is  to  be  got  over,  and  this  domain  is  to 
be  parted  with,  provided  the  Valley  of  Bar- 
celonette  be  given  in  exchange. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  your  Grace  perceives 
that  the  Queen  continues  (till  of  the  fame 
opinion,  with  reipect  to  this  article  of  the 
Duke  of  Savon's  demands,  although  (he  can- 
not fpeak  fo  pofitively  of  it  as  (he  would 
do,  becaufe  the  falie  proportion  made  by 
the  French  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht  has 
hindered  her  from  knowing  the  fenfe  of  the 
Savoy  Minifters  upon  the  true  one.  But 
I  mult  open  another  matter  to  your  Grace, 
which  renders  her  Majefty  lefs  zealous  in 
this  caufe,  than  otherwife  (he  would  be.  or 
at  lead  makes  her  think  it  proper  to  give 
fome  appearance  of  coolnefs.     When  Mon- 

F  f  3  fieur 


438  LETTERS    AND 

fieur  de  Mellarede  was  in  England,  he  afked 
her  Majeity's  leave  to  form  a  body  of  Irim 
troops,  which  the  Duke  of  Savoy  propofed 
to  take  into  his  pay,  for  the  garrifoning  of 
Sicily.  The  Queen  did  not  think  fit  to  agree 
to  this  propofal ;  but,  in  lieu  thereof*  Mon- 
fieur  de  Mellarede  was  told,  that  her  Ma- 
jefty  would  furnim  his  matter  with  five  old 
regiments  of  foot,  to  be  kept  in  Sicily  ;  that 
in  conlideration  of  this,  he  mould  be  ob- 
liged, in  cafe  Minorca  was  attacked,  to  fend 
land  fuccours  from  Sicily  thither,  as  her  Ma- 
jefty  would  be  obliged,  in  cafe  Sicily  was 
attacked,  to  fend  a  fquadron  of  her  mips 
from  Minorca  thither.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  Moniieur  de  Mellarede  defired  a  pro- 
ject of  a  convention  for  the  entertainment  of 
thefe  troops,  which  was  not  at  that  time 
given  him,  and  which  has  been  very  lately 
fent  over ;  but  the  overture  having  been 
made  to  him,  her  Majefty  is  a  good  deal 
mocked  to  find,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  has 
not  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  take  any 
the  lead:  notice  thereof. 

1  have  now  gone  through  all  which  I  had 
in  command  from  her  Majefty  to  your  Grace, 
as  to  the  manner  of  winding  up  this  gn 


ncgociation. 
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negociation.     I    fhall    conclude  this  fubject 
by  faying  that  to  you,  which  I  am  fure  you 
will  fay    to  the   Minifters  of  France,  that 
the  King  has  now  the  whole  before  him,  that 
the  fear  of  pofterior  demands,  the  old  exculc 
for  unfatisfactory  anfweis,  can  no  longer  be 
o-iven  ;  and  we  had  better  run   the  rifle  of 
thofe    confu  lions,    which    mull    follow    the 
breaking  the  negociation,  or  even   the  pro- 
tracting it,  than  iubmit  to  receive  the  law 
in  fo  arbitrary  a  manner  as  we  mud:  do,  if 
France  refutes  to  fubferibe  to  the  plan  now 
chalked  out  by  the  Queen.     When   I  con- 
sider the  clcarnefs  with  which  your  Grace 
will  exprefs  thefe  orders,  the  arguments  with 
which  you  will  back  them,  and  the  fpirit 
with  which,  I  am  fure,  you  will  fupport  the 
whole,  I  confefs  1  cannot  have  very  much 
.concern  about  the  event. 

I   fruill    not    fail   to  difpatch  the  powers 
and    iuitructions    above-mentioned    to    the 
Queen's  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht. 
I   am,  &c. 

BoLINGBROKE. 


F  f  4  To 
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To  the  Duke  of  Shrew/bury. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  February  17th,   1712,  O.S. 

I  SHOULD,  by  this  courier,  particularly 
anfwer  the  private  letters  which  your  Grace 
has  honoured  me  with,  and  fend  you  at  the 
fame  time  the  informations  you  want,  in 
order  more  clofely  to  examine  AfTurini,  the 
father  and  the  fon ;  but  it  is  fo  extremely 
late,  and  I  am  fo  thoroughly  fpent,  that  I 
mutt  beg  your  Grace  to  excufe  me,  till  the 
next  opportunity  of  writing. 

The  Queen  is  not  yet  able  to  walk, 
from  the  weaknefs  which  the  gout  leaves  in 
her  limbs ;  otherwife,  God  be  praifed !  fhe 
is  in  a  good  ftate  of  health  :  we  have  fome 

advices,  as  if *  was  not  in  the  fame, 

the  truth  of  which  your  Grace  mufr.  be  bet- 
ter informed  of. 

I  am  lefs  and  lefs  fatisfied  every  day  with 
the  Duke  d'Aumont ;  all  the  Abbe  Gaultier 
can  do  to  fet  him  right  is  done,  but  he  is 
too  conceited  ever  to  mend.  1  find  the 
Spanifh  Miniftcr  very  much  mocked  at  fome 

*  Meaning,  probably,  Louis  XIV. 

part 
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part  of  his  behaviour.     Your  Grace  eafily 
believes  I  take  no  pains  to  heal  this  breach. 
I  am,  &c. 


To  the  Duke  of  Shrewjbury. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  Feb.  18th,  17 12-13. 

I  DISPATCH  this  mcffenger,  in  hopes 
he  may  be  able  to  overtake  Phillips,  who 
went  away  early  this  morning  with  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth's  letters,  and  a  voluminous 
packet  from  me,  to  your  Grace. 

I  made,  it  feems,  fome  fmall  miftake,  in 
taking  the  Queen's  ienfe,  as  to  that  article 
which  relates  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  ill 
the  paper  2d.  Your  Grace  will  therefore 
pleafe  to  ufe  that  which  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  tranlmit  to  you  *,  inilead  of  the 

other. 


#  "  Memorial  of  the  Queen's  ultimate  re/olution  upon  the  principal 
f*int  s  which  remain  unfettled  in  the  general  plan  of  Peace. 

"  Portugal. 
*  The  King  of  Portugal  being  determined  to  fign  his  peace 
with  France  and  Spain  at  the  lame  time  with  the  Queen,  hur 
Majetty  thinks  herlelt  "obliged  to  infill,  in  behalf  of  that  Crown, 
that  France  and  Spain  lhall,  in  the  ftrongeft  and  cleared  terms, 
engage  not  to  molelt  the  dominions  of  Portugal,  or  to  give 
them  any  trouble,  under  any  pretence  whatlbever,  either  in  Eu- 
rope, the  Weft-Indies,  or  any  other  part  of  the  world j  that  the 
provisional  treaty  made  by  France  with  that  Crown,  a  copy  of 

which 
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other.  In  this  paper,  the  miftake  I  mention 
is  not  only  reclined,  but  fome  other  points 
are  more  fully  and  clearly  exprefTed. 

The 


which  treaty,  together  wipn  a  fta^  of  this  cafe  *s  it   has  beer, 
given  in  by  the  Minifter  of  Portugal  rending  here,  accompa, 
this  memorial,  ihall  not  only  be  made  definitive,  as  the  French 
minilters  have  offered,  but  alio  effectually  to  i'ecure  the  Portu- 
guese in  the  iniict  poifcfiion  of  tfaeir  fettlements.     That  Fra 
lhall  exprefsly    depart    from    all   pretentions  to  a   freedom    of 
navigation  in  the  River  of  the' Amazons.     That  the  north  fhore 
as  well  as  the  fouth  fhore  of  this  rjyer,  fhall  for  the  future  be 
understood  to  belong  to  the  Portuguefe.     That  the   Portuguese 
fhall  again  take  pofidhcn  of,  and  for  the  future  quietly  enjoy, 
without  any  difturbance  on  the  part  of  France,   that  country 
which,  by  the  abovementioned  provifional  treaty,  they  were  ob- 
liged to  evacuate.  That  the  boundaries  ihall  be  by  treaty  clearly 
and  diftinftly  fixed,  between   the   poffeffions  of  the  Portugueie 
thus    eftablifhed,  and    inch    fettleuient    or    fettlements  as   the 
French  may  actually  have  on  the  coaft,  fo  as  to  leave  no  ro 
tor  future  difpute  on  this  head.     That,  in  con  li  deration  of  thole 
articles,  and  of  the  fatxsf^ftion  which  it  will  be  prppofed  I 
Spanifh  minifter  that  the  King  of  Spain  fhall  give  to  the  Crown 
of  Portugal,  not  only  with  feipect  to  the  colony  of  the  Sacra- 
ment, but  alio  with  refpect  to  the  demands  made  by  the  , 
tugucie,  and  formerly  allowed  by  the  Spaniards,  on  account  of 

affiento;   the  King.  I  fhall  dep  art  from,  all  r3r< 

lions  to  any  place  or  places  as  a  barrier;  or  oiherwife   on  the 
continent  of  Spain.     That  the  guaranty  of  the  Queen  fhall 
^  pted  of  to  all  conditions  of  peace  between  France,    Spain 

and  Portugal." 

"  Elector  or  Bavaria. 

li  Tropoptlon  made  h  the  Earl  "  'l'hat  the  propofitiun  ; 

tf  Strafford,  the  yt/j  of  De-  by  the  Earl  of  Strafford  ai  the 

.it/i/>rt,   1712,  N.S.  ue,  on  the  7th  of  I) 

"  The  Mofl  Chriftian  King  her  laft,    N.S.   be  accepted,   in 

demanded  in  favour  of  Ids  ;:l!v  the  terms  in  which  it  was  then 

at  made,  and  which  are  inferhd 

ill--                        fhould   keep  in  the  margin  of  this  p; 

ili' n  of  Luj  ■               s  except  as  to  the  alteration  of 

niur,  arid!                               lb-  them  contained  in  the  follow - 

je-'t  ing 


CORRESPONDENCE,     &C.  44.3 

The    Queen  was   glad    to    find   in   your 
Grace's  letter  of  the  1 6th,  that  orders  have 

been 


je6t  to  the  terms  of  the  Barrier, 
until  he  lliould  be  re-eftabl idl- 
ed in  the  Electorate  of  Bavaria, 
exclusive  of  the  Upper  Palati- 
nate, and  be  put  in  the  rank 
and  dignity  of  9th  Elector. 
Betides,  his  Molt  Chriftian  Ma- 
jetty  propoted,  that  the  I 
dom  of  Sardinia  j'hould  be  given 
to  the  laid  Elector,  that  by  the 
title  of  King,  the  diihonour  of 
being  degraded  to  the  9th  Elec- 
torate might  be  erh:< 

"   Addition    to    the   fecond 


ing  paragraph,  which  is  the 
utmoit  length  her  Ma  jetty  caa 
go,  in  compliance  with  the 
Molt  Chriitian  King  upon  this 
head. 


That    whereas    by   the 


proportion  made  by  the  Earl  of  propofition  made  by  the  Earl 
Strafford,  in  favour  of  the  of  Stratford,  the  faid  Elector 
Elector  of  Bavaria.  is  to  keep  pofielfion  of  Lux- 

emburg, Namur,  and  Charle- 
roi.  fubjeci  to  the  terms  of  the 
barrier,  no  longer  than  till  he  is  re-eftabiifhed  in  the  electorate 
of  BaVaria,  exclufive  of  the  Upper  Palatinate,  till  he  Lave  the 
kingdom  of  Sardinia  yielded  to  him,  and  till  he  be  put  in  the 
rank  and  dignity  of  ninth  Elector;  it  is  now  ottered  farther 
in  favour  of  this  Elector,  that  he  mail  retain  the  fovercignty 
of  Luxemburg,  until  fatisfaclion  has  been  made  him  for  his 
pretentions  in  refpedt  to  the  infraction  of  the  treaty  of  Ihner- 
flicim,  provided 'this  Elector  do  not  pretend  to  be  judge  of 
his  ow  ion-  but  accept  fome  arbitration  or  other,  and 

her  Majelty  oilers  to  be  one  of  the  arbitrators;  and  provided 
there  be  no  farther  difpute  about  the  garrifoning  of  this  place, 
of  Namur,  or  of  Charltrol.  the  fecurity  of  which  important 
places  is  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  peace,  this  is 
the  ultimatum  which  the  Queen  propofes  in  refpecl  to  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria;  but  if  the  infilling  upon  this  fhould  pro- 
duce on  the  part  of  the  Emperor,  any  other  propofition, 
equally  or  mon  [e   to   the  Elector,  her  Majelty  will 

come  into  the  fame." 

"  Si  ATES-GeNEK  AL. 

"  For  accommodating  the  differences  which  remain  between 
the  Minilters  of  France,  and  thofe  of  Holland,  her  Majelty 
propofes, 

"  Tha 
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been  fo  readily  given  for  recalling  the  li- 
cences bargained  for  by  the  Count  de  Berg- 
heyck,  for  fix  French  (hips  to  fail  to  the 
South  Sea.  The  French  Minifters  gave  a 
good  turn  to  their  own  conduct  in  this  affair, 
and  I  will  be  far  from  robbing  them  of  the 
applaufe  they  merit ;  but  to  your  Grace  I 
mull  fay,  that  the  refufal  which  the  King  of 
Spain  declared  he  would  give  to  the  confir- 
mation of  the  Count  de  Bergheyck's  con- 
tract, was  fome  ingredient  in  promoting  the 
refolution  which  the  Court  of  France  took. 

v  That  the  States-General  fliall  refer,  as  her  Majefty  has,  on 
her  part,  already  done,  the  coniideration  of  the  four  excepted 
fpecies  to  Commiflaries  who  may  meet  after  the  peace. 

•*  That  St.  Amand  and  Mortagne  remain  to  France,  provid- 
ed the  latter  be  kept  purely  for  a  communication  by  water  be- 
tween Conde  and  Douay ;  and  that  France  be  obliged  at  no 
time,  and  on  no  account,  to  make  any  flukes  or  fortifications 
there.  That  the  bailliage  of  Bailleul  and  Poperingue  do  re- 
main to  the  Dutch. 

"  This  her  Majefty  propofes  as  her  decifion  in  the  difputes 
between  Holland  and  France  :  but  if  France  fliall  agree  to  the 
other  condition*,  and  fliow  an  inclination  at  once  to  finifli ; 
in  fuch  cafe,  if  it  may  be  of  ufe  to  fave  time,  and  conclude 
the  whole  fyftem  of  a  general  peace,  her  Majefty  will  con- 
sent, and  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  may  agree,  that  the  bail- 
liage of  Bailleul  remain  to  France,  and  that  Poperingue  go 
along  with  Ipres. 

"  Thefe  propofals  being  accepted  by  his  Moft  Chriflian 
Majefty,  they  are  to  be  added  to  the  articles  which  have  been 
already  adjufted  at  Utrecht,  and  the  whole  is  to  be  looked  upou 
as  the  general  plan,  which  her  Majefty  and  the  Moft  Chriftian 
ting  are  agreed  in,  which  the  Minilters  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  fhail  jointly  offer  to  the  allies,  and  upon  the  aflurance 
of  making  which  good,  her  Majefty  will  forthwith  fign  her 
treaty  of  p« - 

If 
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If  I   was  not   afraid   your  Grace  would 
think  me  tedious,  I  would,  upon   this  oc- 
cafion,  lay,  that  the  French  cannot  eftablifh, 
at  this  time,  a  wifer  principle,  than  that  of 
curing  the  world  of  the  jealoufy  which  has 
been   entertained  of  the  defigns  of  France, 
to  let  themfelves  in,  not  only  to  the  Spa- 
nifTi  trade,  but  the  Spanifli  dominions  too, 
in  the  Weft  Indies ;  and  from  hence  a  very 
good  argument  may   be    drawn,    why    the 
proportion,  made  by  her  Majefty  in  the  be- 
half of  Portugal,  mould,  without  helitation, 
be  accepted.     Some  encroachments   which 
have  been  already  made  by  the  French,  in 
the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  and  the  defign 
which   they  appear  to  have  of  cftabliming 
and  ftrengthening  themfelves  in  their  colony 
of  Louifa,  which  is  not  for   from  the  king- 
dom of  Mexico,  give  appreheniions  of  their 
future  undertakings  in  North  /America.     If 
they    infihV   to    drive   the  Portuguele   from 
the  north  more  of  the  river  of  the  Amazons, 
and  to  confirm  to  themfelves  a  ris:ht  of  navi- 
gation  in  that  river,  the   world   will  be  as 
much  alarmed  at  what  they  may  hereafter 
attempt  in  South  America. 

The  French  tried,   in  Mr.  Prior's  cafe, 

one 
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one  of  thofe  little  artifices,  which  they  can- 
not abandon,  which  always  fix  a  certain 
degree  of  infamy  upon  thofe  who  ufe  themj 
and  which  feldom  or  never  procure  any 
advantage,  equal  to  the  Conftant  difadvan- 
tage  of  a  bad  character.  But  as  I  look  up- 
on this  matter  to  be  now  entirely  over,  there 
needs  no  more  to  be  faid  about  it  ;  and  I  am 
forry  it  gave  Mr.  Prior  fo  much  concern. 
I  am,  &c. 

BoLINGBROKE-' 


De  MonJIenr  de  fcrcy. 

A  Verfailles,  le  7me  Fevrier,  17 13,  N.S. 

JE  briil e,  avec  beaucoup  de  plaifir,  une 
lettre  que  j'eus  l'honneur  de  vous  ecrire 
avant  hicr.  Je  vous  exhortois  a  finir  une 
negociation  qui  languifFoit :  mais,  graces  a 
Dieu  !  vous  l'avez  terminee,  &  quoiqu'il  ait 
falu  ceder  a  la  vehemence  de  Matthieu,  je 
ne  lui  reprocherai  point  une  victoire  qui' 
ttablit  enfin  la  paix  entre  nous.  Faites 
qu'elle  foit  promptcment  fignee,  pour  im- 
pofer  iilence  aux  mauvais  raifonneurs,  dont 
le  nombrc  eft  tres-grand  en  tout  pays. 

La  Rtine  fera  perdre  tout  credit  a  ceutf 

quf 


X.T,* 
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:>  ji  lout  en  Hollande,  quand  elle  voudra  s'ex- 
pliquer,  comme  il  lui  convient,  &  prefcrire 
a  fes  allies  un  terme  fort  court  pour  figrier 
avec  elle,  i\  fa  Majefte  Britannique 
encore  les  attendre  ;  mais  en  verite  le  terns 
eft  bien  precieux,  &  quand  on  eft  d'accord 
de  part  6c  d'autre,  il  me  iemblc  qu'il  nt* 
f&ut  pas  retarder  les  bonnes  affaires  par  la 
consideration  de  ceux  qui  n'ont  cherchc 
qu'a  les  traverfer. 

Quoiquc  la  j)aix  reimilfe  les  deux  nations, 
je  vous  aifure,  my  Lord,  qu'elle  ne  peut 
augmenter  le  deiirque  j'aide  meriter  la  con- 
tinuation de  l'honneur  de  votre  amitie,  &c  de 
vous  faire  connokre  en  toutes  occafions  que 
je  fuis,  &c. 

De  Torc 


A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 

De  Whitehall,  ce  l'jmc  Fevrier,  V.S.  17 12-13, 

JE  crois,  Monfieur,  que    la   conjondure 

dans  laquelle  nous  nous  trouvons,  &  l'im- 

portance  des  affaires  dont  il  s'agit,  me   icr- 

viront  d'excufe,  ft  je  vous  importune  d'une 

de  mes  lettres,  &  ft  j'ajoute  de  moi-meme 

2  quelque 
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quelque  chofe  a  ce  que  Monneur  le  Due  de* 
Shrewsbury  vous  dira  de  la  part  de  la  Reine. 

Je  regarde  la  paix  entre  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne  &  la  France  comme  reglee,  puifqu'il 
eft  certain  que  les  dirTerents  qui  reftent  in- 
decis  dans  le  I4me  article  fur  les  bona  im- 
tnobilia,  &  dans  le  i2me  fur  les  triginta 
lieues,  n'en  arreteront  pas  la  conclufion :  ft 
done  les  allies  de  la  Reine  perfiftafTent  a  ne 
vouloir  point  traiter,  ou  fl  en  traitant  ils  con- 
tinuaffent  a  infifter  fur  les  demandes  qu'ils 
out  jufques-ici  faits,  nous  n'aurions  qu'a 
figner  la  paix  particuliere,  en  leur  laiftant  un 
terme  pour  accepter  le  plan  du  Roi,  felon 
ce  qui  a  ete  autrefois  promis  par  la  Reine. 
Mais,  Monneur,  vous  voyez  qu'ils  filent  doux, 
&  que  la  difference  qu'il  y  a  entre  ce  que 
vos  Miniftres  propofent,  &  ce  que  les  autres 
demandent,  n'eft  pas  aflez  conliderable  pour 
pouvoir  nous  autorifer  de  dire  qu'ils  reftent 
encore  dans  leur  tort,  qu'ils  font  opiniatres, 
&  qu'il  faut  les  abandonner. 

J  ,a  Reine  a  diftere,  le  plus  long-terns  qu'il 
lui  a  ete  pofliblc,  de  prefcrire  a  fes  allies, 
flic  a  louhaitc  meme  de  donner  le  champ 
libre  aux  Miniftres  de  la  Majefte  Ties  Chrc- 
tienne,  pour  gagncr  par  la  negociation  fur  ces 
i  efprits, 
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efprits,  que  les  evenemens  de  la  Campagne 
paflee  ont  rendu  plus  dociles.  Mais  la  iaifon 
s'avance,  peut-etre,  la  regarderions-nous  deja. 
corarae  trop  avancee,  fi  nous  ne  comptions 
pas  que  vous  cherchez  a  faire  une  paix  rai- 
ibnnable,  &  non  pas  a  prendre  quelque  petit 
avantage  pour  la  continuation  de  la  guerre. 
U  faut  done  ou  prevenir  l'ouverture  de  la 
Campagne,  par  la  conclulion  de  la  paix,  ou 
fe  preparer  des  a  cette  heure  a  la  traiter  les 
armes  a  la  main  ;  le  premier  vaut  infiniment 
mieux  que  le  dernier  -,  pour  cet  effet,  je 
viens  d'envoyer  a  my  Lord  de  Shrewfbury 
les  derniers  lentimens  de  fa  Majefte  fur  les 
principaux  articles  qui  reftent  a  ctre  regies 
a  Utrecht.  Si  le  Roi  trouve  a  propos  de 
concourir  avec  la  Reine,  ces  points,  &  ceux 
qui  ont  ete  deja  accordes  par  les  Plenipoten- 
tiaires  de  France,  formeront  le  plan  general 
que  la  Reine  &  le  Roi  conjointement  ofFre- 
ront  aux  parties  intereffees. 

Si  les  allies  acceptent  ce  plan,  la  paix 
generate  eft  ailiiree  ;  s'ils  ne  l'acceptent  pas, 
celle  de  la  Reine  fera  fignee,  d'abord  que 
vos  Miniftres  eux-memes  le  fouhaiteront. 
Je  ne  puis  pas  me  refoudre  a  fuppofer  feule- 
ment  que  ce  plan  puifte  etre  rejete,  puifqu'ij 

Vol.  III.  G  2  conticnt 
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contient  toutes  les  facilites  que  la  Reine  eft 
en  etat  de  dormer,  &  puifqu'elle  fe  trouve- 
roit  dans  ce  cas  obligee  de  parler  a  fon  Par- 
lement  du  fucces  de  la  negociation  comme 
incertain.  Vous  voyez,  Monfieur,  combien 
cela  donneroit  de  l'avantage  aux  mal-inten- 
tionnes  par-tout,  combien  cela  cauferoit  de 
Fembarras  ici,  &  du  defordre  dans  le  reftc 
de  l'Europe. 

Vous  aurez  prefentement  le  plan  entier 
de  la  paix  tout  a  la  fois  devant  les  yeux, 
vous  n'aurez  point  de  demandes  ulterieures 
a  craindre,  6c  le  Roi  pent  dans  un  moment 
finir  ce  qu'il  confumeroit  des  mois,  pour  ne 
pas  dire  des  annces,  a  regler  au  Congres. 

Notre  Parlement  ne  s'aflemblera  que  le 
5me  du  mois  procbain,  V.S.  ainfi  nous- 
avons  tout  le  terns  qu'il  nous  faut  pour  re- 
cevoir  vos  reponfes,  &  pour  prendre  no$ 
melures,  qui  ne  dependent  que  de  vos  re- 
folutions,  car  la  Reine  eft  la  maitrefle  de 
donner  tel  pli  qu'elle  voudra  aux  affaires 
chez  nous. 

Peut-ctre  que  tons  les  avis  que  vous  re- 

cevrez  ne  leront  point  conformes  a  ce  que 

j'ai    rhonneur   de     vous    mander ;  je    crois 

pour  taut  etrc  allez  au  fait  dc  ce  qui  fe  palfe 

i  ici> 


CORRESPONDENCE,    &C.  451 

ici,  &  pouvoir  vous  repondre  de  la  con- 
duite  de  notre  Cour,  &  du  genie  de  notre 
pcuple.  Ce  qu'il  y  a  de  certain,  c'eft  que 
je  vous  ecris  naturellement  ce  que  je  iais, 
&  ce  que  je  penfe,  que  je  ne  vous  ai  jamais 
trompe,  &  que  je  ne  vous  tromperai  jamais, 
&  qu'on  ne  peut  etre  avec  une  eftime  plus 
parfaite  que  je  le  fuis,  Monfieur,   Sec. 

BoLINGBROKE. 

Meftieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Reine 
me  mandent  qu'ils  ont  commence  a  parler 
des  interets  du  Due  de  St.  Pierre,  &  qu'ils 
efperent  lui  pouvoir  rendre  fervice. 


To  the  Lord  Privy  Seal. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  February  20th,  1712,  O.S. 
THE  Queen  has  been  ih  good  as  to 
name  my  brother  to  be  her  Secretary  at 
Utrecht,  and  I  cannot  difpatch  him  thither 
without  begging  your  Lordmip's  protection 
to  him.  As  I  am  truly  fentible  of  the  ad- 
vantage which  he  will  have  by  being  under 
your  Lordfhip's  dire&ion,  fo  I  defire  you  to 
believe  that  I  fhall  ever  be  truly  thankful 

G  g  2  for 
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for  all  the  favour  and  countenance  which 
your  Lordmip  mall  pleafe  to  mow  him. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greateft 
refpect.  my  Lord,  your's,  &c. 


To  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  February  20th,  17 12-13. 
THIS  letter  will  be  delivered  to  your 
Lordfhip  by  my  brother*,  whom  the  Queen 
has  been  pleafed  to  name  for  her  Secretary 
at  Utrecht,  on  Mr.  Harrifon's  death-.  As 
he  may  probably  enough  inherit  fome  honour 
and  more  eftate,  and  I  mould  be  glad  to  fee 
him  fitted  to  ierve  his  country,  and  to  be 
ufeful  in  his  generation,  I  know  no  better 
occafion  to  fire  him  with  great  examples,  and 
to  improve  him  by  opportunities  of  acquir- 
ing knowledge.  It  is  therefore  with  the 
greateft.  pleafure  that  I  fend  him  to  the  Con- 
grefs,  and  that  I  promife  myfelf  your  Lord- 
(hip's  patronage  to  him.  You  will  have  two 
brothers   in   the   \\%.   of  your  fcrvants,.  my 

*  George  St.  John. 

Lord. 
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Lord,  and  I  defire  the  others  as  they  grow 
up  may  be  placed  on  the  fame  roll. 

The  letter  of  the  States-General  to  her 
Majefty,  certainly  anfwers  the  deiign  which 
your  Lordfhip   intended  by  procuring  it ;  it 
gives  the   clearer!:  teftimonies  of  fubmifHon 
to,  and  confidence  in,  her  Majefty,  and  there- 
fore would  effectually  filence  the  clamours 
of  thofe,  who  might  pretend  to  deplore  the 
hard    fate    of   the  Dutch,  and  to  insinuate 
their  diffatisfaclion.  But,  my  Lord,  if  France 
will  be  tractable,  we  mult  now  clofe,  and 
ceafe  any  longer  to  confider  who  is  in,  and 
who  out  of  humour.     Thofe  who  wiih  the 
peace,  and   that  is,   your   Lordihip  knows, 
a  vaft  majority  here,  have  been  dirfatisfied, 
that  the  treaty  was   not  more  precipitated  ; 
but  we  hope  it  will  appear  to  the  cooler  re- 
flections even  of  thele  people,  that  her  Ma- 
jefty has  purfued  a  plan  worthy  of  herfelf  in 
flaying  to  the   lalt  moment   for  her  obfti- 
nate,  ungrateful  allies ;  and  in  figning  refb- 
lutely,  without  any  regard  to  entreaties  or  re- 
prefentations,  when  the  laft  moment  comes. 
I  believe  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  *  may 

*  The  Duke  retired  to  the  Continent  in  November,  17*2, 
and  the  Duchefs  joined  him  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  in  February, 
1713- 
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be  meddling  in  politics.     It  is  hard  for  fo 
old  a  gamefter  to  leave  off  playing.     It  puts 
me  in  mind  of  a  man  1  knew,  who  when 
he  had  loft  all  his  money,  and  was  out  of  the 
party,  becaufe  no  one  would  play  with  him 
upon  tick,  went  home,  and  muffled  the  cards, 
and  tryed  tricks  upon  them  alone  all  the  reft 
of  the  night.     We  have  information  here  in 
general,  that  he  intrigues  with  emiHaries  of 
the   Dutch  ;  one  intelligence  pretends  that 
he  has  met  the  Emperor  incognito,  a   few 
leagues    from  Vienna,   this  indeed   is   very 
chimerical. 

I  have  already  made  the  Marquis  de  Mon- 
teleon  found  his  own  court  in  Count  Pal- 
fionei's  favour ;  in  a  poft  or  two,  I  will 
do  myfelf  the  honour  to  anfwer  the  letter 
which  his  Holinefs's  Minifler  has  writ  me. 

I  am  ever,  my  dear  Lord,  your  Have. 


To  the  Earl  of  Strafford, 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  March  4th,  1 712-13. 

I  DO  not  reckon  that  I  deferve  your 
Lordfhip's  thanks,  for  giving  you  the  earlieft 
account  which  I  could  of  the  matter  which 

you 
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you  was  pleafed  to  write  to  me  upon,  con- 
cerning a  promotion  in  your  regiment ;  it 
was  the  leaft  I  owed  to  one,  for  whom  I 
profefs  fo  true  a  value  and  ib  fincere  a 
friendship. 

Before  this  letter  can  porTiblv  reach  your 
Lordftiip's  hands,  you  will  have  known, 
that  the  Queen  lias  been  pleated,  as  a  mark 
of  her  approbation  of  my  poor  krviccs,  to 
appoint  my  brother  to  fucceed  Mr.  Har- 
rifbn.  His  youth,  his  inexperience  in  his 
bufinefs,  would  have  made  me  doubtful  whe- 
ther I  ought  to  let  him  accept  of  lb  great  an 
honour ;  but  that  confideration  which  de- 
termined me,  after  my  dependance  on  your 
Lordfhip's  goodnefs  to  forgive,  inftruc~t,  and 
countenance  him,  was  the  knowledge  I  had 
of  Mr.  Ayerft's  capacity,  and  the  opinion  I 
entertained,  that  he  would  be  willing  to  affifr. 
George  at  Utrecht,  whilft  I  endeavour  to 
be  ferviceable  to  him  here.  If  at  that  time 
I  had  imagined  Mr.  Ayerft's  views  could  lead 
him  to  think  of  being  the  Queen's  Secretary, 
perhaps  1  mould  have  altered  mine. 

What  application  my  Lord  Privy  Seal  has 
made  for  his  Secretary,  I  do  not  know,  I 
fuppofe    none,  iince   he    has    not   made    it 

Gg4  through 
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through  me.  I  am  very  fenfible  of  the  re- 
fpecl  due  to  my  Lord  Privy  Seal,  as  a  Pre- 
late, a  Minifter  of  State,  and  a  man  of  real 
probity  and  worth  ;  but  I  hardly  believe  he 
is  {o  little  fenfible  of  what  is  due  to  me, 
as  not  to  allow  me  voix  en  chapitre*  on  fuch 
an  occafion. 

Upon  what  you  mention  in  a  former  let- 
ter, I  took  occafion  to  tell  the  Queen,  that  as 
your  expence  in  Holland  was  exorbitant,  and 
as  I  knew  you  was  obliged,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  to  contract  for  terms  of  feveral 
months,  it  would  certainly  be  of  great  ufe 
to  you  to  be  informed  in  time,  whether  me 
intended,  after  the  conclufion  of  the  peace, 
to  employ  you  abroad  or  to  call  you  home  ? 
Her  Majelly's  anfwer  was,  that  would  call 
you  home  as  foon  as  the  negociation  was  fi- 
nished, fince  your  fervice  would  be  of  ufe 
to  her  here,  and  fince  {he  mould  not  have 
occafion  for  fo  high  a  character  in  Holland. 

The  fear  of  the  Queen's  catching  cold  be- 
fore the  gout  has  entirely  fpent  itfelf,  has 
been  the  only  reafon  of  putting  the  Parlia- 
ment again  off,  though  the  fpeculative  -here 
find  many  other  ways  of  accpunting  for  this 
ftep.  On  Tuefday  we  fhall  fit,  and  I  be- 
5  lieve 
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lieve  I  may  venture  to  prophecy,  that  the 
diflatisfied  will  be  able  to  create  no  difturb- 
ance  ;  we  impatiently  expect  to  hear  that 
you  have  fjgned.     I  am,  &c. 


Ti?  the  Lord  Privy  Seal. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  March  4th,  1712-13. 
I  AM  very  glad  of  this  occafion  to  renew 
thofe  fmcere  profeflions  which  I  have  for- 
merly made,  of  being  your  Lordfhip's  ier- 
vant.  In  this  character  I  would  not  let  flip 
any  opportunity  of  doing  fuch  little  iervice* 
as  my  po\^er  extends  to,  for  thofe  who  have 
the  honour  to  belong  to  your  Lordmip.  I 
had  thoughts,  indeed,  of  introducing  Mr. 
Wood  into  the  Confulfhip  of  Flanders, 
where  Logan*  muft  by  no  means  continue, 
and  mall  keep  this  door  open  until  your 
Lordmip  has  thought  farther  of  the  matter, 
or  until  fbme  better  provilion  is  made  for 
your  nephew,  and  a  better,  I  queftion  not, 
will  be  made.  Sure  I  am,  the  fervices 
which  your  Lordmip  had  performed  for 
her  Majefty,  deferve  that  recommendations 
*  John  Logan,  Conful  to  Oftend  and  Bruges. 

fhould 
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mould  not  only  find  ingreflion,  but  always 
fucceed.  I  will  be  Mr.  Wood's  Solicitor, 
and  I  hope  to  give  you  a  fatisfa&ory  account 
of  my  proceedings.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
entreat  your  Lordfhip  to  think  of  fome 
proper  perfon  for  the  confulfhip  of  Oftend, 
and  lay  your  commands  upon  me. 

What  relates  to  your  Lordfhip's  own  af-' 
fairs,  1  am  very  fenfibly  concerned  at.  If 
the  great  debt  which  the  Earl  of  Godolphin 
left  upon  the  civil  lift,  obliges  her  Majefty  to 
be  backward  in  paying  her  fervants,  we  who 
are  at  home  can  find  fbme  refource,  andr 
make  one  fhift  or  other  to  go  on,  but,  in- 
deed, thofe  who  ferve  abroad,  and  in  pofls 
of  eminent  and  expenfive,  as  that  where  your 
Lordfhip  is,  ought  never  to  be  in  arrear.  ! 

I  hope  to  be  able  by  the  next  poft  to  let 
your  Lordfhip  know,  that  my  Lord  Trea- 
iurer  has  taken  care  to  redrefs  this  great 
grievance ;  I  have  already  applied  to  him, 
and  fhall  to-morrow  have  the  opportunity  of 
doing  fo  again.     I  am,  &c. 


lo 
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From  Mr.  Prior, 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  February  28th,  17 12,  N.S. 

I  DID  not  know  that  La  Vigne  was  go- 
ing for  .England,  till  he  calls  as  he  paifes  to 
aik  if  we  have  any  letters.     I  hope  by  what 
my  Lord  Duke  fent  you  on  Wedneidav,  the 
difficulties  which  our  Plenipotentiaries  from 
Utrecht  mentioned,   and  thofe  made  by  the 
Court  here,  may  be  adjufted  :   I  iuppofe  the 
articles  of  commerce  have  been  duly  weigh- 
ed in  England ;  as  I  have  looked  them  over, 
and  corrected  a  copy  which  I  had  of  them, 
by  one  which  1  had  from  Monlieur  de  Torcy, 
my   own  being  very   imperfect,  and  confi- 
derable  changes   made  fince.     I  lake  leave 
to  obferve  to  you,   that   in  the  27th  article, 
Intra  fpatium  Jex  feptimarum  intra  the  Naze 
in  Norwegia,  we  have  again  loft  our  Bri- 
tish Seas ;  by  which,  fcilicet  intra  Maria  Bri- 
tannica,  though  may  be  the  boundary,  as  to 
the  capture,  is  not  fo  exactly  fixed,  our   fo- 
vereignty  is  preferved,  and  this  is  more  ne- 
celfary  in  the  treaty  of  commerce,  becaufe 
in  that  of  peace,  the  fufpenfion  of  arms  has 
fuperfeded  the  ufual  article,  in  which  the 

Britifh 
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Britim  Seas  are  mentioned  ;  this  has  hap- 
pened, I  believe,  from  our  having  at  Utrecht, 
followed  the  fcheme  of  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce between  Holland  and  France,  in 
which,  from  the  Naze  to  the  Soundings,  is 
always  the  firft  boundary. 

Upon  perufal  of  fome  other  articles,  you 
may  poflibly  find  fome  other  cautions  taken  ; 
that  the  Admiralty  ufed  to  objecl  to  ar- 
ticle 2 1 ,  our  mips  to  have  paflports,  to  be 
renewed  every  year,  nay,  every  voyage  ;  a 
fpecification  of  the  merchandife,  a  declara- 
tion of  the  perfbn  to  whom  the  goods  be- 
long ;  does  not  this  fubject  us  to  too  nice 
a  fearch  upon  what  we  have  always  called 
our  own  feas,  and  to  minute  chicaneries  in 
the  Admiralty  Court  ?  And  fo  the  2  2d  and 
23rd. 

Nifi  certis  indtciis  fufpccfce  fuerint. 

I  leave  this,  my  Lord,  to  your  confidera- 
tion,  if  there  be  any  thing  in  what  I  write, 
it  may  very  eafily  be  remedied,  there  being- 
nothing  to  be  propoled  but  what  is  already 
yielded,  as  to  the  feas,  and  only  fome  things 
to  be  retrenched  from  the  minutias  in  fome 
other    articles,     which    France    will   eafily 


agree. 


In 
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In   all   cafes,   this   is   only  Matthew    to 
Henry. 

Pray  get  me  a  word  of  anfwer  from  my 
Lord  Treafurer,  as  to  what  I  have  writ  to 
you  about  my  own  affairs,  and  if  I  am  to 
be  at  the  renunciation  ;  of  which  we  wrote 
fo  much  by  laft,  that  I  had  not  time  to  tell 
you  in  my  own  hand,  that  I  am  ever, 
My  Lord,  &c. 

M.  Prior. 


From  Mr.  Prior. 
My  Lord, 

Verfaillcs,  the  7th  March,  17 13. 
AFTER  what  the  Duke  of  Shrewiburv 

4 

has  writ  to  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  there  re- 
mains nothing  but  a  word  from  Matt  to 
Henry,  and  after  the  pax  Jit  with  France,  I 
have  only  to  add  &  ceterna  amicitia  with 
you. 

Entries,  coaches,  horfes,  liveries,  follow 
very  foon  ;  pray  agree  with  Lord  Treafurer, 
as  I  have  already  hinted  to  you,  what  I  am 
to  do,  and  wherewithal  I  am  to  do  it ;  and 
believe  that  without  any  regard  to  my  pri- 
vate fatisfaclion  or  ambition,  I  am  ready  to 

[  conform 
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conform  myfelf  to  what  fhall  be  thought 
moft  agreable  to  your  directions. 

You  need  no  apology  for  not  writing  to 
me  ;  when  I  fee  a  quire  of  your  difpatching, 
it  is  very  eafy  to  imagine  you  are  weary, 
and  to  wifh  myfelf  near  you,  that  I  might 
any  way  eafe  you. 

I  do  not  queftion  but  what  we  fend  you 
to-night,  will  make  you  forget  your  labours 
paft,  and  I  moft  heartily  congratulate  you 
upon  that  peace,  which  you  have  fo  emi- 
nently procured  and  directed,  of  which  here- 
after in  verfe.     Your's,  my  dear  Lord,  ever, 

M.  Prior. 

March  8th. 
As  the  Dukes  of  Berry  and  Orleans  re- 
nounce in  perfon  to  Spain,  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Paris,  they  are  to  do  the  fame  by 
proxy  in  the  other  Parliaments  of  this  king- 
dom :  Who  is  to  fee  it  performed  on  her  Ma- 
jcfly's  part,  or  is  any  body  ?  Do  you  know 
that  the  King  of  Pruflja  is  dead  ? 


To 
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To  Mr.  Prior. 
Dear  Matt, 

Whitehall,  March  3d,  17 12-13. 

YOU  are  very  good  to  confider  the  fituation 
of  your  friend,  I  muft  not  be  very  happy 
when  I  want  time  to  write  to  you,  and  to 
vifit  Denny. 

I  have  drudged  on  in  the  belt  manner  I 
have  been  able,  through  very  intricate  as. 
well  as  voluminous  bufinefs;  and  I  have 
been  comforted  with  the  hopes  of  having 
more  afliitance  when  I  have  lefs  to  do ;  but 
enough  of  this. 

The  peace  is  furely  now  brought  to  a  con- 
clufion,  and  if  Monfieur  de  Torcy  has  writ 
to  the  Minifters  of  his  matter  at  Utrecht, 
as  I  have  done  to  thole  of  the  Queen,  we 
mail  foon  receive  the  inftruments  figned. 

I  did  not,  you  may  be  fure,  omit  to  read 
very  diftinclly  to  the  Queen  that  paragraph 
of  my  Lord  Duke's  letter  wherein  he  does 
that  juftice  to  your  merit  which  I  know  you 
deferve;  the  Queen  was  very  fenlible  of 
your  fervices,  and  is  really  I  think  difpoied 
to  give  the  proofs  you  could  wifh  for,  of 
this  difpofition.     My  Lord  Treafurer  I  have 

attacked 
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attacked  on  the  fame  fubject;  and  if  I  had 
been  able  to  hunt  him  to-day,  I  mould  have 
had,  as  I  believe,  fomething  to  have  faid  to 
you  from  him,  but  I  have  been  tied  to  my 
delk  till  three  in  the  morning,  at  which 
hour  I  am  writing  to  you;  I  hope  before  the 
end  of  the  week  to  fend  you  an  account  that 
may  be  to  your  fatisfa&ion. 

Pray  make  my  mofl  humble  fervices  ac- 
ceptable to  my  Lady  Duchefs,  and  intercede 
with  my  Lord  Duke  to  forgive  the  length 
of  my  letters  to  him. 

You  have  been  a  kind  friend  to  Monfieur 
Calandrini,  whofe  circumftances  are  very 
unhappy,  and  who  really  deferves  better  for- 
tune. I  beg  of  you  to  continue  the  fame 
good-nature.  I  believe  he  has  had  a  late 
flroke,  which  puts  him  ftill  more  in  need 
of  the  good  offices  of  thofe  who  are  able  to 
ferve  him. 

I  doubt  I  am  in  debt  to  Madame  Feriole 
and  her  Brother  the  Abbe;  I  will  foon  dis- 
charge it ;  in  the  mean  time  I  am  not  for- 
getful of  their  commands. 

I  know  you  will  make   my  compliments 
of  courfe  where  they  arc  due,  and  I  there- 
fore 
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fore  fay  nothing  particular  to  you  upon  that 
lubjecl. 

What  think  you  of  a  medal,  where  Bri- 
tain gives  an  olive-branch  to  Time,  and  this 
motto  inferibed,  Longum  diffimdet  in  cevum ; 
or  of  this,  Britain  is  ieated  on  a  throne, 
arms,  trophies,  &c.  at  her  feet,  the  motto, 
Compq/itis  venerantur  armis  *, 

Adieu,  my  good  friend  ;  I  am,  &c. 

BOLINGBROKE. 

Could  you  in  an  ealy  hour  drop  a  word  to 
my  Lord  Duke  on  behalf  of  Doctor  Carter, 
Provoft  of  Oriel  College  in  Oxford  ?  The 
man  has  a  good  deal  of  merit  as  a  fcholar 
and  a  commonwealth's  man,  he  is  ambi- 
tious to  be  one  of  the  Queen's  chaplains,  and 
I  believe  it  would  be  right  to  make  him  fo. 

*  This  motto  was  adopted,  but  the  defign  of  the  medal  was 
changed.  The  editor  has  one  of  thofe  which  he  believes  were 
prefented  by  her  Majefty's  order  to  the  Members  of  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament.  On  one  fide  is  the  effigy  of  the  Queen, 
with  the  uAial  infeription,  Anna  D.  G.  Sec.  and  on  the  other 
Britannia  holding  an  olive-branch  in  the  right  hand  and  her 
fpear  in  the  left;  in  the  back  ground,  a  plough  at  work,  a  man 
fowing,  and  the  fea  with  fl'ips  under  fail.  Round  it  this 
motto,  Compo/itit  venerantur  armis.     In  the  exergue,  171 3. 


'Vol.  III.  H  h  Prom 
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From  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury, 
My  Lord, 

Verfailles,  March  8th,  1713.  N.S, 
IN  obedience  to  her  Majefty's  orders,  re- 
ceived in  your  Lordfhip's  letters  of  the  1 7th 
and  1 8th  of  February,   O.S.  I  have  acted, 
as  the  memorial  *,  and  the  copy  of  the  let- 
ter 

*  '*  Pour  fin:  r  le  Trait'  de  Paix  13  de  Commerce  entrc  la  Grande 
Brttcgne  w  la  France. 
"  La  Reine  confent  que  le  mot  SkSriemm  foit  omis, 
pour\  u  que  ia  lajefte  Tre$  Chretienne  donne  une  declara- 
tion, qu'elle  eft  pn-te  a  rtconnoitre  la  maifon  d'Hanover  pour 
Eleciorale  lorfque  cec  Etecleur  fera  fa  paix  avec  la  France  & 
PEfpagne.  La  Reine  croit  que  pour  prevenir  toutes  les  dif- 
ferences qui  pourroient  naitre  fur  Petendue  &  la  liberte  de  pe- 
cher  fur  la  cote  d'Acadie,  il  fera  necefliu/e  qu'une  diftance 
precife  foit  non.ir.ee,  c'el't  pourquoi  fa  Majefte  infifte  fur  la 
ipecification  de  30  lieues.  Sa  Majefte  perfifte  auflt  a  refufer 
aux  Francois  la  liberte  de  vendre  leurs  bona  immobilia  dans  les 
Pays  cedes  &  reftitucs. 

"  A  la  confideration  de  fa  Majefte  Ties  Chretienne,  la 
Reine  confent  que  dans  les  pays  cedes  ou  reftitucs,  les  habitant 
Cathoiiques  Romains,  qui  demeureront  lb  us  le  gouvernement 
de  la  Reine,  jiairont  du  libre  exercife  de  leur  Religion,  au- 
tant  que  les  lois  &  conftitutions  du  royaume  (de  la  Grande 
Bretagne)  k  perrnettent. 

"  Commerce.     Article   5. 
M  In  re  autcm  rJirionis :  La  Reine  s'entend  que  cette  liberte 
foit  reciproque  de  part  &   d'autre.     Sa   Majefte  la  laiife   au 
choix  du  Roi,  ou  de  le  j'nire  iulerer  ou  de  l'omettre.     ///  qua- 
cunque  occafiom ::  Sa  Majefte  confent  que  les  autres  points  du 
commerce-,  qui  reftent  encore  indecis,  feront  examines  par  des 
Commiflaircs   qui    feront  nonimes  de  part  &  d 'autre. 
M  Por  rucM  . 
"  Comme  la  Reine  eft  bien  ali'urrc  de  la  part  du  Roi  de  Por- 
tugal, que  ce  Prince  eft  dans  le  deftein  de  figncr  en  meme-tcms 
que  fa  Majeftr,  pourvu  qu'il  ait  une  fatisfaotion  entiere  fur  les 
points  luivans,  cl!e  infifre,  que  la  France  &  I'Efpagne  s'eiv.'.a- 
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ter  -j-  written   thereupon  to  Utrecht,  which 
I  fend  you  incloied,  will  particularly  explain ; 

in 


geront  a  ne  point  inquierer  les  domaines,  territoires,  ni  les  fu- 
jets  du  Roi  de  Portugal,  ioit  en  Europe  ou  dans  les  Indes,  fous 
queique  preiexte  q-uM  puifle  t-tre.  Que  les  traites  felts,  par  pro- 
vilion,  avec  |e  Roi  de  Portugal  feront  convertis  en  traite  de* 
finitif,  dans  lequel  fera  aulii  Ttipuic  &  accorde,  que  pourmieux 
aflurer  aux  Portugais  la  paiGble  jouiflancede  lours  colonies  en 
Amerique,  les  Francois  delifteront  de  tome  pretention  a  la  li- 
berte  de  navigation  fur  la  riviere  des  Amazons,  &:  que  lerivagc 
de  cette  riviere,  tar.t  du  c6ti  feptentrional  que  meridional,  ap- 
partiendra  deforrnais  mix  Portugais.  Comme  autfi  ils  rentre- 
ront  dins  la  poileHioii  des  pays  qu'ils  etoient  obliged  de  quit- 
ter en  vcrtu  du  traite  provifionel,  pour  en  jouir  des-a-prefenr, 
fans  j  ctre  en  aucune  maniere  inquietes  de  la  part  des  Francois. 
Que  les  limites  entre  les  pofleifions  des  Portugais  etablies, 
comme  il  eft  ci-deifus  enonce,  &c  celles  que  les  Francois  pour- 
roient  avoir  fur  les  memes  cores,  feront  reglees  &c  detenui: 
de  telle  maniere  que  de  prcvenir  tout  fujet  de  difpute  qui  y 
puifie  naitre  a  1'avenir.  En  ConfideYation  de  ces  articles  ac- 
cordes,  it  die  la  fatisfacVion  (jus  le  Roi  de  Portugal  pretend  de 
la  part  de  1'Efpagne,  a  L'egara  de  la  colonic  du  Sacrament,  & 
de  ce  qui  refte  a  liquider  entre  ces  deuxcouronnes  fur  que'ques 
deites  de  l'afliento,  dont  on  ne  difconvient  pas,  fa  Mojefte 
Portugaife  deliftera  de  toute  pr«  tenfion  a  regard  de  la  barriere 
fur  quelques  places  qui  fount  fur  le  continent  de  1'Efpagne. 
Et  la  Reine  deviendra  garande  des  conditions  de  paix  entre  la 
Fraace,  1'Efpagne,  &  le  Portugal. 

**  L'Electeuk  dk  Bavierb. 
"  Comme  la  Reine  perfitte  toujours  dans  la  refolution  d'ef* 
fechier  tout  ce  qui  depend  d'elle,  en  faveur  de  l'Ele&eur  de 
Baviere,  feloq  ce  qu'elle  a  promis  de  faire  en  confideration  de 
fa  Majefte  TrOs  Chretienne,  outre  les  avantages  dont  ce  Prince 
doit  jouir,  en  vertu  de  la  proportion  faite  le  7me  Decembre, 
1712,  par  le  Comte  de  Stratford  ;  la  Reine  orfre  de  nouveau, 
que  le  dit  Eleeteur  jouira  i\r  la  fouverainete  de  Luxembourg 
jufqu'a  ce  qu'il  aura  fatisfaction  fur  fes  pretenfions  a  l'egard 
du  traite  d'limerflicim,  fous -ces  deux  conditions:  (I.)  Que  la 
decilion  en  loit  remile  au  jugement  des  arbirres  defintereffeV, 
&  la  Reine  iouhaitant  que  cette  affaire  foit  terminee  au  plu- 
tot  &  a  l'amiable,  fe  content  d'etre  du  nombre  des  arbitres. 
(2.)  Que  Luxembourg  fera  oblige  de  recevoir  gamifon  comme 
Charieroi  &  Namur.     Voici  tout  ce  que  la  Reine  eft  en  ctat 
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in  which  I  hope  I  have  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  fucceed  lb  entirely,  as  that  no  ob- 

ftru6Hons 

de  propofer  en  favcur  de  cet  Elefteur,  mais  s'il  arrive  dans 
le  cours  de  la  negociation,  que  l'Empereur  propofe  quelque 
chofe  de  plus  agreable  a  l'Electeur,  fa  Majefte  y  donnera  tres 
rolontiers  la  main. 

"  Pour  les  Etats-Generaux. 
**  Comme  la  Reine  a  d^j;\  confenti  de  renvoyer  la  difcufiion 
des  quatre  efpeces  a.  la  determination  des  Commiflaires  apres 
la  paix,  fa  Majefte  entend  que  les  Etats  en  feront  de  meme  : 
les  places  de  St.  Amand  &  Mortagne  demeureront  u  la  France, 
u  condition  qu'a  cette  derniere  on  ne  fa  fie  point  d'eclufe  ni  de 
fortification  ;  Si  comme  la  Reine  s'eit.  evertuee  a  fatisfaire  aux 
demandes  de  la  France,  du  cote  de  Tournay,  e!le  s'aflure  que 
de  celui  d'Ypres,  on  donnera  une  fatisfaclion  mutuelle  aux 
Etats-Generaux.  Voici  tout  ce  qui  refte  pourachever  le  plan 
general  de  la  paix  ;  &  comme  la  Reine  a  fait  tout  ce  qu'elle 
a  pu,  pour  mener  ce  grand  ouvrage  a  fa  derniere  perfection, 
elle  ne  cloute  point  qve  le  Roi  Tres  Chretien  n'en  agifle  de 
meme.  C'eft  avec  beaucoupde  fatisfaclion  que  la  Reine  s'ap- 
percoit  que  ce  peu  qui  eft  encore  indecis,  ne  contient  rien 
d'eiTentiel ;  elle  le  perfuade  quele  Roi  Tres  Chretien  fera  auffi 
dans  le  meme  fentiment,  &  qu'il  prendra  une  refolution  con- 
forme  aux  fouhaits  de  la  Reine.  La  prudence  eonfommce  du 
Roi  prevoit  facilement  que  de  la  confequence  de  cette  r6fo- 
lution  dependent  ces  deux  grandes  alternatives,  ou  que  la 
Reine  d'une  cote  fera  contrainte  apres  tous  fes  foins  pour  ac- 
celerer  la  paix,  d'en  parler  a  fon  parlemcnt  comme  d'un  6ve- 
nement  incertain,  &  de  demander  a  fes  fujets  les  levees  fuffi- 
fantes  pour  fouteuir  la  guerre,  en  cas  que  les  negotiations  de 
la  paix  ne  fbrtiflent  leur  elTct  defire ;  ou  de  I'autre  cote,  qu'elle 
fera  en  pouvoir  de  declarer  a  fes  pcuples  qu'elle  fe  trouve  en 
t  tat  de  les  foulager  des  depenfes  neceflajres  de  la  guerre,  & 
qu'elle  va  figner  la  paix  avec  fa  Majefte'  Tres  Chretienne.  On 
pourra  ajouter  que  la  Reine  eft  li  fortement  perfuadce  de  la 
tacilite  que  ces  propofitions  trouveronc  aupres  de  ia  Majefte 
Tres  Chretienne,  qu'elle  a  deja  donnc  fes  ordres  particuiiers 
a  fes  Plenipotentiaircs  a  Utt<  Sgner  la  paix  immediate* 

ment   aj  i  le  Due  de  Shrewsbury  les  aura  avvrii   que 

tout  fern  ajuftfi  id  de  la  maniere  propofee. 
"  A  Verfaillcs,  le  yn  .    ;i 3.  • 

(Endorfcd)     "  AV  ndic/s,  acctrde." 
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ftruclions  can  remain  to  the  concluding  and 

figning  the  peace. 

I  muft 


t  C°J!y  (f  the  Duke  of  Shre^JL-Jburf  s  letter  to  the  Lords  Pltnipoten- 
tiarics  at  Utrecht,  inclofed  to  Lord  Bollngbroke. 
11  My  Lords, 

"  Verfyilles,  March  7th,  i?ij. 

"  Upon  the  directions  which  1  received  from  the  Queen  of 
the  17th  and  i8:h  of  February,  O.S.  by  which  her  Majefty 
explained  her  ultimate  refolution  on  the  points  which  remain- 
ed unfettled,  in  the  general  plan  of  peace,  as  well  in  relation 
to  her  own  interefts,  as  to  thofe  of  her  allies,  I  have  confer- 
red with  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  and  for  the  help  of  his  memory, 
as  well  as  to  avoid  any  miftake  which  may  happen  in  a  matter 
of  fo  great  importance,  I  gave  him  a  paper,  containing  every 
point  in  which  her  Majefty  demanded  fatisfaclion  ;  a  copy  of 
which  paper  I  fend  to  your  Excellencies  inclofed;  it  is  with 
great  fatUfaction  that  I  go  on  to  tell  your  Excellencies  that 
Monlieurde  Torcy  having  laid  the  whole  before  the  King  his 
mafter,  his  Majefty  deliberated  upon  it  this  morning  in  coun- 
cil ;  and  has  entirely  agreed  to  every  particular  thereof,  upon 
.which  I  give  vou  the  earlieft  notice,  as  I  am  advifed  from 
Lord  Bolingbrokc  to  do;  that  in  conforming  to  thofe  on 
and  powers,  which  he  tells  me  your  Excellencies  have  re- 
ceived from  him,  you  may  without  farther  delay  conclude 
and  fign the  treaties,  as  well  of  peace  as  of  commerce,  between 
her  Majefty  and  that  Crown,  as  I  prefume-  the  Minifters  of 
Portugal,  Holland,  and  Savoy  will  do  at  the  fame  time ;  be- 
sides thefe,  your  Excellencies  will  likewife  invite  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries of  all  the  Princes  engaged  in  the  alliance  to  fign  their 
refpeclive  treaties,  acquainting  them  with  her  Majefty's  deter- 
mination ;  and  that  fhe  has  taken  a  provisional  care  that  fuch 
of  them  as  may  not  be  ready  to  fign  at  the  fame  time  as  your 
Excellencies,  fhall  have  a  term  allowed  them  till  the  lft  of  June, 
N.S.  for  their  coming  in  upon  the  plan  as  already  agreed  to  at 
Utrecht,  and  the  contents  of  the  inclofed  paper. 

"  There  are  two  points  of  which  the  King  fpoke  imme- 
diately to  me,  thinking,  as  he  ex  pre  fled  it,  that juftice  was  not 
done  him  upon  them ;  one,  in  regard  to  the  bona  immobilia  in 
our  own  treaty,  the  other  as  to  the  navigation  of  the  River  of 
Amazons,  which  concerns  Portugal.  I  do  not  trouble  your 
Excellencies  with  tr.e  arguments  of  this  Court  upon  thefe  heads, 
becaufe  you  have  had  enough  of  them  from  the  French  Pleni- 
potentiaries, but  upon  the  whole  I  am  glad  to  tell  you,  that 
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I  muft  obferve  to  your  lordfhip,  that  while 
the  French  iubmit  the  article  of  the  immo- 
bilia  to  her  Majefly's  determination,  they  are 
fo  fully  convinced  of  the  juftice  of  their 
pretentions,  that  they  feem  not  to  doubt,  but 
that  her  Majefly's  equity  will  redrefs  them 
before  the  article  comes  to  be  ratified;  I 
fend  you  the  inclofed  papers  \  which  I  re- 
ceive 


that  the  peace  fhould  be  longer  delayed,  this  King  confents 
they  fhallbe  fubmitted  to  the  Queen  ;  referving  to  nimfelf  the 
liberty  of  laying  before  her  Majefty  the  juftice  of  thefe  pre- 
tentions, that  in  cafe  fhe  may  think  fit  to  recede  in  any  part 
from  what  he  efieems  rigorous  in  thefe  two  articles,  they  may 
be  explained  or  altered  between  the  figning  and  the  ratifying 
of  the  peace,  which  being  now  brought  fo  near  to  its  conclu- 
fion  gives  me  a  new  occalicu  of  congratulating  your  Excel- 
lencies upon  it. 

*'  I  cannot  conclude  this  fubject  without  mentioning  what 
has  been  juft  recommended  to  me,  by  order  of  his  mo  ft  Chri- 
ftian  Majefty,  in  behalf  of  the  Prince  of  Epinoy,  as  mentioned 
in  the  inclofed  memorial,  of  which  you  will  hear  more  parti- 
cularly from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  the  juftice  of  his 
caufe,  and  your  Excellencies'  willingnefs  to  aflift  a  great  fa- 
mily oppreffed  in  this  long  procefs,  will  be  fufticient  argu- 
ments for  your  ufing  vour  kind  interpofition  in  their  behalf: 
this  having  made  no  difficulty,  as  to  all  the  acts  mentioned  in 
your  Excellencies'  letter  of  the  ift  inftant,  Monfieur  de  Torcy 
tells  me  that  he,  by  this  courier,  fends  orders  to  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  to  fign  them,  and  I  fliall  immediately  dif- 
patch  a  meft'enger  with  the  packet  from  Count  Sinzendorf  to 
Marefchal  Staremberg,  in  a  letter  to  Sir  John  Jennings,  toge- 
ther with  the  attefted  copies  of  the  two  letters  from  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth  to  that  Admiral.     1  am,  &c 

"  Shrewsbury." 

\   Mcmoire  de  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  truchant  ks  bona  immobilia. 
"  ll.  eft  ordinaire  dans  les  traitrs,    nirnie  dans  les  capitula- 
tions de  places,  de  UUfrr  aux  habkans  des  lieux  qui  ihangent 
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ccivc  from'  Monfieur  de  Torcy  on  that  head, 
and  I  fuppofe  you  will  have  the  fame  from 
the  Duke  d'Aumont. 

1  hope 

de  maitres  la  libcrte  de  fortir,  de  tranfporterailleurs  leurs  effrts* 
de  difpofer  dc  leurs  biens,  &  de  ks  vendre,  loit  meubles  foit 
immtubles ;  le  iraite  de  paix  que  le  Roi  fait  avet  la  Rcine  dc 
la  Grande  Bretagne,  ayant  pour  but  principal  dV-tablr  une 
union  parfaite  entre  les  deux  nations,  ne  doit  pas  contenir  a 
I'egard  des  Francois  des  dailies  plus  rigoureufes  que  cellc 
traitcs  ordinaires. 

"  On  veut  tependent  retrancher  aux  habitansdes  lieux,  que 
le  Roi  laifTc  a  l'Angleterre,  la  meme  fauilte  qui  eft  accu. 
dans  tons  les  traiteS,  &:  dont  on  pent  rapporter  une  preuve 
partieuliere  en  cirant  Particle  1  inie  du  traitt  de  Breda;  le  Roi 
d'Angleterre,  Charles  Second,  ccdant  l'Acadie  a  la  Fiance,  fe 
n  ferve,  pour  les  habitans  du  pays  qui  voudroient  en  loitir,  la 
libera  entitle  de  vendre  &  de  difpofer,  comine  il  leur  plairoit, 
de  tous  leurs  biens,  meubles  &  immeubles,  &  g.neralement 
de  tous  leurs  eft'ets.  Le  Roi  ne  pretend  aujourd'hui  que  le 
reciproquede  ce  qu'il  a  fait  en  1667,  a  I'egard  dc  l'Angleterre, 
&  la  propofition  de  fa  Mnjeitr  eft  d'autant  plus  julle  qu'il  pa- 
roit  contraire  a  fon  ('-quite  auffi-bien  qu'a  celle  de  la  Reine  de 
la  Grande  Bretagne,  de  tranfiger  du  bien  des  particuliers,  & 
d'en  priver  fans  caufe  ceux  qui  en  font  pofl'efieurs  legitimes. 
Cette  vcrite  eft  ft  conftante,  que  Mcllieurs  les  Pionipoten  - 
tiaires  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  a  Utrecht  avoient  toujours  fait 
une  diftincYion  des  lieux  qui  feroient  cedes,  &  de  ceux  qui  fe- 
roient  reftitues  par  la  France;  ils  avoient  compris  l'iie  de  bt. 
Chriftophj  &  l'Acadie  fous  le  110m  de  lieux  cedes  &  par  ce:te 
raifonil  convenoient  que  dans  l'une&  dans  l'aut.e  les  Francois 
auroient  ia  libertc  de  vendre  leurs  immeubles.  Mcllieurs  les 
Plenii  otentiaires  tie  la  Grande  Bretagne  refufoient  cette  meme 
iiberte  dans  ies  lieux  reftitues,  favoir  la  Baie  d'Hudfon  &  1'Ifie 
de  Terreneuve. 

"  Le  Roi  confrntdtr  a  lailler  aux  Commifl'iires,  qui  feront 
nommi;.  apreJ  le  paix,  l'autorittl  de  retablir,  dans  les  biens  im- 
meubles  de  la  Baie  d'Hudfon,  les  Anglois,  qui  feroient  voir,  par 
des  titres  valables  qu'ils  en  etoient  ou  proprietiaires,  ou  he- 
ritiers  de  ceux  qui  avoient  pofi'edes  ces  biens.  Quant  a  ceux 
de  l'lfle  de  Terreneuve,  fa  Majefte  pretendoit  que  la  ville  de 
Plaifance  ayant  etc  batie  par  les  France,  les  maifons  de  cette 
ville,  &   les  terres  dtfrichces   autour  etoient  des  immeubles, 
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I  hope  I  have  made  a  right  ufe  of  the 
power  I  had  in  relation  to  Bailleul  *,  when 
I  tell  you,  that  the  yielding  it  proved  the 
greater!:  means  towards  the  facilitating  the 
whole,  except  the  argument  I  ufed,  accord- 

qui  n'avoient  jamais  apartenu  aux  Anglois,  par  confequen: 
que  les  habitans  devoient  avoir  une  entiere  liberte  d'en  dif- 
pofer.  Cette  faculte  refervee  dans  tons  les  traites  ne  fait  aucun 
prejudice  a  la  fouverainete  des  Princes  a  qui  les  lieux  font 
cedes,  elle  affiire  feulement  l'interet  des  particuliers ;  &  comme 
il  eft  de  la  juftice  de  laiffer  a  ceux  qui  n'ont  cbmrriis  aucun 
crime  la  libre  difpofition  de  leurs  biens,  le  Roi,  perfuade  de 
Pequite  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  remet  cette  quef- 
tion  a  la  decifion  de  cette  Princefie.  Su  Majefte  ne  veut  pas 
cependant  qu'une  pareille  difficulte  arrete  la  conclufion  de  la 
paix ;  elle  ordonne  a  fes  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  figner,  &  de 
laiffer  fubfifter  l'article  14  tel  qu'Jl  eft  dreffc  par  Me'ffieurs  1c? 
Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  comptant  que  fi  la 
Reine  juge  a  propos  de  le  changer  &  de  le  faire  dreifer  con- 
formement  a  Particle  1 1  du  traitc  de  Breda,  ce  changement  fe 
fera  lorfque  le  traitt-  fera  ratific. 

44  Article  1 1  du  Trazte  de  Breda. 

u  Si  quelques-uns  des  habitans  du  pays  appcllel'Acadie  pre- 
ferent  de  fe  foumettre  pour  l'avenir  a  la  domination  du  Roi 
d'Angleterre,  ils  auront  ia  liberte  d'en  fortir  pendant  l'efpace 
d'un  an,  a  compter  du  jour  que  la  reftitution  de  ce  pays  fera 
faite,  &  de  vendre  &  aliener  leurs  funds,  champs  &  tcrre;, 
efclaves,  &  en  general  tous  leurs  biens  meubles  &  immeubles, 
ou  en  difpofer  autrement  a  leur  difcretion  &  volont6,  &  ceux 
qui  auront  contra&e  avec  eux,  feront  lenus  &  obliges,  par  1'au- 
torite  du  ferenifhmeRoi  Tres  Chretienne,  d'accomplir  &  d'ex- 
ecuter  leurs  pactions  &  conventions ;  que  s'ils  aiment  mieijx 
emporteravee  eux,  leur  argent  comptant,  meubles,  uftenfils,  & 
emmener  leurs  efclaves,  &  generalement  tous  leurs  biens 
meubles,  ils  le  pourront  faire  entitlement  fans  aucun  em- 
pechement  ou  trouble." 

*  Les  Etats-Generaux  ayant  demande  Poprringuc  &  Bail- 
leul, comme  dependant  &  appartcnens  a  Ipres,  le  Due  de 
Shrewfbury  felon  les  ordres  de  la  Reine,  &  le  Marquis  de 
Torcy  par  ceux  de  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne,  font  d'accord 
que  Bailleul  demcure  u  la  France,  &c  que  Poperingue  foit  <:■ 
cn  faveur  des  Hollandois. 

ing 
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ing  to  your  direction,  that,  in  cafe  they  com- 
plied in  the  manner  they  have  done,  our 
Plenipotentiaries  had  orders  without  farther 
delay  to  fign,  and  her  Majefry  would  open 
the  Parliament,  by  telling  them,  me  had 
made  peace  with  France. 

The  Marquis  de  Torcy  received  yefterday 
the  news  of  the  King  of  Prufiia  being  dead. 

I  am,  Sec. 

Shrewsbury. 

P.S.  Mr.  Gilligan  writ  fome  time  fince 
to  Mr.  Prior,  concerning  a  fum  to  be  ad- 
justed and  paid,  in  lieu  of.  the  remaining 
number  of  Negroes,  which  the  French  Com- 
pany think  they  have  a  right  to  tranfport  for 
two  years  to  come,  and  by  virtue  of  their 
afliento  contract  with  the  Spaniards ;  of  this 
Mr.  Prior  has  writ  again  to  Mr.  Gilligan  . 
and  we  defire  particularly  to  know,  if  it  be 
underftood,  that  we  (hall  pay  this  dedom- 
magement,  as  the  fum  may  be  agreed  to, 
and  accordingly  I  mall  fpeak  of  it  more  di- 
ftindly  to  the  Minifters  here, 


From 
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From  the  Duke  of  Shrew/bury*. 
My  Lord, 

Verfailles,  March  8th,  1713,0.8. 

I  HOPE  the  laft  commands  I  have  had 
from  the  Queen  by  your  Lordfhip  have  b-^en 
obeyed  with  fuccefs,  and  that  it  is  now  in 
her  Majefty's  power  to  declare  her  peace  is 
made;  you  cannot  conceive  the  difficulties 
we  have  had  to  get  all  your  American  ar- 
ticles agreed  to  without  alteration;  the  King 
told  me  he  was  ufed  very  hardly  in  that  of 
the  bona  immobiiia,  that  he  was  confident  the 
Queen  and  her  'Minifters  were  not  rightly 
apprized  of  thtf  cafe ;  but,  however,  he  would 
iubmit  it  entirely  to  her  Majefty.  lay  the 
flate  of  the  cafe  before  her,  and  depend  up- 
on her  juftice. 

1  own  freely  I  have  never  been  able  to  ar- 
gue this  point  well,  though  I  have  gained  it, 
becaufe  either  I  do  not  imderftand  it,  or  if 
I  do,  1  incline  to  think  we  are  in  the  wrong, 
the  confhmt  practice,  according  to  my  ob- 
servation, being  againlt  us ;  but  I  will  fay 
;io   more    upon   this    lubjcct,   for,    right    or 

*  Private. 
3  wn    \ 
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wrong,   it    was    fubmitted  to   her  Majefty, 
which  is  all  that  can  be  aiked. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  tell- 
ing your  Lordhhip  that  Mr.  Prior  has  been 
to  the  laft  degree  ufeful  to  me,  and  fervice- 
able  to  her  Majefty  in  all  this  negociation:  I 
wifh   you  would  write  and  encourage  him. 
When  I  make  my  entry,  it  will  look  ftrange 
if  he  have  not  fome  fort  of  handfbme  equi- 
page to  appear  at  the  fame  time;  as  he  lives, 
he  fpends  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  yet 
makes  no  mow,  for  want  of  a  fund  to  buy 
fomething  at   firft   that   is   creditable ;  pray 
put  Lord   Treaiurer   in   mind  of  him,  and 
pardon    this  unneceffary  additional  trouble 
from,  my  Lord,  &c. 

Shrewsbury. 

P.S.  I  muft  not  omit  faying,  that  I  think 
this  King's  health  is  very  good  for  a  man  of 
his  age,  and  the  Dauphin  grows  ftronger 
every  day. 

To  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury. 

My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  March  3d,   17 13. 

THE   melTenger  whom   your  Grace  dif- 

patched,  and  who  arrived  here  on  Saturday 

latf, 
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laft,  returns  with  mofl  fincere  congratu- 
lations upon  that  happy  iucceis  which  you 
have  had,  and  which  might  reafonably  be 
expe6ted  when  the  management  of  the  ne- 
gotiation was  in  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury's 
hands. 

By  one  of  the  Queen's  meilengers,  who 
arrived  yefterday  from  Utrecht,  I  find  that 
my  brother  got  thither  very  early  on  Sa- 
turday morning;  lb  that  my  Lords  the  Ple- 
nipotentiaries did  probably  receive  their  full 
powers  and  ultimate  inftruclions,  as  foon  as 
they  could  know  from  your  Grace,  that  they 
were  to  ufe  one,  and  put  the  other  in 
execution. 

Her  Ma  jetty  thought  lit,  as  fbon  as  your 
Grace's  letters  of  the  8th  arrived,  to  order 
me  to  renew  her  commands  to  the  Biihop 
of  Briflol  and  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford;  and 
within  three  hours  after  I  received  your 
Grace's  packet,  I  difpatched  another  cou- 
rier to  Holland,  with  the  clearer!:  and  mofl 
peremptory  fignifications  of  the  Queen's 
pleafure,  which  1  am  able  to  draw.  Thus 
therefore,  my  Lord,  one  part  of  that  pro- 
mife  which  your  Grace  judges  to  have  prov- 
ed the  greatcft  means  towards  facilitating 
J  the 
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the  whole,  has  been,  as  far   as  lies    in  the 
Queen's  power,  accomplished,  and  her  Pleni- 
potentiaries have  had  orders,  without  farther 
delay,  to  fign.    The  other  part,  that  her  Ma- 
jefty  would  open  the  Parliament  by  telling 
them    me   had    made    peace    with   Fran, 
would  have  been  performed  this  day,  could 
the  Queen  have  refolved  to  have  opened  the 
Se/fion  by  commiflion  *,  or  had    there  not 
been  too  much  danger  of  a  relapfe  if  fhe  had 
ventured  in   perion   to   Weftminiter.      Her 
ftate  of  health  is,  God  be  prailed  !  extremely 
good;  but  as  the  gout  has  not  entirely  fpent 
itfelf,  the  lead  cold  might  have  expofed  her 
Majefty  to  an  illncis,  and  her  long  confine- 
ment to  a  very  warm  apartment,  made  her 
apprehenfive  of  this  conlequence.    This,  my 
Lord,   is  the  true  and  only  reaion  why  (he 
determined  yeflerday  to  put  off  the  Parlia- 
ment till  this  day  feven-night,  though  when 
1  told  you  1001,  294,  267,  394,  482,  816, 
381,  fo  to-day  454  feemed  too  wile  to  be- 
lieve me. 

•  Bolingbroke  was  of  opinion  that  the  Parliament  fliould 
fit ;  they  had  prorogued  it  ieveral  times,  and  were  not  then 
certain  thai  the  peace  would  be  figned  in  time  for  the  meeting  ; 
therefore  they  were  no  forwarder  than  at  the  fyrir.  prorogation, 
and  many  were  the  grumblers,  and  gceat  the  fuipenfc  of  the 
nation. 

,      The 
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The  Queen  has  begun  to  take  the  air,  fhe 
will  continue  to  do  fo,  whenever  the  weather 
is  in  the  leaft  favourable,  and  I  make  no  doubt 
but  on  the  ioth  fhe  will,  without  any  riik  to 
her  health,  carry  the  glad  tidings  of  peace  to 
her  two  Houfes. 

The  Duke  d'Aumont  has  juft  put  a  pretty 
long  memorial  into  my  hands,  which  confifts 
of  three  parts ;  communications  of  the  points 
agreed  to,  whereon  nothing  need  be  fa  id  to 
your  Grace  ;  arguments  againft  our  demand 
of  the  bona  immobilia*  and  reprefentations 
concerning  the  dangerous  Situation  of  the 
Kinq;  of  Sweden's  affairs  :  on  the  firft.  of  thefe 
two  laft  articles,  I  have  little  to  fay,  no  anfwer 
being  yet  returned  to  me,  from  thofe  to 
whom  the  confideration  of  this  matter  is  by 
her  Majefty  referred.  In  general,  I  may  tell 
your  Grace,  and  your  Grace  may  tell  Mon- 
fieur  de  Torcy,  that  the  Queen  will  readily 
do  whatfoever  (hall  appear  equitable  and  juit 
towards  the  loftening  of  this  demand. 

The  laft  proportion  is  a  matter  of  very 
great  intricacy ;  the  Queen  fees  very  well  what 
the  drift  492,  670,  303,  508,  347,  282,  320, 
is  in  prcfTing  her  fo  warmly  upon  it ;  and 
their  zeal  on  this  occafion  will  infpirc  none 

to 
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to  her  Majefty  ;  but  there  are  motives  of  an- 
other nature  which  will  occur  to  your  Grace, 
and  which  there  is  no  need  of  my  fuggeit- 
ing,  to  induce  her  Majefty  to  exert  herfelf 
in  another  manner  than  fhe  has  hitherto  been 
able  to  do  in  the  affairs  of  the  North. 

I  am  at  this  time  employed,  with  the 
afliitance  of  Mr.  Whitworth,  in  forming  a 
memorial,  wherein  the  true  ftate  of  the 
Queen's  engagements,  and  of  the  fteps  taken 
by  the  parties  in  the  Northern  war,  will 
appear.  The  former  of  theft  were  entered 
into  moftly  to  i'crwe  the  turns  of  the  lafl  war, 
'and  are  accordingly  inconfiftent  with,  and 
even  repugnant  to  each  other.  But  I  hope 
ibme  obfervations  which  are  to  be  made  upon 
thefe,  and  the  whole  tenour  of  the  latter,  will 
enable  us  to  mow  that  the  Queen  is  at  full 
liberty  to  acl  as  a  common  friend  in  northern 
affairs.  Your  Grace,  however,  fees,  that 
till  this  frate  is  formed,  and  till  he;-  Maje- 
fty's  reiblutions  are  thereupon  taken,  no» 
particular  meafurecan  be  declared /or.  We 
might  otherwiie  engage  ourfelves  anew  into 
fuch  a  labyrinth  as  we  are  endeavouring  to 
get  out  of. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  may, not  be  impro- 
per 
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per  for  your  Grace  to  fay  to  Monfleur  de 
Cronftroom  *,  who  will  certainly  folicit  you 
upon  this  head,  and  even  to  the  Minifters 
of  France,  that  her  Majefty  has  given  orders 
for  a  very  Itrong  fquadron  to  be  got  ready, 
which  will,  in  a  fhort  time, be  able  toad:  in  the 
Baltic.  The  inclofed  papers-f-  which  I  have  the 

honour 

*  the  Swedifh  Minifler,  at  Paris. 

I   Qbfer  nations  on  the  Jixtb  and  thirty-fecond  articles  of  tie 
Ajjiento  Contract. 

u  Sixth  article. — As  the  faid  Company  have  reafon  to  fear, 
that  in  cafe  of  war  they  may  be  interrupted  or  impeded  in 
the  importation  of  the  faid  negroes,  and  that  they  cxpofe  them- 
i'eives  to  an  evident  danger  of  lofing  their  (hips  andloading, 
his  Catholic  Majefty  declares,  that  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  the  faid  Company  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  import 
more  than  3000  negroes,  pieces  of  India,  each  year  ;  and  his 
Majefty  leaving  the  faid  Company  a  latitude  of  importing 
the  remaining  1S00,  to  make  the  complement  4800,  thei(  have 
a  liberty  to  import  yearly  in  the  following  years ;  and  if,  by 
any  other  accident,  they  cannot  furnifh  the  faid  number  of 
3000  negroes  yearly,  they  mall  likewife  have  liberty  to  im- 
port them  in  the  following  years,  making  good  the  numbers 
they  wanted  to  complete ;  but  the  faid  Company  fhall,  never- 
theless, be  obliged  to  pay  to  his  Catholic  Majefty  the  fum  of 
300,000  livres  Tournois  for  the  duties  of  the  faid  3000  negi 
pieces  of  India,  every  fix  months,  or  half-yearly  payments, 
ior  each  year,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  whether 
they  furnifh  them  or  not ;  and  if  they  do  furnifh  above  the  laid 
3000  negroes,  pieces  of  India,  they  fhall  pay  the  duties  for  the 
overplus  in  the  manner  above  explained." 

in  tbe  margin  of  the  faid  Jixtb  article  is  'written — ''  I 
add,  that  if,  during  the  ten  yeara  the  treaty  is  to  continue,  the 
war  fhall  not  ceafe,  and  that  it  fjiall  hinder  the  faid  Company 
to  furnifh  the  faid  quantity  of  negrots  they  are  obliged  to  by 
the  prefent  treaty,   they  fhall,  notwithftanding,  be  obliged  to 

pay 
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honour  to  tranfmit  to  your  Grace,  contain 
the  befl:,  and  indeed  the  only  anfwer  which  I 

can 

pay  entirely  the  duties  to  his  Majefty  ;  but  they  (hall  have  the 
liberty  to  fulfil  their  contract  during  the  three  years  that  his 
Majefty  gives  them  to  regulate  and  determine  their  accounts, 
and  to  withdraw  all  the  effects  that  belong  to  them,  without 
their  being  obliged  to  pay  any  other  duties  whatfoever." 

"  Thirty-fecoud  article.  — The  faid  treaty  being  finifhed 
and  accomplished,  his  Catholic  Majefty  grants  to  the  faid 
Company  the  term  of  three  vears,  tor  fettling  all  their  ac- 
counts, withdrawing  their  effects  from  the  faid  Indies,  and  ren- 
dering to  his  faid  Majefty  his  final  account;  and  during 
the  faid  three  years,  the  faid  Company,  their  Agents,  and 
Commiflaries,  (hall  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  and  franchifes 
which  are  granted  them  during  the  term  of  the  prelent  treaty, 
for  the  free  entrance  of  their  veffels  into  all  the  ports  of  Ame- 
rica, and  to  withdraw  their  effects  without  their  being  liable 
to  any  charge  or  reftriction  whatfoever." 

"  By  the  32d  article. — The  French  Guinea  Company  have 
three  years  given  them  after  the  expiration  of  their  contract, 
for  fettling  all  their  accounts,  withdrawing  their  effects,  and 
rendering  to  his  Catholic  Majefty  his  final  account;  with  free 
liberty  of  entering  the  ports  of  America,  for  withdrawing 
their  effects,  which  does  not  give  them  a  power  of  introduc- 
ing negroes,  during  thefe  three  year*-. 

"  But  in  regard  of  the  refervation  added  to  the  fixth  article, 
they  are  equitably  entitled  to  import,  during  the  three  years, 
what  was  wanting  of  the  numbers  of  4800  negroes  y«arly. 

"  Yet  in  adjufting  this,  many  difficulties  will  lie  on  the 
French  Company  : 

•*  iff,  The  deficiency  of  the  numbers  muft  appear  by  au- 
thentic certificates  from  all  the  ports  of  the  Spanifh  Weft 
Indies. 

"  adly,  One  year  of  the  three  is  almoft  expired. 

"  jelly,  Without  carrying  of  negroes,  the  fending  of  (hips 
to  withdraw  the  effects  only,  will  not  defray  the  charge. 

"  It  feems  juft  to  the  concerned,  that  her  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty doth  agree  with  the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain,  and 
the  Guinea  Company  of  France,  that  upon  authentic  proofs 
of  the  value  of  their  effects  abroad,  and  proper  authorities 
given  for  recovery  thereof,  her  Majefty  do  anfwer  the  adjufted 
value  in  Europe. 

"  In  like  manner,  as  to  the  deficient  negroes  to  complete 
Vol.  III.  \  L  the 
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can  give  to  the  difficulty  Mr.  Gilligan  wrote 
fome  time  fince  to  Mr.  Prior  about.  Your 
Grace  will  therefore  pleafe  to  let  Mr.  Prior 
forward  the  fame  to  this  gentleman,  and  to 
fpeak  accordingly  to  the  Minifters  where 
you  are.  I  take  it  for  granted  the  French  do 
not  think  of  failing  any  more  to  the  Spanilh 
Weft  Indies,  under  pretence  of  fetching  the 
effects  away  which  belong  to  the  Guinea 
Cor.,pany,  fince  we  agreed  long  ago  to  take 
off  this  difficulty  by  purchafing  them  at  a 
reafonable  valuation. 

Your  Grace  will  receive  herewith  the  co- 
py *  of  a  difpatch  which  the   Plenipoten- 
tiaries 


the 
con 


contrnft,  Tiiat  the  reafonable  profit,  all  charges  and  rifque 
.w..C  Vred,  ufually  made  in  the  Spanifh.  Weft  Indies  be  ad- 
jufted  and  anfwered  by  her  Majefty ;  regard  being  had  to  the 
duties  a. ready  anfwered  by  his  Catholic  Majefty,  by  the  Com- 
pany. And  the  power  of  introducing  the  deficient  number 
being  transferred  to  her  Majefty,  to  avoid  the  clafhing  and 
interfering  of  the  old  and  new  ailiento,  which  otherwiie  will 
turn  to  the  prejudice  of  both. 

"  I  fubmjt  whether  it  would  not  be  of  fervice,  what  the. 
Duke  of  Shrewlbury  forwards  a  copy  of  this  difpatch  to  Mr. 
Gilligan." 

*  "  My  Lord, 
"  Ay  a  nt  travaillc  tons  ces  jours  avec  Meflieurs  les  Pleni- 
potentiaircs  de  France,  pour  drefler  Its  articles  du  trait6  de  paix 
a  faire  entre  fa  MajefteTres  Chretienne  &  fon  Altefle  Royale, 
nous  avons  rencontr6  de  leur  part  drs  difficulty  elfentielles, 
auxquelles  now  nc  nous  attentions  pas,  &  n'avions  aucun 
fujet  de  nous  attendre. 

"  i.  lis   refufent  de  mcttre  dans  le  tiaite,  que  fon  Altefle 

Roval* 
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tiaries  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  fent  me;  the 
difficulties  therein  mentioned  are  fuch  as  I 

mould 

Royale  pourra  prendre  la  pofleffion  de  Vigevinafco,  en  cas 
qu'entre  ici  &  la  paix  fa  Majefte  Imperialc  n'aie  pas  donne  a 
urn  Altefle  Royale  la  reelle  poflefljon  de  l'equivalent» 

"  ••  lis  refufent  confiamment  de  reconnoitre  ce  droit  de  la 
Maifon  de  Savoye,  immed'atement  apres  celle  d'Autriche,  a  la 
fucceilion  des  etats  de  la  Monaichie  d'Efpagne,  qui  tomberont 
par  cette  paix  en  partage  a  i'fin.pcreur. 

u  3.  lis  pretendent  avec  infiftcnce,  que  fon  Altefle  Royale 
ne  pourra  point  fortifier  dans  ks  valkes  &  lieux  que  le  Roi  Tres 
Chretien  orfre  de  donner  en  echange  de  la  principautc  de 
Barcrlonette  que  le  Roi  demande;  &  qu'il  fera  feulement  Der- 
mis a  fon  Altefle  Royale  de  fortifier  Exilles  ic  Fencftrelles,  & 
la  Vallee  de  1'iagelas. 

*•  Par  rapport  au  premier  point,  vous  fa  vex,  my  Lord, 
que  par  les  reitereca  aflurances,  que  fa  Majefte  la  Reine  a  eu 
la  bonr6  de  faire  donner  a  fon  Altefle  Royale,  &  par  la  rna- 
nicre  dont  fa  Majefte  s'eii  toujouis  txpliquee  avec  la  France, 
les  ceflions  portees  par  le  traite  de  1703,  entre  fa  Majeft6 
Imperiale  &c  fon  Altefle  Royale  doivent  a  la  paix  fortir  leur 
plein  &  cntier  efFet,  comme  il  eft  porte  par  le  traite  d'alliance 
entre  la  Reine  &  fon  Altefle  Royale  ;  vous  favez  qu'il  n'a 
tenu  &  qu'il  ne  tient,  qu'a  I'Empcreur  de  donner  l'equivalenr 
du  Vigevinafco  d'une  maniere  tres  avantageufe  pour  fes  int6- 
rets,  en  acceptant  la  propofition  du  marquifat  de  Final,  & 
en  remettant  a  fon  Altefle  Royale. 

"  Vous  comprenez  aifement,  que  les  ceflions  portees  par  le 
traite  de  1703,  ne  forteroient  plus  leur  plein  &  entier  eftet  a  la 
paix,  fi  apres  qu'entre  ici  &  ce  tems-la  l'Emptreur  auroit  re- 
fufer  toutes  les  proportions  a  lui  avantageufes  pour  donner  un 
Equivalent,  il  n'etoit  pas  lie1  a  donner  Vigevinafco  meme,  &c 
fon  Altefle  Royale  etant  de  nouveau  renvoy6  a  uu  Equivalent 
indefini,  n'auroit  plus  I'entiere  execution  de  fon  trai  6  dans  le 
terns  porte  par  le  traite  meme,  &  la  cour  de  Vienne  viendroit 
a  fon  but  d'avoir  la  paix  fans  executer  le  traite.  Sur  le  fecond 
point  vous  aurez  la  bonte,  my  Lord,  de  vonc  fouvenir  que  la 
fucceilion  de  la  maifon  de  Savoye,  immediatement  apres  celle 
d'Autriche,  aux  *tats  de  la  Monarchic  d'Efpagne,  qui  par  la 
prochaine  paix  refte.  out  a  l'Empereur,  a  toujour*  6t6  confideree 
par  la  Reine  comme  le  point  le  plus  eflentiel  a  la  juftice  due 
au  traite  d'alliance,  que  fon  Altefle  Royale  a  avec  la  Majefte, 
&  aux  precautions  neceflaires  pour  la  duree  de  la  paix,  l'equi- 
I  i  a  libre 
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mould  hope  could  not  retard  the  great  work 
of  peace.     In  two  of  them,  France  feems  to 

have 


libre  en  Europe;  aufli  dans  fon  traite  fa  Majeftc  a  trouve  bon 
de  s'y  engager  comme  pour  fait  propre,  &  dans  le  cours  de  ce  te 
negociation,  elle  a  eu  la  bonte  de  faire  afTurer  fon  Altelfe 
Royale  par  moi,  Comte  Maft'ei,  &  par  moi,  Comte  Mellarede, 
que  dans  les  traitcs  de  paix  ce  droit  de  fucceffion  feroit  main- 
tenu  &  reconnu. 

"  C'eft  en  fuite  de  ces  fentimens  &  afTurances  de  la  Reine, 
que  moi,  Comte  Mellarede  dans  les  points  que  j'eus  l'hon- 
neur  de  vous  remettre,  my  Lofd,  &  fous  l'article  des  Garanties 
pour  lefquelles  dans  les  trnites  de  la  prochaine  paix,  le  Roi 
Tres  Chretien  doit  s'nnir  a  fa  Majefte,  j'ai  marque  la  garantie 
pour  ce  droit  de  fucceffion,  &  la  demande  fut  trouvte  raifon* 
nable  par  les  Seigneurs  du  Confeil. 

"  Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  de  France  difent,  qu'ils  ne 
peuvent  pas  reconnoitre  le  teftament  de  Philippe  IV,  qui  eft 
oppofee  &  deftruftif  de  celui  de  Charles  II.  Cette  dirHculte 
eit  d'abord  aplanie  par  l'ofFre,  que  nous  faifons  de  nous  con- 
tenter  que  dans  le  traite  de  paix,  il  ne  foit  point  parle  du  dit 
teftament  de  Philippe  IV,  mais  feulement  qu'il  foit  dit  que  la 
maifon  de  Savoye  fuccedera  immediatement  apres  celle  d'Au- 
triche. 

"  Pour  ce  qui  regarde  letroifieme  point,  il  eft  de  fait  que 
lorfque  le  Roi  Tics  Chretien  a  fait  propofer  a  my  Lord  Due 
de  Shrewsbury,  &  enfuite  a  nous  ici,  l'echange  de  la  Vallce  de 
Barcelonette,  il  en  a  fait  faire  la  propofition,  fans  aucune  re- 
ft riftion  ni  condition  cnereufe,  comme  vous  faurez,  my  Lord, 
auffi-bien  que  nous;  ce  feroit  done  une  nouvaute  que  de  vou- 
loir  impofer  une  telle  condition,  qui  en  boroapt  contrc  les  regies 
naturtlJes  l'autorit6  fouverainc,  ne  convient  point  aux  pays 
que  I'on  cede  en  fouverainte,  furtout,  lorfque  l'on  demande  en 
echange  des  pays  fupericurs  en  valcur,  &  qui  n'ont  point  une 
fuprrioritr  limitee. 

"  Ajoutez,  nous  vous  en  prions,  a  cela,  que  les  vallces  que 
Jon  Altefle  Koyaie  demande,  font  da  v  allies  jugees  par  la 
Reine  nt-cciiaire  comme  en  eftVt  elles  le  font,  pour  cette  furete 
du  Picmont,  que  lc  Roi  Trcs  Chi  (lien  a  promis  a  la  Reine, 
&  la  Reine  a  fon  Altclle  Royale;  or  la  partie  la  plus  eflentielle 
de  la  furrt<-,  fuitout  vers  une  puiirance  fuperieure,  confifte  a 
utre  en  feat  de  fortifier  fdoh  que  les  occafionsPexigent,  &  par 
consequent  ce  n'efi  plus  la  m£me  furete,  p  cette  partie  fi  effen- 
tielle  y  manque,  furtout  s'agifliuit  que  les  Alpcs  feparant  ces 

values 
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have  no  concern  at  all,  and  in  the  third,  no 
very  juft  reaibn  to  be  ftiff.  The  Emperor 
is  to  give  his  Royal  Highnefs  an  equivalent 
for  the  Vigevanafco,  to  which  he  has  never 
mown  much  inclination,  and  after  the  con- 
duct which  the  Duke  of  Savoy  has  obferved 
in  the  negociation  of  peace,  he  will  probably 
mow  lefs  than  ever,  Why,  therefore,  mould 
France  refufe  to  ftipulate,  as  the  Queen  will 
do,  that  either  this  equivalent  mail  be  given 
before  the  peace,  or  that  his  Royal  High- 
nefs (hall  be  at  liberty  to  take  pofTefiion  of 

vallees  d'avec  la  France.  Lcs  fortifications  qui  font  neceflaires 
pour  ladefenfive,  ne  peuvent  jamais  fervir  pour  Poffenfive,  8c 
ne  fauroient  donncr  aucune  jufte  alarme.  Son  Altefle  Royale  ne 
peut  pa*  douter  de  la  bontr,  de  la  juftice,  ic  de  l'appui  cfficacc 
de  la  Reine  dans  les  points  fi  eflentiels,  &  c'cft  ce  qui  nous  ob- 
lige, my  Lord,  a  fupplier  tres  humblemcnt  fa  Majefiv  par  votrc 
canal,  de  vouloir  avoir  la  bonte  d'envoyer  fes  ordres  a  my 
Lord  Due  de  Shrewibury,  a  Paris,  8c  a  Meifieurs  fes  Pltnipo- 
tentiaires  ici,  arin,  que  les  articles  du  traite  de  paix  a  faire 
entre  le  Roi  Tres  Chretien  U  fon  Altefie  Royale  8c  dans  les 
fufdits  points  foient,  fans  plus  de  diflkulte,  arretcs  par  la  Cour 
de  France,  fuivant  les  juftei  fentimens  &  intentions  de  fa 
Majefic. 

"  Meflieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  de  France  depechent  ce  foir 
ou  demain,  un  courier  a  leur  Cour,  avec  le  projet  de  notre  traitc 
a  faire,  &  il  feroit  tres  utile  fi  my  Lord  Due  de  Shrewfbury 
pouvoit  recevoir  fes  ordre6,  &  les  executer  avant  que  le  dit 
courier  de  France  fut  renvoyc  ici ;  d'autant  plus,  que  Meflietrs 
les  Plenipotentiaires  de  France  fe  font  expliques,  que  ce  points 
devant  etre  decides  par  le  Roi,  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Shrewibury 
devoit  lui  en  parler.  Nous  a'vons  l'honneur  d'etre,  avec  beau- 
coup  de  refped,  my  Lord,  votre  humble,  See. 

Le  Comte  Maffex, 

Utrecht,  ce  7 me  Mars,  1713.  Mellaksde, 

I  i  3  the 
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the  province  of  Vigevanafco  itfelf.  France 
has  already  confented  to  the  fubftitution  of 
the  right  of  the  Houfe  of  Savoy  to  Spain 
and  the  Weft  Indies,  after  the  Philippine 
line  ;  this  done,  it  is  not  a  little  odd  to  hear 
the  French  Minifters  object  to  the  fubftitu- 
tion of  the  fame  perfon's  right  to  the  dis- 
membered parts  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy, 
after  the  Auftrian  line.  Will  they  pay  a 
greater  compliment  to  an  Auftrian  than  a 
Bourbon  Prince,  or  do  their  politics  tend 
to  leave  no  profpect  of  ever  reuniting  the 
Spanifh  dominions  ? 

When  the  article  was  under  debate,  ibme 
time  ago,  of  allowing  to  the  Duke  of  Sa- 
voy, notwithstanding  the  treaty  of  Turin,  a 
liberty  to  fortify ;  the  King  of  France  ob- 
jected only  to  the  exercife  of  this  liberty,  in 
the  cafe  of  Pignerol.  His  Royal  Highnefs 
acquiefced  under  this  exception,  and  we  did 
not  expect  to  have  the  fame  farther  ex- 
tended. France  has,  on  one  fide  of  the  Mont 
Genevre,  Briancon  ;  why  Savoy  mould  not 
fortify  on  the  other,  is  hard  to  imagine,  and 
if,  the  difference  about  the  equivalent  for  the 
barrier  being  over,  this  difpute  is  to  fucceed, 
there  will  be  no  end  of  treating.     But  I  afk 

pardon 
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pardon  for  faying  fo  much  to  your  Grace, 
upon  a  matter  which  is,  perhaps,  at  this 
time  decided.     I  am,  &c. 

BOLINGBROKE. 


To  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury, 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  March  3rd,  17 12-13. 

I  PROPOSED  difpatching  this  courier, 
and  my  Lord  Dartmouth  agreed  with  me, 
not  only  that  we  might  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  Grace's  letters  of  the  8th, 
N.S.  but  that  we  might  likewife  acquaint 
you  with  the  true  reafon,  fince  feveral  falie 
ones  will  to  be  fure  be  given,  why  the  Queen 
does  not  open  the  Parliament  this  day,  as 
fhe  intended  to  have  done. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  Duke  d'Aumont 
came  to  fee  me,  and  communicated  to  me  a 
memorial,  of  which  I  gave  your  Grace  an 
account  in  the  other  letter.  He  let  him- 
felf  in  immediately  to  complain  that  he  had 
been  mifreprefented  at  his  own  Court. 
Among  a  multitude  of  words,  the  only  clear 
proportions  I  could  underftand  were  thefe  : 
That  he  doubted  the  Duke  of  Shrew  fbury 

I i  4  and 


488  LETTERS    AND 

and  Mr.  Prior  had  made  him  pafs  for  one 
who  took  his  information  from  the  refugees, 
and  who  was  ill  with  the  Treafurer  and  your 
fervant,  I  could  not  forbear  telling  him, 
that  thefe  were  indeed  very  ftrong  objections 
to  his  conduct,  and  fuch  as  I  hoped  and  be- 
lieved he  would  never  give  occaiion  for,  as 
I  was  fure  he  would  never  have  any  reaibn 
to  complain  of  the  two  perfons  laft  named. 
That  our  country  was  hard  to  be  known, 
and  that  indeed  a  ilranger,  who  took  it  into 
his  head  to  beat  out  new  ways,  run  a  great 
rifque  de  s'egarer.  That  I  was  allured  your 
Grace  and  Mr.  Prior  too,  had  done  him  all 
imaginable  juftice,  and  that  thefe  reports 
were  fo  eaiily  deftroyed,  that  he  need  give 
himfelf  no  farther  concern  about  them. 

I  confefs  to  your  Grace,  I  was  very  well 
pleafed  with  this  converfation,  becaufe  it 
gives  me  hopes  that  he  will  take  warning, 
and  not  explore  new  tra6ts,  inftead  of  walk- 
ing on  in  thofe,  which  hitherto  have  carried 
us  on  fuccefsfully  enough. 

I  think  the  Whigs  fcem  to  give  up  the 
fucccfs  of  this  feflion.  Their  principal  heroes 
are  gone  the  circuit ;  Notthingam  is  pelted 
from  all  quarters.     I  cannot  help  faying,  in 

the 
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the  fullnefs  of  my  foul,  to  your  Grace,  that 
if  we  do  not  eftabl  :h  ourfelves,  and  the  true 
interc it  of  our  country,  it  is  the  Queen's  and 
Treasurer's  fault.  The  clamour  of  Jaco- 
bitilm  feems  to  be  the  only  refource  of  our 
enemies,  and  I  am  forry  to  tell  you,  that 
the  Duke  of  Argyle  gives  too  affectedly  into 
that  poor  artifice. 

You  fee,  my  Lord,  how  far  the  plea- 
fure  of  correfponding  with  your  Grace  car- 
ries me,  and  how  impertinent  your  indul- 
gence renders  me. 

Private  as  well  as  public  letters,  by  the 
fame  courier ;  and  a  multitude  of  cypher, 
properly  or  improperly  uied,  will,  I  doubt, 
give  you  a  iiirreit  of  him  who  is, 

My  Lord,  your  Grace's,  Sec, 


To  Mr.  Breton. 

Whitehall,  March  6th,  1712-13. 
I  ENTER  into  all  the  uneafinefs  which 
you  feel,  and  which  you  foreiee  at  the  Court 
where  you  are.  The  Queen  does  fo  too, 
and  I  will  anfwer  that  you  fhall  be  mafter 
of  flaying  or  being  recalled,  as  you  think 
moil  agreeable  to  your  intereft  and  to  your 

inclination 
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inclination.  But  let  me  conjure  you  to  fee 
how  the  new  King  fets  out*:  if  he  takes  a 
good  pli,  have  your  mare  of  merit ;  if  he 
takes  a  bad  one,  let  that  be  the  reafbn  of 
your  leaving  Berlin.  As  to  your  rank,  and 
as  to  other  croffes  which  you  have  had,  and 
which  my  feeble  inter eft  has  not  been  able 
to  prevent,  I  can  only  fay,  that  I  will  be 
the  firft  to  adviie  you  to  come  back,  to  fell, 
or  retire,  if  they  are  not  removed  or  repaid. 
But  I  have  bore  very  fevere  trials  of  the  fame 
nature,  and  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  in 
the  chafe  of  fortune,  and  a  life  of  bufinefs, 
a  man  muft  go  through  bad  as  merrily  as 
through  good  way  to  arrive  at  his  journey's 
end. 

Mr.  Whitworth  tells  me,  he  has  writ  to 
you  ;  if  I  have  not  done  it  iboner,  you  mud 
excufe  me  on  account  of  the  ftrange,  and  I 
believe  unprecedented  ftate  that  I  have  lived 
in  for  fome  time.  It  would  appear  affected 
to  fpeak  of  it   now  ;  fome  time  or  other  I 

*  Frederick,  the  late  King,  was  the  firft  who  was  acknow- 
ledged a.;  fuch.  He  laid  the  foundation  of  thru  military  power 
and  difcipline,  which,  to  the  fucceeding  mojiarchs,  were  fo 
kly  beneficial;  bur,  for  hb  greatej  renown,  it  is  record- 
that  he  was  u  good  Prince,  and  the  laft  a&ion  of  his  life, 
was  the  chelating  a  letter  to  hi?  Minifter,  Count  H&en,  in  fa* 
wouf  of  tha  ProtcJbnt  fuffercrs  in  France. 

hope 
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hope  we  fhaiL   Adieu.  I  am,  with  a  faithful 
and  (metre  heart,  dear  Willy, 

Your's,  &c. 


To  the  Karl  of  Orrery, 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  March  6th,  1 7 1 1- 1 3. 

WE  hope  every  day  to  receive  the  peace 
figned,  and  probably  before#  this  letter  can 
reach  your  hands,  you  will  have  heard  that 
it  is  fo. 

I  know  your  Lordfhip's  concern  for  the 
length  and  fufpenfe  of  the  negociation.  I 
mud:  therefore  be  fenfible  of  the  pleafure 
with  which  you  will  hear  that  it  is  con- 
cluded. 

The  Queen's  health  is,  God  be  praifed ! 
very  good  ;  but  the  gout  not  having  entirely 
fpent  itfelf,  her  Majefty  thought  tit  to  defer 
till  Tuefday  next,  to  open  the  Parliamen  t 
for  fear  of  cold,  whicli  might  have  repelled 
the  humour. 

I  cannot  forefee,  befides  the  clamour  of 
Jacobitifm,  and  of  the  danger  of  Popery* 
which,  except  a  few  old  women,  nobody  is 
in  earneft  about,  any  theme  for  Lord  Not- 
tingham's, 
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tingham's  eloquence  to  difplay  itfelf  upon  ; 
and  I  think  the  feffron  will  be  quiet  and 
ihort.  The  peace  made,  and  the  nation 
fettled  on  this  new  bottom,  I  hope  we  mall 
feel  the  good  effects  of  a  new  fcene  of  affairs 
at  Court,  f  ill , then  we  are  referred;  till 
then,  perhaps,  it  is  reafonable  to  refer  us. 

As  to  your  Lordmip's  private  affairs,  I 
have  not  been  unmindful  of  them,  but  as  I 
make  it  a  rule  to  fay  nothing  to  my  friends, 
when  I  have  not  a  certain  anfwer  to  give, 
your  Lordfhip  muft  excufe  me  if  I  am  at 
prefent  filent  on  this  head.  I  think  you  will 
very  foon  be  at  liberty  to  come  over,  and  in 
the  mean  time,  I  will  employ  your  proxy  as 
I  judge  your  Lordmip  would  do  your  own 
vote.     I  am,  Sec, 


To  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  March  19th,   1712-13. 

I  CANNOT  forbear  troubling  your  Lord' 
ihip  with  a  private  letter,  though  you  muft 
be  at  this  time  in  a  greater  hurry  than  ever. 

It  is,  I  think,  neceiTary  that  your  Lord- 
mip mould  know  the  prefent  itate  of  things 

at 
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at  home  in  fo  critical  a  conjuncture  ;  and  I 
believe  you  will  be  of  opinion  that  they 
muft,  to  a  certain  degree,  be  refpedled  in 
all  governments,  more  efpecially  in  a  go- 
vernment like  ours.  The  making  of  the 
peace,  my  Lord,  will  vex  none  but  thofe 
who  are  vexed  already,  and  of  whom  I  hope 
the  refolution  is  taken  of  never  ftriving  to 
pleafe ;  befides  which  it  is  to  be  coniidered, 
that  as  the  conclusion  of  your  work  will  ex- 
afperate,  fo  it  will  difarm  and  difpirit. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  long  fuipence  of 
the  treaty  gives  hopes  to  this  faction,  and 
confequcntlv  increafes  their  clamour,  and 
whets  their  rao;e ;  whilft  thofe  who  wifh 
well  to  their  country,  and  who,  thanks  be 
to  God !  are  a  vail  majority  in  every  part 
of  the  kingdom,  grow  tired  with  expecta- 
tion, and  uneaiy  under  the  delay. 

If  all  the  parties  concerned  are  ready  at 
once  to  fign,  that,  to  be  lure,  is  moil  eli- 
gible. But  if  the  Queen's  peace  is  made, 
and  the  terms  for  her  allies  afcertained,  you 
will  find  the  ihiic  of  the  nation  to  be,  that 
we  have  flayed  long  enough,  and  that  it 
was  time  to  refolve  to  flay  no  longer.  Upon 
the  whole  matter,  we  mould  ward  againft 

the 
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the  objections  of  your  friends,  our  enemies 
will  never  want  any. 

I  flatter  myfelf  that  thefe  laft  orders  and 
powers  will  remove  all  difficulties,  and  difii- 
pate  ail  doubts,  and  that  we  fhall  very  foon 
receive  from  your  hands  the  mofh  welcome 
prefcnt  that  you  can  make  to  your  Queen  and 
country. 

Give  me  leave  to  wifliyour  Lordfhip  mod 
heartily  joy  of  Lady  Strafford's  happy  de- 
livery. I  hope  the  next  addition  to  your 
family  will  be  a  fon,  and  that  he  may  prove 
iuch  an  one  as  will  follow  the  example  of 
his  father,  and  carry  down  without  inter- 
ruption the  reputation  of  your  name  to  po- 
fterity.     I  am,  &c. 


To  the  Lord  Privy  Seat. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  March  19th,   17 12-13. 

I  RECEIVED  this  morning  the  honour 
of  your  Lordfhip's  private  letter  of  the  28th, 
N.S.  with  the  public  difpatch,  and  return  you 
my  humble  thanks  for  the  favourable  man- 
ner in  which  you  are  pleafed  to  accept  my 
endeavours  to  ferve  you. 

The 
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The  perfon  your  Lordmip  is  pleafed  to 
mention  has,  I  believe,  a  good  infight  into 
trade ;  but  I  have  fome  notion  that  he  was 
fufiHcled,  and,  if  I  remember  right,  not 
without  fome  grounds,  of  carrying  on  a 
clandestine  trade,  during  the  war,  to  France. 
Some  thoughts  I  have  had  of  Mr.  Drum- 
mond ;  and  if  a  way  could  be  found  of 
making  the  confulfhip  a  little  more  valu- 
able, I  believe  the  poft  would  fuit  him,  as 
I  verily  think  he  would  fuit  the  poll:.  Mr, 
Wood's  intcreil:  mail  be  my  particular  care, 
and,  one  way  or  other,  I  doubt  not  the 
Queen  will  provide  for  him. 

Give  me  leave,  my  Lord,  to  fay  a  word  or 
two,  in   this  private   letter,  of  public  bufi- 
nefs.     We  are  furrounded  with  implacable 
enemies,  a  faction  at  home  not  numerous, 
but  defperate.     I  wifli  I  had  no  reafon  to 
add  to  thefe,  our   confederates  abroad :  no 
eondefcenfion,  no  temper,  no  moderation  can 
abate  the  edge  of  the  malice  of  this  league, 
and  till  the  peace  is  made,  their   malice  is 
terrible ;  becaufe?  God  alone  can  tell  what 
accidents  may  happen,  and  they  are   ready 
to  improve  any  to  the  common  confufion. 
The  bulk  of  the  nation  is  declaredly  againit 
2  thefe 
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thefe  people,  and  is  aware  of  their  defigns : 
but  then,  as  it  too  often  happens  in  a  good 
caufe,  our  friends  are  apt  to  cool,  which  ren- 
ders them  no  match  for  the  fury  of  party 
agitators,  and  they  languim  under  the  long 
expectation  of  what  they  ardently  wifh.  This 
is  not  all.  The  reafons  of  the  delay  of  the 
treaty  cannot  be  expofed  to  public  view,  and 
if  they  could,  few  would  be  competent  judges 
of  the  validity  of  them.  Whereas,  every 
man  will  feel  the  difference  of  the  national 
expence,  and  many  perhaps  will  imagine 
it  greater  than  in  truth  it  will  be.  The  ufe 
I  would  prefume  to  make  of  thefe  reflections 
and  of  divers  others,  which  your  Lordfhip's 
thoughts  will  better  fuggef^  to  you  than  I  can 
pretend  to  do,  is  the  necefrity  either  of  fign- 
ing  immediately  in  conjunction  with  the  al- 
lies, or  of  figning  on  the  Queen's  part,  with- 
out flaying  for  them.  The  rirft  is  to  be  fure 
beft,  but  the  lad  is  infinitely  better  than  a  de- 
lay of  twenty-four  hours. 

Your  Lordfhips  are,  it  is  very  true,  in  the 
eye  of  faction,  and  every  itep  you  take,  is 
expofed  to  the  comment  of  party  ;  but  ib 
are  thole  who  have  the  honour  to  ferve  with 
you  ;  wc  ferve  together,  and,  by  the  grace  of 
5  God, 
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God,  we  will  ftand  and  fall  together ;  of  the 
latter,  I  think,  there  is  no  danger,  but  by 
the  failure  or  longer  delay  of  the  peace. 

If  your  Lordfhip  could  fee  as  nearly  as  I 
do,  what  palTes  now  here,  and  what  the  pre- 
fent  difpofitions  of  men  are,  you  would  the 
more  eafily  excu(e  the  liberty  I  take.  I  hope, 
however,  for  your  Lordfhip's  pardon,  fince 
the  franknefs  I  ufe  proceeds  from  no  prin- 
ciple but  that  of  zeal  for  the  Queen's  fervice, 
and  of  true  refpcft  for  your  Lordlhip,  to 
whom,  I  am,  &c. 


De  Monjieur  de  Torcy. 

A  Verfailles,  le  8me  Mars,  1713* 

VOUS  verrez,  Moniieur,  par  les  lettrcs 
de  Moniieur  le  Due  de  Shrewfburv,  que  le 
Roi  n'a  voulu  tirer  d'autre  avantage  du 
bon  etat  ou  fe  trouvent  les  difpofitions  faites 
pour  la  campagne,  que  celui  d'en  prevenir 
Touverture,  &  de  conclure  la  paix  prefente- 
ment,  plutot  que  d'attendre  a  la  traiter  les 
armes  a  la  main. 

Sa  Majefle  s'eft  conformee  a  tout  ce  que 
la  Reine  a  defire,  ainfi  le  plan  de  la   paix 

Vol.  III.  K  k  generale, 
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generate,  &  celui  de  la  paix  particuliere 
etant  egalement  concertes,  rien  n'empeche 
que  l'une  ou  l'autre  ne  ioit  incefTamment 
fignee  a  Utrecht,  fuivant  ce  que  vous  me 
faites  l'honneur  de  me  marquer. 

Sa  Majefte  Britannique  pourra  par  confe- 
qUent  annoncer  a  ion  Parle  merit  le  fruit  des 
foins  qifelle  a  pris  pour  le  repos  de  1'Europe, 
&  contraindre  les  mal-intentionnes  a  garder 
le  filence.  On  ne  doute  pas  ici  qu'elle  n'en 
ibit  abfolument  maitrelTe,  &  je  vous  afllire, 
my  Lord,  qu'il  n'y  a  point  d'avis  ou  Ton 
ajoute  plus  de  foi,  qu'a  ceux  que  vous  voulez 
bien  donner  pour  l'avantage  reciproque  des 
d.  ux  nations.  Vous  avez  trop  bien  reufii  a. 
le  procurer,  peur  avoir  aucune  defiance  de  ce 
qui  vient  de  votre  part,  &  fi  jamais  vous 
aviez  envie  de  me  tromper,  vous  pourriez 
jouir  long-tems  de  ce  plaifir,  avant  que  j'en 
euflfe  le  moindre  fbnpfon :  je  fuis  en  verite 
bien  eloigne  de  pareilles  idees,  &  je  vous  de- 
mande  encore,  a  l'occafion  de  la  paix  que  je 
compte  faite,  la  continuation  de  la  meme 
confiance  &  des  memes  marques  d'amitie, 
dont  vous  m'avez  honore. 

Je  fuis  perfuade,  my  Lord,  que  la  Reine 
fcra  contentc  du  conientcmcnt  general  que 

le 
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le  Roi  donne  a  tout  ce  qu'elle  a  demande ; 
mais  les  malheureux  particuliers,  qui  auront 
de§  biens  dans  les  lieux  cedes  ou  reftitues,  ne 
le  feront  gneres  de  la  loi  que  vous  leur  im- 
pofez  par  l'article  14,  fi  fa  Majefte  Britan- 
nique,  remplie  d'equite,  &  inftruite  des 
cltufes  des  traites,  ne  decide  pas  fur  ce 
point  ;  comme  il  y  a  bietl  de  l'attendre  de 
fa  jufrice. 

Je  me  rapporte  a  ce  que  j'ai  eu  l'honneur 
de  dire  fur  ce  fujet  a  Monfieur  le  Due  de 
Shrewfbury,  &  a  ce  qu'il  en  aura  ecrit,  & 
j'efpere  qu'un  traite,  qui  doit  faire  le  bon- 
heur  des  deux  nations,  &  dont  la  conduite 
&  la  concluiion  font  dues  a  vos  fbins,  ne 
renfermera  pas  la  nnoindre  apparence  d'in- 
juftice. 

Je  rerTens  bien  \  ivement,  my  Lord,  Tat- 
tention  que  vous  voulez  bien  donner  aux  bi- 
te rets  de  Monfieur  le  Due  de  St.  Pierre,  & 
je  vous  aflure  que  je  n'ai  pas  befoin  de  nou- 
velles  raifons  pour  fortifier  Tattachement  que 
j'ai  pour  vous,  &  avec  lequel  je  ferai  toute 
ma  vie,    plus  que  perfonne, 

Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

K  k  2  A  Mon- 


500  LETTERS    ANT» 

A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
De  Whitehall,  ce  23me  Mars,  V.S.  1712-13. 

IL  faut  que  <je  profite  de  cette  occafion* 
Monfieur,  pour  vous  afTurer  de  mes  trcs- 
humbles  refpecls,  &  pour  vous  dire  que  les 
lettres  que  j'ai  recu  d'Utrecht,  du  2ome, 
2 1  me,  &•'  25me,  m'avoient  prefque  dejef- 
pere  5  celles  du  28me  m'ont  un  peu  con- 
ible  ;  je  vois  par  ces  dernieres  que  la  paix  de 
tout  le  monde  fera  faitc  en  meme-tems ;  les 
conditions  que  Monfieur  de  Sinzendorf  de- 
inande,  pour  qu'il  puifie  iigner  celle  de  TEm- 
pereur,  etant  d'une  nature  a  ne  pouvoir  pas 
accrocher  la  negociation. 

Monfieur  le  Due  d'Aumont  a  ete  informe, 
de  terns  en  terns,  des  pretextes  dont  on  s'eft 
fervi,  pour  differer  d'un  jour  a  l'autre  la  fig- 
nature  des  traites  cntre  la  Grande  Bretagne 
&  la  France,  il  fait  aufli  les  reponfes  que 
j'ai  doimces,  &  les  ordres  precis  &  reiteres 
qiu  uvoyes,  de   la  part  de  la   Reine  ; 

amfi  je  n'entre  pas  dans  ce  detail,  vous  en 
z  deja  inftruit. 

Monfieur  lc  Ducde  Shrewfbury  vous  com- 
muniquera,  Monfieur,  les  ordres  que  la 
Reihe   a   donncs,    &  qifellc   fera,    obferver 

touchant 
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touchant  les  bonaimmobilia  des  fujets  du  Roi. 
Sa  Majefte,  aura  une  entiere  fatisfaclion  la- 
deifus,  &  la  Reine  prendra  avec  plaifir  cettc 
nouvelle  occafion  de  montrer  combicn  les 
intercts  de  la  France  lui  font  a  cccur.  Elle 
ne  doute  point  que  le  Roi  de  Ton  cote  ne 
veuille  jeter  un  oeil  de  companion  fur  ces 
rnalheureux  qui  fouftrent  dans  les  galeres  *  ; 
cette  aclion  fera  digne  du  grand  coeur,  &  de 
la  piete  du  Roi ;  elle  fera  la  marque  la  plus 
effentielle  que  fa  Majefte  puiffe  donner  de 
fa  confide  rat  ion  pour  la  Reine,  &:  elle  fermera 
la  bouche  a  tous  ces  mauvais  difcoureurs, 
qui  ne  cherchent  qu'a  noircir  l'ouvrage  de  la 
paix,  &  les  caracteres  de  tous  ceux  qui  s'en 
font  meles.     Je  fuis,  &c. 

B. 


From  the  Duke  ofShrewjhury. 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  March  23rd,  17 13,  N.S. 
I  THINK  it  is  proper  for  your  Lordfhip's 
information,  as  well  as  Lord  Treafurer's,  to 


*  In  June,  1712,  the  Queen  fent  the  Marquis  de  Miramont 
to  Utrecht,  upon  a  fpecial  commivlion  in  behalf  of  the  French 

refugees  and  the  Trotcliants,  as  well  in  Fiance  in  the  galleys, 
as  on  the  Continent. 


K  k  3  fend 
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fend  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  from 
Lord  Lexington  -,  fome  of  the  objections  are 
flight,  fome  are  aniwered  by  the  folemnity 
with  which  the  whole  paffed  lafr,  week  in 
Parliament,  and  Monfreur  de  Torcy  allures 
me  the  renunciations  of  thefe  Princes  were 
formed  and  approved  in  Spain ;  however,  I 
ought  to  obferve  to  you,  that  the  renuncia- 
tions of  the  Dukes  of  Berry  and  Orleans, 
having  been  made  before  I  came  hither,  and,' 
as  I  underftand,  before  the  draughts  were  fent 
to  England,  which  will  appear  by  the  dates 
of  them,  the  folemnity  of  taking  an  oath  was 
not  obferved  at  that  ti:r<e,  which  I  fee  was 
cjone  by  the  King  of  Spain  ;  1  mentioned  this 
the  other  day  to  Moniieur  de  Torcy,  who 
feemed  not  to  have  remarked  whether  they 
had  fworn  or  not,  and  is  not  verfed  in  thefe 
forms  ;  but  by  his  anfwer  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve, if  that,  or  any  other  thing  their  con- 
ftitution  permits  them  to  do,  be  yet  infilled 
upon,  it  will  not  be  denied,  in  order  to  give 
full  fatisfaclion  upon  this  head;  but  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  public  manner  in  which 
thefe  Princes  gave  their  confent  in  the  Parlia- 
ment, be  thought  fufficient,  1  am  of  opinion 
nothing  new  mould  be  afked  that  were  not 
3  material, 
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material,  of  which  I  acknowledge  myfelf  a 
very  ill  judge,  being  wholly  unacquainted  with 
forms,  and  having  no  Civilian  here  I  can  de- 
pend upon. 

It  may  be  proper  farther  to  take  notice  to 
your  Lordfhip,  that,  by  letters  from  Utrecht, 
I  perceive  the  allies,  as  well   as   the  French, 
feem  indifferent  whether  the  Emperor,  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  peace,   mould  renounce  to 
thofe  parts  of  the  Spaniih  Monarchy  which 
the  King  of  Spain  is  to  poilcfs.  and  confe- 
quently  his  Catholic  Majefty  not  renounce 
to  thofe  parts  of  that  monarchy  the  Empe- 
ror is  to    poilcfs;    this  ieems  to  be  making 
a  peace,  and  at  the  fame  time  leaving  fuch 
feeds  for  another  war,  that  it  is  well  worth  re- 
flection,  whether    fuch   renunciations  on  all 
hands  fhould  not  be  made  at  a  general  peace  ; 
and  the  rather,  becauie  the  renunciations  lay 
down  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  as  their 
foundation;  cxpfeffing   that  Spain  ou  Jit  not 
to  be  united  either  to  France  or  the  ilouie 
of  Auitria  ;  and  there  is  an  expreiii  n  in    i    5 
Duke  ot  Orleans'  renunciation,  whic  i  in  i'    ie 
meafure  makes   the  Emperor's  renouncing  a 
condition. 

This  letter  being  only  writ  for  your  Lord- 
K  k  4  (hip 
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fhip  and  Lord  Treasurer,  I  hoped  I  might 
have  d  Snatched  my  public  letter  to  yourfelf 
and  Lord  Dartmouth  at  the  fame  time  ;  but 
Monfieur  de  Torcy's  courier  calling  in  hafte, 
I  want  time,  and  fhall  fend  another  to-morrow 
with  the  inftruments  relating  to  the  renuncia- 
tion :  Mr.  Prior  being  now  at  Verfailles  upon 
that  bufmefs,  and  till  his  return  I  am  not  fully 
enough  informed  to  write.     I  am,  &c. 

Shrewsbury. 


From  the  Duke  of  Shrew/bury. 
My  Lord,  ' 

Paris,  March  25th,  17 13,  N.S, 
I  AM  to  acknowledge  your  Lordfhip's  of 
the  3rd  inftant,  and  am  very  glad  to  have  your 
approbation  of  what  I  may  have  done  here 
towards  perfecting  the  peace.     I   hope  your 
Lordfhip's  orders  to  Utrecht  will  have  finifh- 
ed  the  concluding  it  there ;  though  by  letters 
received  from  thence  fince  they  had  orders  of' 
the  28th  of  February,  O.S.  I  find  there  ftill 
remain  fome  difficulties,  but  fuch  as  I  hope  are 
already  overcome ;  the  firfr.  is  the  referring  the 
confideration  of  the  four  fpecics  to  commif- 
fioncrs,  upon  which  I  have  to  fay,  that  when 

I  told 
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I  told  Monfieur  de  Torcy  her  Majefty's  re- 
solutions in  thofe  words,  as  you  find  them  in 
the  memorial  laft  agreed  to,  co?nmc  la  Reine  a 
deja  confenti  de  renvoyer  la  difcujjion  des  quatre 
efpl'ces  a  la  determination  des  CommiJ/ionnires 
aprcs  la  paix,fa  Majefii  entend  que  les  Etats 
en  jeront  de  memet  he  alledged,  that  this  fti- 
pulation  was  unneceflary,  for  the  Dutch  had 
already  departed  from  thofe  demands ;  to 
which  I  replied,  that  yi  cafe  the  thing  were 
fo,  we  had  no  more  to  fay  on  that  head  ;  but 
however,  that  nothing  fliould  be  altered  in 
jhe  whole  memorial,  it  was  agreed  that  it 
might  fband  as  it  was. 

The  French  Plenipotentiaries  in  their  lad 
letter  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy  affirm,  that  the 
Dutch  had  departed  from  the  fpecies  to  be 
referred,  and  that,  as  well  the  Dutch  as  our 
Plenipotentiaries,  do   ftill  acknowledge   that 
they  had  departed  from   that   demand  ;    but 
after  having  feen  the  abovementioned  claufe 
of  the   memorial,  they  infift  anew  upon  the 
point  before  given  up,  taking  for  pretext,  that 
they  made  this  conceffion  when  they  expect- 
ed, or  hoped  at  leaft,  to  have  all  the  Cha- 
tellenies  and  dependencies,  which  they   de- 
manded, about  Iprcs,  but  that  Ballieul  being 
l  now 
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now  given  to  the  French,  they  think  them- 
selves diiengaged  from  their  former  coneefLon ; 
I  give  your  Lord  (hip  this  plain  account,  that 
the  Queen  may  fee  how  this  matter  frauds, 
and  if  it  be  not  already  adjuited,  that  her  Ma- 
jefty  may  give  fuch  orders  as  me  judges 
proper. 

As  to  the  other  point  of  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria's  returning  into  the  Palatine  Elec- 
torate, if  he  is  fo  to  do,  after  the  death  of 
the  prefent  Elector,  and  his  brother  Charles 
only,  or  after  the  extinction  of  all  the  bro- 
thers and  their  heirs,  Monfieur  de  Torcy  af- 
ferts,  that  that  matter  has  been  already  fettled 
in  the  manner  that  the  French  Plenipoten- 
tiaries affirm,  and  referred  himfelf  thereupon 
to  your  Lordfhip. 

The  renunciations,  as  I  receive  them  au- 
thentically attefted,  I  have  fent  one  to  Lord 
Lexington,  and  another  to  Lord  Dartmouth ; 
as  I  do  likewife  fend  to  the  Lords  Plenipo- 
tentiaries at  Utrecht  a  third,  attefted  as  a  true 
copy. 

1  have  acquainted  Monfieur  de  Torcy  with 
what  your  Lordfhip  writ  me  or  the  method 
which  her  MajeCty  had  taken  to  be  informed 
cf  bona  hnmobilia,   with  which  he  does  not 

doubt 
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doubt  but  the  King  will  be  very  well  fatif- 
fied,  when  he  informs  his  Majefty  of  it. 

As  to  the  points  of  the  Vegevanafco,  and 
the  right  of  fortifying,  upon  which  the  Savoy 
Plenipotentiaries  write  to  your  Lordfhip,  I 
underftand  this  King  will  fatisfy  his  Royal 
Hi^hnefs,  and  has  lent  orders  accordingly  to 
his  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht ;  but  as  to  the 
point  of  fucceffton  id  the  family  of  Savoy  to 
that  part  of  the  Spaniih  Monarchy  which 
the  Emperor  is  to  have,  in  cafe  of  failure  in 
the  Auftrian  line,  this  Court  look  upon  it  as 
a  proportion  entirely  new,  and  as  what  will 
not  appear,  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  negociation,  to  have  been  fKpulated,  or 
ever  demanded ;  allowing  it  to  be  a  thing  of 
great  conlequence,  and  what  may  merit  a  fu- 
ture confideration,  they  confider  as  confiding 
of  fuch  various  parts  and  claims,  and  as  a 
thing  at  fo  remote  a  diftance,  in  which  fo 
many  people's  confent  muft  be  formally  ob- 
tained, that  they  judge  it  impracticable  to  be 
fettled,  in  a  treaty  which  they  think  fo  near 
being  perfected,  as  to  expect  every  day  its  be- 
ing figncd. 

Mr.   Prior  has    fent  to  Mr.   Gilligan  the 
papers  incloied  in  your  Lordlhip's  of  the  3rd, 

aid 
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and  the  paragraph  of  that  letter  relating  to  the 
affair  of  the  affiento ;  and  before  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  Mr.  Prior,  in  anfwer  to  one 
from  Mr.  Gilligan,  had  writ  to  him  to  fend 
us  more  explicitly  the  date  of  that  matter,  as 
to  the  fums  to  be  agreed  on,  to  buy  off  the 
French  effects  ;  Monfieur  de  Torcy  in  the 
mean  time  affures  me,  that  the  thing  is  in  a 
fair  way  of  being  adjufled  at  Madrid,  and  is 
apprehenfive  it  may  be  embroiled  if  we  enter 
upon  it  here,  before  we  hear  farther  from 
Spain.     I  am,  &x. 

Shrewsbury. 

P.S.  I  fend  your  Lordfhip  inclofed  an  ac- 
count concerning  the  King  of  Sweden,  which 
I  received  laft  night  from  his  Minifter  here. 

The  fufpenuon  of  arms  finifhes  the  22nd 
of  next  month,  which  I  only  mention  in  cafe 
they  mould  not  fign  fo  foon  at  Utrecht,  that 
no  time  may  be  loft  to  renew,  though  I  hope 
there  will  be  no  occafion. 


lQ 
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To  the  Duke  of Sbretvjbury. 
My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  March  24th,  17 12-13. 

I  TAKE  the  opportunity  which  the  de- 
parture of  this  courier  gives  me,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  honour  of  your  Grace's  let- 
ters of  the  23rd  and  25th  of  this  month, 
both  which  I  have  read  to  the  Queen,  and 
communicated  to  my  Lord  Treafurer. 

We  really  took  it  for  granted  here,  that 
the  Princes  of  the  blood  in  France  had 
fvvorn  to  their  feveral  renunciations  of  the 
crown  of  Spain  as  King  Philip  did  to  his 
renunciation  of  the  crown  of  France  ;  and 
the  words  at  the  latter  end  of  the  renuncia- 
tions of  the  Dukes  of  Berry  and  Orleans 
confirmed  this  opinion.  It  is  there  laid,  Nous 
jurons  folenncllcment  fur  les  evangiles  contenus 
au  mijfely  &c. 

I  confefs,  my  Lord,  the  infertion  of  thefe 
words  in  the  acls,  and  the  omiflion  of  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  the  oath,  carry  fomething  along 
with  them  which  I  do  not  like -,  the  Queen 
feemed  to  be  of  the  fame  mind  :  and  if  I 
have  nothing  more  particular  in  command 
to  fay  to  your  Grace  upon  this  head,  I  be- 
lieve 
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lieve  it  is  becaufe  things  are  thought  fo  far 
advanced,  that  there  is  hardly  time  to  over- 
hale  this  proceeding ;  and  in  fuch  cafe  per- 
haps, it  were  better  to  take  it  for  granted 
the  Princes  have  fvvorn,  than  to  enter  into 
a  conteft,  which  may  give  ground  to  other 
people  now,  and  to  the  French  hereafter, 
to  cavil  about  the  validity  of  thefe  acts. 
Will  your  Grace  allow  me  to  add  my  pri- 
vate ientiment  ?  If  you  find  the  want  of  this 
folemnity  may  be  flill  fupplied  previoufly  to 
the  peace,  or  en  the  ratifying  of  it,  tne 
Princes,  I  think,  ought  to  fwear,  not  as  if 
at  your  Grace's  inftance  they  were  doing  an 
act  which  they  had  before  neglected,  but  as 
if  they  took  the  oath  in  a  proper  time  and 
place. 

As  to  the  latter  part  of  your  Grace's  letter 
of  the  23rd,  I  believe  you  may  remember, 
my  Lord,  that  Philip  fome  time  ago,  defired 
the  Emperor  might  be  obliged  to  renounce 
to  Spain ;  and  the  Imperial  Court  at  that 
time  thought  they  lhould  be  able  to  pro- 
tract the  treaty,  and  to  catch  fomewhat  more 
in  the  (bramble,  by  valuing  their  airy  title 
high,  and  by  infixing  on  terms  before  they 
parted  with  it.  For  thefe  reafons,  the  Spa- 
nish 


CORRESPONDENCE,    cCC.  5  I  I 

ni(h   Minifters  were  beat  off  from  this  de- 
mand then,  as  the  Imperial  Minifters  now 
defire   to  have  it  not  made  upon  them,  ib 
that  I  fear  it  will  be  impracticable  to  alter 
this  part  of  the  fyftem.     The  feveral  trea- 
ties will  make  the  partition,  the  feveral  trea- 
ties will  be  fworn  to,  and  if  hereafter  luft:  of 
power,  and  favourable  opportunities,  mould 
prevail  on  fome  of  the  parties  to  invade  the 
others,    in    fpite  of   the  treaties,    the  fame 
temptations    would,  I   fear,  have  the   fame 
eirecl,  in  tpite  of  the  renunciations.    1  would 
beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  union  of  France 
and  Spain  was  i'o  near  in  profpect,  and  Co 
terrible    in   coniequence,    that  nothing  1 
than  the  meafure  taken  could  appear  furfi- 
cient  to  prevent  it.     Whereas,  if  Philip  or 
his  irTue,  ihould  in  time  to  come  attempt  to 
repoftefs  themfelves  of  any  diimembered  part 
of  Spain's    ancient    dominions,  flich  a  v. 
would  be  as  little  formidable  to  Great  Britain 
perhaps,  as  any  that  could  arife  ;  and  if  ths 
Emperor    or    any    future    Auftrian    Prince, 
mould  think   of  conquering  Spain   and  the 
Indies,  he  might  be  laughed  at  for  a  mad- 
man,  but  the  found  of  his  trumpets  would 
frighten   nobodv.      Your  Grace  is  ib  much 

ufecl 
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ufed  to  indulge  me,  that  I  depend  on  youf 
goodnefs  to  excufe  the  freedom,  with  which 
I  throw  out  thefe  crude  thoughts  which  oc- 
cur to  me. 

The  account  which  your  Grace  gives  of 
the  four/fpecies,  unriddles  what  I  did  not 
underltand  before-  My  Lords  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries write  in  fuch  a  ftyle  concerning 
the  interefts  of  Holland,  in  their  letter  of 
the  28th,  that  this  difficulty,  as  well  as  all 
others,  we  conclude  is  over  ;  and  therefore, 
the  only  orders  which  went  laft  poft  to 
Utrecht,  are  thofe  which  your  Grace  will 
find  in  the  inclofed  copy  of  my  difpatch  of 
Friday  laft. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  I  mould  fay 
nothing  on  that  point  of  the  Elector  of  Ba- 
varia's returning  to  the  rank  of  firft  Elector, 
and  to  the  Upper  Palatinate,  did  not  Mon- 
ficur  de  Torcy  refer  himfelf  to  me,  as  your 
Grace  is  pleafed  to  tell  me  in  your's  of  the 
25th  :  Monfieur  de  Torcy  mould  remember, 
and  I  am  confident  Mr.  Prior  does,  that 
when  I  was  in  France,  I  pofitively  refufed 
to  engage  for  the  Queen,  in  any  thing  re- 
lating to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  farther 
than  the  Plenipotentiaries  had  gone  at  that 

time. 
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time,  at  Utrecht.  If  your  Grace  pleafes  to 
compare  what  is  faid  on  this  fubjecl,  in  the 
fecond  column  of  the  general  plan,  with  the 
minutes  taken  at  Fontainbleau,  Augufl  21ft, 
171 2,  you  will  fee  this  to  be  fa61. 

The  Queen  has  all  along  entrenched  her- 
felf  in  the  general,  and,  according  to  Mon- 
fieur  Buys,  vague  proportion.      She    never 
would  determine  for  the  explication  there- 
of, made  by  the  German  Minifters,  that  the 
Elector  mould  not  return  to  his   rank,  and 
to  the  Upper   Palatinate,  till   after  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  Rudolphin  line,  nor  for  that 
made  by  the  French  Minifter,  that  he  mould 
return    immediately   on   the    death   of    the 
Elector  Palatine    and  his    brother  Charles, 
without  regard  even  to  the  children  of  the 
latter.      Both  fides  have  frequently  applied 
to  the  Queen,  but  both  fides  have  failed  in 
their  attempts  to  engage  her  to  explicit  de- 
claration.    If  the  French  underftand  her  fi- 
lence  to  be  an  aifent  to  their  explication  of 
the  general  article,    the  Germans   may  as 
well  conclude  that  the  fame  filence  is  an  en- 
gagement in   their  behalf;   but   enough  of 
this,  the  Elector   of  Bavaria    has   had   fair 
play,  and   his  bufinefs   goes  better  than  he 
Vol.  III.  L  1  had 
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had  reafon  to  expect,  though  her  Majefty 
has  kept  herfelf  free  from  declarations  and 
engagements,  which  were  not  confident 
with  the  meafures  it  became  her  to  keep 
towards   other  Princes. 

My  Lord  Treafurer  writes  to  your  Grace, 
concerning     the      bona     immobilia     of     the 
French,  and  the    liberty   of  the  Galeriens. 
I  have  only  to  acquaint  your    Grace,  that 
Mr.  Moore  *  is  preparing  fuch  a  icheme  as 
mail  effectually  anfwer  the  defire  of  his  Mori 
Chriitian  Majefty  on  one  head,  and  we  hope 
the  Minifters  in  France  will  think  of  doing 
the  other  with  an  equal  good  grace.  It  may, 
perhaps,  be  neceffary    to  obferve    that   the 
Queen  does  not  mean,  as  I  fee  Monfieur  de 
Torcy,  in  a  letter  to  Gaultier,  ftates  it,  to 
alter   the   claufe   in   the   treaty    about   im- 
moveables.   No,  my  Lord  ;  as  we  ihall  have 
no  ftipulation  in  favour  of  the  Proteflants,  fo 
neither  mail  the  French  have  any  in  favour 
of  their  immoveables;  but  the  Queen  takes 
the  King's  word  in  one  cafe,  and  he  mull 
take  her  Majefty's  in  the  other,  which  your 
Grace  is  impowered  to  give. 

*  Arthur  Moore,  a  Commifiioner  of  trade  and  plantations, 
and  principally  <  onccrned  in  framing  the  treaty  of  conuntice. 

I  ky 
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I  fay  nothing  about  Savoy,  nor  about  Mr. 
Gilligan's  letter  to  Mr. « Prior,  becaufe  we 
hear  from  Utrecht  and  from  Madrid,  that 
thofe  matters  are  over. 

The  true  ftate  of  the  King  of  Sweden's 
affairs,  is  much  worfe  than  his  Minifter  rc- 
prefented  them  to  your  Grace ;  it  is  high 
time  to  think  of  faving  him,  infpite  of  him- 
felf;  fomething  is  doing  towards  it,  but  I 
have  not  time  to  enter  into  that  detail. 

I  mull:  beg  leave,  before  I  conclude  this 
long  letter,  to  recommend  to  your  favour  a 
very  hard  cafe,  which  I  have  writ  to  Mr. 
Prior  upon.  Mr.  William  Churchill,  who  has 
had  the*honour  of  your  Grace's  patronage 
formerly,  and  for  whom  1  have  had  a  long 
kindnefs,  is  deeply  concerned  in  it.  A  letter 
of  attorney,  and  the  vouchers,  are  fent  to 
Mr.  Arbuthnot,  who  will  apply  to  your 
Grace,  and  I  once  more  entreat  your  favour 
to  the  parties  concerned.  I  inclofe  a  me- 
morial on  this  head  for  your  Grace's  in- 
formation, and  am,  with  the  greateil  re- 
fpec"t,  &:c. 


L  1  2  To 


/ 
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To  Mr.  Drummond. 
Sir, 

Whitehall,  March  24th,  17 12- 1 3. 

ALTHOUGH  I  have  not  lately  troubled 
you  unneceffarily  with  any  of  my  letters,  yet 
I  have  not  been  unmindful  of  your  interefts  ; 
I  waited  an  opportunity  of  acknowledging 
my  perfonal  obligations  to  you,  as  well  as 
the  effential  fervices  which  you  did  the 
Queen's  affairs,  at  a  time  when  the  fitua- 
tion  of  them  was  extremely  nice,  and  I  think 
the  opportunity  now  offers  itfelf. 

Notwithftanding  the  alterations  made  in 
the  barrier  of  the  States-General,  by  the 
new  treaty,  certain  it  is,  that  all  poffible  care 
muft  be  taken,  in  agreeing  at  firft  on  pru- 
dent regulations,  and  in  preferving  thefe  re- 
gulations afterwards,  or  theBritifh  commerce 
to  the  Spainifh  Low  Countries,  will  be  ex- 
pofed  to  great  hardships,  perhaps  to  ruin. 
Commiffaries  were  to  meet  in  Flanders,  to 
adjuft,  on  the  behalf  of  the  Queen,  the  Em- 
peror, and  the  States-General,  fuch  rules 
and  methods  as  are  moil:  proper  to  prefcrve 
and  keep  things,  in  refpecl  to  trade,  on  the 
foot  whereon   they  flood  during    the  reign 

of 
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of  the  late  King  of  Spain.     But,  my  Lords 
the  Plenipotentiaries    are  of   opinion,    and 
her  Majefty  agrees  with  them,  that  this  work 
may  be  more  advantageoufly  and  more  ex- 
peditioufly  performed  at  Utrecht,  under  the 
influence  of  the  Minifters  of  the   refpeclive 
parties,  than  in    any   other  place.     I  (hall 
therefore,  fend  you  by  Friday's  poll:,  her  Ma- 
jefty's  commiflion,  under  the   great  feal,  to 
authorize  you  to  undertake  and  proceed  in 
this  bufinefs.      As  the  joining  any   one  to 
you,  who  is  not  fkilful  in  affairs  of  this  na- 
ture, can  never  advance,  and  may  prejudice 
the  lervice  ;  and  as  1  have  not  any  proper 
perfon  to  offer  to  the  Queen,  you  will  be  at 
firft  lingly  employed,   if  hereafter   another 
fhould  be  thought  of,  lie  may  be  added  by 
another  commiiTion.     In    the  mean  while, 
that   no   time   may  be  loll,  your  commiflion 
fhull  be  difpatched. 

Thus  much  I  have  acquainted  my  Lords 
the  Plenipotentiaries  with,  but  I  think  it 
proper  to  let  you  know  farther,  that  the 
(^uceii  is  fo  difiatisfied  with  Loggan's  beha- 
viour, and  indeed  infufficiency,  that  he  is  to 
\>e  removed,  and  his  poll:  filled  by  you. 

L  1  3  Mr. 
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Mr.  Laws  cannot  well  be  continued,  for 
feveral  reaibns,  in  thofe  countries  after  the 
peace,  and  her  Majefty  has  determined  to 
appoint  you  her  Secretary  and  Refident  at 
BrufTels,  fo  that  thefe  two  employments, 
which  are  very  compatible,  and  perhaps  bet- 
ter placed  in  one  than  in  two,  will,  I  believe, 
render  your  poft  very  agreeable  to  you. 

I  was  not  willing  to  let  this  poll  go,  with- 
out acquainting  you  what  you  are  to  expect 
in -general ;  by  the  next  I  mall  write  more 
particularly  on  the  fubject  of  your  commif- 
fion.  Your  letter  of  the  3 lfr,  came  to  my 
hands  lafl  night,  for  which,  I  am  to  return 
my  thanks,  and  to  denre  you  to  be  periuaded 
that  at  all  times  and  on  all  occafions,  you 
may  depend  on  the  beft  fervices  of, 

Sir,  &c. 


To  the  Earl  of  Orrery. 

Whitehall,  March  24th,   17 12-13. 

MY  dear  Lord,  I  do  not  wonder  at  your 
impatience  to  get  out  of  the  bad  company 
which  you  have  kept  of  late.  If  a  man 
is  doomed  to  ftruggle  with  faction,  he  would, 

I  think 
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I  think,  choofe  to  do   it  at  home,  but  to  go 
abroad  on  this  errand  is  intolerable. 

The  Queen*  to  whom  1  opened  your 
Lordlhip's  prefent  fituation  and  your  requeft, 
is  as  defirous  as  you  can  be,  to  give  up  the 
government  into  the  Emperor's  hands,  and 
commands  me  to  let  your  Lordfhip  know 
that  as  foon  as  you  can  return  home,  it  is 
her  intention  you  mould ;  but  upon  your 
departure  from  BrufTels,  her  Majefty  would 
have  it  known  that  you  return  thither  no 
more,  and  that  fhe  has  withdrawn  herlelf 
from  any  future  fhare  in  the  adminiftration 
of  thofe  affairs. 

I  write  to  my  Lords  the  Plenipotentiaries 
upon  this  fubjecl,  and  I  take  it  for  granted, 
your  Lordmip  will  hear  from  them  very 
luddenly,  that  the  Emperor  and  States  are 
agreed,  as  to  the  terms  of  the  barrier  of 
of  the  latter,  after  which  fome  form  of  giv- 
ing up  the  government  to  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty muft,  I  fuppofe,  be  obferved,  and  then 
your  Lordfhip  will  immediately,  purfuant 
to  the  letters  which  next  boat  fhall  carry 
to  you,  take  your  leave  of  your  feditious 
fubjecls,  and  haften  to  the  arms  of  your 
friends  and  miitrefles. 

L 1  4  "         We 
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We  (hall  wind  up  our  bottoms  probably 
in  as  little  time  as  you  can  get  ready  for 
your  journey  hither,  and  1  am  fure  you 
would  not  leave  your  work,  difagreeable  as 
it  is,  when  you  are  within  fo  few  days  of 
concluding  it. 

The  article  of  trade  might  have  rendered 
a  longer  flay  in  the  Netherlands  neceiiary, 
but  we  have  given  another  turn  to  that 
matter,  and  initead  of  appointing  the  Com- 
miflioners  to  meet  in  Flanders,  where  they 
would  have  been  under  your  Lordfhipts  di- 
rection, they  are  now  to  aflemble  at  Utrecht. 
I  inclofe  an  extract  of  what  I  write  to  the 
Plenipotentiaries  for  your  Lordfhip's  infor- 
mation. 

All  our  accounts  from  Utrecht,  as  well  as 
Paris,  make  us  depend  fo  much  on  having 
the  inftruments  of  the  general  peace  exe- 
cuted in  few  days,  that  the  Queen  deter- 
mines to  receive  them  before  fhe  meets  her 
Parliament,  fo  that  the  two  honfcs  will  not 
fit  till  Thurfday  in  Eafter  week,  which  I 
take  will  be  the  ninth  of  April. 

The  peace  made,  we  may  hope  to  know 
a  little  quiet,  and  to  fee  fome  government 
eftablifhed  among  us;  but  indeed  at  prefent, 

amid/l 
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amidfl  the  clamour  of  faction,  the  diftruft 
of  friends,  and  the  hurry  of  bufinefs  equally 
important  and  voluminous,  no  (lavery  can 
be  equal  to  that  of 

Your  ever  faithful,  &c. 

I  was  glad  to  meet  little  Lord  Broghil  * 
this  morning  in  the  Park  fo  well,  and  in  fo 
fair  a  way  of  continuing  fa. 


From  the  Duke  of  Shrewjbury. 
My  Lord, 

Paris,  March  31ft,  17 13,  N.S. 
BY  the  letters  which  I  have  lately  receiv- 
ed from  tfre  Lords  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Utrecht,  and  fome  copies  and  abftracts  of 
what  they  write  to  you,  I  obferve  that  their 
Lordfhips  have  a  very  zealous  and  com- 
mendable intention  to  endeavour  that  the 
figning  of  the  peace  may  be  general,  and 
that  they  conflantly  transfer  the  fituation  in 
which  the  Imperial  Minifters  are,  as  to  their 
demands,  and  the  advances  they  make  to 
render  their  coming  in  practicable;  this  has 
occafioned  the   fending  feveral  fchemes,  in 

*  EJdeft  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Orrery. 

which 
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which  new  points  are  often  flarted,  and  the 
interefr.  of  fome  Princes,  which  we  thought 
fettled,  are  again  difputable;  and  many  fo 
cflential  alterations  are  propofed,  that  they 
muft  in  their  own  nature,  cofl  a  great  deal 
of  time  to  adjuft;  the  effect  of  this  is,  that 
their  Lordfhips  fend  to  me  to  prefs  this 
Court  to  agree  to  feveral  points,  in  which, 
having  no  order  from  the  Queen,  nor  know- 
ing how  far  her  Majefly  may  have  approved 
of  them,  I  think  I  mould  take  too  much 
upon  myfelf  if  I  entered  into  them;  my 
Lord,  in  cafe  no  alteration  is  to  be  made 
in  the  fcheme  already  propofed,  and  the 
method  by  which  it  is  to  be  effected,  I  think 
England,  Portugal,  Holland,  Savoy,  and 
Pruffia,  may  in  a  very  fhort  time  fign  their 
refpective  treaties,  and  the  reft  of  the  allies 
may  profit  of  the  term  allowed  them,  if  they 
think  fit ;  but  if  thofe  who  are  now  ready, 
fhall  be  obliged  to  wait  for  thofe  who  are 
but  juft  beginning  to  treat,  I  apprehend  the 
whole  may  prove,  like  all  things  of  this 
nature,  a  work  of  more  time  than  is  at  firfl 
imagined,  and  may  give  advantages  to  the 
French,  which  pofiibly  arc  not  yet  enough 
forcfeen  ;  one  thing  is  obvious,  that  the  erf 
4  fat  ion 
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fation  in  Catalonia  and  Italy  allows  them  an 
opportunity  of  collecting  all  their  power 
againlt.  Germany  and  Flanders. 

When  your  Lordlhip  lays  this  before  her 
Majefty,  as  a  confideration  of  the  greateft 
coiilequence,  you  will  do  me  the  juftice  to 
add,  that  I  (hall  conform  myfelf  to  her 
orders,  with  all  imaginable  duty  and  zeal 
lor  her  fervice     I  am,  my  Lord,  &c. 

Shrewsbury, 


TRANSLATION 

O  F 

FOREIGN  LETTERS  AND  PAPERS,  &c. 


MEMORIAL.     (Page  12.) 

For  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

'HplIE  fubftitution  of  the  Duke  of  Savov  and  of  W\%  fa- 
■*•  mily,  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  fhali  be 
executed,  when  the  article  relative  to  the  re-union  of  the 
two  monarchies  is  accomplifhed.  The  .fubftitution  ihall 
be  inferted  in  all  the  acls  of  renunciation,  as  well  that 
of  the  King  of  Spain,  as  thofe  of  the  Dukes  of  Berry  and 
Orleans.  It  {hall  be  acknowledged  by  his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  and  alfo  by  the  Cortes  of  Spain.  The  whole, 
according  to  the  plan  contained  in  Lord  Bolingbroke's 
letter  to  the  Marquis  de  Torcy  of  the  17th  July,  O.S. 

Sicily  mail  be  ceded  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,   when  the 
faid  fubftitution  is  executed.   Upon  the  arrival  of  my  Lord 
Lexington,  or  fuch  Minifter  as  the  Queen  fends  to  Spain, 
at  Madrid,  the  King  of  Spain  fhall  execute  a  fecret  article, 
by  which  he  engages  to  cede  Sicily  to  the  Duke  of  Sa- 
voy, by  the  peace,  whether  general  or  feparate,  and  to  give 
him  pofleflion  of  that  kingdom,  upon  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications.     His  Royal  Highnefs  may  take  actual  pof- 
fefllon  of  that  ifland,  as  foon  as  the  ratifications  of  a  general 
peace,  or   of  a  feparate  peace   between    Great   Britain, 
France,  Spain,  and   Savoy,  are  executed  and  exchanged  j 
and  the  Queen  is  ready  to  agree  with  his  Moft   Chriftian 
Majefty,  upon  an  article  *  to  prevent  his  Royal  Highnefs 
cither  exchanging  or  alienating  the   faid  ifland,  for  any 

*  The  King  gives  his  confent  to  fuch  an  article. 

caufe 
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caufe  or  pretence  whatever.  The  above  cited  letter  of 
Lord  Bolingbrolce  to  the  Marquis  de  Torcy,  of  17th  July, 
fhall  be  followed  as  well  in  what  relates  to  the  ceflion  of 
Sicily,  as  to  the  iubftitution  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  in  all 
points  not  altered  by  this  memorial. 

With  regard  to  the  barrier  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  we 
muft  lay  down  as  a  principle,  that  the  Queen  has  no  wifh 
to  aggrandife  him  on  the  fide  of  F ranee,  and  that  ihe  de- 
mands nothing  more  than  his  fecurity ;  which  fecurity 
his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  has  already  promifed  to  all  the 
allies  of  her  Britannic  Majefty.  The  Minifters  of  France 
contend  that  this  fecurity  is  implied  in  the  offers  made  by 
the  King  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  to  give  up  to  him  Exilles, 
Feneftrelles,  and  the  valley  of  Pragelas.  Thofe  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  infift,  on  the  contrary,  upon  many  other 
points,  as  indiipenfably  neceffary  for  fuch  fecurity.  The 
Queen,  who  cannot  take  upon  her  to  decide  this  affair,  de- 
fires  his  Royal  Highnefs's  reafons  may  be  examined  and 
decided,  with  thofe  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  at 
Utrecht. 

In  Explanation  of  the  Article  to  prevent  the  Re-union  of  the 
two  Monarchies. 

The  contents  of  articles,  propofed  by  her  Majefty  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain,  for  a  fufpenfion  of  arms,  the  6th 
June,  O.S.  and  accepted  by  his  Majefty  the  Moft  Chriftian 
King,  in  his  anfwers  given  the  22d  of  fame  month,  N.S. 
fhall  be  followed.  The  Queen  will,  without  lofs  of  time, 
difpatch  the  Minifter  fhe  intends  to  fend  to  Spain,  and  all 
the  faid  renunciations  fhall  be  made  and  accepted  by  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  in  the  fpacc  of  fix  weeks,  or 
fooner  if  poffible.  This  article  will  meet  with  lefs  difficulty, 
as  the  King  has  already  granted  it,  and  as,  if  a  general 
or  feparate  peace  does  not  follow,  all  thefe  ads  are  to  be 
null  and  void. 

Relating  to  the  Interejls  of  the  Elector  of  Bavaria. 

The  Queen  thinks  it  juft  that  the  Elector  of  Bavaria 
ftiould  be  rcflored  to  the  poffeflion  of  the  Duchy  and  Elec- 
torate <  f  Bavaria,  excepting  always  the  Upper  Palatinate, 
which  will  remain  and  belong,  with  the  rank  and  dignity 
of  firft  Elector  to  the  KL-£tor  Palatine,  and  failing  him,  to 
his  brother  Prince  Charles  of  Neubourg  ;  fo  that  the  faid 

Elc&or 
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Elector  of  Bavaria  cannot  hope  to  recover  it  till  the  death 
of  the  Elector   Palatine,  and  of  his  brother. 

The  Queen  thinks  it  unneceflary  fhe  fhould  a&ually 
engage  to  uL  her  endeavours  to  obtain  fomething  for  the 
Ele£tor  of  Bavaria,  as  the  French  Mimfters  will  make  ufe 
of  his  pofieffion  of  the  places  he  now  holds  in  the  Ne- 
therlands, to  procure  Sardinia  for  him.  Her  Majefty  will 
give  it  no  oppofition.  This  is  all  that  can  be  expected 
from  her,  for  it  muft  be  confeiTed  that  it  would  little  fuit 
with  her  Majefty's  honour  and  intereft,  to  form  new  en- 
gagements with  a  Prince,  who  is  at  prefent  her  enemy, 
while  it  is  not  in  her  power  to  fulfil  thofe  (he  has  entered 
into  with  her  allies. 

Fontainbleau,  Aigult  lift,   1711. 

To  Monfuur  Marfcbalch.     (Page  33.) 
S  1  R, 

Whitehall,  September  lorh,  17 12. 

I  HAVE  juft  received  the  letter  you  honoured  me 
with  the  9th  inttant,  and  which  my  brother  put  into  my 
hands. 

1  dare  appeal  to  yourfelf,  Sir,  if  the  Queen  has  not 
been  mindful  of  the  King  your  matter's  intereft,  from 
the  very  beginning  of  the  negociation,  and  if  at  the  time 
fhe  experienced  from  almoft  all  her  allies,  a  treatment 
which  ihe  certainly  never  merited,  the  articles  relating  to 
your  intereft,  were  not  nearly  adjufted. 

I  always  fpoke  to  you,  I  always  wrote  to  you,  with  a 
franknefs,  which  I  fhould  fcarce  have  obferved,  had  I  not 
known  that  the  Queen's  intention  was  to  live  in  ftrict 
union  with  the  King  your  matter,  and  to  obtain  complete 
fatisfa&ion  for  him  before  the  conclufion  of  the  pe 
The  Queen  v.  as  informed  of  my  communications  to  you, 
and  the  afTurances  I  have  fo  often  repeated;  fhe  approves 
of  them,  and  therefore  is  the  more  furprifed,  when  fhe  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  the  Prince  of  Anhalt's  conduct,  and 
your  King's  orders. 

The  Queen,  Sir,   does  not  forfake  her  allies ;  would  to 
God  fhe   had  never  been  forfaken  by  them  !  her  greateft 
regret  is,  that  fhe  finds  herfelf  at  laft  difabled  from  i 
ing   them  in  any  other  manner  than  by  good  offets  and 
remonftrances. 

With  regard  to  myfelf,  there  is  nothing  I  more  ardentiy 

defire, 
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defire,  than  to  deferve  his  Pruffian  Majefty's  favour ;  I  flat- 
ter myfelf,  little  Bonet  has  not  reprefcnted  me  otherwife, 
though,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  have  fome  fufpicion  of  this 
kind,  for  it  feems  to  me  that  I  am  not  very  well  with  the 
Refident,  fince  I  once  interrupted  him,  and  prevented  his 
faying  fome  things  which  it  were  improper  a  Secretary  of 
State  mould  hear. 

In  all  times,  in  all  places,  and  in  all  circumftances, 
I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  &c. 

B. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  36.) 

Fontainbleau,  Auenft  26th,  17 12. 

I  PROMISED  you,  my  Lord,  the  King's  anfwer  to 
the  Queen,  and  I  have  the  honour  to  fend  it  to  you  with 
the  copy.  I  regret  much  not  being  able  to  deliver  it  to 
you  myfelf,  and  I  affure  you  I  am  very  forry  to  find  our  in- 
tercourfe  in  future  reduced  to  letters  only.  But  I  feel  that 
I  muft  not  dwell  long  upon  that  article,  fo  let  me  pafs 
on  to  the  letters  from  the  King's  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Utrecht,  which  I  found  upon  my  return  here. 

As  they  were  in  expectation  of  the  refult  of  your 
journey,  their  reafoning  upon  general  topics  is  a  little  un- 
certain, and  the  main  point  of  the  difpatch  relates  to  a  pri- 
vate difpute  between  M.  Mefnagcr  with  M.  de  Rechteren. 
I  fend  you,  my  Lord,  the  memorial  I  received  upon  it. 

The  Plenipotentiaries  conclude,  and  I  believe,  with  fome 
reafon,  that  thofe  who  are  adverfe  to  the  peace,  create  in- 
cidents to  break  off  the  conferences  at  Utrecht.  As  to  my- 
felf, the  conclufion  I  draw,  and  which  you  will  not  find 
Ids  true,  is  that  M.  Mefnagcr  is  not  fond  of  the  war,  Al 
that  his  Excellency  de  Rechteren  was  drunk. 

However  it  may  be,  I  apprehend,  Sir,  this  is  not  a  time 
either  to  break  off' the  conferences,  or  to  threaten  to  do  fo  ; 
we  muff  let  the  Dutch  remain  fall  aflcep  with  their  dole  of 
obftinacy,  and  their  Miniftcrs  as  much  befottcd  with  the- 
representation  of  their  Sovereignty)  as  with  their  bumpers, 
and  for  this  purpofc  it  is  not  improper,  in  my  opinion,  t-> 
aflume  1  little  aufterity  with  regard  to  the  fatisra&ion  the 
King  has  a  right  to  demand  for  the  language  and  procced- 
of  Rechteren.  If  you  think  differently,  hive  the 
jjoodnefs  to  inform  mc  of  it.     You  know  my  compliance 

With 
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with  you,  and  you  have  eafily  accuftomed  me  to  yield  to 
your  opinion  without  a  murmur. 

That  knave  Aflurini,  this  day  enters  the  Baftille.  I  fend 
you,  my  Lord,  the  copy  of  advices  he  fent  to  Holland  :  I 
received  them  from  our  Plenipotentiaries.  He  had  no  pa- 
pers wirh  him  ;  if  he  has  left  any  at  Paris,  I  fhall  have  them 
to-morrow. 

If  his  Excellency  VanderdufTen  gives  credit  to  fuch  me- 
morials, he  ought  not  to  look  upon  France  as  exhaufteJ, 
though,  in  my  opinion,  we  mould  not  have  purchafed  you 
and  the  Earl  of  Oxford  too  dear. 

They  write  to  me,  alfo,  from  Utrecht,  that  Count  de 
Viglio  is  at  Paris.  But  I  think  you  have  done  me  the  ho- 
nour to  mention  his  being  ftill  in  England. 

Suffer  me  to  be  filent  witfvrefpect:  to  our  regret  for  your 
departure  ;  fhould  you  doubt  it,  you  would  have  a  bad 
opinion  of  all  thofe  who  had  the  honour  of  feeing  you  ;  I 
do  not  felefl  myfelf  from  the  crowJ,  becaufe  I  hope  you  will 
always  feiedt  me  as  the  man  who  is,  with  the  moft  fincere 
and  true  attachment,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

Copy  of  the  King's  letter  to   the  Queen  of  Great  Britain, 
from  Fontainbleau,  26th  Jug.    1713.  (Page  36.) 

Madam  and  Sister, 

I  NEVER  doubted  the  fincerity  of  your  intentions  to 
promote  the  peace,  and  vou  have  confirmed  the  juft  opi- 
nion I  formed  of  you,  by  the  miffion  of  your  Secretary  of 
State,  Lord  Bolingbroke  You  could  not  have  chofen  a 
Minifter  more  capable  of  fhortening  and  removing  the 
difficulties  in  the  negociation.  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  be 
as  well  fatisfied  with  what  he  has  done,  as  I  have  been 
with  his  conduct,  and  more  particularly  with  hisaflurances 
of  your  fentiments  with  rcfpecl  to  me.  Though  I  doubt 
not  he  will  give  you  an  exact  report  of  mine  towards  you, 
as  exprefled  to  him,  yet  I  muft  add,  that  I  (hall  forget  no- 
thing to  maintain  the  moft  perfect  friendship  with  you,  to 
make  known,  upon  all  occasions,  that  I  am,  Madam  and 
Sifter,  your  good  brother, 

Louis. 


Vol.  ILL  M  m  From 
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From  the  Marquis  de  Tony.     (Page  40. ) 
My  Lord, 

Fontainbleau,  Auguft  29th,  1712. 
AS  you  have  approved  of  my  propofal  with  refpe<£t  tea 
]Vl.  de  Reehteren's  affair,  I  gave  the  King  an  account  of 
what  I  had  written  to  you,  and  of  your  reply,  and  of  the 
orders  given  by  his  Majefty  to  his  Plenipotentiaries  to  the 
fame  effecl:. 

His  Majefty  wifhes  they  fhould,  through  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries of  England,  require  from  the  States-General  a 
difavowal  of  the  proceedings  of  M.  de  Rechteren  ;  that  the 
other  Plenipotentiaries  of  Holland  fhould,  for  this  purpofe^ 
all  together,  proceed  to  the  hotel  of  one  of  the  King's 
Minifters,  whither  the  other  two  would,  at  the  fame  time, 
repair.  That  M<  de  Rechteren,  the  author  of  the  infult, 
{hould  be  recalled,  and  another  Plenipotentiary  named  in 
his  ftead,  as  the  moft  certain  proof  that  his  conduct  was 
without  the  approbation,  and  contrary  to  the  intentions  of 
his  m afters. 

I  believe  they  will  be  difinclined  to  give  this  fatisfacYion, 
juft  as  it  may  be  ;  but  it  will  afford  a  fubje£l  for  a  negocia-^ 
tion,  while  fomething  better  is  carrying  on  elfewhere. 

The  Chevalier  writes  to  me,  that  he  prefers  going  to 
Chalons,  rather  than  to  Rheims,  becaufe  the  enemy's  de- 
tachments are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  latter  city,  and 
provifions  are  dear  there.  I  fee  no  difficulty  in  this  alte- 
ration, the  principal  object  being  for  him  to  begin  his  jour- 
ney, and  one  or  the  other  city  being  equally  places  for  him 
to  pafs  through,  where  his  refidence  will  be  not  longer  than 
until  a  place  of  fecurity  is  provided  for  him  out  of  the  king- 
dom. If  you  think  otherwife,  my  Lord,  you  will  have  the 
goodnefs  to  make  it  known  to  me,  and  you  fhall  be  fatisfied. 
You  have,  in  truth,  reafon  to  be  fo  with  the  fentiments 
you  have  excited  here  for  you. 

The  Duke  d'Aumont  will  give  you  a  more  particular 
account  of  them,  than  he  has  done  in  the  letter  I  inclofe. 
I  envy  him  nothing  but  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  at  all 
times.  I  give  up  to  him  the  talk  of  informing  you  of  the 
tanity  thole  ladies  have  fhown,  whom  you  diftinguifhei 
by  your  commendation. 

I  only  entreat  you  to  believe  that  of  all  thofc  who  have 
had  the  honour  of  feeing  you  here,  no  one  is  more  entirely, 
than  I  fhall  be,  as  long  as  I  live,  Sec. 

De  Torcy. 

From 
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Prom  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     |(Page  42.) 

I  LEARN,  my  Lord,  your  fortunate  arrival  in  Lon- 
don, and  am  impatient  for  an  account  of  the  feception  her 
Majefty  gave  you,  to  congratulate  with  you. 

I  hope  you  have  completed  the  converfion  of  your  infi- 
dels ;  thofe  with  usftill  preferve  fome  relics  of  their  incre- 
dulity, and,  fupported  by  your  Plenipotentiaries,  they  can 
fcaree  imagine  the  plan  brought  by  the  Abbe  Gaultier, 
could  be  that  adopted  for  the  peace.  After  what  you  have 
told  me,  my  Lord,  I  own  their  reafonings  give  me  very 
little  concern.  But  for  the  fake  of  your  credit  and  mine, 
I  muft  entreat  you  to  inform  your  negnciators  at  Utrecht, 
at  the  proper  time  for  it,  that  her  Majefty  intends  this  plan 
ihould  be  followed :  you  allured  me  of  it,  when  I  granted, 
in  the  King's  name,  her  Majefty's  demands  for  the  Duke 
of  Savoy.  By  fo  doing,  you  will,  at  the  fame  time,  remove 
the  alarms  of  your  Plenipotentiaries  with  regard  to  Tour- 
nay,  and  lilence  the  voice  of  infidelity  here. 

In  confequence  of  what  the  Abbe  Gaultier  writes  as 
from  you,  the  King  difpatches  a  meflenger  to  Madrid,  and 
advifes  the  King  of  Spain  to  pardon  the  Catalans,  and  I 
doubt  not  he  will  a&  accordingly.  He  wifhes  to  have  paff- 
ports  for  fix  Spanifh  fhips,  now  ready  to  fail  for  the  Weft 
Indies.  I  entreat  you,  my  Lord,  to  fend  them  as  foon  as 
poflible  to  Mr.  Prior,  "to  whom  I  have  already  fpoken  upon 
the  fubje£t. 

We  parted  with  him  with  fome  difficulty,  but  have  re- 
covered him  again,  three  days  fince.  He  is  in  requeft  not 
only  for  his  good  company,  but  for  the  plealure  of  con- 
verging with  him  about  you  ;  and  I  allure  you,  that  though 
his  fincerity  is  great,  you  have  no  reafon  to  be  uneafy,  for 
you  lofe  no  part  of  that  good  opinion  which  you  left  be- 
hind you. 

The  Duchefs  d'Elbeuf  reckons  much  upon  the  favour- 
able impreflion  you  entertained  of  her  niece,  and  I  believe, 
in  that  confidence,  fhe  writes  you  the  letter  1  have  the  ho- 
nour to  fend. 

Permit  me,  without  the  aid  of  others,  to  depend  entirely 
upon  the  honour  of  your  friendftiip,  and  do  me  thejuftice 
to  believe,  &c. 

De  Torcv. 

Fonuinbleau,  September  8th,  1712. 

M  m  2  The 
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The  Chevalier  actually  went  from  hence  yefterday,  and 
I  have  juft  received  a  letter  from  him,  dated  Meaux  j  he 
proceeds  on  his  journey  to  Chalons  fur  Marne. 

To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  44.) 

Whitehall,  September  10th,   1712. 

THAT  in  leaving  France  I  lhould  have  left  my  heart 
behind  me,  Sir,  is  nothing  uncommon,  but  I  have  had  the 
misfortune  to  leave  my  health  there  alfo.  In  fa£t,  fince 
my  return,  I  have  had  fome  feverifh  attacks,  which  have 
prevented  my  attending  to  bufineis  as  ufual.  I  went  into 
the  country  for  my  recovery,  and  returned  to  Court  only 
four  days  ago  ;  thus,  Sir,  I  have  been  deprived  of  the  greatefr. 
happinefs  I  can  have,  which  is,  to  correfpond  with  you. 
I  refume  my  pen,  with  pleafure,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I 
fhould  feel  greater  fatisfa&ion  in  writing  to  Madame  de 
Courcillon,  or  to  Madame  de  Parabeze. 

Befidc  my  private  intereft,  in  tuppoit  of  this  epiftolary 
intercourfe,  1  think  I  may  fay  that  the  general  intereft  is 
concerned  in  it ;  for  though  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  in 
whofe  department  France  is,  ought  naturally  to  commu- 
nicate the  Queen's  orders  to  Mr.  Prior,  yet  my  letters  to 
you,  written  with  the  opennefs  of  heart  which  I  have 
promifed,  and  which  I  (hall  be  mindful  of,  will  certainly 
prevent  fome  difficulties,  and  remove  others. 

Surprife  never  equalled  mine  upon  feeing,  by  your  letter 
to  the  Lord  Trcafurer,  and  by  Mr.  PHor's  to  me,  her  Ma- 
jefty's  intention  explained  in  a  manner  to  induce  you  to 
believe,  that  Lord  Lexington  would  delay  his  compliments 
to  the  King  and  Queen  of  Spain,  or  hefitate  to  acknowledge 
them  fas  fuch,  until  the  article  reflecting  the  re-union  was 
Executed.  It  is  true,  he  will  not  aflume  the  character  of 
AmbafTador  till  that  time,  or  at  the  peace  ;  but  he  will  make 
no  more  difficulty  in  acknowledging  the  King  of  Spain, 
than  the  latter  will  probably  make  in  confenting  to  what 
his  Moft  Chriftian  Majeftyhas  promifed  in  his  name:  that 
Minifrer'.s  infliudtions  have  been  again  looked  over  by  the 
Lords  of  the  Council,  and  1  own  a  man  muft  be  ex- 
tremely fubtle  to  find  any  thing  obfeure  or  equivocal  in 
them. 

Mr.  Prior  will  fatisfy  you  upon  this  article,  as  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth  lias  had  orders  to  fend  him  every  ncccflary 
information. 

You 
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You  remark  to  me,  Sir,  in  your  letter  of  September 
8th,  that  the  infidels  with  you  (till  prefer,  c  fome  relics  of 
their  incredulity.  It  is  the  fame  here;  and  thofe  muft  be 
hardened  indeed,  Sir,  whom  fo  many  miracles  cannot  con- 
vert to  the  true  faith.  Let  us  proceed,  Sir,  in  an  uniform 
plan,  and  keep  up,  on  both  fides,  that  good  faith  which  has 
hitherto  been  inviolably  preferved,  and  we  {hall,  at  laft,  fub- 
due  thefe  dilciples  of  St.  Thomas. 

Your  honour  and  mine,  equally  dear  to  us,  will  be 
equally  fafe,  as  long  as  we  adhere  to  what  I  had  the  Queen's 
permiflion  to  fay  to  you,  of  her  Majefty's  intention  on 
the  general  plan  of  the  peace.  You  will  remember,  Sir, 
I  reprefented  to  you,  that  her  Majefty's  conduct,  with  re- 
fpect  to  her  allies,  was  in  fome  meafure  determined  by  their 
own ;  that  the  violent  meafures  they  had  purfued,  to  impede 
the  negociation,  had  had  the  effect  of  enabling  the  Queen  to 
make  peace,  without  their  concurrence ;  that  in  this  cafe 
her  Majefty  would  declare  to  them,  that  (be  had  figned  the 
treaty  with  France  and  Spain;  that  (he  would propofe  the 
plan  brought  over  by  the  Abbe  Gaultier,  as  that  upon 
which  they  might  make  peace  ;  and  that  (he  would  give 
them  to  understand,  that  in  future  (he  could  do  nothing 
more  than  intcrpofc  her  good  offices  as  the  common  friend 
of  all  parties. 

You  will  alfo  remember,  Sir,  I  had  the  honour  to  tell 
you,  in  cafe  the  Dutch  in  particular,  or  other  allies,  (houkl 
determine  to  come  in,  before  the  conclufion  of  the  peace, 
concerted  by  the  Queen  and  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty, 
we  (hould  then  have  to  pay  more  attention  to  them,  the 
compaflion  of  people  here  would  be  excited,  and  the  Queen's 
Minifter-  would  be  obliged  to  take  fuch  fteps,  as  iti  the 
other  cafe,  they  would  have  abfolutely  refufed  to  take. 

This  is  what  I  advanced  in  France  by  her  Majefty's 
order,  what  by  the  fame  order  I  repeat  to-day,  and  what  you 
will  find,  Sir,  ftrictly  adhered  to. 

The  King's  Plenipotentiaries  feem  to  require  of  us 
fomething  more,  when  they  infift  that  her  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters  do  propofe  the  holding  a  conference,  in  which,  by  a 
propofition  which  appears,  in  fome  meafure,  contrary  to 
what  her  Majefty  faid  in  her  fpeech,  they  will  begin  upon 
the  barrier  of  the  States-General.  In  the  difpute  exifting 
between  your  Plenipotentiaries  and  ours,  the  qucftion  is 
not,  to  know  whether  Tournay  (hall  be  reftored  fo  the 
M  m  3  King, 
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King,  or  not  ?  for  to  obtain  it  is  unnecefTary  for  you  to  be-* 
gin  with  a  fpecific  declaration;  but  the  aueftion  is,  to 
know  if  the  Queen  ought  to  declare  in  form,  and  im- 
mediately, that  Tournay  fhall  be  reftored  to  France?  for 
it  would  be  tantamount  to  fuch  a  declaration,  were  we  to 
eonfent  to  the  explanation  given  by  your  Minifters  to  that 
article  of  the  fpeech.  That  I  may  not  fwell  too  much  a 
letter  which  already  threatens  to  be  tedious,  I  refer  you  to 
what  Mr.  Prior  will  have  the  honour  to  fay  upon  this 
point,  and  will  content  myfelf  with  faying,  that  as  it  is  not 
difficult  to  find  a  medium,  (o  I  hope  we  /hall  avoid  every 
thing  that  may  caufe  difputes  between  the  Minifters  of 
Great  Britain  and  France. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  fends  twelve  palTports  for  the 
fhips  now  ready  to  fail  for  the  Welt-Indies,  as  required  by 
the  King  of  Spain,  and  Mr.  Prior  will  difpatch  them 
directly. 

The  Queen  has  no  objection  to  the  change  in  the  Che- 
valier's route  ;  the  principal  matter  is  to  lofe  no  time  in 
procuring  for  him  the  fecurity  he  requires,  that  he  may  then 
leave  the  kingdom. 

I  flatter  myfelf,  the  Duchefs  d'Elbeuf  will  be  fatisfied 
with  what  I  have  done  purfuant  to  her  orders,  and  I  beg 
you  to  let  her  have  the  inclofed. 

I  am  perfuaded  you  do  me  the  juftice  to  believe,  I  have 
neglected  nothing  to  ferve  the  Duke  of  St.  Pierre ;  that  he 
is  related  to  you,  is  fufficient  to  infure  my  devotion  to  his 
intereft,  and  the  Queen  is  very  happy  to  have  this  oppor- 
tunity of  fhowing  her  efteem  and  friendfhip  for  you,  by 
fending  pofitive  orders  to  her  Plenipotentiaries  to  fecond 
thofe  of  France  in  their  inflances  to  procure  that  fatisfaction 
for  the  Duke  of  St.  Pierre,  which  he  with  fo  much  juftice 
folicits. 

Pleafe  to  excufe  the  faults  in  a  letter  written  in  much 
hafte,  and  which  I  have  not  had  time  to  fhortcn.  13c  d- 
fured  I  am,  &c. 

B, 

To  the  Duke  £  Aumont.     (Page  80.) 

Whitehall,  Septemlx  r  26th,  O.S.  1712. 
THERE  is  nothing  but  your  arrival  at  Court,  Sir. 
can  give  me  greater  pleafurc  than  I  experienced  upon  re- 
ceiving the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  27th  ult. 

The  ftate  of  affairs,  the  commifliqn  I  was  cntrufted  with. 

the 
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the  politenefs  of  the  nation,  and,  above  all,  the  King'8 
goodnefs,  contributed  to  procure  me  the  honours  I  receiv- 
ed during  my  fhort  ftay  at  the  Court  of  France,  and  which 
I  never  can  be  unmindful  of.  But,  Sir,  to  find  you  will  (till 
preferve  your  friendfhip  for  me,  and  even  at  this  diftance, 
overpower  me  with  your  favour,  is,  I  muft  own,  in  the 
bigheft  degree,   flattering  to  me. 

Monfieur  de  Torey  informs  me,  you  will  fct  out  in  a 
few  days ;  I  expeclt  you  with  impatience,  and,  I  dare  pro- 
mife  you,  that  though  you  may  not  here  meet  with  the  abi- 
lities of  the  Miniftors,  nor  the  magnificence  of  the  Court 
of  France,  you  will  however  experience  much  integrity  in 
our  negociations,  and  may  enjoy  pleafures  which,  without 
making  a  great  noife,  never  fail  to  b«  very  endearing. 
J  am,  my  dear  Duke,  &c. 

B. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Tony.     (Page  81.) 

Verfailles,  September  27th,   171 2. 

THE  account  of  your  illnefs,  Sir,  gave  great  uneafir 
nefs  to  all  thoie  here  whom  you  permitted  to  confider  them- 
selves among  the  number  of  your  friends ;  and  as  I  flatter 
myfelf,  perhaps  more  than  any  perfon,  fo  I  was  more  alarm- 
ed, and  more  afflidted  at  not  having  letters  from  you.  The 
heart  may  be  left  behind,  and  yet  health  may  be  preferved. 
Yours  is  eflential  to  the  public,  and  to  the  honour  of  thoie 
who  are  combating  the  infidels  ;  fo  many  reafons  mould 
perfuade  you,  Sir,  of  the  intereft  I  feel  in  your  recovery, 
even  though  you  could  believe,  that  after  having  had  the 
honour  of  knowing  you,  I  could  be  indifferent  to  any  thing 
that  concerns  you. 

I  fhould  not  be  anxious  about  the  fuccefs  of  the  bufinefs 
we  arc  treating,  if  I  had  not  fome  apprehenfion  from  the 
change  in  the  ordinary  correfpondence.  I  did  not  difguife 
my  uneafinefs  to  Mr.  Prior,  when  he  informed  me,  fome 
days  ago,  that,  in  future,  he  was  to  receive  the  Queen's 
orders  from  other  hands  than  yours.  The  Deft  intentions 
alter  much  from  the  manner  in  which  they  are  explained, 
and  whatever  refpecl  I  may  entertain  for  her  Britannjc 
Majefty's  choice,  you  will  pardon  me,  Sir,  if  I  frankly 
confefs,  that  having  experienced  the  pleafure  of  negociating 
with  you,  I  ought  to  be  excufed  if  I  prefer  you  to  other 
J^inifters.  You  give  me  frefh  courage,  by  informing  me 
M  m  4  that 
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that  our  intercourfe  will  not  be  interrupted,  and  I  place  an 
abfolute  dependence  on  that  opennefs  of  heart,  for  which  I 
think  I  may  be  anfwerable,  as  well  from  paft  experience, 
as  from  your  promifes  of  it,  now  renewed.  Indeed,  I  would 
not  have  been  fecurity  for  it  to  the  ladies,  had  you  made 
a  longer  ftay  with  us.  But  as  it  was  fufficiently  long  to 
explain  to  you  my  thoughts,  I  leave  it  to  you,  Sir,  to  judge 
of  my  fmcerity,  nnd  of  the  extreme  defire  I  have  to  re- 
move all  difficulties,  whenever  it  was  impoffible  to  prevent 
them. 

It  is  true  I  was  apprehenftve  of  one  very  confiderable  dif- 
ficulty on  the  fide  of  Spain,  when  Mr.  Prior  explained  to  me, 
during  the  laic  days  of  the  King's  ftay  at  Fontainbleau,  the 
orders  given  to  Lord  Lexington.  I  could  not  believe  the 
Queen's  intentions  were  ill  interpreted,  but  as  I  was  con- 
vinced her  Britannic  Majefty  would  change  a  refolution, 
which  appeared  to  me  oppofite  to  the  fteps  (he  has  hitherto 
pui  Hied,  I  fortunately  refolved  not  to  write  a  word  to  Spain 
of  the  occurrence  which  the  letters  to  Mr.  Prior  gave  me 
reafon  to  dread:  fo  that  this  wrong  explanation  will  have 
been  productive  of  no  inconvenience,  and  the  harm  will 
be  flight  fince  it  is  folely  confined  to  the  uneafinefs  it  has 
occafioned  to  me. 

The  Queen's  orders  to  Lord  Lexington  are  conformable 
to  your  account  of  them.  He  will  be  well  received  in  Spain, 
and  the  Catholic  King  is  ailiduous  to  promote  the  execution 
of  every  thing  prornifed  by  the  King  in  his  name.  So  that 
3  hope,  Sir,  no  time  will  be  loft.  I  was  apprehcnfive  of 
it  when  Mr.  Prior  imparted  to  me  the  obfervations  made  at 
Oxford  upon  the  project,  of  the  renunciation.  It  appeared 
to  exprefs  in  different  terms  what  the  King  very  diftmdtly 
declaims  in  the  act,  of  which  I  fent  you  a  copy.  There 
was  even  an  enumeration  of  our  princes  of  the  blood, 
which  it  was  of  great  confequence  to  France  not  to  admit. 
I  fpokeof  it  to  Mr.  Prior,  but  Lord  Lexington  being  gone, 
I  judge  thefe  obfervations  could  not  be  inferted  in  his  in- 
ftructions,  and  I  rejoice  they  are  not,  for  it  is  fuppofed  the 
original  from  the  King  of  Spain  is  now  on  its  way ;  the 
King  will  receive  it  in  a  few  days,  and  I  own  I  mould 
regret  the  time  loft  in  fending  it  back,  and  in  demanding 
another,  which  would  not  contain  claufts  more  ftrong,  or 
more  explicit,  than  thofe  in  the  prefent  act. 

J'he  Abbe  Gaultier  would  not  forgive  me  thefe  ufclefs 

delays, 


Lo' 
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delays,  he  warmly  urges  a  concluflon,  ami  is  almoft  inclin- 
ed to  attribute  to  me  the  ftoppage  or"  the  negociation. 
Were  it  necelFary  to  juftify  myfolf,  1  could  prove,  and  you 
would  be  eafily  convinced,  Sir,  that  the  King  lus  ufed  all 
diligence  on  his  part,  and  has  been  feconded  by  the  King 
of  Spain,  beyond  our  hopes  and  expectation.  But  I  be- 
lieve —he  Abbe  is  animated  by  his  zeal,  and  perhaps  by  his 
dread  of  leaving  London,  and  coming  here  before  the  whole 
bufinefs  is  concluded. 

You  recal  to  my  mind,  Sir,  word  for  word,  the  project 
you  communicated  to  me,  as  the  rule  we  ihouid  follow  to 
the  completion  of  the  whole.  If  1  requefted  you  to  repeat 
it,  do  not  arraign  my  memory,  which  h  faithful, 

attribute  it  folely  to  thofe  who  doubt,  and  whofe  reftlefli 
might  fometimes  ffagger  the  firmed  faith  ;  an  indilcrect 
and  artful  advance,  on  the  part  of  Holland,  brings  on  again 
the  former  incredulity  ;  it  then  becomes  ncceiTary  to  make 
ufe  of  fuch  arms  as  you  have  (applied  me  with,  to  nefttaia 
the  proceedings  within  the  terms  of  your  plan. 

It  is  in  purfuance  of  the  fame  plan,  that  the  King  does 
not  prels  the  renewal  of  the  conferences  at  Utrecht,  and  has 
demanded  pretty  ftrang  fatisfaction  from  that  drunkard  de 
Rechteren.  It  appears  to  me,  to  be  alio  an  indhred  way  to 
ftrengthen  the  Dutch  in  their  obduracy,  and  prevent  their 
entering  before  the  con<  lulion  of  a  feparate  peace,  into  the 
meafures  agreed  upon  between  the  King  and  the  Qu 
Thus  your  people  become  more  exafperated  againft  the 
obftinacv  of"  an  imperious  republic,  which  does  not  even 
oblerve  the  law  of  nations,  in  regard  to  Alinifrers  treat- 
ing of  peace  with  her,  and,  in  tnis  manner,  we  make 
daily  advances  towards  that  object  which  we  have  both  in 
view. 

But,  as  it  appears,  from  what  Mr.  Prior  has  told  me, 
fince  the  arrival  of  the  laft  meflenger,  the  Queen  is  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  is  proper  the  conferences  at  U'trecht  fhould 
be  renewed  ;  and,  as  you  remark  in  your  letter,  that  it 
is  right  to  tind  out  ibme  medium  to  determine  all  dif- 
putes  between  the  King's  Plenipotentiaries  and  thofe  of 
Great  Britain,  his  Majefty  confents  to  order  his  Minifiers 
at  Utrecht  to  make  the  declaration,  of  which  I  wn^  \ou  a 
copy,  to  thofe  of  the  Queen.  I  believe  it  is  the  beft  me- 
dium we  can  ui'e,  to  guard,  as  long  as  may  be  necefTary, 
the  iecret  of  the  Queen's  intentions ;  and,  at   the  fame 

time, 
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lime,  to  be  at  a  certainty  that  the  peace  (hall  be  treated  of, 
upon  the  plan  which  the  King  fent  to  London  in  the 
month  of  April  laft. 

If  her  Britannic  Majefty  judges  it  proper  to  renew  the 
conferences  at  Utrecht,  it  is  neceffary  for  her  to  inform, 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  her  intentions  upon  the  declaration 
I  fend  you.  Thofe  of  the  King  will  unite  with  them  upon 
the  fubje&.  But  before  any  ftep  be  taken,  the  States-Ge- 
neral mult  neceflarily  give  fatisfa&ion  in  the  affair  of  d<? 
Rechteren, 

"1  he  King  always  reckoned  they  would  be  uneafy  to 
give  it  in  fb  explicit  a  manner  as  his  Majefty  has  demand- 
ed ;  though  it  would  not  be  proper  for  him  to  recede,  be? 
caufe  the  enemies  of  the  peace  would  certainly  derive  an 
advantage  from  it.  But  the  King,  in  confideration  of  her 
Majefty,  will  readily  give  up  one  part  of  the  reparation 
he  demanded,  being  well  perfuaded  that  her  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty will  have  a  proper  regard  to  the  offence,  and  to  the 
refpect  due  to  the  King  from  fuch  a  republic  as  that  of 
Holland. 

I  expect,  Sir,  by  the  firft  rneffenger,  the  twelve  paffports 
you  mention,  for  the  fhips  which  the  King  of  Spain  is 
fending  to  the  Indies,  and  I  thank  you  beforehand  for 
them. 

It  would  only  lengthen  my  letter,  and  tire  you,  without 
any  ufr,  were  I  to  write  upon  all  the  points  treated  upon 
by  Mr.  Prior  and  myfelf,  and  of  which  he  will  give  you  an 
account;  I  have  communicated  to  you  an  advice  juft  rer 
ccived,  refpecting  the  reGdence  of  the  Chevalier  out  of  the 
kingdom;  you  know  it  is  through  her  Majefty  he  expects 
the  fecurity  neceffary  for  him,  as  it  is  certain  that  detach- 
ments from  the  enemy's  army  are  daily  at  the  very  gates 
of  the  town  where  hj  is  to  refidc. 

I  have  alfo  acquainted   Mr.  Prior  with  the  fecret  offers 

made  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria.     You  know,  Sir,  that  the 

King   is  interefted  in  the  welfare  of  that  Prince,  and  am 

.vinced  you  informed   the  Queen  of  what  his  Majefty 

f  lid  when  you  took   leave  ;  the   Elector's  uneafinefs  was 

at  when  he  heard  that  Sicily  was  certainly  difpofed 

of,  and,  fince  your  departure,  his  importunities  have  been 

more  prcfling.     As  it  is  his  conftant  hope  that  the  Queen 

is  not  advcrle  to  him,  and  even  believes  her  Majefty  will 

be  happy  to  contribute  to  his  advancement,  he  wilhes  fhe 

5  ftouid, 
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Should  be  informed  of  what  he  demands,  to  remunerate 
him,  as  far  as  exifting  circumftanccs  will  permit,  for  the 
ceflion  of  the  Upper  Palatinate,  and  for  that  of  his  right 
to  the  moil  conGderable  portion  of  the  Netherlands,  I  fend 
you  the  project  as  drawn  up  by  himfclf. 

The  letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to  addrefs  to  me,  for  . 
the  Duchefs  d'Elbeuf,  1  fent  to  her.     As  (he  is  now  very 
ill,  I  do  not  depend  upon  an  anfwer  before  the  departure 
of  the  meflenger. 

It  remains  for  me  to  thank  you,  Sir,  for  the  many 
grateful  tokens  of  your  friendfhip,  in  fpeaking  to  the 
Queen  concerning  the  intereft  of  the  Duke  of  St.  Pierre ; 
from  fuch  powerful  patronage  he  may  expect  every  thing, 
and  as  to  myfelf,  I  am  aware  that  I  am  indebted  to  you  for 
thofe  marks  of  her  Britannic  Majefty's  goodnefs  or  which 
youaflure  me,  and  I  wifh  it  were  in  mv  power  to  deferve 
them  by  the  profound  refpedt  I  entertain  for  her. 

You  inftruct  me  to  make  excufes  for  fo  long  a  letter, 
and  though  there  is  more  occafion  for  them  on  my  part 
than  on  your's,  yet  I  aflure  you,  I  was  fo  little  confeious 
of  my  fault  while  writing,  and  the  time  paired  fo  quick, 
that  I  ftill  think  my  letter  fhort.  I  wifh  it  may  appear  fo 
to  you,  and  1  entreat  you  to  read  with  patience,  my  lincere 
proteftations  of  being,  &c, 

De  Torcy. 

The  Due  d'Aumont  is  hurrying  the  workmen  of  Paris 
to  be  the  fooner  with  you  ;  that  is  the  only  advantage  I  envy 
him.  Upon  another  occafion  I  will  ufe  the  permiluon  you 
have  given  me,  to  write  to  you  by  another  hand.  I  know 
not  if  the  Queen  has  fpoken  to  Baron  de  Forftner  on  the 
Subject  of  the  Chevalier's  relidence  at  Bar. 

To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  91.) 
Sir, 

Whitehall,  September  26th,  O.S.   1712. 
THE  laft  meflenger  having  been  delayed  fome  days  at 
Calais,  by  contrary  winds,  I  did  not  receive  the  honour  of 
your's  of  the  27th,  N.S.  until  yefterday. 

The  Queen  is  at  Windfor  Caftje,  fo  that  I  fhall  not  be 
able  to  fee  her  before  to-morrow,  and  confequently  I  mufl 
defer  till  next  week  what  I  ihall  have  the  honour  to  fay  to 
you  by  her  orders,  but,  in   the  mean  time,  I  would  not 

forego 
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forego  the  advantage  of  this  evening's  poli*  to  thank  you 
for  all  your  goodnefs,  and  to  repeat  my  affurances  of  an 
inviolable,  an  eternal  friendfhip. 

Lord  Lexington's  inftructions  are  certainly  conformable 
to  what  I  informed  you  of,  and  her  Majefty's  intentions  on 
that  fubje&  have  never  varied.  Though  Spain,  as  well  as 
France,  be  in  the  department  of  the  other  fecretary,  yet,  at 
the  requeff.  of  that  Minifter  before  his  departure,  I  perilled 
with  him  all  the  orders  he  had  received  ;  and  I  think  I  mav 
affure  you  thar,  when  he  left  our  Court  he  was  complete 
mailer  of  every  circumftance,  and  as  well  difpofed  as  you 
could  wilh.  It  is  true  the  obfervations  of  the  civilians  were 
written  on  the  margin  of  the  draught  of  the  act  of  renun- 
ciation delivered  to  him,  and  that  upon  which  he  is  prin- 
cipally to  infift,  is  the  enumeration  of  the  Princes  of  the 
blood  of  France. 

I  heartily  wifh  we  had  never  confulted  thofe  cavalling 
advocates,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  the  claufes  drawn  up 
in  Spain  are  as  ftrong  and  as  clear  as  thole  which  thefe 
gentlemen  wifh  to  infert.  But,  at  the  fame  time,  I  own  I 
do  not  well  comprehend  the  objections  to  the  enumeration, 
as  laid  down  in  Mr.  Prior's  difpatch  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, in  an  act  which  is  to  be  the  foundation-ftone  of  the 
peace,  and  which  is  to  preferve  the  tranquillity  of  Europe 
for  ages  to  come;  it  is  furely  much  more  excu fable  to  ad- 
mit ufelefs  expreilions,  than  to  neglect  the  fmalleft  word 
that  may  either  explain  or  confirm  it. 

I  rejoice  that  the  arms  I  provided  you  with  have  been 
of  fervice  ;  I  am  only  furprized  you  fhould  have  had  occa- 
fion  to  ule  them. 

It  feems  to  me,  that  your  infidels  have  little  reafon  to 
oppofe  a  mini  Her,  who,  alone,  and  without  their  affiftance 
of  participation,  has  conducted  affairs  to  that  point,  which 
fomc  time  fmce  they  dared  not  hope  to  attain. 

I  thought  the  pafiports,  which  the  King  of  Spain  de- 
manded for  the  fhips  about  to  fail  for  the  Indies,  were  al- 
ready at  Madrid  ;  but  I  am  jult  informed,  that  Mr.  Gilligan 
her  Majefty's  commiffiry  for  trade  now  going  to  Spain, 
is  charged  with  them  :  he  fets  oft*  directly,  and  I  hope  this 
delay  will  have  no  bad  confequence. 

As  1  have  mentioned  the  Indies,  I  mult  ingenuoufly 
t  11  you,  Sir,  that  the  invalion  of  our  colonies  by  a  fqua- 
dron  of  your  men  of  war,  is  an  incident  that  does  more 

harm, 
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harm,  than  all  the  booty  they  can  carry  away  will  do  you 
good. 

The  Minifter  of  Lorain  has  been  fpoken  to  concerning 
the  fafety  of  the  Chevalier,  and  he  has  written  to  his  matter. 
On  Sunday  I  fhail  certainly  afk  him  what  unfwer  he  has 
received. 

On  Monday  or  Tuefday  next,  I  (hall  have  the  honour 
of  writing  to  you  by  i\lr.  Prior's  fecretary.     I  am,  &c. 

B. 

To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  125.) 

S  1  R, 

Witnlf'r  1  rember  ^o'h,  O.S.  1711. 

I  CAME  here  laft  Saturday,  and  have  had  the  honour 
to  read  to  her  Majefty  a  part  of  your  laft  letter  of  the 
27th  of  September.  1  have  at  prefent  materials  for  a  long 
difpatch,  if,  in  order  to  fave  you  as  much  trouble  as  I  can, 
while  you  are  loaded  with  fo  many  important  affairs, 
I  had  not  written  a  vcrv  long  account  of  them  to  Mr. 
Prior.  As  lie  is  fortunate  in  having  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  paying  his  refpects  to  you,  he  wiil  avail  himfelf 
of  your  intervals  of  leifure  to  mention  to  you  the  various 
articles. 

The  Queen  finds  the  declaration  to  be  made  by  the 
Plenipotentiaries  of  France  will  remove  ail  the  fcruples  of 
her  own  Miniiters,  will  do  away  the  difficulty  they  had 
raifed,  and  which  they  confidcred  as  of  considerable  mag- 
nitude. I  write  to  them  to  this  effe«St;  they  wiil  fpeak  in 
the  fame  language  to  yours ;  with  whom  they  will  at  the 
fame  time  agree  upon  the  fatisfaction  to  be  given  in  the 
affair  of  that  drunkard  de  Rechteren. 

Her  Majefty  has  alfo  commanded  me  to  impart  to  them 
the  rule  fhe  had  laid  down,  and  which  (he  has  promifed 
his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  to  obferve  in  the  courle  of 
the  negociations.  She  is  very  happy  to  find  there  has  been 
Jio  mifunderftanding  upon  this  fubjedt,  and  that  you  under- 
stood the  plan,  which  (he  intends  to  follow  with  the  ut- 
moft  exaitnefs,  in  the  fame  fenfe  as  I  had  orders  to  explain 
it,  when  in  France,  upon  all  occafions,  and  principally  in 
fuch  conjunctures  as  the  prefent,  in  which  the  parties  treat- 
ing are  of  the  firft  rank  among  mankind,  and  the  lubjc&s 
in-  difcuffion  are  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  happinefs 
of  the  world  ;  the  belt  tfvng  to  be  done  is  to  leave  nothing 
1  obfeure 
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obfcure  or  equivocal  in  the  terms  to  be  ufed.  This,  if 
feems  to  me,  we  have  done  hitherto ;  and  perhaps  there  is 
no  example  of  a  negociation  conducted  like  the  prefent, 
in  which  the  labourers  on  both  fides  have  nothing  to  re- 
proach themfelves  with.  This  muft  be  a  great  confolation 
to  us,  and  is  a  good  omen  of  the  fuccefs  of  our  great  work. 
The  language  held  by  the  Dutch,  with  regard  to  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  is,  as  it  appears  to  me,  very  different ; 
for  when  they  fpeak  to  us,  they  feem  refolved  to  leave 
him  no  place  whatever  in  the  Spanifh  Low  Countries. 

You  may  be  certain  I  gave  the  Queen  an  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  King  fpoke  to  me,  on  the  fubjecl:  of 
that  unfortunate  Prince,  and  I  doubt  not  you  have  com- 
municated to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  the  Queen's  fen- 
timents  thereupon,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  explain  t6 
you,  and  I  do  not  find  they  are  changed  fince  my  return. 
If  you  compare  what  may  be  obtained  for  this  Elector 
with  his  perfonal  merit,  or  with  the  obligations  which 
France  and  Spain  may  be  under  to  him,  ft  will  certainly 
appear  a  trifle  to  you  ;  but  when  you  fee  the  fubject  in 
another  light,  and  when  you  give  yourfelf  the  trouble  to 
confide r  that  this  Prince  has  loft  all  he  had  of  his  own,  and 
all  the  King  of  Spain  had  entrufted  to  him  or  given  him, 
except  Luxembourg,  Namur,  Charleroy,  and  Nieuport, 
1  think  you  will  allow,  the  offers  made  to  him  are  by  no 
means  inconfiderable,  in  relation  to  reftitutions  and  expec- 
tancies held  out  to  him.  In  one  word,  Sir,  you  know  the 
real  fentiments  of  the  Queen,  but  you  alfo  know  thofe  en- 
gagements and  meafures  which  her  honour  requires,  and 
ever  will  require  her  to  keep. 

To  preferve  my  character  with  you,  and  to  prefervc 
that  opennefs  of  heart  which  I  have  lb  often  promifed  you, 
it  is  neceffary  I  mould  inform  you,  that  on  Sunday  evening, 
ameiTengcr  brought  me  letters  from  Utrecht,  dated  Octo- 
ber 5th,  N.S.  The  Queen's  Plenipotentiaries  obferve, 
that  live  or  fix  of  the  States-General  had  even  that  morn- 
ing been  in  conference  with  them  ;  that  they  had,  in  a  moft 
pathetic  manner,  rcprcfented  to  them  the  refolution  their 
maftcrs  had  taken,  to  join  with  the  Queen  in  all  meafures 
neceflary  to  accomplifh  the  peace  ;  that  they  had  fpoken  to 
them  Of  Tou may  and  Coiule  as  of  places,  in  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  the  republic,  eflential  for  the  fecurity  of 
their  barrier  ;  and  that,  as  to  all  other  articles  of  the  peace, 

they 
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they  afFe&ed  to  (how  great  facility  and  perfect  fubmiffion  to 
the  Queen.     You  fee,  Sir,  the  plea  the   Hollanders  have 
taken;    you  know  well  the  ftate  of  our  domeftic  affairs, 
for,  whenever  I  fpokc  to  you  on  that  fubjedt,  I  never  dif- 
guifed  any  thing  ;  reflect  as  a  great  and  able  Minifter  on 
the  part  we  muft  take,  and  he  allured  1  will  make  no  other 
ufe  of  the  confidence  you  may  think  proper  to  repofe  in  me, 
than  that  which  becomes  a  man  of  honour  and  your  fervant. 
The  anfwer  I  give,  by  the  Queen's  order,  to  the  over- 
tures of  the  M  milters  of  the  States,  is  fufficiently  general. 
I  expect  a  repetition  of  their  inlrances  ;  and  as  the  Earl  of 
Strafford  is  to  come  to  Court  in  a  few  days,  to  receive  the 
Order  of  the  Garter,  he  will  doubtlefs  be  charged  with 
what  thofe  Minifters  mav  fay,  and  with  all  the  ailurances 
they  may  give,  for  an  entire  reconciliation  with  the  Queen, 
and  for  the  conclufion  of  their  peace  with   that   of    her 
Majelty.   I  have  even  fome  reafon  to  think  this  .Minifter 
Will  be  authorized  to  fay,  that,  provided  the  States  may  keep 
Tournay,  they  will  no  longer  hcfitate  to  come  into  all  the 
meafures  that  may  be  required  of  them.     I  mull  not  launch 
out  into  a  reafoning  upon  thefe  faits,  you  fee,  at  one  glance, 
much  more  that  1  am  able  to  fug^eft :  it  were  better  for 
me  to  clofe  my  letter,  alluring  you  1  am,  &c. 

B. 

Memorial^  pr/fented  by  Air.  Prior  ti  the  Marquis  de  7V 

(Page  144.J 

Of^ober  3d-i4th,  \-\i. 

PURSUANT  to  direaions  from  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, in  his  letter  of  the  15th  ult.  I  have  the  honour  to 
reprefent  to  you,  that  having  examined  the  terms  of  tru 
of  renunciation,  it  was  found  expedient  to  make  die  fab- 
joined  additions  *.  As,  at  the  fame  time,  vou  were  pie 
to  agree,  that  thefe  additions  fhould  be  inferred  in  the  aft  , 
and  have  only  objected  to  the  following — "  After  the  word* 
paft  and  tranjmittedy  mould  be  inlerted  the  names  of  the 
perfons  to  whom  the  right  of  fucceffion  fhould  be  declared 
to  belong,  by  virtue  of  the  renunciation." 

According   to  your  intentions  and  my  duty,  I  fent  to 
England  your  conient  to  the  additions,  and  your  objoction 

**I  do  not  fend  them,  ts  they  were  all  agreed  to,  excer. 

follows 

t# 
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to  this,  as  alfo  your  letter  to  Lord  Bolingbroke  on  the 
fubjeft. 

The  whole  having  been  deliberately  examined  by  the 
Queen  in  Council,  her  Majefly  has,  through  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  commanded  me  to  communicate  to  you  her 
fentiments  and  refolve  thereupon. 

That  as  to  the  objection,  that  Philip  being  a  foreign 
Prince,  would  take  upon  him,  by  this  nomination,  to  re- 
gulate, in  fome  fort,  the  fucceffion  to  the  Crown  of  France, 
the  anfwer  is  evident ; — that  Philip,  with  refpect  to  this  aft, 
neither  can  nor  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  foreign  Prince, 
and  does  not  appear  in  it  in  that  quality,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, in  that  of  a  Prince  of  the  blood  of  France ;  and  fo 
near  in  the  line  of  fucceffion  to  that  Crown,  that,  on  this 
confideration  alone,  it  has  been  already  agreed,  that  it  was 
not  poffible  to  fecure  a  lafting  peace  for  Europe,  if  Philip 
did  not  renounce  the  Crown  of  France,  as  well  for  himfelf 
as  for  his  defcendants,  without  intending  any  refervation  of 
his  rights  and  pretenfions,  in  any  manner  whatever  :  that 
being  the  cafe,  it  is  found  abfolutely  neceflary  to  enume- 
rate the  legitimate  order  of  fucceffion  to  the  Crown  of 
France,  by  virtue  of  the  renunciation ;  for  that  a&  would 
appear  very  imperfect,  which  fhould  fay  negatively  that 
Philip  and  his  defcendants  renounce  the  Crown  of  France, 
if  the  Princes  who  are  called  to  it,  by  virtue  of  the  fame 
a£t,  fhould  not  be  pofrtively  named :  and  fo  far  is  Philip 
from  being  regarded  at  prefent  as  a  foreign  Prince,  that 
he  can  only  be  confidered  by  the  Queen  in  that  light  after 
the  full  execution  of  the  faid  a£t.  Even  in  the  a£  it  is 
ftated,  in  general  terras,  that  Philip  gives  up  his  right  to 
all  the  branches  of  the  royal  family  of  France,  even  to  the 
moft  diftant :  he  cannot  be  thought  by  that  to  give  them 
a  new  right,  nor  to  difpofe  of  the  Crown  of  France  in  fa- 
vour of  any  of  them.  So  that  by  naming  thofe  Princes 
who  are  neareft,  and  who  are  to  fucqeed  more  immediately 
to  that  Crown,  he  cannot  be  thought  to  give  to  them  anv 
other  right  than  what  comes  to  them  by  the  order  of  blood, 
by  means  of  the  renunciation  j  and  fo  far  from  naming 
afrefh  the  fucccflbrs  to  the  Crown  of  France,  he  only  re- 
peats thofe  who  are  already  more  efpecially  called  to  it. 
When  he  renounces  the  Crown  of  France,  for  himfelf  and 
for  all  his  pofkrity,  he  confents  that  this  right  fhould  be 
looked  upon  as  paflcd  and  tranfmkted  to  him  who  fhould 

be 
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he  found  next  in  degree,  immediately  after  the  King,  the 
prefent  Dauphin,  and  their  defcendants  ;  and  confequently, 
the  cafe  happening,  this  right  falls  directly  to  the  Duke  of 
Berry,  and  his  defcendants  for  ever :  and  failing  them,  to 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  his  defcendants  for  ever  :  there 
can  be  no  difficulty  in  enumerating  their  names,  as  the 
meaning  of  the  ac~t  includes  their  nomination. 

It  is  added,  that  in  the  authentic  aft  of  agreement  for 
the  f'ufpenfion  of  arms  in  Flanders,  this  devolution  of  the 
rights  of  the  Dukes  of  Berry  and  Orleans,  and  of  their 
defcendants,  has  been  already  particularly  fpecified  and  de- 
clared. 

The  Queen  has  given  her  orders  to  Lord  Lexington, 
before  his  departure  from  England,  in  conformity  with  the 
memorial  which  I  have  the  honour  to  prefent  to  you  ;  and 
a*  France  has  already  engaged  that  the  renunciation  (hall 
be  made  in  the  manner  moft  fitisfictory  to  her  Majefty, 
fhe  is  perfuaded  the  King  will  not  delay  to  affift,  with  her 
Majefty,  in  removing  this  difficulty,  and  to  take  from  the 
enemies  to  the  peace  every  occanon  to  pretend  there  is 
any  omiffion  in  the  conftrucVion  of  an  act,  on  the  explica- 
tion of  which  depend  the  friendship  and  good  correspon- 
dence between  the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and 
Spain,  and  the  future  fecurity  of  all  Chriftendom. 

7*be  Nomination  of  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  isfc.  (Page  146.) 

i'.les,  Oftober  15th,  1711. 

IT  is  my  will,  and  I  confent,  for  myfelf  and  my  faid 
defcendants,  that,  as  well  now  as  in  future,  this  right 
(hould  be  regarded  as  gone  by,  and  tranfmitted  to  my  bro- 
ther, the  Duke  of  Berry,  and  to  his  children  and  defcen- 
dants male,  and  born  in  lawful  wedlock ;  failing  them,  to 
my  uncle  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  to  his  children  and 
defcendants  male,  born  in  lawful  wedlock ;  failing  them,  to 
my  coufin,  the  Duke  of  Bourbon,  and  to  his  children  and 
defcendants  male,  born  in  lawful  wedlock :  fo  fucceffively 
to  all  the  Princes  of  the  blood  of  France,  their  children 
and  defcendants  male  for  ever,  according  to  the  rank  and 
order  by  which  they  fhall  be  called  to  the  Crown,  by  right 
of  birth,  confequently  to  him,  among  the  (aid  Princes  (I  be- 
ing, as  alfo  my  defcendants,  excluded  and  incapacitated) 
who  may  be  found  neareft  in  degree  immediately  after  the 
King,  by  whofe  death  the  faid  Crown  of  France  would  be- 

Vol.  III.  N  n  com« 
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come  vacant,  and  to  whom  the  fucceffion  {hall  belong,  at 
whatever  time  and  in  whatever  cafe  it  may  happen,  that 
he  may  have  it  and  pofTefs  it,  as  true  and  lawful  fucceflbr, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  if  I  and  my  defendants  had  never, 
been  born. 

To  the  Duke  de  Noailles.      (Page  1 51.) 

Whiter,;;':',  September  1  ith,    1712,  O.S. 

YOU  can  never,  Sir,  do  me  greater  pleafure,  than 
when  you  furnifli  the  opportunity  of  being  of  fervice  to 
thole  who  have  the  happinefs  to  enjoy  your  protection,  and 
I  will  endeavour  to  acl:  in  lucn  a  manner  as  to  convince 
you  that  I  mail  never  forget  the  favours  you  have  conferred 
upon  me. 

Preferve  for  m?,  Sir,  the  friendfhip  you  promifed  me, 
and  be  allured  that,  in  all  circumftances  of  my  life,  I  (ball 
never  ceafe  to  be,  &c. 

To  the  Duke  d'Aumoni.     (Page  152.) 

Whitehall,  November  nth,  1712,  O.S. 

THE  news  jufr.  arrived  from  Spain  will  haften  the 
conclufion  of  the  great  work  of  the  peace ;  fuch  is  the 
reflection  of  a  Minifter:  they  will  oblige  the  Duke  d'Au- 
mont  to  repair  hither  foon;  fuch  is  the  rcfledtion  of  a 
friend : — you  have  given  me  the  liberty,  Sir,  to  alTurne  this 
title,  and  I  will  never  drop  it.     The  Abbe  Gaultier  tells 

.,  you  are  waiting  for  paiTports  from  Holland,  to  fend 
off  yewr  equipage :  it  appears  to  me  that  thefe  paiTports  arc 
not  very  neceflsry,  fince  you  may  have  a  frigate  or  two  to 
convoy  them  :  it  is  a  long  time  fmce  I  olFe red  your  fte ward 
to  fend  the  Queen's  orders  far  two  {hips  that  are  now 
in  the  Downs.  We  loft  our  opportunity  to  hire  the  Earl 
of  Leicester's  hloufe,  which  I  am  forry  for,  bceaufe  it  will 
be  very  difficult  to  find  another  that  may  fuit  you;  how- 
,  1  {lull  not  fell  to  contribute  my  endeavours  to  that 
purpofe. 

The  Duke  of  Hamilton  had  orders  on  Sunday  to  haften 
his  departure,  and  I  believe  he  lets  out  in  ten  or  twelve 

ho  :    he  will  be  in- 
truflcd  to  renew  my  allurances  how  perfectly  1  am,  &c. 

T» 
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To  Madame  de  Ftriolt.     (Page  153.) 

Madam, 

Whitehall,  November  11  •':.,    17a,  O.S. 

HIS  Royal  Highnefs  has  had  the  goodnefs  to  promif*, 
that  as  foon  as  he  gets  poflefTion  of  Savoy,  he  will  con- 
firm to  the  Abbe  Tencin  his  MajouVs"  gift  of  the  Abbey 
de  PAbondance. 

I  give  you  joy  of  this  good  news  ;  and  if  the  fuccefs 
I  have  had  in  the  execution  of  your  iirft  orders,  procures 
me  the  honour  of  receiving  others,  I  am  fufficiently  happy. 

Mr.  Prior  fets  off  this  week  on  his. return  to  Paris  ;  I 
propofed  to  him  the  exchange  of  employments,  but  he 
ihowed  his  wifdom  in  not  hftening  to  me :  all  that  1  can 
obtain  from  him  is,  a  promife  that  he  will  allure  you  ot 
that  perfect  efteem  with  which  I  am,  &c. 

From  the  M.irquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  154.) 

S  1  11, 

illet,  October  17th,   \~\i. 

THE  letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write,  and  which 
1  received  by  Mr.  Prior,  gives  me  hope*  of  foon  receiving 
another,  which  will  contain  the  Queen  of  Great  Brit.; 
intentions  upon  all  the  articles  in  my  letter  of  the  27th  ulr. 

It  is  a  great  pliafure  to  me,  Sir,  to  receive  your  orders 
frequently,  and  at  the  f  une  ti:iie  aflurances  of  your  friend- 
ship, of  which  I  defire  the  continuance  more  than  I  can 
poffibly  exprefs. 

We  have  had  a  little  conteft,  Mr.  Prior  and  1,  re- 
fretting  the  enumeration,  which  your  advocates  will  have 
made,  of  all  the  Princes  of  the  blood;  I  think,  however, 
you  will  find  1  am  right,  when  vou  have  read  the  pro] 
I  made  to  him,  and  of  which  I  fubjoin  a  copy.  It  feems 
to  me  to  give  to  the  ad  of  renunciation  all  the  force  you 
can  wifh,  and  we  avoid  making  out  a  long  lift,  tending 
only  to  obfeure  an  aft  which  it  is  neceflary  ihould  be  very 
clear  and  very  intelligible. 

The  arms  you  may  fur  nidi  me  with,  will  be  always  good, 
it  remains  only  to  make  a  proper  u.e  of  them,  and  I  ought 
often  to  wifh  they  were  in  better  hands,  conliJering  the 
importance  of  the  bufmefs  in  queftion  ,  I  believe,  however, 
there  is  ground  to  hope,  more  than  ever,  that,  with  your 

Niu  afliftance, 
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afliftance,  we  mall  be  fortunate,  and  make  the  harbour  at 
laft. 

It  feems  the  Hollanders  begin  to  relent,  and  your  Ple- 
nipotentiaries have  declared  to  thofe  of  his  Majefry,  that 
the  States-General  now  confentcd  to  treat,  upon  the  bafis 
that  Lifle  mould  be  reftored  to  his  Majefty.  This  is  one 
ftep ;  it  will  be  followed  by  others,  but  the  firft  is  always 
the  moft  difficult. 

It  is  highly  necefTary,  Sir,  that  the  Queen  mould  urge 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  to  conclude ;  he  {tops  at  trifles,  and 
while  he  is  difputing  for  a  few  fummits  of  the  Alps,  or  a 
few  villages  which  he  will  not  obtain,  he  runs  the  rifk  of 
lofing  Sicily;  for  there  is  much  diforder  in  that  ifland,  and 
its  inhabitants,  by  nature  reftlefs,  declare  openly  it  were 
better  to  choofe  a  mafter,  and  to  give  themfelves  up  to 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  than  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of  like  a  flock  of  fheep.  If  the  peace  were  made,  it 
would  be  eafy,  immediately  afterwards, '  to  give  the  Duke 
of  Savoy  pofleffion  of  Sicily,  and  he  would  then  know  how 
to  keep  his  new  fubjects  to  their  duty. 

The  Plenipotentiaries  of  Portugal  fay  many  filly  things 
at  Utrecht :  it  would  be  charity  in  the  (^ueen  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  to  require  the  King,  their  mafter,  to  demand  a 
fufpenfion  of  arms  as  foon  as  poffible,  The  Spaniards  are 
at  prefent  befieging  Campo  Mayor,  which  apparently  will 
not  hold  out  long,  if  britkly  attacked.  The  Portuguefe, 
on  their  fide,  have  precipitately  railed  the  fiege  of  a  eaftle 
called  Cafavajal,  which  they  had  begun  to  inveft. 

I  write  a  long  letter  to  the  Lord  Treafurer  on  the  fub- 
je£t.  of  the  dilagreeable  occurrences  in  America.  The 
King  has  confidered  it  as  an  unfortunate  accident,  but  as 
one  of  thofe  which  could  not  be  forefeen,  and  which  might 
have  happened  on  your  part  the  lame  as  on  that  of  France, 
without  any  caufe  of  complaint.  Neverthelefs,  his  Ma- 
jefty propofes  expedients  to  repair  the  lofs,  though,  in 
point  of  jufticc,  he  is  under  no  obligation  fo  to  doj  but 
he  wifhes  to  give  you  occafion  to  filence  the  infidels. 

I  doubt  not  the  Abbe  Gaultier  has  given  you  an  account 
of  the  propolals  I  defired  him  to  make,  to  forward  the 
figning  of  the  peace,  therefore  I  do  not  repeat  them  j  and 
mould  any  one  of  them  be  agreeable  to  her  Majefty,  I 
fliall  expect  your  order?.     I  am,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

The 
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The  King  of  Spain  has  prorogued  the  opening  of  the 
States  to  the  20th  inftant,  fo  that  Lord  Lexington  will 
arrive  at  Madrid  before  the  fitting  of  the  Affrmbly. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  158.) 

.   O&ober  21ft,  17 11. 

YOU  frequently  alarm  our  Plenipotentiaries,  Sir;  and, 
whatever  is  done  to  remove  their  fears,  their  uneafinefs 
returns  the  moment  your  Ministers  feem  to  fupport  the 
pretenfions  of  the  Dutch. 

You  had  provided  me  with  a  defence  againfr.  fuch  ter- 
rors ;  and,  befides,  1  had  received  your  laft  letter,  when  I 
gave  the  King  an  account  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford's  journey 
to  London,  and  the  fubftance  of  his  fpeech  at  Utrecht  be- 
fore his  departure. 

I  am,  therefore,  proof  againft  all  frefti  3flaults  from  the 
infidels,  and  1  have  no  fear  that  the  Queen  of  Great  Bri- 
tain will  urge  the  King  to  defift  from  the  rcftitution  of 
Toumay,  as  is  expected  in  Holland  ;  but  I  muft  com- 
pliment you,  Sir,  for  having  at  laft  brought  the  Dutch 
to  that  point  that  the  general  peace  now  depends  upon  her 
Britannic  Majefty,  for  it  is  certain  the  States-General, 
having  already  confented  to  the  reilitution  of  Lifle,  will 
confent  much  more  eafily  to  reftore  Toumay  (fo  neceflary 
for  the  French  barrier)  whenever  the  Queen  mail  pleaie- 
to  tell  them,  they  are  fortunate  that  the  King  is  contented 
v/ith  that  town,  as  the  only  condition  demanded  by  his 
Majefty,  equivalent  to  the  fuccefles  of  a  campaign  which 
they  might  have  avoided,  by  paying  a  proper  deference  to 
her  councils  and  example. 

Thus  the  conclusion  of  this  great  work  is  in  her  Bri- 
tannic Majefty's  hands.  Her  orders  to  the  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford will  completely  bring  the  Dutch  to  thefr  fenfes  j  and  I 
am  perfuaded,  Sir,  you  will  lofe  no  time  in  fending  him 
back  to  Holland,  inftruoted  in  what  he  is  to  fay  to  oblige 
that  republic  to  recede  upon  the  article  of  Tournay.  They 
are  not  in  a  flare  to  conteft  the  point  much  longer ;  and 
you  know  better  than  any  one  how  embarrafTcd  they  would 
be,  if  they  were  forced  to  (land  another  campa  gn. 

Then  finim  the  whole,  fince  it  is  now  brought  to  matu- 
rity, and  fave  her  Majefty  the  uneafinefs  of  Soliciting  the 
King  in  vain,  now  fhe  knows  his  intentions:  and  how 
jd'/ireffing  it  would  be  to  him  to  refufe  her  requefts. 

Nnj  In 
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In  truth,  Sir,  Sicily  having  been  granted  to  your  folici- 
tation  with  fo  good  a  grace,  entitles  us  to  expect  that  you 
would  not  interfere  with  refpecf.  to  Tournay,  except  in 
our  favour ;  and  force  our  enemies,  by  your  rcmonftrances, 
to  conclude  a  peace,  of  which  their  provinces  are  in  (o 
much  want :  that  the  Queen  would  command  the  Earl 
of  Strafford  to  fpeak  in  a  decifive  manner  upon  his  return 
to  the  Hague,  and  I  will  be  anfwerable  to  you  for  the  fuc- 
cefs.  It  is  more  worth  while  to  confer  an  obligation  upon 
enemies,  as  we  were  formerly,  than  upon  fuch  friends  as 
the  Dutch  are  now. 

You  may  perhaps  think  I  am  giving  way  to  the  reftleff- 
nefs  of  our  infidels  •,  far  from  it,  I  allure  you :  no  perfon 
whatever  has  more  reliance  on  your  word  than  I  have. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  arrived  here  the  day  before  yef- 
terday,  and  had  the  honour  to  fee  the  King  on  the  follow- 
ing morning.  He  appeared  very  well  iatisfied  with  his 
Majefty's  intentions,  and  I  fuppofe  he  will  give  an  exact 
account  of  them  to  the  Queen.  He  agrees  with  us,  that 
it  is  for  our  mutual  interetf.  that  the  fubjedls  of  her  Bri- 
tannic Majeuy  mould  be  difluaded,  as  much  as  pofhble, 
from  fending  corn  to  Barcelona,  as  long  as  the  Germans 
continue  in  Catalonia.     I  am,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

The  King  has  certain  information,  Sir,  that  the  Dutch 
have  refolved  to  give  up  Tournay,  and  only  intend  to  make 
an  attempt  to  keep  it,  which  they  themfelves  know  will  be 
ufeiefs. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  161.) 

Sir, 

Verfailles,  Oftober  26rh,    1712. 

YOU  will  have  feen,  by  the  letter  I  had  the  honour  to 
write  to  you,  the  21ft  in  it  ant,  that  the  King  was  informed 
of  the  Earl  of  Strafford's  journey  to  London,  and  of  the 
principal  commiffion  he  was  charged  with  by  the  States- 
General  to  the  Queen. 

To-day  I  fhoujd  have  had  only  to  repeat  what  I  ob- 
ferved  to  you  in  the  fame  letter,  with  regard  to  Tournay, 
had  not  Mr.  Prior  fpoken  to  me.  upon  that  fubjedt  with 
Come  warmth,  and  ufed  the  moft  prelhng  reafons  to  induce 
the  King  to  give  it  up,  with  a  view  of  accelerating  the 

peace. 
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peace.  I  own,  Sir,  I  was  not  of  his  opinion ;  I  even 
ihowed  him,  that  the  Queen  and  he  thought  differently,  for 
her  Britannic  Majefty  improved  the  declaration  made  by 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  France  to  thole  of  Grert  Britain, 
whi:h  leaves  nothing  uncertain  in  the  Kind's  intentions 
with  refpedt  to  Tournay.  1  know  not  whether  1  con- 
vinced him,  hut  1  can  allure  you  his  arguments 
weighty  with  me,  as  in  the  whole  of  what  he  faid,  1 
n:j  i' (nuance  of  a  certain  peace,  though  the  King  were 
willing  to  make  another  facrifice  to  the  general  good  of 
Europe,  by  giving  up  Tournay,  a  place  fo  confiderable, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fo  neceilary  for  the  fecurity  of  his 
frontier. 

1  have  repeatedly  read  over  your  laft  letter,  Sir,  and 
with  much  attention;  what  ftrikes  me  moft  forcibly  in  it 
is,  that  the  Dutch  have  refolved  to  unite  with  the  Queen  in 
all  neceflary  me.ifures  for  a  peace ;  that,  excepting  the 
article  about  Tournay,  they  aired!  great  compliance  with 
all  other  conditions,  and  a  perfect  fubmiffion  to  the  Queen 
of  Great  Britain's  inrentions.  But  1  do  not  rind  they 
defift  from  the  other  points  contained  in  the  laft  memorial 
they  gave  to  your  Plenipotentiaries.  It  does  not  appear 
that  they  explain  themfclves  clearly  about  the  barrier,  and 
as  ^p  commerce,  they  ft  ill  infill  upon  the  four  (pei 
which  the  King  excepts  from  the  tariff  of  1664.  They 
continue  to  fpeak  of  the  barrier  on  the  fide  of  the  Em- 
pire in  fuch  terms  as  his  Majefty  can  never  admit;  and 
laftly,  their  excluding  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  would  deprive 
his  Alajefty  of  all  means  to  fulfil  the  engagements  he  is 
under  to  that  Piince. 

The  article  of  Tournay  miift    not,  therefore,  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  only  point  that  impedes  the  peace,  as   I  fup- 
pofed  when  I  had  the  honour  to   write  to   ycu  a  few  1] 
ago,  and  according  to  what  Mr.  Prior  told  me  yeirerday. 

In  truth,  Sir,  if  all  thefe  difficulties  were  removed,  if 
it  were  poffible  to  fecure  for  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  a 
remuneration  conformable  to  the  plan  I  fent  you,  or,  at 
leaft,  to  give  him,  with  Sardinia,  what  he  now  is  in 
polTeiTion  of  in  the  Low  Countries,  1  own  to  you,  that 
the  certainty  of  a  very  fpeedy  peace,  in  which  Holland 
would  be  a  party  with  Great  Britain,  the  honour  and 
intereft  of  the  Queen,  and,  let  me  add,  that  of  her  Mini- 
fters,  would  be  very  ftrong  reafo»is  to  determine  the  King 
N   n  4  to 
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to  a  meafure,  which  his  Majefty  had  refolved  never  to 
agree  to:  you  know  alfo,  he  had  grounds  to  believe  the 
Queen  would  never  preis  him   upon  this  article. 

It  remains,  therefore,  wkn  the  Queen  to  judge,  wher 
ther  fhe  can  give  and  execute  thefe  aMurances  ;  in  this 
cafe,  Tournay  will  not  be  an  impediment  to  (o  great 
a  bleffing  as  that  of  peace.  But  if  we  are  frill  to  en- 
counter new  difficulties  from  Holland,  from  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  or  from  the  other  Princes,  whom  the  Queen 
may  think  neceffary  to  join  in  the  treaty,  or  if  he  muft 
abandon  fuch  an  ally  as  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  the  King 
will  not  engage  to  defift  from  fo  juft  a  demand  as  that  of 
the  reftitution  of  Tournay. 

In  one  word,  Sir,  this  compliance  of  his  Majefty  muft 
be  the  termination  of  the  war,  and  the  pledge  of  a  certain 
peace  between  France,  Great  Britain,  Holland,  and  thofe 
of  the  allies  whom  you  may  induce  to  come  in.  If  fuch  is 
not  the  cafe,  the  King  demands  the  execution  of  the  pro- 
ject agreed  between  his  Maj<  Try  and  the  Queen,  that  is  to 
fay,  to  make  a  feparate  peace  immediately  after  the  renun- 
ciations are  regiftered. 

This  is  all  the  King  can  do,  and  I  am  perfuaded  you 
will  think  it  a  great  deal,  considering  what  I  have  faid  or 
wrote  to  you,  and  alfo  confidering  that  his  Majefty  is 
jnformed  of  the  condition  and  the  reiblutions  of  the  Dutch. 
I  am,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

From  the  Marquis  dc  Torcy.      (Page  1C6  ) 

Vcrfailles,  Odohrr  »6th,  i-n 
THOUGH  Matthew  be  the  moft  unfufferable  of  hu- 
man beings,  yet  I  believe,  my  Lord,  he  isftill  h  neir.  enough 
to  labour  faithfully,  and  to  do  his  beft  to  finilh  our  work  ; 
we  have  therefore  agreed  that  he  (hall  fet  off  for  England, 
to  aflure  you,  better  than  I  can  myfelf,  of  our  real  and  iin- 
cere  defire  to  conclude  with  you,  and  with  thofe  allies  to 
whom  you  have  extended  a  protection  which  tiiey  have  ill- 
deferved;  but  you,  and  the  ftate  of  your  affairs,  are  the 
objects  of  our  conlideration. 

Finilh  the  bufmefs  then,  my  Lord,  as    it  all   depends 
upon  you,  and  fend  back  Matthew  as  foon  as  polhbic,  that 
J  may  have  the  picture  of  hanging  him,  according  to  agree- 
ment, 
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ment,  if  the  peace  is  not  concluded  by  his  Majefty's  giving 
up  Tournay. 

If  he  be  fincere,  he  will  tell  you  how  much  I  fuffer,  in 
my  own  perfon,  from  this  alt?rcation  ;  the  infidels  triumpri, 
and  I  meet  with  reproaches  which  other  fervices  do  not 
remove.  But  I  fuffer  for  you  ;  and  if  the  peace  is  made, 
as  I  hope  it  will,  I  {hall  be  contented,  even  though  Mat- 
thew efcape  a  hanging.     I  am,  &c. 

De  Toticy- 

I  beg,  Sir,  your  attention  to  the  two  memorials  he  will 
give  vou,  the  importance  of  which  you  are  perfectly  aware 
of. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  167,) 

i,  November  t  -  th,  171s. 
AT  lift,  my  Lord,  the  effential  point,  the  renunciation 
of  the  King  of  Spain,  has  been  executed  at  Madrid;  and 
I  can  give  you  no  better  account  of  what  p:.fled  on  that 
occation,  than  by  lending  you  a  copy  of  the  letter,  written 
by  Monfieur  de  Bonac,  upon  leaving  die  Cortes  where 
the  bulincfs  w.'.s  transacted.  I  imagine  Lord  Lexington, 
who  was  witneis  to  it,  will  give  the  Queen  an  account. 

The  regillering  the  aci  of  renunciation  will  be  made 
in  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  as  foon  as  the  original,  which 
we  expect  from  Madrid,  comes  to  hand;  and  authentic 
copies  will  be  afterwards  regiftered  in  all  the  other  Parlia- 
ments of  the  kingdom. 

V  ou  fee,  my  Lord,  the  King  has  completed  his  part ; 
for  the  renunciations  of  the  Dukes  of  Berry  and  Orleans 
are  ready,  and  will  be  fent  to  Spain,  the  moment  the  origi- 
nal act  ut  the  Catholic  King's  renunciation  mail  arrive. 
Therefore,  from  you,  at  prefent,  we  expect  the  confum- 
mation  of  the  work,  and  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  not  defer 
jt.  I  own,  I  ftrongly  wilh  it  may  not  be  neceflary  to  pro- 
long the  fufpeniion,  which  expires  in  a  month. 

1  am  waiting  with  impatience  for  news  from  Mr.  Prior; 
and,  whatever  realon  I  may  have  to  complain  of  him  on 
my  own  account,  1  ihall  be  very  happy  to  lee  him  again, 
without  his  meriting  the  gallows.  His  return  will  be  fo 
much  more  pleating  to  me,  as  I  ihall  learn  from  him  your 
particular  news  ;  and  I  allure  you,  my  Lord,  there  is  per- 

5  haps 
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haps  no  place  in  the  world,  that  feels  a  more  fenfible  in- 
tereft  in  every  thing  that  relates  to  you,  than  we  experience 
here. 

The  Duke  d'Aumont  is  brifkly  pre/ling  his  departure, 
but  I  could  wifh  Matthew  returned  before,  though  I  have 
learned,  to  my  coft,  that  his  councils  are  to  be  guarded 
againft.     I  am,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

To  the  Marquis  de  Tony,     (Page   163.) 

Sir, 

Wh'teh-1!,  November  t  itVi,  O.S.  1712. 

THOUGH  Matthew  is  to  let  off  at  the  end  of  the 
week,  I  could  not,  however,  forego  the  opportunity  of 
writing  to  you,  by  the  mcilenger,  which  the  Abbe  Gaul- 
tier  intends  to  difpatch,  and  to  tell  you,  I  am  much  miftaken> 
if  you  are  not  fatisfied  with  us. 

The  Earl  of  Strafford's  inftrudlions  are  drav/n  up  ; 
and  I  fhowed  the  Abbe  an  article  in  them,  by  which  he  is 
exprefsly  ordered,  as  alfo  the  Bifliop  of  Briftol,  to  declare 
to  the  Minilrers  of  the  States,  that  it  is  the  laft  time  the 
Queen  applies  to  them;  that  her  Majefty  hopes  they  will 
accept  the  conditions  offered  to  them,  and  coincide,  with- 
out referve  or  farther  delay,  in  the  meafures  of  the  peace  ; 
that  if  they  mean  to  lofe  time  by  negociating,  or  to 
create  new  impediments  by  ulterior  demands,  the  Queen 
will  conclude  her  treaty  with  France  and  Spain,  and  will 
trouble  herfelf  no  more  with  the  interefts  of  their  re- 
public 

For  the  reft,  you  will  permit  me  to  refer  to  what  I  fhall 
have  the  honour  to  write  to  you,  in  two  days,  by  his  Ex- 
cellency Matthew.  I  think  you  will  find  him  inftru&ed 
to  conclude  every  thing,  and  in  fpite  of  his  phyfiognomy, 
which  is  not  the  happieil,  he  ihall  not  be  hanged  this 
time. 

B?(ore  I  conclude  my  letter,  I  mull  tell  you,  Sir,  that 
I  have  detained  a  peiion  named  13eaulieu,  who  fays  he 
is,  a  native  of  Languedoc.  Me  pretends  to  have  had  an 
affair  with  M.  dj  l'aville,  about  a  meeting  of  the  Prote- 
ltants,  held  in  the  Upper  Vivares,  and  of  a  paffport  given 
to  a  perfon  named  Prurat,  and  on  that  account  he  retired 
•  from 
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from  Fiance.     I  know  he  was  very  a<ftive  among  the  re- 
fugees, a.J  I  fufpect  him  of  having  formed  fchemes,  chi- 
merical indeed,  but  which   ihould  not  be  the  IcTs  atte 
to  :    1  know  his  correfpondcnce,  and  have  taker. 
meafures  to  flop  all  his  letters,  and  will  inform  you  of  what 
1  may  be  able  to  difcover. 

I  had  finiflied  my  letter  when  your  mefll-ngcr  arrived, 
by  whom  I  received  the  honour  of  your's  of  th^  15th 
inilant.  I  rejoice  with  you,  Sir,  at  the  good  news ;  the 
enemies  to  the  peace   will  no  longer  travel  reat 

work,  and  I  flatter  mylelf  in  very  few   weeks  we  In  ill 
finifh  the  whole. 

Prior  will  foon  enjoy  a  happintfs  which  1  envy  him, 
that  of  (being  and  embracing  you  :  the  Duke  of  Hamil- 
ton will  follow  him  very  foon. 

Adieu,  Sir;  amiable  as  you  are,  no  one  loves  you  fo 
much  as  your,  See. 

B. 

To  the  Chevalier  de  Mole.     (Page  173.) 

S  1  R, 

wii  b   0.5.  171s. 

I  CANNOT  refill:  entreating  you  to  grant  your  pro- 
tection to  Monfieur  and  Madame  Calandiini,  who  are 
returning  to  Paris.  They  are  appreheniive  of  | 
HufTars  and  others,  who  are  faid  to  be  hoveling  on  the 
frontier  :  have  the  goodnefs  to  grant  them  efcorts,  ii 
think  it  neceflary,  and  to  recommend  them  to  the  Com- 
mander at  Boulogne. 

J  muff  not  let  flip  the  opportunity  to  return  you  my  very 
humble  thanks  for  all  the  favours    you  heaped  upon 
during  my  laft  journev.     I  feci  a  lively  gratitude  for  them, 
and  I  venture  to  allure  you,  that  I  am,  kc. 

B. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  aflure  Madame  de  Mole  of  my  very 
humble  rtfpects. 

To  the  Afar  qui  s  de  Tr:y.     (Page  174.) 

S  1  R, 

Whitehal  .  .r  14th,  O.S.  tytt, 
HOWEVER   I  may  fear  being  importunate,  I  can- 
not refill:  recommending  the  intereits  of  Monfieur  Calan- 
1  drini 
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Jrini  again  to  you.  I  confider  them  as  my  own ;  and  as 
I  never  experienced  a  pang  more  keen  than  that  caufed  by 
the  misfortunes  of  that  family,  fo  I  cannot  expect  a  rrtore 
lively  pleafure  than  that  of  feeing  them  re'fored,  by  th« 
kind  offices  and  powerful  protection  of  the  man  in  the 
world,  to  whom  I  wiPa  moft  to  be  obliged. 

The  favour  I  afk  for  them,  and  which  would,  though 
with  lofs,  extricate  them  from  their  difficulties,  is,  that 
Monfieur  .Qefmarets  would  have  the  goodneis  to  change 
their  affigriments  into  bills  of  the  Receivers-General, 
payable  at  the  fame  periods,  which  are  in  17 14  and 
^  171^;  if  they  could  at  the  fame  time    "btaih  about  fifty 

thoufand  livres,  on  account  of  their  alignments,  the  favour 
would  be  complete,  and  my  obligation  to  you  eternal. 

Once  more,  pardon  my  importunity,  add  be  perfuaded,  I 
am,  &c. 

B. 

To  th:  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  176.) 

Whitehall,  November       O.S.  17T2. 

AT  lafr,  Sir,  we  are  at  the  eve  of  the  peace,  and  I  hope 
you  will  find  Mr.  Prior's  arguments,  at  his  return,  more 
conclufive  than  before  his  depaiture. 

The  Queen's  firmnefs  will  conquer  the  obftinacy  of 
the  Dutch,  the  compliances  of  his  Mofr.  Chriftian  Majefty 
wiH  place  the  governors  of  that  republic  in  a  (late  of  ina- 
bility to  play  the  warrior  any  longer.     So  we  reafon  here. 

But  if,  contrary  to  expectation,  the  States-General 
fhould  determine,  after  the  yielding  Touinay,  to  make 
ulterior  demands,  and  embarrafs  trie  negotiation  anew, 
the  Queen  will  content  herfelf  with  having  done  all  in  her 
power  for  them,  and  in  that  cafe,  Sir,  her  M^jefty's 
Plenipotentiaries  will,  with  fuch  allies  as  wilh  to  come  in, 
fign  the  feparate  treaty  with  France  and  Spain. 

What  I  have  now  the  honour  to  write,  is  conformable 
to  the  inftructions  which  the  Earl  of  Strafford  has  jufl 
received,  and  this  reflation  appears  fo  decifive,  that  it  is  no 
longer  neceflary  to  enter  upon  the  difcuflion  of  many  points 
in  your  letter  of  the  26th  October.  It  feems  to  me,  that 
we  have  reafon  to  b  I    with  each  other,  and  you 

will  allow  me,  Sir,  to  fay,  that  if  the  King,  on  his  part, 
has  made   fome  facrificts   for  the  fake  of  the   peace,  th<, 

Queen, 
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Queen,  alfo,  depending  on  the  good  faith  of  his  Moft 
Chriftian  ?viajefty's  intentions,  has  taken  certain  Heps, 
which  are  beyond  the  ordin.iry  rules  of  negociation?,  and 
which  you  know  well,  without  its  being  necefXary  for  mc 
to  remind  you  of  them. 

Mr.  Prior  will  explain  viva  voce,  her  Majefty's  declara- 
tions to  the  States-General,  refpecting  the  interefts  of  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  and  her  Majefty  hopes  the  King  will, 
in  that,  difcern  her  willies  to  pleafe  him  in  every  thing  that 
depends  upon  her.  I  muft,  however,  fay,  Sir,  that  we 
cannot  fee  how  the  pretenfions  of  that  Prince  came  to  be 
interwoven  with  the  ceflion  of  Toumay.  When  the 
queftion  was  to  give  Sicily  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  you 
faid  that  kingdom  was  intended,  by  the  King  of  Spain, 
for  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  wl.  uently,  ought  to 

be  recompensed,  this  recompence  waS  even  fpeCified,  and 
Sardinia  was  demanded:  but  at  prefent  the  call-  is  widely 
different,  and  you  will  own  Tournay  would  not  be  given 
to  the  Elector,  if  the  Dutch  were  forced  to  give  it  up. 

The  ceflion  of  Sicily  being  granted,  and  the  Duke  of 
Savoy's  right  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  being  fubflituted  after 
King  Philip  and  his  children,  we  can  no  longer  doubt  this 
Prince  will  enter  into  all  the  meafui  y  to  procure 

.t  peace.  The  Queen  reckons  upon  this,  and  indeed  his 
Royal  Highnefs  is  too  uvll  informed]  to  wifh  to  give  up 
fuch  real  and  fubftantial  advantages  as  we  propofe  for  him, 
and  himfelf  with  the  wild  fchemes  of  the  Court 

of  Vienna. 

The  article  of  the  barrier  on  the  fide  of  France,  appear- 
ed to  be  the  itumbling- block.     You  know,  Sir,  how  in- 
flexible you  were  upon  it,  and  I  can  affure   you,  the 
nifters  of  Savoy  have  alu  ten  of  it  as  elicntial  to 

their  matter's  intercir,  and  without  which  he  could  not 
have  that  fecurity,  which  his  Molt  Chriftian  Muje.ly  pro- 
mifed  all  the  allies  fhould  rind  in  the  peace.  By  what 
Prior  will  have  the  honour  to  reprefent  to  you,  you  will 
fee  this  difficulty  no  longer  fubfifb,  and  it  feems  to  me, 
his  Royal  Highnefc  confines  himfelf  to  demand  only  what 
is  contained  in  the  offer  of  Exiiles,  Feneftrelles,  and  the 
valley  of  Pragelas,  or  in  plainer  terms,  what  is  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  make  thofe  places  of  any  ufe  to  him.  With 
refpect  to  the  liberty  to  fortify,  which  his  Royal  Highnefs 
wifhes  to  have,  notwithstanding  the  treaty  of  1696,  I  be- 
lieve 
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lieve  the  King  will  have  no  difficulty  to  allow  it,  provided 
that  Prince  does  not  extend  it  to  the  rebuilding  the  fortifi- 
cations ot  Pignerol. 

I  have  looked  over  the  draughts  of  the  treaty  drawn  up  at 
Utrecht,  both  bvthe  King's  Plenipotentiaries,  and  thofe  of 
her  Mai  eft)  ;  and  1  find  no  coniiderable  difference  between 
them,  except  upon  two  articles ;  that  of  North  America, 
and  that  of  Commerce.  I  will  not  enter  into  particulars, 
it  is  a  matter  of  too  cxtenfive  difcuffion,  and,  inftead  of 
writing  vou  a  letter,  I  fhould  fend  you  a  volume.  Mr. 
Prior  will  dvfcourfe  with  you  upon  thole  points,  and  I  fhall 
confine  myfeif  to  entreat  you  would  agree  with  him  upon 
fome  expedients,  that  the  A  Unifiers  at  Utrecht,  having  no- 
thing to  unravel,  nay  concur  unanimously  in  bringing  over 
others  to  pacific  meafures. 

I  wifh  to  finifh  this  letter  as  I  began  it :  at  laft,  Sir,  we 
are  at  the  eve  of  the  peace,  do  not  let  us  be  call  away  when 
in  port,  but  conclude  as  foon  as  poflible  a  work,  upon  the 
fuccefs  of  wh;ch  depends  the  happinefs  of  fo  many  people, 
as  well  of  the  prefent,  as  of  future  ages.     I  am,  Sec. 

B. 


From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  186.) 

YOU  will  fee,  Sir,  by  the  laft  letter  I  received  from 
M.  de  Bonac,  and  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  fend 
you  the  copy,  that  the  ad  of  renunciation  of  the  King  of 
Spain  to  the  Crown  of  France,  has  been  approved  and 
registered  by  the  Cortes. 

The  execution  of  this  acfr,  which  his  Majefty  fends  hither 
in  form,  is  not  yet  arrived,  but  the  King  did  not  wait  for 
it,  before  the  renunciations  of  the  Dukes  of  Berry  and 
Orleans  were  figned  and  fent  off  to  Madrid ;  they  go  by  a 
i'pecial  meiTenger,  which  the  Duke  d'Offune  difpatches  to 
his  mafter. 

Thus,  Sir,  the  King  of  Spain  has  renounced  his  right 
to  the  Crown  of  France,  his  renunciation  is  approved  in 
Spain,  and  regiftercd  by  the  Cortes. 

The  Princes  of  France,  who  might  have  a  right  to  the 
Crown  of  Spain,   have  renounced  it,  and  their  renuncia- 
ned  by  them  and  fent  to  Madrid,  wiM  be  regiftercd 
by  the  Cortes  directly  after  the  arrival  of  the  mcflenger. 

The 
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The  renunciation  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  the  Crown 
of  France,  fhall  be  regime  red  immediately  In  the  Parliament 
of  Paris,  and  in  all  the  other  Parliaments  of  the  king- 
dom, as  it  has  been  already  received  and  regi  tiered  by  the 
Cortes,  and  the  meflenger  is  expected  with  it  every  mo- 
ment. 

Thus  then,  what  the  King  and  the  King  of  Spain 
promifed,  is  in  great  part  performed,  and  the  remainder  on 
the  eve  of  being  fo  entirely :  I  fliould  think  that,  affairs 
being  in  this  fituation,  nothing  ought  to  impede  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  peace  ;  yet,  Sir,  at  the  time  I  expect  from 
you  nothing  but  good  news,  I  own  1  cannot  conceal  my  un- 
eaftnefs  at  your  and  Mr.  Prior's  filer.ee.  Even  the  Al 
Gaultier  has  not  written  to  me  fince  the  1  ith  inflant.  I 
believe  you  comprehend,  and  confequently  will  eafily  ex- 
cufe  my  impatience  at  a  criiis,  when  it  is  fo  important 
to  act  togctli 

I  fee  alfo,  they  wifli  to  accufe  Prince  of  retarding  the 
conclufion  of  the  peace,  and  you  know,  Sir,  on  the  King's 
pait,  he  has  not  loft  a  moment.  His  Majefty  has  even 
laboured  for  the  interefts  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  as  eaineftly 
as  if  the  treaty  with  that  Prince  had  been  already  conclud- 
ed, and  yet  he  does  not  know  in  what  Hate  the  negociation 
is  at  Turin.  It  is  aflerted,  and  they  write  from  fome  j 
of  Italy,  that  the  Duke  is  endeavouring  to  unite  himielf 
more  finely  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ;  that  his  principal 
object  is  to  gain  for  the  Prince  of  Piedmont,  the  Arch- 
duchefs,  daughter  of  the  Emperor  Jofeph,  with  the  Milan- 
efe,  as  a  portion ;  that  he  prefers  the  acquilition  of  that 
duchy  to  that  of  Sicilv,  confidering  that  kingdom  as  too 
far  diftant  from  his  dominions  for  him  ever  to  keep  it,  and 
the  Milanefe  ferving  as  a  portion  to  the  Archduchefs,  he 
would  be  perpetual  governor  of  it. 

I  believe  you  may  have  had  the  fame  accounts,  but  It 
were  better  to  repeat  them  than  to  let  you  remain  igno- 
rant of  them.  There  is  no  room  to  doubt  the  Queen  has 
taken  proper  meafures  to  fecure  the  Duke  of  Si 
Upon  this  article,  and  upon  all  others  which  relate  to  the 
peace,  the  King  has  an  entire  confidence  in  her  Britannic 
Majefty's  pruden. 

lint,  Sir,  it  is  time  to  conclude,  and  as  it  is  from  you, 
that  we  mult  expect  the  explanation  of  the  whole,  you  mint 
not  be  furpril'ed  if  I  eagerly  require  news  from  you.      1  do 

it 


$60  TRANSLATION   OF 

it  with  the  greater  confidence,  as  I  know  your  feritimentsv 
and  fee  plainly  that  it  is  no  lefs  conformable  to  the  Queen's 
intereft,  than  to  her  inclination,  to  conclude  the  work  be- 
gun with  fpeed,  which  we  now  fee  nearly  perfected. 

I  own  to  you  I  cannot  help  being  alarmed  at  the  dif- 
courfes  which  the  enemies  of  the  peace  conftantly  hold 
againfl:  her  Britannic  Majefty,  though  I  know  they  have 
no  other  foundation,  than  the  defire  they  have  to  fee  the 
war  ftill  going  on.  However  vain  their  threats,  I  think 
I  ought,  neverthelefs,  to  communicate  to  you  the  extract 
of  a  letter,  written  to  the  King's  Ambaffador  in  Swit- 
zerland, by  a  man  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  canton  of 
Berne.  You  will  make  what  ufe  you  pleafe  of  it,  and  I 
hope  you  will  regard  it  fimply  as  a  fpeech,  the  effects 
of  which  are  not  at  all  to  be  apprehended. 

Lord  Lexington  will  have  informed  the  Queen,  of  the 
complaints  made  by  the  King  of  Spain,  that  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Lritifh.  troops  in  Portugal,  has  not  obferved 
the  fufpenfion.  and  has  continued  to  a£l  in  favour  of  the 
Portuguefe.  The  confequence  was,  the  Spaniards  were 
forced  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Campo  Mayor.  I  could  wifh, 
as  fome  recompence,  and  for  the  welfare  of  our  affairs, 
that  the  Queen  would  oblige  M.  de  Staremberg  to  embark 
the  German  troops  in  Catalonia;  but,  in  truth,  I  fear  he 
is  not  to  be  perfuaded.     I  am,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

Marli,  November  25th,"  1712. 

The  King  makes  the  Duke  d'Aumont  Knight  of  his 
Orders,  before  his  departure. 

Let  me  again,  my  Lord,  prefs  you,  for  the  good  of  our 
concerns,  to  let  me  hear  from  you,  and  to  lofc  no  time  in 
concluding,  as  you  fee  on  the  King's  fide  not  a  moment 
has  been  loft  to  fulfil  his  promifes. 

To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.      (Page  191.) 

Whitehall,  November  nft,  O.S.   1712. 
I  SEE,  Sir,  by  the  laft  letters  you  honoured  me   with, 
and  which  la  Vigne  gave  me  yeiterday,  your  impatience  to 
hear  from  us. 

As  I  find  this  impatience  well  founded,  I  would  not  wait 
the  departure  of  Mr.  Prior,  but  fend  you  the  fame  mef- 

(cnger, 
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fenger,  charged  with  the  inclofed,  which  Matthew  was  to 
have  delivered. 

That  dark-vifaged  gentleman  will  not  begin  his  journey 
before  Monday  next,  and  you  will  not  be  furprifed  at  the 
dejay,  when  yo<.i  learn  the  fad  adventure  of  laft  Saturday. 
The  Abbe  Gaultier  will  certainly  have  informed  you,  that 
the  Duke  of  Hamilton  fought  a  duel  with  Lord  Mohun,  and 
both  were  killed  on  the  fpot. 

The  Queen  will  immediately  name  another  AmbafTa- 
dor,  and  1  am  much  deceived  if  you  are  not  pleafed  with 
him. 

The  King  and  the  King  of  Spain,  have  nearly  fulfilled 
all  they  promifed,  in  regard  to  the  great  article  to  prevent 
the  re-union  of  the  two  monarchies.  I  acknowledge  it, 
Sir,  and  I  mould  be  unhappy,  if,  on  our  fide,  any  thing  had 
been  neglecfed,  that  could  contribute  to  forward  the  con- 
clulion  of  the  great  work  of  the  peace.  Without  my 
telling  you,  you  know  the  nature  of  our  government,  the 
genius  of  our  people,  what  meaiures  we  have  to  keep,  how 
many  tempers  we  have  to  manage  ;  fo  that  you  will  not  be 
fwrpiifed,  if  the  anfvvers  you  expect  from  hence,  do  not 
come  with  that  expedition,  which  the  prefent  conjuncture 
feems  to  require. 

For  once  I  hope  you  will  find  a  recompence  for  our 
flownefs,  in  the  dtcifive  refolve  which  the  Earl  of  Strafford 
carries  to  Holland. 

What  you  take  notice  of  in  your  letters,  of  the  intrigue* 
carried  on  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy  at  the  Court  of  Vienna, 
agrees  with  the  advices  we  have  from  time  to  time  re- 
ceived. In  the  other  letter  I  have  touched  upon  the  reafons, 
which  have  prevented  the  Queen's  attention  to  them.  1 
will  add  in  this,  that  the  Imperial  Minitters  have,  on  many 
occalions,  aiFecied  the  like  infinuations,  wifhing  no  better 
fport  than  to  embroil  his  Ro/ul  Highnefs  wilh  the  Queen, 
and  to  make  his  reconciliation  with  the  King  more  difficult. 

1  am  extremely  obliged  to  you,  for  the  account  you  give 
of  the  threats  made  by  the  enemies  to  the  peace.  I  dare  fay, 
the  Queen  extends  a  little  coo  far  that  maxim  of  Caefar, 
that  it  were  better  to  tli  at  one,  than  to  live  in  the  conti- 
nual fear  of  death;  bur  we  who  have  the  honour  to  ferve 
her,  will  neglect  nothing  that  may  contribute  to  guard  a 
life  fo  valuable  as  hers. 

Her  Majefty  is  much  concerned  for  what  has  happened 
Vol.  III.  O  0  in 
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in  Portugal ;  the  commandant  of  the  troops  excufes  him- 
felf,  by  faying,  he  did  not  fail  to  publifh  and  obferve  the 
fufpenuon  of  arms,  as  foon   as    he    received   his   orders. 
My  opinion   is,  that  the  Portuguefe  intercepted  the  firft 
difpatches  from  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  upon  the  fubjeft, 
1  know  not  what  choice   M.  de  Staremburg  will  take,  it 
is  impoffible  he  can  maintain  himfelf  in  Catalonia,  and  if 
he  refufes  to  embark  his   Germans,  I  fancy  he  will  find 
fome  difficulty  in  making  his  retreat,  as  Xenophon  did  his. 
The  Abbe  Gaultier  made  me  very  unhappy,  when  he 
told  me  the  Bifhop  of  Briftol  had  given  the  Duke  de  St. 
Pierre  a  very  cold  reception.     I  have  written  to  that  good 
jnan,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  that  it  was  the  Queen's  in- 
tention he  fhould  exert  himfelf  to  the  utmoft,  jointly  with 
the  Minifrers  of  France,  in  fupport  of  the  Duke's  intereft. 
By  the  firft  meifenger   1   will  repeat  thefe  orders,  in  fuch 
terms  as  will  melt  the  ice. 

I  am  too  much  the  Duke  d'Aumont's  fervant,  not  to 
take  a  fenfible  fhare  in  the  favour  the  King  has  conferred 
upon  him,  and  I  beg  you  to  aflure  him  of  it. 

It  is  time  to  conclude  a  letter,  written  in  much  hafte, 
and  which  you  will  perhaps  have  fome  trouble  to  read. 
I  am,  &e. 

BoLINGBROKE. 

In  cafe  the  Bifhop  of  Tournay  keeps  his  bifhopric,  we 
think  the  Abbe  Gaultier  might  be  directly  appointed  his 
coadjutor,  for  reafons  we  have  formerly  mentioned. 

If  anv  mcafures  are  to  be  taken  by  us,  you  have  only 
to  inform  me  of  them,  for  we  are  entirely  difpofed  to 
ferve  him,  and  in  truth  he  has  deferved  well  both  of 
France  and  England, 

Tt  the  Marquis  de  forcy.     (Page  195,) 

S  1  R, 

Whitehall,  November  »6th,  O.S.  1711. 
THOl  GK  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  and 
(bmc  other  w,(ei  v^ening  accidents  have  retarded  the  return 
of  Mr.  Prior  to  France,  and  have  caufed  fome  delay  in 
our  affairs,  which  they  were  not  in  want  of,  yet  1  believe 
l>er  JVIajefty'6  late  refolves  will   repair   this  lofs  of  time, 

?nd 
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and  prevent  all  impediment  that  might  protract  the  con- 
clufion  of  our  great  work. 

Her  Majeftv  has  named  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  her 
AmbafTador  to  France,  and  as  he  will  let  oft"  from  hence, 
without  waiting  for  his  equipage,  I  hope  in  a  fo;  tnight, 
reckoning  from  the  end  of  this  week,  he  will  Arrive  at 
Paris. 

I  fend  you  an  agreement  to  prolong  the  fufpenf:  m  of 
arms  ;  you  will  have  the  gooduefs  to  figu  one  copy,  and 
return  it  by  this  meflenger. 

I  thought  the  claufe  of  ratification  not  necefTary  to  be 
irrferted  ;  if  you  think  otherwife,  you  need  only  addref> 
the  King's  ratification  to  t  ie  Abbe  G3ultier,and  I  will  im- 
mediately let  him  have  that  of  the  Queen. 

The  King  of  Spain's  renunciation  to  the  Crown  of 
France,  has  been  made  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  and  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner.  Her  Majefty  doubts  not  the  re- 
nunciation of  the  Dukes  of  Berry  and  Orleans  will  be 
conceived  in  terms  as  Ifrong,  and  all  other  acts,  necefTary 
for  the  accomplishment  of  th:<  article,  will  be  done  in  a 
manner  equally  folemn  ;:nd  authentic. 

But,  Sir,  in  order  to  be  m«*re  certain  in  our  meafures,  to 
prevent  the  leaft  mifund'  rrtanding,  which  might  create  de- 
lay in  the  courfe  of  this  buhnefs.  the  Queen  has  ordered 
me  to  fignify  to  you,  her  wiihes  to  have  a  copy  of  the  re- 
nunciations of  the  Dukes  of  Berry  and  Orleans  to  the 
Crown  of  Spain,  and  alfo  of  other  ai5U  which  may  be 
paffed  on  this  occalion,  purfuant  to  the  plan,  to  prevent 
the  re-union  of  the  two  monarchies,  as  contained  in  the 
articles  propofed  by  the  Queen,  6th  June,  O.S.  and  accepted 
by  the  King  22d  of  the  fame  montn,  N.S.  17 12.  If  I  do 
not  receive  what  I  now  rsqueft,  in  time  for  the  Duke 
of  Shrewfbury  to  have  the  Queen's  laft  orders  upon  that 
fubjedt,  before  his  departure,  1  depend,  however,  upon  his 
knowing  her  Majefty's  fentiments  upon  his  arrival  at  Paris, 
though  he  may  not  know  them  when  he  leaves  London. 
I  am,  &c. 

B. 
From  the  Alar  qui  s  de  Tercy.     (Page  201.) 

Verfaillts,  November  19th,    1-12. 

IT  is  eafy  for  you,  my  Lord,  to  be  fecure  of  my  fatisfac- 
tion>  fince  you  know  by  experience  you  always  iuccced 

O  o  2  whenever 
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whenever  you  were  fo  inclined,  and  you  poffeffed  that" in- 
clination when  you  drew  up  the  article  you  did  me  the  ho- 
nour to  communicate,  as  an  inftruction  to  the  Earl  of 
Strafford.  It  is  calculated  to  haften  a  d^cifion,  which  I  no 
longer  doubt,  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch.  The  ftate  of 
their  affairs  will  not  allow  them  to  fupport  the  war  any 
longer,  and  certainly  they  are  too  fortunate  in  having  the 
honour  to  be  preffed  to  make  a  peace,  of  which  they  ftand 
more  in  need  than  any  other  nation. 

They  will  not  refufe  her  Majefty's  good  offices ;  and 
I  own,  my  Lord,  that  amidft  the  general  interefts,  I  feel 
a  particular  pleafure  in  feeing  Matthew  has  efcaped  the 
danger  that  threatened  him.  I  lofe  by  it  a  fpeech  which 
certainly  would  be  affecting,  but  I  expect  to  be  recom- 
penfed  by  other  advantages. 

The  King,  Sir,  is  very  fenfible  of  your  attention  in  de- 
taining Beaulieu  ;  I  (hall  know  from  M.  de  Baville  what 
this  man  is,  for  he  is  unknown  here,  and  you  know  better 
than  any  one  how  vifionary  the  fchemes  o'  theft-  wretches 
generally  are  However,  for  reafons  which  vou  yourfelf 
urge  with  much  prudence,  I  rttuft  beg  you  will  inform  me, 
of  any  thing  you  uay  difcover  of  his  intrigues.  It  is  the 
mutual. ii'tereft  of  France  and  Great  Britain',  that  nothing 
fhould  difturb  the  quiet  of  the  two  kingdom?,  and  that 
thofe,  who  dare  make  the  attempt,  fhould  meet  with  certain 
punifhment.  You  will  probably  judge  I  deferve  to  be 
punifhed  for  the  impatience  fhown  in  my  laft  letter,  and 
1  confefs  I  was  a  little  afhamed  of  it,  alter  reading  what 
you  did  me  the  honour  to  write;  but  in  truth,  my  Lord, 
what  we  defire  with  eagernefs,  we  cannot  wait  for  with 
compofure ;  and  I  fhould  difhonour  our  labours,  if  I 
could  wait  the  completion  of  them  with  perfect  uncon- 
cern. 

I  wifh  Mr  Prior  may  have  given  you  a  faithful  account 
of  our  concern  for  you  here,  but  1  doubt  his  exactnefs  upon 
this  article.  If  1  am -miftaken,  or  if  I  fufpect  him  wrong- 
fully, he  may,  my  Lord,  on  his  return  hen-,  let  you  know 
the  preference  given  to  every  thing  admirable  when  he  is 
compared  I  i  you.  I  do  not  make  thefc  companions,  for, 
|n  my  opinion,  none  arc  equal  to  you,  and  no  perfon  can 
be  more  truly  than  I  am,  &c. 

P£   TuRCY> 
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To  the  Duke  de  St.  Pierre.     (Page  204.) 

Whitehall,  December  2nd,  O.S.   17 12. 

IN  truth,  Sir,  the  little  fervice  I  have  hitherto  been 
able  to  do  you,  does  not  deferve  the  obligation  you  exprefs 
yourfelf  to  be  under  for  it.  Far  from  being  fatisfied  with 
what  I  have  done,  I  fhall  avail  myfelf  of  every  means  that 
may  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  your  pretenfions,  and  ia 
the  mod  eflential  inftru&ions  to  the  Queen's  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, they  will  find  in  every  difpatch,  repeated  orders  to 
unite  with  theMinifters  of. the  Moft  Chriftian  King  in  your 
favour.  I  have  told  them,  and  I  have  the  honour  to 
allure  you,  that  they  can  pleafe  the  Queen  in  no  better 
manner,  than  by  fupporting  your  intereft  in  the  moft  active 
and  effectual  manner. 

Finally,  Sir,  if  in  the  courfe  of  this  bufinefs,  you  think 
proper  to  give  me  farther  orders,  I  beg  you  to  write  to  me 
without  ceremony,  and  to  be  fully  perfuaded  that  the  bro- 
ther-in-law of  Monfieur  de  Torcy  has  every  right  in  the 
world  to  the  abfolute  command  of  him  who  has  the  honour 
to  be,  &c. 

B. 


To  Count  de  Saaros.     (Page  209.) 


Sir, 


Whitehall,  December  3d,   17 12. 

On  Monday  laft  I  received  the  honour  of  your  letter  of 
the  t)th  irritant,  N.S.  from  the  port  of  Hull,  and  the  Queen 
being  ftill  at  Windfor  Cattle,  I  could  not  anfwer  you 
fooner  than  to-day.  I  difpatch  this  evening  the  Queen's 
orders,  as  well  to  Hull  as  to  Harwich,  to  provide  you  2 
velTel  to  convey  you  to  France  without  delay,  in  cafe  the 
captain  of  the  veiTel,  in  which  vou  came  from  Dantziclc, 
mould  not  like  to  make  this  fhort  trip.  M.  Rofenau 
having  left  this  country  fome  time,  I  return  you  the  letter 
you  fent  me  for  him. 

I  wifh  you,  Sir,  a  fortunate  voyage,  and  I  beg  you  to 
believe  me,  Sec. 

B. 


O03  T§ 
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To  the  Duke  of  Savoy.     (Page  211.) 

My  Lord, 

Whitehall,  December  4th,  O.S.    171a. 

I  OWN  I  am  at  the  fummit  of"  my  wifhes,  fince  your 
Royal  Highnefs  has  condefcended  to  teftify  you  are  con- 
tented with  my  conduct,  and  the  honour  you  have  juft 
conferred  upon  me,  by  your  letter  of  the  1 6th  of  October, 
which  M.  de  Mellarede  gave  me,  would  fatisfy  an  ambi- 
tion much  more  extenfive  than  mine  ;  the  beft  manner  in 
which  I  can  return  fuch  favour  and  goodnefs,  will  be  to 
continue,  with  the  fame  zeal  that  has  hitherto  animated  me 
to  labour  for  the  interefts  of  that  Prince,  who,  of  all  others, 
beft  deferves  to  govern. 

Your  Royal  Highnefs  is,  doubtlefs,  informed,  from  the 
report  of  your  Mini  iter,  how  much  the  Queen  is  difpofed 
to  favour  all  your  pretentions. 

There  is  not,  to  my  knowledge,  a  fingle  proportion, 
among  all  the  reprefentations  of  M.  de  ?vk*Harede,  to 
which  her  Majcfty  has  not  given  her  confent ;  and  I 
have  the  honour  to  ailure  your  Royal  Highnefs,  that  the 
inftru&ions,  as  well  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  as  to  the  Duke 
of  Shrewsbury,  who  is  in  a  few  days  going  to  the  Court 
of  France,  are  conformable  to  your  wifhes,  and  drawn  up 
from  the  memorials  of  your  Minifters. 

I  muft  not  hnifh  this  letter,  without  exprefling,  to  your 
Royal  I  (ighnefs,  the  gratitude  I  feel,  for  your  compliance 
with  my  requeft  to  give  the  Abbey  dc  l'Abondance  to 
the   Abbe   de  Tencin. 

As  the  obligations  I  am  under  to  your  Lordfhip  are  far 
be;,  ond  my  expreilion,  I  will  confine  myfelf  to  aMuring 
your  Royal  Highnefs,  that  my  mofr.  refpe&ful  attachment 
Id  you  fhall  only  ceafe  with  my  life,  and  that  among  thofe 
who  have  the  happinefs  of  being  your  fubjedts,  there  is  no 
one  more  devoted  to  you  than,  &c. 


B. 


From  the  Mar  qui  $  de  Torcy.     (Page  213.) 


Verfaitltt,   December  10th,   1711. 

AFTF.R  having  tired  you,  Sir,  with  one  of  my  letters, 

I  reply  to  that  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  with  your 

own  hand,  and  which  I  received  by  La  Vignc.     You  do 

1  me 
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me  great  pleafure  in  approving  my  impatience  ;  it  would 
have  been  impoflible  for  me  to  correct  it,  though  you  had 
condemned  it,  and  I  fhould  be  very  forry  to  retain  an 
imperfection  with  which  you  would  have  to  reproach  me. 

It  is  a  national  defect  in  France  to  be  eager  and  impa- 
tient, and  when  the  anfwers,  upon  an  affair  of  fuch  import- 
ance, as  that  of  the  peace,  do  not  come  up  to  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  public,  voices,  without  number,  are  raifed 
againft  thofe  whom  they  fuppofe  have  the  conduct  of  the 
bufinefs.  Sometimes  alfo  it  happens,  that  private  intereft 
is  at  the  bottom  of  the  Cenfure  of  the  public,  and  I  do 
afTure  you,  there  are  times  when  the  moft  perfect  Stoic 
would  find  it  difficult  to  preferve  his  equanimity.  In  a 
word,  my  Lord,  if  in  this  country,  we  are  not  obliged  to 
confult  the  minds  of  men,  we  at  leaft  find,  by  daily  ex- 
perience, that  in  fpite  of  national  differences,  all  men  are 
alike  in  their  manner  of  thinking.  1  entreat  you  then, 
never  more  to  condemn  the  impatience  I  may  fhow  to  you, 
though  I  am  convinced  you  will  not  lofe  a  moment  in  the 
final  completion  of  the  work  j  without  your  care,  it  had 
never  been  in  the  ftate  in  which  we  now  fee  it. 

I  hope  the  Earl  of  Strafford  will  difconcert  all  the  in- 
trigues formed  to  prevent  its  conclufion,  and  at  length  will 
e\tinguifh  that  warlike  fpirit  which  pervades  Holland.  It 
feems  they  ftill  flattered  themfelves  with  retaining  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  in  the  intereft  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 
He  was  promifed  a  powerful  and  certain  interceflion,  to 
fecure  the  marriage  of  the  Prince  of  Piedmont  with  the 
eldeft  Archduchefsr  and  as  the  language  varies  according  to 
contingencies,  fo  they  affert,  that  the  Penfionary  would  do 
his  utmoft  that  the  propofal  mould  have  the  fupport  of 
France  and  Great  Britaiu.  You  affure,  me,  Sir,  there  is 
no  occafion  to  attend  to  fuch  projects,  and  I  am  alfo  per- 
fuaded,  the  Duke  of  Savoy  is  too  wife  to  give  credit  to  the 
Imperial MinifterV  infinuations,  though  countenanced  by 
thofe  of  Holland,  and  to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  nlk  «f 
lofing  the  fruits  of  all  her  Majefty's  exertions  in  hi$  fa* 
vour. 

You  know,  Sir,  the  mode  of  retreat  chalked  out  by 
the  Court  of  Vienna  for  M.  de  Staremberg,  and  con- 
fidering  your  (hips  of  war  almoft  as  the  King  of  Perfia, 
they  will  have  him  embark,  with  his  eighteen  thoufand,  on 
board  the  frigates  which  M.  Heimes  is  equipping  at  Am-. 

O04  ftsrdam. 
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fterdam.  The  Duke  of  Savoy  is  already  threatened  with 
the  halt  which  thefe  forces,  coming  from  Catalonia  into 
Italy,  will  make  in  the  Milanefe. 

If  we  confult  the  general  intereft,  juftice,  and  the? 
welfare  of  the  peace,  it  becomes  his  Majefty,  in  concert 
with  the  Queen,  to  take  effectual  meafures  to  free  the 
Princes  of  Italy  from  the  oppreflion  they  labour  under 
from  the  Germans.  In  truth,  the  conduct  of  thofe 
Princes  merits  little  attention  from  France,  but  we  muft 
have  compaffion  on  their  weaknefs,  and  fnatch  them  from 
the  greedy  gripe  of  thofe  who  intend  to  devour  them. 

The  weather  is  fo  tempeftuous  that  I  mall  be  uneafy 
about  Matthew  until  I  fee  him  ;  fince  he  is  not  to  be 
hanged,  I  mould  be  forry  he  were  drowned.  When  his 
Excellency  is  arrived,  we  may  wait  with  more  patience 
the  arrival  of  the  ambaffador  in  the  room  of  the  Duke 
of  Hamilton.  His  death  was  truly  unfortunate  ;  and  it  is 
a  great  advantage  to  a  kingdom  to  be  able  to  curb  the  fury 
of  fuch  combats,  in  which  thofe  perifh,  who,  at  fome  time 
or  other,  may  be  of  fervice  to  the  ftate. 

I  reckon  the  Marquis  de  Monteleon  will  be  immediately 
in  London ;  I  have  been  urgent  with  him  to  fet  off,  be- 
caufe  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  fettle  with  him  the  diffi- 
culties which  my  Lord  Lexington  may  meet  with,  in  treat- 
ing with  the  Spaniards.  Diligence  is  not  the  characteriftic 
of  that  nation,  and  ignorance  frequently  increafes  their 
natural  flownefs.  Monteleon  has  wit,  and  means  well, 
and  I  hope  you  will  find  him  ready  to  accommodate  any- 
thing that  may  have  given  uneafinefs- at  Madrid.  It  re- 
mains for  me  to  thank  you,  my  Lord,  for  the  paragraph  in 
your  letter  refpecting  the  Ducde  St.  Pierre  :  though  I  am 
alive  to  his  intereft,  I  own  I  am  more  fo  to  this  mark  of 
the  honour  of  your  friendfhip,  and  nothing  would  be  more 
pleafing  to  me  than  to  be  able  to  make  known  to  you  what 
I  feel  at  this  frefh  proof  of  it.  The  continuance  of  your 
kind  offices  will  be  very  neceffary  for  the  Duke,  and  to  give 
you  more  particular  information  of  the  juftice  of  his  de- 
mands, permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  fend  you  the  printed  me- 
morial which  1  received  from  him. 

I  executed  your  orders  with  icfpcct  to  the  Duke  d'Au- 
mont,  and  read  to  him  the  paragraph  in  your  letter  which 
relates  to  him.     He  will  foon  have  the  plcafurc  of  thank- 
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ing  you  in  perfon  for  the  intereft  you  have  taken  in  the  fa- 
vour his  Majefty  has  done  him  before  his  departure. 

As  for  myfelf,  Sir,  I  fhall  find  as  n  aiy  charms  in  the 
dark-vifaged  gentleman  as  in  Madame  de  Parabefe,  when 
I  receive  from  him  intelligence  from  you.  1  mould  not 
probably  have  ventured  to  ufe  fo  honourable  a  phrafe,  did 
I  not  fuppofe  him  to  be  now  on  this  fide  of  the  water, 
and,  consequently,  out  of  the  reach  of  my  letter.  1  would 
not  he  mould  have  to  reproach  me  upon  his  arrival,  for  he 
would  find  a  method  to  be  revenged.     I  am,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

Some  days  ago,  I  wrote  to  the  Abbe,  upon  the  fancy 
he  has  got  into  his  head  of  being  a  Bifhop.  Mankind 
often  afk  of  the  Almighty  what  would  be  their  dcftru&ion, 
and  he  rejects  the  prayers  of  thofe  he  loves.  He  who  has 
laboured  fo  hard  for  the  public  quiet,  muft  not  be  left  in  a 
fituation,  where  he  would  be  tormented  all  his  life.  And 
in  truth,  my  Lord,  what  the  Abbe  Gaultier's  friends  ought 
to  wiili,  and  to  fJedl  for  him,  is  a  good  abbey,  the  reve- 
nues of  which  he  may  quietly  receive  and  confume,  with- 
out being  forced  to  trouble  himfelf  with  the  care  of  a  dio- 
cefe,  especially  fuch  a  one  as  Tournay,  where  he  would 
have  to  manage  different  intereits,  and  would  be  always 
liable  to  troubles  without  number  or  end.  The  King  is 
very  well  difpofed  towards  him,  and  he  will  certainly  not 
be  without  a  confiderable  abbey. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  218.) 

Versailles,  December  nth,  1711. 

I  RECEIVE,  Sir,  with  much  pleafure,  the  aflurances 
you  give  me  in  your  letter  of  November  the  21ft,  O.S.  of 
a  fpeedy  conclufion  of  the  peace.  Were  1  not,  as  I  really 
am,  difpofed  to  believe  you,  it  would  not  be  allowable,  I 
think,  to  doubt  the  fuccefs  of  a  negociation  which  the  Kin*- 
and  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  have  equally  promoted  by 
the  fureft  means  to  bring  it  to  a  conclulion. 

I  hope  then,  Sir,  the  rirlt  news  from  Holland,  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  will  inform  us  that  the 
Dutch  have  at  laft  yielded  to  the  Queen's  firmnefs,  and  if 
the  cabal  of  warriors,  induced  that  republic  to  efpoufe  a 

different 
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different  intereft,  nothing  would  be  i'o  efficient  to  bring  the 
Dutch  at  lair,  to  rcafon  and  their  real  intra  ft,  as  the  re- 
folution  of  her  Majefty  to  fign  a  faparate  treaty  with  the 
King  and  the  King  of  Spain,  to  which  fhould  be  admitted 
fuch  of  the  allies  of  her  Britannic  Majefty  as  were  inclined 
to  accede  to  it. 

You  have  reafon  to  believe,  Sir,  that  the  King  is  fatisfied 
with  this  refolution,  and  you  have  feen,  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  negociation,  that  his  Majefty  always 
adted  like  one  convinced  that  the  confequences  would  be 
uch  as  have  occurred,  and  perfectly  anlwering  the  entire 
ibnfidence  he  placed  in  her  Britannic  Majefty. 

The  King  obferves,  with  fatisfaction,  your  account  of 
Mr.  Prior's  general  orders,  refpedling  the  interefts  of  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria.  The  Queen  of  Great  Britain  has  done 
fo  much  for  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  that  (he  can  eafily  fup- 
pofe  how  much  his  Majefty  is  incerefted  for  the  Elector, 
to  procure  him  a  reparation  for  his  lofles.  Let  me,  Sir, 
differ  with  you  in  part  in  what  you  fay  on  the  fubjeft  of 
Tournay,  for  it  is  true,  and  I  can  aflure  you  of  it,  the 
King  would  willingly  have  ceded  that  place  to  augment 
his  remuneration.  If  the  Duke  of  Savoy  confines  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  what  his  Majefty  has  offered  him,  all  difficulties 
upon  the  barrier  demanded  by  that  Prince  on  the  fide  of 
France,  are  removed,  for  nothing  remains  but  the  liberty 
to  fortify ;  and  his  Majefty  will  grant  him  that,  in  confi- 
deration  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  provided  he  en- 
gages at  the  fame  time  to  obferve  the  treaty  of  Turin  in 
1696,  relative  to  Pignerole,  and  to  leave  that  place  inclofed 
only  with  a  wall,  without  ever  rebuilding  the  fortifications. 

You  refer  me  to  what  Mr.  Prior  is  ordered  to  fay,  on 
the  fubjeel  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy ;  on  that  account  I  wait 
to  fpeak  to  him,  as  alfo  to  fettle  with  him  the  two  difficul- 
ties which  you  (till  meet  with  in  the  draughts  of  the  treaties 
drawn  at  Utrecht.  I  hope  he  will  come  well  inftructed 
in  the  Queen's  intentions,  and  that  we  (hall  eafily  hit  upon 
fome  expedient  to  eftablifh  a  perfect  underftanding  between 
the  King's  Plenipotentiaries  and  thofe  of  the  Queen  of 
Great  Britain,  at  the  conferences  of  Utrecht. 

Thus,  Sir,  you  will  have  the  plcafure  to  fee  your  opi- 
nion confirmed,  and  the  day  faft  approaching  when  the 
conclufion  of  a  good  peace  will  give  happinefs  to  fo  many 
nations. 

As 
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As  in  the  mean  time  we  muft  carefully  guard  againft 
any  act  of  hoftility  that  may  happen  between  thofe  who, 
for  four  months,  have  not  looked  upon  each  other  as  ene- 
mies, the  King  thinks  there  is  not  a  moment  to  be  lott,  in 
publifhing  his  orders  to  prolong  the  fufpenfion  of  arms, 
which  expires,  as  you  know,  Sir,  the  22d  inftant  ;  I 
fend  you  the  draught  of  this  ordinance,  and  I  can  receive 
your  anfwer  by  the  mcfTenger,  whom  1  difpatch  to  you, 
before  the  time  expires.  I  therefore  beg  you  will  let  me 
know,  if  this  draught  is  conformable  to  the  Queen's  fen- 
timents,  and  her  Britannic  Majefty  will  iflue  a  like  procla- 
mation. According  to  form,  it  mould  be  preceded  by  an 
agreement  figned  in  the  name,  and  by  virtue  of  power  from 
the  King  and  from  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain.  If  the 
Duke  d'Aumont  were  now  in  London,  he  might  lign 
this  agreement  with  you,  or  I  might  fign  it  with  Mr. 
Prior  if  he  were  here  ;  but  the  ordinance  and  the  procla- 
mation will  fuppofe  the  thing  done,  and  the  eflential 
point  is  to  make  known  their  Majefties'  pleafure,  with  re- 
IpctSt  to  the  continuation  of  the  fufpenfion. 

The  fufpenfion  may  alfo  be  figned  at  Utrecht  by  the 
Plenipotentiaries.  The  King  fends  orders  accordingly, 
and  the  bufincfs  will  be  foon  concluded,  if  the  Queen's 
Minifters  have  fimikir  orders.  However,  to  avoid  e\ 
inconvenience  at  fea,  the  King  lends  intelligence  to  all  the 
ports,  that  the  fufpenfion  will  be  prolonged:  and  thefe,  bir, 
are  all  the  precautions  that  can  be  taken. 

The  Duke  d'Aumont  has  taken  leave  of  the  King  ; 
he  leaves  Paris  on  Thurfday  next,  and  as  he  hopes  the 
Queen  will  fend  one  of  her  yatchs  to  Calais,  he  will  dif- 
patch a  melfenger  to  inform  you  exactly  of  the  day  he  may 
be  there. 

The  King  was  very  forry  to  hear  the  unhappy  accident 
of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  :  his  fucceflbr  to  this  Court  i> 
named,  but  with  no  certainty.  His  Majefty  is  fully  pcr- 
fuaded,  that  a  perfon,  appointed  by  the  Queen,  will  have 
nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  ftrengthen  that  good  under - 
ftanding  and  union  which  an  advantageous  peace  will  foon 
reftore.     I  am,  &:c. 

De  Torcy. 


From 
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From  the  Marquis  de  Tony.     (Page  273.) 
Sir, 

Verfailles,  December  14th,  1712. 
BY  the  exprefs  meffenger  I  received  the  honour  of  youi' 
letter  of  the  26th  November,  O.S.  with  two  copies  of  the 
a<5t,  fignc.I  by  you,  to  prolong  the  fufpenfion  of  arms  for 
four  months.  I  have  figned  it  by  the  King's  order,  and 
his  Majefty  has  commanded  me  to  return  you  one  of  the 
duplicates,  as  I  do,  by  the  fame  meffenger.  The  publi- 
cation will  ferve  for  a  ratification,  therefore  I  think  it  ufe- 
lefs  for  either  tide  to  execute  one.  I  alfo  hope  that  a  good 
peace  will  foon  do  away  the  necelllty  of  fuch  a£ls,  and  as 
the  Earl  of  Strafford  is  arrived  at  Utrecht,  there  is  no  rea- 
fon  to  doubt  we  lhall  immediately  fee  the  effect  of  his  de- 
clarations, made  by  order  of  the  Queen. 

According  to  your  defue,  I  fend  you.  copies  of  the 
renunciations  made  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  by  the  Dukes 
of  Berry  and  Orleans,  the  draughts  were  drawn  at  Ma- 
drid, and  as  they  had  been  communicated  to  Lord  Lexing- 
ton, I  fuppofed  he  had  fent  them  to  her  Britannic  Majefty. 
You  will  find  the  terms  not  lefs  ftrong  than  thofe  in  the 
King  of  Spain's  renunciation,  and  the  fame  expreflions 
ufed  in  the  places  where  they  were  neceflary. 

The  only  act:  now  remaining  to  be  done,  is  the  King's 
letters-patent  to  the  Parliaments,  to  regifter  the  King  of 
Spain's  renunciations.  As  it  fcems  neceflary  to  wait  till  the 
arrival  of  fome  perfon  in  behalf  of  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain,  before  thefe  letters  are  expedited,  I  will  alfo  fend 
you  a  copy  of  it,  as  foon  as  Mr.  Prior  arrives,  if,  as  I  be-> 
Jieve,  he  precedes  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury. 

The  Queen  could  not  have  felected  an  ambafTador  more 
diftinguifhed  by  his  rank  and  perfonal  qualities,  and  the 
nomination  is  lo  much  more  agreeable  to  the  King,  as 
his  Majefty  knows  he  has  a  perfect  knowledge  of  every 
thing  that  has  occurred,  during  the  courfe  of  the  negocia- 
tion,  the  final  fettlcmcnt  of  which  1  hope  wc  (hall  foon  fee. 
I  am,  &c. 

De  Torcv. 


Ti 
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To  the  Marquis  de  Tony.     (Page  225.) 

S  I  R, 

Whitehall,  December  13th,  1712. 

THE  Abbe  Gaultier's  meflenger  having  brought  me 
the  act  to  prolong  the  fufpenfion  oi  arms,  it  has  been,  by 
order  of  the  Queen  in  council,  and  without  ljfs  of  time, 
publifhed,  according  to  our  forms. 

Matthew  muft  now  be  with  you  ;  the  Duke  of  Shrewf- 
bury  embarks  to-morrow,  and  the  Abbe  Gaultier  dies  him- 
felf  the  h  jnour  to  write  to  you,  upon  two  articles  touched 
upon  in  one  of  your  letters,  and  which  require  an  expla- 
ji.au  .1 ;  fo  that  I  fhoul  1  be  very  unreafonable  if  i  abufed 
your  patipnee  by  the  length  of  this  letter. 

Tl  M  quis  d~-  Monteleon  fully  anfwers  the  character 
you  g.  vc  me  of  him  ;  he  feems  difpofed  to  avoid  delays, 
which,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  wuuld  be  dangerous.  I  hope 
in  few  days  to  receive  letters  from  the  Queen's  Commiilary, 
lent  fome  time  ago  to  explain  with  the  Spanifh  Miniflers, 
certain  articles  refpeiting  commerce;  and  I  am  perfuaded, 
that  in  two  conferences  with  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury, 
you  will  remove  all  other  obftacles  to  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace,  winch,  thank  God !  are  very  few,  and  not  of  the 
Jaft  importan. 

I  did  rryfelf  the  honour  to  write  to  the  Duke  de  St, 
Pierre,  and  I  flatter  myfelf  you  are  convinced  I  will  omit 
nothing,  on  my  part,  to  advance  his  intereft  ;  it  is  fufficient 
to  know  he  is  related  to  you,  to  fecure  my  devotion  to  his 
fervice. 

I  own,  Sir,  I  am  entirely  of  opinion  with  you,  in  regard 
to  the  Abbe  Gaultier,  who  is  very  fortunate  in  having  ycu 
for  his  patron. 

Amid  the>  joy  which  every  honeft  man  muft  feel  at  the 
approach  of  peace,  1  have  the  mortification  to  think,  that  I 
fhall  rarely  have  a  presence  to  write  to  you  ;  yet  do  not 
forget  me,  Sir,  but  prtferve  a  portion  of  friendfhip  for  z 
man,  who  has  the  hight  ft  eileem  and  friendfijip  for  you, 
and  who  will  be  all  his  lite,  Sic, 


To 
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71?  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  227.) 

Sir, 

Whitehall,  December  1 6th,  O.S.  1711. 
AS  Baron  de  Walef  perfifts  in  his  defign  of  going  to 
France,  I  could  not  excufe  myfelf  writing  to  you  this 
letter,  to  allure  you  he  is  an  officer  of  diftinguifhed  merit. 
I  will  add,  he  is  much  my  friend,  and  I  mould  be  rejoiced 
to  learn  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  have  you  for  his  pro- 
tector.    I  am,  &c. 


B. 


Note.      (Page  233.) 


Monfuur  de  Torcy' s  Anfwer. 


THE  King  will  give  the 
Duke  of  Loraine  the  places 
of  which  his  Majefty  was  put 
into  poffeflion,  for  conveni- 
ence, and  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  frontier  of  his  kingdom, 
during  the  prcfent  war. 

His  Majefty  will  execute 
thofe  conditions  of  the  treaty 
of  Ryfwick,  which  relate  to 
that  Prince. 

He  may  prefent  memorials 
to  the  King,  by  h  s  Envoy 
here,  or  to  his  Majeiry's  Ple- 
nipotentiaries at  Utrecht. 


Verf..u!-$,  Dec.  iflth,   1711. 


The  Duke  of  Loraine  has  re~ 
prefented  to  the  Queen  of 
Great  Britain^ 

THAT  he  has  a  right  to 
re-enter  the  diftri&s  of  Lo- 
raine, which  France  has,  for 
her  private  convenience,  oc- 
cupied, on  account  of  the  war. 
Alfo, 

To  recover  poffeffion  of 
the  places  which  Ihould  bere- 
ftored  to  him  purfuant  to  the 
treaty  of  Ryfwic. 

The  particulars  of  the 
Duke  of  Loraine's  preten- 
fions  ought  to  be  fettled  at 
the  general  conferences  at 
Utrecht  ;  her  Majefty  of 
Grea  Britain  expects,  in  the 
mean  time,  that  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries of  his  Moft  Chris- 
tian Aiajefty,  are  provided 
with  orders  favourable  to  the 
juft  demands  of  this  Prince, 
which  (he  has  reafon  to  hope 
from  the  equity  and  generofity 
of  his  Moft  Chriftiaii  Majefty. 
Fropo- 
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Proposition.       (Page  238.) 

THAT  the  ifland  of  Caps  Breton  lull  remain  to  hi« 
Majefty,  with  liberty  to  fortify  it.  I*hat  the  province  of 
Acadia,  with  all  the  rights  an  1  prerogatives  enjoyed  by  the 
French,  (hall  be  ceded  by  his  VI  j  dry  to  the  Queen  of 
Great  Britain,  together  with  I  »undland, 

and  the  adjacent  ifl  mds.  It  being  well  underftood,  that 
the  French  (hall  have  and  preferve  the  right  of  nthing,  and 
of  drying  their  fifh,  on  the  coatr.  of  the  (aid  iflaid  of  New- 
foundland, from  Cape  Bonavifta,  proceeding  northwards, 
to  Point  Rich. 

That  ail  the  iflands  fituated  at  the  entrance  of  the  river, 
and  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  {hall  belong  to  the 
King. 

Note.      (Page    240.) 


Anjwer  to  Mr.  Prior's  Me- 
morial, received  iqtb  De- 
cember,  1 7 12. 

NATIONS  infriendfhip 
are  treated  in  France  as  to 
duties  on  merchandifes  im- 
ported,as  the  King's  lubj 
it  is  not  fo  in  England,  whole 
(ubjects  are  treuied  differently 
from  ftrangcrs. 

It  is  nropofed  to  treat  the 
French  in  England)  as  the 
Engliih  are  treated  in  France; 
this  bafts  is  good,  it  fuppofes 
an  equality  neceflary  to  re- 
ft ore  a  commerce,  that  has 
been  interrupted  between  the 
two  nations  lince  1667.  Bat 
the  confequence  does  not  an- 
fwer  the  principle  laid  down  ; 
it  is  defired  that  the  Engliih 
rnay  enjoy  in  France,  the 
tariff 


Mr.  Prior' $  Memorial,  21/7 
December^   1 7  12. 

(1)  IT  is  propofd  that 
th  I.  i_  i.h  wnh  refpeel  o 
du;ies  in  France,  iho  Id  be 
treated  as  amiciffima  gem^zxA 
that  the  French  fliould- be 
treated  in  England  in  Jie 
manner. 

(2  For  this  purpoie,  all 
genera!  prouibitions  againft 
the  entry  of  merch.ind.le  mall 
be  annul  ed  on  bo.h  nd.s; 
and  as  the  Engliih,  by 
means,  will  enjoy  the  tariff 
ofi664as  the  Dutch  n.^w  do, 
we  will  endeavour  tofcttle 
and  regulate  affairs  of  co  n- 
merce  as  foon  as  the  Parlia- 
ment meets,  fo  that  the  con- 
ditions be  equal  on  both  fides, 
(30  That 
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tariff  of  1664,  that  all  pro- 
hibitions and  decree:,  which 
have  laid  duties  different  to 
that  tariff,  be  annulled  ;  and 
for  an  advantage  fo  great  and 
fo  certain,  endeavours  (hall  be* 
made  to  acljuft  affairs  of  com- 
merce, as  foon  as  the  Parlia- 
ment meets,  fo  as  the  condi- 
tions be  equal  on  both  fides. 
If  this  article  were  granted, 
the  Englifh  have  all  they  de- 
manded, and  yet  we  mult 
wait  for  the  difcuffion  of  the 
Parliament  of  England,which 
we  have  no  reafon  to  fuppofe 
is  very  favourable  to  the  com- 
merce of  France. 

The  negociation  commenc- 
ed upon  the  bafis  that  we 
fhould  agree  for  all  the  pro- 
ductions, whether  of  nature 
or  art,  which  conftitute  the 
trade  refpectively  between 
France  and  England;  and 
upon  the  duties  they  mould 
pay,  upon  being  imported  into 
either  kingdom,  as  fairly  as 
can  be,  as  the  welfare  of 
the  commerce  of  the  two 
countries  demands,  which 
fuppofjs  a  difcuffion  in  detail, 
carried  on  by  flatements  that 
have  been  made,  and  might 
.be  communicated,  if  England 
would  do  the  fame. 

The  fitppreffionof  the  duty  (3)  That  the  import  of  c0 
of  50  per  ton  will  create  no  per  "ton,  on  Englifh  fhjps 
difficulty  at  the  fame  time  as  c.mymg  merchandise  to 
the  duty  of  five  /hillings  is  France,  as  alfo  that  of  five 
fuppreflfed  in  England.  {hillings     ftcrling     laid     on 

Obferve,  Frcnch, 
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Obferve,  Englifh  fhips 
muft  not  trade  from  port  to 
port  in  this  kingdom. 

By  article  13,  in  the  pro- 
ject of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce, given  in  by  the  Eng- 
*  lifh  Plenipotentiaries  at  U- 
trecht,  the  fame  liberty  was 
demanded  for  the  fale  of  to- 
bacco; but,  upon  the  ob- 
fervations  made  on  that  pro- 
ject, the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
England  having  given  in  a 
fecond  project,  they  altered 
the  nth  article  of  this  lair, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  in 
France,  with  refpect  to  to- 
bacco, the  Englifh  fhould 
be  treated  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  King's  fubjects  ; 
from  which  we  fuppofed  this 
difficulty  removed. 

This  article  is  already 
grajated. 


The  fame  thing  had  been 
demanded  by  the  firft  pro- 
ject, article  17,  but  from  the 
obfervations  then  made,  it 
was  not  mentioned  in  the 
fecond,  therefore  this  diffi- 
culty was  fuppofed  to  be  at 
an  end. 

If  another  difcuffion  is  re- 
quired, we  may  review  the 
remarks  on  the  firft  project, 
which  are  too  long  for  in- 
fertion  in  this  memorial. 

Vol.  IJL 


French  {hips  in  England,  be 
entirely  taken  off  and  abo- 
lished on  both  fides. 

(4)  As  tobacco  is  farm- 
ed in  France,  and  the  Eng 
lilh  merchants  cannot  fell  it 
to  other  than  the  CommifTa- 
ries  appointed  by  the  Farm 
ers  of  tobacco,  which  does 
great  injury  to  the  Englifh, 
entirely  preventing  all  free- 
dom of  commerce  in  this 
refpect,  it  is  expefted  that 
the  French  will  devife  the 
means  to  foften  this  inequa- 
lity in  commerce. 


(5)  That  the  fubj e£ls  of 
her  Britannic  Majefty  who 
are  now  fettled,  or  may  here- 
after fettle  in  France,  (hall 
be  exempt  from  the  right 
d'Aubaine,  and  be  fuffered 
to  difpofe  of  their  effects  by 
will,  gift,  or  otherwife. 

(6)  As  it  is  ufual  in  Eng- 
land for  French  merchants 
who  bring  thither  merchan- 
d'tfe,  after  raving  made  their 
report  at  the  Cuftom-houfe 
of  the  cargo  in  their  vefTels, 
in  cafe  there  are  more  bales 
or  tons  of  merchandife  than 
were  reported,  they  are  per- 
mitted to  make  a  lupple- 
mentary  report,  generally 
called  a  poft-entry ;  it  is  re- 
quired that  Englifh  mer- 
chants carrying  merchandife 
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According  to  the  tariff  of 
1664,  packages,  wrappers, 
cafes,  Sic.  are  <ieducr.ed  up- 
on drugs  and  grocery  only. 

With  regard  to  duties 
for  merchandife  wafted  or 
fpoiled,  it  is  fettled  in  a 
friendly  manner,  between  the 
King's  farmers  and  the  mer- 
chants :  there  has  never  been 
any  regulation  with  refpe£t 
to  this. 

A  general  and  cuftomary 
article  in  commercial  trea- 
ties. 


to  France,  do  enjoy  a  Wke 
privilege 

(7)  It  is  alfo  required, 
that  the  drawback  granted 
for  me;  chanuifefpo :led,pack-* 
ages,  Sic.  called  tare,  mould 
alfo  be  granted  upon  an  equal 
foot  by  both  parties. 


Note 

Statement  of  the  Wares 

Almonds. 

Anchovies. 

Filberts. 

Walnut-tree  logs. 

Ditto  planks  and  tables. 

Pitch. 

Large  capers. 

Small  ditto. 

Chefnuts. 

Thirties. 

Hungary-water. 

Brandy. 

Figs. 

;iots. 
Oil  of  olives. 

Jet. 

Cork. 
I Juncy. 


(8)  And,  in  general,  that 
the  fubje&s  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  thofe  of  France, 
may  enjoy  a  reciprocal  free- 
dom with  refpecl:  to  trade, 
and  that  both  parties  do  en- 
deavour to  open  and  facili- 
tate it  by  the  beft  means  that 
can  be  ufed. 

,   (Page  246.) 

and  Produclkns  of  the  Kingdom, 

Olives. 

Crayons. 

Goat-fkins. 

Stone  in  fquares. 

Mill-ftones. 

Plafter-of- Paris. 

Feathers  for  beds. 

Pears. 

Apples  in  forts. 

Hair-powder. 

Plums  in  forts. 

Dried  railing. 

Rofm. 

Saffron. 

Soap. 

Salt. 

Wine,  red  &  white 

Vinegar. 

Statement 
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Statement  of  the  Manufaclures  of  France. 

Cloth  of  fine  wool,  for  women,  of  all  colours* 

Ditto  ordinary- 
Cloth  of  fine  wool,  for  men,  of  all  colours. 

Ditto  ordinary. 

Buckrams. 

Gold  and  filver  buttons,  fine  wire,  of  the  large  fort. 

J}itto  of  the  fmall  fort. 

Gold  and  filver  buttons,  wire-drawn  on  fillc,  forted  half 
larpe  and  half  fmall. 

Buttons  of  fine  filver,  or  filver  gilt,  maffive  and  plated 
on  wood-moulds. 

Buttons  of  the  fmall  fort. 

.Brocades,  ground  of  gold  and  fine  filver. 

Brocades,  upon  damafk  taffety  or  fatin,  ornaments  and 
flowers  raifed  of  fine  filver. 

Brocades,  of  gold  and  fine  filver  ground,  glazed,  with- 
out any  flowers  or  ornaments  of  coloured  fillc. 

Brocades,  ftrong,  of  pure  fillc  ground,  fatin  damafk. 
or  taffetas,  worked  with  coloured  flowers,  no  gold  or 
filver. 

Brocades,  fmaller,  of  pure  filk,  fatin  damafk  or  taffety 
ground,  with  flowers  of  different  colours. 

Serges,  wide  and  narrow* 

Playing  cards. 

Beaver  hats. 

Woollen  hats  of  all  forts. 

White  laces'  in  forts,  fafhion  of  Puy  d'Auvergne  and 
Normandy,  and  other  provinces. 

Druggets  fhorn,  eflamines,  ras  de  maroc  de  barriere  de 
caftor,  Mount  Cayards  and  Dauphiny,  of  wool  only,  and 
mixed  with  filk. 

Druggets  and  pluftlcs,  of  gold  or  fine  filk  thread,  of 
hemp,  of  flax,  and  of  all  colours. 

Fine  gold  thread. 

Ditto  filver. 

Galoons,  fringes,  and  laces  of  (ham  gold,  thread«d  on  filk. 

Ditto  of  fham  filver. 

Simple  gau/.es,  plain  or  ftriped. 

Ditto  with  flowers,  worked  with  filk  or  wool. 

Damaffien  eauzes. 

Jet,  in  different  pietes  of  work. 

French  piaffes,  Venice  pattern. 

P  p  2  Small 
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Small  Wares. 

Bridles,  buckles  and  buttons,  of  copper  or  metal,  plain 
and  worked,  gilt  or  not  gilt ;  buttons  of  filk,  or  filk  and 
hair,  or  hair  only ;  curry-combs  ;  ftirrups  ;  leather  gloves 
of  all  forts,  for  man  or  woman,  plain  or  ornamented,  of 
leather  or  taffety ;  pins ;  needles ;  etuis  for  the  pocket  j 
patch  and  muff  boxes,  of  ivory,  horn,  or  wood,  plain, 
engraved,  carved,  or  ornamented  with  gold  or  filk  ;  fwords, 
mounted,  with  guard  and  handle  of  any  metal ;  fpec- 
tacles  of  all  forts  ;  whips ;  works  of  copper,  engraved  or 
embofTed,  gilt  or  not  gilt  5  combs,  of  fhell,  ivory,  horn, 
or  wood ;  fteel  works,  polifhed  or  gilt,  and  all  forts  of 
other  fmall  pieces  of  workmanfhip  for  the  pocket. 
Mohair  of  gold  and  filver. 
Ditto  of  filk. 

Gold  and  fine  filver,  threaded  on  filk,  of  all  qualities. 
Paper. 

Perukes,  white,  chefnut,  and  black. 
Cutlery,    fine,  as    knives,    fciflars,  razors,    furgeons' 
and   watchmakers'  inftruments,   and  other  works. 

Silk  ribbons,  with  flowers  or  {tripes  of  gold  and  filver, 
from  the  narroweft  to  the  breadth  of  four  inches. 

Ribbons,  wove  with  gold  or  fine  filver,  from  the  breadth 
of  one  inch  to  four. 

Serges  of  Nifmes  and  Ufez. 

Taffetas,  plain,  ftriped,  clouded,  fhot,   changing  to  all 
colours. 

Tapeftry,  Bergame,  or  druggets  of  Rouen,  of  thread, 
wool,  or  filk. 

Linens,  white,  fine,  and   ftrong,  from  Normandy  and 
Laval.   • 

Linens,  common,  of  Normandy ;  cloths  of  thread  and 
cotton,  in  fquares ;   royal  cloths  for  fails. 

Cloths,  white,  called  quintens,  or  narrow  bretagnes. 
Cloths,  white,  of  Morlaix,  called  narrow  ccrues. 
Ditto     ditto     wide  ditto. 

Cloths,  white,   worked   for  napkins^  flight  cloths  dt 
cholt. 

Unbleached  hempen  cloths,  of  one-third,  three-fourths, 
one-half,  and  ell  wide,  one  with  the  other. 
Cambrics. 

(ilaflcs,  and  all  forts  of  glafs-work,  except  glaffes  of  the 
Venice  falhion. 

Not/- 
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Note.     (Page  252.) 

(9)   Copy  of  the  Duke  of  Loraine's  letter. 

December  i6th,  1712. 
I  AM  very  forry,  Sir,  that  your  ilb.efs  prevents  my  fee- 
ing you,  but  I  hope  in  a  little  time  you  will  be  well. 
Sautez  yefterday  gave  me  an  -.xcount  of  what  you  faid  to 
him  concerning  the  bufinefs  I  had  entrufted  to  him  ;  and, 
that  you  may  give  a  ftill  better  account,  I  fend  you  the  in- 
clofed  fhort  memorial ;  by  the  bad  manner  in  which  it  is 
drawn  up,  you  know  it  ro  be  my  ftyle.  1  hope  the  King 
will  find  i  had  reafon  to  do  as  I  did,  unlefs  I  had  entangled 
myfelf  in  an  aukward  bufinefs ;  on  that  account,  I  beg  you 
to  recollect  you  told  me,  Sir,  the  King  wifhed  that  affair 
(hould  be  managed  by  the  general  confent  of  the  allies,  for 
the  greater  fecurity;  that  the  fteps  taken  by  me  at  the 
Court  of  Vienna  were  only  offic'xum  boni  vtrt,  and  there- 
fore it  was  not  juft  to  implicate  me  in  the  difcuffion.  I 
flatter  myfelf  the  King  will  aifeut  to  my  reafons,  and  will 
be  convinced  that  my  application  was  folely  to  pleafe  his 
Majefty,  and  to  make  known  my  refpecliul  attachment  to 
him.  I  mould  be  miferable,  Si*j  if  I  were  miftaken,  or 
I  mould  give  offence,  when  it  was  out  of  my  power 
to  a<St  other  wife.     I  am,  &c. 

(10)  M.  d'Audfiret  will  recoiled},  that  when  he 
came  here  from  the  King  his  mafter,  to  fignify  to  me  his 
Majeffy's  wi(hes,  that  I  mould  exert  my  good  offices 
with  the  allies,  to  procure  the  neceffary  fecurity  within  my 
dominions  for  the  Chevalier  St.  George,  againft  the  in- 
curfions  of  the  troops  of  the  fame  allies,  I  told  him,  at  that 
time,  I  thought,  that  as,  by  my  advice,  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain  had  already  granted  her  paflport  to  the  faid  Cheva- 
lier, he  had  only  to  demand  one  of  the  Emperor  and  of 
the  Dutch  ;  and  I  added,  it  was  proper  to  begin  by  aflc- 
ing  one  of  the  Emperor,  becaufe  1  was  perfuaded,  that 
if  he  granted  it,  the  Dutch  would  be  lefs  difficult,  and 
propofing  firft  to  Holland  an  affair  of  fuch  confequence, 
which  muft  pafs  through  the  refolutions  of  all  the  pro- 
vinces, would  be  productive  of  delay,  and  probably  great 
difficulty. 

Monfieur  d'Audifret  appeared  to  approve  of  my  plan, 
and  I  loft  not  a  moment  in  writing  to  my  Envoy  at  Vi- 

P  p  3  enna, 
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cnna,  whofe  illnefs  has  prevented  my  having  an   anfwer 
fooner. 

Upon  my  application,  the  Emperor  fent  me  a  copy  of 
the  pafs  he  intended  to  give,  with  a  letter,  of  which  I 
fubjoin  the  tranflation ;  in  both  thefe  Monfieur  d'Audifret 
will  find  paflages  under-marked,  to  which  I  beg  his  atten- 
tion when  he  gives  an  account  to  the  Court. 

(11)     "Tr (inflation    of   the  Emperors   letter  to   his   Royal 
Highnefs. 
Your  Refident,  Valentini,  has,  on  your  part,  humbly 
requefted,  that  the  neceflary  orders  may  be  given,  to  the 
end  that  the  perfon  called  the  Chevalier  St.  George,  who 
is  t©  remove  to  your  dominions,  may  remain  there  fecure 
from  my  troops  and  thofe  of  the  allies  ;  and  though  I  am 
happy  to  (how,   on  all  occafions,  my  rcadinefs  to  grant 
your  requefts,  and  though  I  know  full  well  the  reafons 
why  you  could  not  refufe  the  intimation  given  you  upon 
this  affair,    and  though    I  myfelf  lament  the  unfortunate 
situation  of  the  Chevalier,  yet  from  circumftances  worthy 
of  rerkcuon,  and  which  may  be  eafily  imagined,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  grant  him  the  paflport  required  in  its  full  ex- 
tent; therefore  I   can  only  give  it  conditionally,  that  you 
take  great  care  that  a  proper  nfe  be  made  of  it,  without  pre- 
judice  to  the  common  cauje;  jailing   in  which,  you  will  he 
refponfakle  to  me,  to  the  empire,  and  to  the  reft  of  the  allies. 
Upon  perufal  of  the  draught  of  the  paflport  and  of  the 
letter,  I  hope,  from  the  account  Monfieur  d'Audifret  will 
give,  the  King    will    be    convinced   of   the  care  I   have 
taken  to  fucceed  in  what  his  Majefty  defircd  of  me;  will 
obferve   my  inclination    to    please    his   Majefty,  not  only 
on  this  occafion,  but  in  all  others  that  have  occurred,  and 
may  occur  in  future ;  but   the  two  marked  paflages  in  the 
pafs,  and  in  the  Emperor's  letter,  have  obliged  me,  and  I 
loft  no  time,  to  remonftrate  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  that 
I  and  my  dominions  being  neutral,  I  could  not  be  clogged 
with  fuch  conditions  ;  that  1  looked  upon  them  as  terms 
of  the  Chancery;  that  I  hoped  the  Emperor  would  grant 
me  the  favour,  without  thefe  rdhi&ions,  which  I  could 
by  no  means  admit.     I  expect  an  anfwer  in  eight  or  ten 
days  at  lateft,  unlefs  the  relapfe  of  my  Envoy  retards  it ; 
•and  as  foon  as  it  comes  to  hand,  Alonficur  d'Audifret  ihall 
be  informed  of  it. 
J  hope  the  King  will  find  that  I  have  a&ed  properly 

upon 
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upon  this  occafion,  and  that  being,  as  I  faid,  neutral,  I  could 
not  in  any  fhape  take  fuch  engagements  upon  me:  I  flat- 
ter myfelf  that  in  this  juncture,  as  iti  all  others,  his  Ma- 
jefty  will  fee  that  my  fole  attention  is  to  (how  my  at- 
tachment to  him,  and  my  very  f.ncere  wifhes  to  give  him 
pleafure  in  every  thing  dependent  upon  me. 

If,  during  this  interval,  it  fhould  be  thought  proper 
for  me  to  ftir  on  the  fide  of  Holland,  I  will  do  lit  with 
pleafure ;  and  if  Monfieur  d'Audifret  wifhes  to  ftop  for 
orders  from  Court,  I  will  not  proceed  till  they  arrive ;  but 
if  he  thinks  I  can,  in  the  mean  time,  make  fome  progrefs, 
he  has  only  to  inform  me,  and  I  (hall  always  be  ready  to 
execute  what  he  may  advife  upon  this  fubject. 

Note.     (Page  262.) 

(4)  Article  propofed  about  the  tarif  of  1664,  received  from 

Monfieur  de  Torcy,  'jth  "January,   17 13. 

THE  articles,  reflecting  the  liberty,  which  the  fub- 
jects  of  both  nations  (hail  have,  and  ought  to  have,  to 
trade,  Sec.  (hall  be  exprefTed  in  general  terms ;  and  if,  in 
the  difcuflion  of  them,  any  exception  is  made,  it  flaall  be 
fettled,  without  lofs  of  time,  either  with  the  Duke  of 
Shrewfbury,  Mr.  Prior,  or,  at  Utrecht,  with  the  Pleni- 
potentiaries of  France  and  Great  Britain. 

Whehevei  an  ad  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  is  paffed,  to 
reduce  the  duties  on  wares  of  the  growth  and  ma  afacture 
of  France,  to  the  fame  proportion  as  thofe  laid  in  France 
upon  the  wares  of  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  G  eat 
Britain,  according  to  the  tariff  of  1664,  the  fubjedts  of 
Great  Britain  (hall  then  enjoy  the  faid  tariff  in  France. 

Note,     (Page  262.) 

(5)  Received  from    Monfieur  de    Torcyy    ytb    January^ 

i 7 12-13. 

Memorial  for  Mr.  Prior, 

BY  article  4,  in  the  plan  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  fent  to  Utrecht,  in  the  month  of  Auguft 
laft,  it  is  faid,  Ille  qui  Regis  Magna  Britannia  titulum 
aflitmpfit)  &c. 

At  prelent  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain  wi(h 

to  alter  that  expreffion,  which  they  agreed  to,  and  to  fub- 

ftitute  the  following  terms,  qui  Regis  Magna  Britannia 
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nomen  ufurpavity  or  ftbi  arrcgavit,  terms  which  add  no 
force  to  the  engagement  the  King  takes  upon  himfelf  by 
this  article,  in  regard  to  the  fucceffion,  as  fettled  by  Par- 
liament. 

Upon  article  8,  it  has  always  been  obferved,  that  it  is 
nccefiary  to  diflinguifh  two  different  kinds  of  fluices  at 
Dunkirk — one  ferving  to  cleanfe  the  harbour,  the  other 
to  give  vent  to  the  waters  which  otherwife  would  drown 
the  country. 

There  is  no  difficulty  about  defrroying  the  firfr,  as  being 
part  of  the  fortifications ;  but  as  to  the  others,  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  them  would  be  the  ruin  of  the  furrounding  coun- 
try, without  producing  any  advantage  to  England :  Lord 
Bolingbroke  informed  himfelf  of  the  truth  of  this,  in 
paffing  through  Dunkirk,  on  his  return  to  London;  and 
on  his  report  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  we  doubt  not 
the  difficulty,  in  this  article,    is  already  removed. 

The  9th  article  of  the  plan  imports,  that  the  King  fhall 
give  up  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  Hudfon's  Bay, 
&c.  in  the  manner  they  are  now  poffefTed  by  the  King  and 
the  French. 

The  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain  infift  that  it 
fhall  be  exprefTed,  that  France  (hall  re/lore,  not  only  what 
has  been  taken  from  the  Englijh,  but,  alfo  all  that  England 
has  ever  pojfejfed  in  that  quarter.  This  new  claufe  differs 
from  the  plan,  and  would  be  a  fource  of  perpetual  difficul- 
ties j  but  to  avoid  them,  the  King  has  fent  to  his  Pleni- 
potentiaries the  fame  map  of  North  America,  as  had  been 
furnifhed  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain.  His 
Majefty  has  caufed  to  be  drawn  upon  this  map,  a  line 
which  defcribes  the  boundaries,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  he  has 
reafon  to  believe  they  may  cafily  agree  this  point  on  both 
fides. 

If,  however,  there  fhould  be  any  obftacle  which  the 
Plenipotentiaries  cannot  remove,  the  decifion  muff  be  re- 
ferred to  Commiffaries,  to  be  named  for  the  adjyftment  of 
the  boundaries  in  America.  The  fame  article  fays,  that  the 
King's  fuhjeefs  fhall  beat  liberty  to  depart  from  their  lands, 
in  places  ceded  by  his  Majcfty  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  cany  with  them  their  goods  and  moveables,  and  to 
go  wherever  they  pleafe,  by  fea  or  by  land.  The  Plenipo- 
tentiaries of  France  have  alfo  red  rved  to  them,  the  right 
of  difpofing  of  their  immoveable  effects  in  the  fpace  of 
three  years.  \ 

The 
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The  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain  difpute  the  term 
of  three  years,  and  wifh  to  confine  it  to  one.  They  alfo 
pretend  to  make  a  diftinction  between  places  ceded  and 
places  which  they  call  reftored.  They  agree  to  let  the 
French  have  the  term  of  one  year,  to  difpofe  of  their  im- 
movables in  places  ceded,  but  they  contend  they  ought  not 
to  have  the  fame  liberty  in  places  reftored.  Under  the 
name  of  olaces  ceded,  they  include  Acadia,  and  the  ifland 
of  St.  Chriftopher.  Under  the  name  of  places  reftored, 
Hudfon's  Bay  and  Strait,  and  the  Ifland  of  Newfoundland. 
To  remove  this  difficulty,  the  term  may  be  fixed  to  two 
years,  or  eighteen  months,  and  the  French,  eftabliflied  there, 
may  have  an  equal  liberty  of  difpofing  of  their  immoveables 
within  that  term,  as  well  in  places  yielded  as  in  places  re- 
ftored. 

Upon  article  10,  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  France  demand, 
that  the  En^lifh,  obtaining  the  right  to  prefer  their  com- 
plaints of  lofs  fuftained  in  Hudfon's  Bay  before  the  Com- 
mifTaries,  the  King's  fubjedrs  fhould  have  the  fame  right 
with  regard  to  the  bufinefs  at  Nevis  and  Gambia. 

This  mutuality,  which  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great 
Britain  have  not  yet  been  willing  to  grant,  feems  juft  : 
the  Englifh  (hall  have  the  fame  liberty  to  reprefent  their 
loiTes  laft  year  at  Montferrat,  and  to  folicit  a  reparation, 
which  fhall  be  granted  to  them. 

Article  1 1  of  the  plan  imported,  that  the  French  could 
not,  in  future,  fifh  upon  the  coafts  of  Acadia,  and  the  Ple- 
nipotentiaries of  Great  Britain  wifh  now  to  extend  this 
prohibition.  They  contend  that  the  French  fhould  not  fifh 
within  30  leagues  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  that  province,  and 
ten  leagues  to  the  north-weft.  If  this  pretenfion  were  ad- 
mitted, the  French  could  not  fifh  even  in  the  gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence.  The  propofal  communicated  to  Mr.  Prior, 
will  do  away  this  difficulty,  as  it  is  there  remarked  that 
Acadia  is  ceded,  with  all  the  rights  and  prerogative!  which 
the  French  enjoyed.  It  were  ufelefs  to  enter  into  a  more 
particular  difcuflion. 

Upon  article  12,  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Bri- 
tain have  propofed  to  limit  the  time  of  fifhery  for  the 
French,  from  the  beginning  of  April,  to  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember ;  but  as  this  new  reftriction  is  impracticable,  con- 
trary to  general  cuftom  and  the  good  underftanding  we 
wifh  to  eftablifh  between  the  two  nations,  we  are  per- 
fuaded  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  will  difapprove  of  it. 

From 
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From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  272.) 

Vcrfailles,  December  19th,  t;i2. 

UNDER  the  outward  femblance  of  Matthew,  you 
"have  fent  us,  my  Lord,  the  legitimate  fon  of*  M.  Buys; 
nothing  is  wan  tin  -.but  for  him  to  fill  his  glafs  like  his 
father.  He  is  otherwife  as  much  a  Dutchman,  and  1  think 
much  more  obftin;  fcc.  We  have  been  forced  to  yield  and 
conform  to  his  wi  le  ;  it  ill  he  was  not  contented;  but 
I  hope  you  will,  and  that  all  the  obftacles  that  retarded 
the  figning  of  the  peace,  are  about  to  be  removed  ;  I 
rnuft  own  I  expect  bitter  reproaches  from  the  King's 
Plenipotentiaries,  who  ftrongly  difputed  with  yours,  thofc 
articles  which  Matthew  has  gained  without  much  trouble, 
and  perhaps  with  lefs  reafon.  In  one  word,  1  believe  you 
will  be  more  pleafed  with  his  Excellency  than  I  am,  and 
1  hope  the  Duke  of  Sbrevvfbury,  whom  I  expect  every 
moment,  will  find  affairs  far  advanced.  I  doubt  not  they 
»re  alfo  in  a  forward  ftate  at  Utrecht,  and  your  allies  be- 
come more  rcafonable, 

I  muft  now  leave  the  Duke  d'Aumont  to  talk  with  you 
on  thefe  fubjects  ;  but  I  beg  you,  my  Lord,  not  to  give 
me  a  difmilial  ;  I  allure  you,  that  whenever  I  am  reduced 
to  write  to  you  only  letters  of  compliment,  I  mould  like 
better  to  importune  you  with  even  them,  than  to  think  you 
have  forgotten  me. 

Before  I  recur  to  this  laft  refource,  you  give  me,  my 
Lord,  frefh  occafion  to  thank  you  for  the  good  offices  yogi 
ftill  continue  to  the  Duke  of  St.  Pierre.  There  is  cer- 
tainly' no  perfon  to  whom  I  like  to  be  under  obligation  (o 
h  uch  as  to  you  ;  my  fatisfaciion  will  be  complete,  if  ever 
J  find  the  means  of  proving  to  you,  how  much  1  am,  &c. 

i)i    Torcy. 

l\T;:tthew  told  me,  he  was  difpatching  a  meflenger  for 
you  will  hear  from  him  in  what  ftate,  we  have 
>ed  the  reft  of  the  difficulties  which  retarded  the  con- 
clufion  of  the   treaty. 

In   the   name  of  God,   Sir,  order  jour  Plenipotentiaries 
mmariant.     Ours,  who  alfo  under- 
fora  ol    Latin  expreflions,  are  out  of  patience 
when  •  difficulties,  which  have  been  long  adjuftcd, 

id  the  difference  between  ccfiion  and  re- 
stitution, 
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ftitution,  and  the  meaning  of  shofe  terms.  In  truth,  Sir, 
fuch  queftions  ought  not  to  be  the  amufement  of  ho- 
nourable men.  They  are,  at  be  ft,  excufable  only  with 
thofe  to  whom  we  may  apply  amantium  ins.  Finifh  thefc 
difputes,  which,  if  they  continue  longer,  will  only  profit 
our  enemies. 

You  let  the  Duke  d'Aumont  tire  himfelf  at  Boulogne; 
fince  his  arrival  there,  his  impatience  to  proceed  to  Eng- 
land is,  I  am  perfuaded,  much  increaf.d  ;  I  mould  be  the 
fame,  were  I  in  his  place,  that  I  might  aflure  you,  ■  1 
am,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

To  Madame  de  Feriole.     (Page*286.) 

Whitehall,  January  7rh,  O.S.  171:. 
IN  truth,  Madam,  your  letters  make  me  blufli,  and  in* 
ftead  of  being  obliged  to  me  for  th<.  vices  I  have 

been  able  to  do  the  Abbe  de  Tencin,  I  am  unhappy  at 
not  bum;  able  to  nuke  a  better  return  for  your  goodnefs 
towards  me.  Pleafe  to  preserve  me  a  place  in  your  re- 
niembi.nce;  rely    upon   it.  th.  Is   of  my 

heart,  I  will  try  to  fupply  the  d.t  ..  Ung 

and  thac,  dclpairing  of  fucceffl  on  the  1  Section, 

I  will  exert  myfelfto  gain  upon  that  of  ei'i.. 

I  am,  Madam,  and  mail  ever  be,  With  infinite  refpeH", 

B. 

To  the  Marchioncfs  de  Croifiy.     (Page  286.) 

Whitehall,  laocarj  7I1,  O.S.  1712. 
I  DECLARE,  Madam,  I  blufh  with  fhame,  when  I 
think  of  the  trouble  you  have  itaken  to  procure  me  the 
two  prettkft  toys  I  ever  fiw.  J  he  workman  was  wrong 
■when  he  fuppoied  a  lhufF-box  of  wood  did  not  fuit  my 
talte.  '  When  the  iutide  is  valuable,  nothing  charms  me 
more  than  a  fimplicity  in  the  outiide,  and  1  know  many 
people  who  would  make  a  much  better  appearance  in  the 
World,  if  they  bore  a  clofer  refemblance  to  my  mutt-box. 

Madam,  1  muft  not  trouble  you  unneceflarily,  it  is 
time  for  me  to  conclude  my  letter,  begging  you  to  believe 
that  I  am,  £tc. 

B. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  fend  you  honey-water,  Barbadoes- 
water,  and  Spanifh  wine,  which  I  hope  will  anfwer  better 
,jtan  the  cyder, 

7V 
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To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  289.) 
Si  r, 

Whitehall,  January  7th,  O.S.  1712-13, 

THE  Duke  d'Aumont's  meffenger  mud  not  depart 
without  a  line  from  me.  I  have  too  long  enjoyed  the 
Tweets  of  your  correfponder.ee  ever  to  confent  to  be  de- 
prived of  it;  and  of  all  the  advantages  which  God,  or 
nature,  or  fortune,  have  conferred  on  the  Duke  of  Shrewf- 
bury,  I  envy  him  nothing  more  than  his  fituation,  which 
enables  him  to  fee  you  every  day,  and  to  enjoy  your 
converfation  every  moment. 

I  hope,  Sir,  the  difpytes  between  the  Plenipotentiaries 
are  now,  at  leaft,  finifhed,  as  it  appears  by  my  letters  from 
Utrecht,  that  they  began  to  approximate  on  the  article  of 
the  treaty  of  commerce,  which  was  the  principal  fubjecl: 
of  their  differences,  and,  perhaps,  has  never  been  too  well 
underftood  on  either  fide. 

There  are  certain  things  which  derive  their  confe- 
quence  purely  from  being  difputed ;  the  difference  be- 
tween the  expreflions  cedendis  and  rejiituendis,  between 
ajjiimpfit  and  ujurpavity  or  arrogavit>  is  not  very  effential : 
the  mind  was,  however,  not  a  little  heated  in  the  difpute, 
and  it  required  fome  trouble  to  convince  certain  people 
that  the  matter  was  not  worthy  of  attention. 

Since  I  knew  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  had  landed  in 
France,  my  mind  has  been  eafy;  in  the  name  of  God, 
finiih  with  him,  and  when  you  have  fo  done,  write  a 
joint-letter  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht.  I  imagine 
the  points  we  had  to  difcuis  with  the  Court  of  Spain  were 
concluded  through  her  ATajeity's  condefcenfion.  Thus, 
Sir,  the  Queen  may  open  the  Seffion  by  Hating  the  nego- 
tiation with  France  and  Spain  to  be  concluded. 

i  do  not  know  if  there  are  (till  not  fome  among  the 
Dutch  Al millers,  who  flatter  themfelves  they  have  it  frill 
in  their  power  to  perplex  affairs  by  the  intrigues  they 
inuc  to  carry  on  with  the  faction  in  our  two  Houfes. 
1  own  I  am  not  afraid  of  them,  and  1  build  my  confidence, 
not  only  on  the  firmnefs  exhibited  lure,  but  on  the  in- 
ity  and  moderation  experienced  on  your  fide. 

It  is  time   to  conclude   both   the  negociation  and  my 
,  alluring  you,    I  am,  &c.  x 

13. 
5 
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From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  325.) 

M.iili,  January  i«th,   17 13,  N.S. 

FINISH,  my  Lord,  all  remaining  difficulties  ;  it  really 
is  time  for  us  to  reeftablifh  a  friendly  intercourfe,  fince 
both  fides  defire  it,  and  their  intentions  are  equally  good. 

I  will  not  tire  you  with  the  account  of  difputes  re- 
lating to  the  Newfoundland  nfhery,  I  leave  that  to  the 
Duke  d'Aumont  and  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury,  I  will 
only  fay,  and  that  frankly,  that  the  propofition  which 
Matthew  fends  you  is,  according  to  the  language  of  the 
(iti mans  and  the  Dutch,  our  ultimatum. 

Finifh  our  quarrels ;  let  us  think  of  nothing  but 
friemlfhip ;  however  ftric"t,  it  may  be  between  our  na- 
tions, you  will  be  indebted  to  you rfelf  alone  for  that  which 
all  who  have   the  honour  to  know  you,  retain  for  you. 

I  think,  however,  1  have  fome  merit  to  be  diftinguifhed 
among  them,  as  no  one  is,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  326.) 

Whitehall,  January  zoth,  O.S.  1712-13. 

I  PROTEST  to  you,  Sir,  that  if  we  do  not  finifh,  it  is 
not  my  fault.  I  wifh,  for  a  thoufand  rcafons,  a  fpeedy  con- 
clufion  to  the  great  work  of  the  peace ;  but  the  principal 
is,  becaufe  I  fee  here  the  public  mind  is  beginning  to  be 
weary  of  the  fufpenfe. 

Our  difputes  about  Newfoundland  will  not  be  the 
(rumbling-block,  provided  you  do  not  refufe  us  any  longer, 
in  the  treaty  of  commerce,  the  confequences  of  a  prin- 
ciple which  we  have,  for  many  months,  looked  upon  as 
fettled,  and  then  the  peace  will  indifputab^v  be  foon  made* 

It  is  of  no  ufe  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  bufinefs, 
which  has  been  terribly  perplexed  at  Utrecht.  The  Duke 
of  Shrewfbury  will  inform  you  of  the  lafl  offers  the  Queen 
orders  him  to  make,  to  accommodate  thefe  differences  ', 
and  the  reafons  upon  which  we  ground  them,  which  arc 
certainly  too  fubftantial  not  to  have  weight  with  a  mind, 
fo  well  diipofed,  and  a  heart  fo  rightly  placed  as  yours. 

In  the  name  of  God,  Sir,  fend  back  this  mefTenger, 

without  toft  of  time,  with  the  King's  confent  to  the  pro- 

poiitions,  which  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  will  have  the 

1  ->ur  to  make  to  him,  on  the  Queen's  part.     Ycu  will 

then 
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then  enable  us  to  triumph  over  thofe  who  are  as  mufll 
your  enemies  as  ours.  In  that  cafe,  the  Queen  will 
a dd re fs  the  two  houses,  w!io  e  tting  cannot  be  prorogued 
longer  than  the  third  of  next  month,  and  inform  them, 
that  tiic  interefls  of  Great  Britain  and  France  are  en- 
tirely fettled,  that  fhe  is  going  to  fign  her  treaty,  that  fhe 
has  invited  all  her  allies  to  do  the  fame,  and  that  fhe  has 
declared  to  them  her  firm  refolve  to  keep  the  negociation 
no  longer  open. 

Agree  with  me,  Sir,  that  the  echo  of  this  fpeech,  and 
the  addreues  of  the  Parliament  will  be  heard  at  Utrecht* 
and  will  infpire  the  moil  inveterate  wanior  with  the  love 
of  peace.  You  will  fini(h,  with  fpeed,  what  affairs  re- 
main to  be  adjufted,  and  you  will  finiih  them  to  the  King's 
fatisfadfion. 

But  if,  at  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  our  negociation 
be  ftill  open,  I  will  not,  Sir,  in  truth,  be  anfwerable 
for  the  confequences. 

The  evil-minded  will  have  a  fair  game  before  them  , 
-and,  what  I  confider  as  the  height  of  misfortune,  thofe 
who  mean  well,  perhaps,  will  find  themfelves  necef- 
fitated   to   follow  the  opinions  of  others. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  and  your  fervant  have,  in  that 
cafe,  the  pro!pe£t  of  pairing  their  time  badly  enough  ; 
but  1  trouble  myfel!  lefs  about  that,  than  with  the  difoi- 
der  I  fofefee  in  affairs  in  general. 

You  fee.  Sir,  tlu  pleafure  I  feel  in  writing  to  you 
hurries  me  on. 

I  will  flatter  i nyfelf,  that  the  importance  of  the  crifis 
in  which  we  a~e,  will  be  an  excufe  tor  the  length  of  my 
l:trer,  and  that  voir  will  not  tiunk  ill  of  that  franknofs, 
with  which  I  naturally  expofe  to  you  my  fears  and  my 
hopes.     I  am,    eke. 

B. 

To  the  Princefs  Urfini.     (Page  344). 
Madam, 

Whitehall.   January  i 5th,  O.S.   1712-13. 
YOUR  Highnefs   may  judge  bow   much   I  am  in- 
fluenced by  the  Marquis  de  Mom61con,  by  his  inspiring 

me  with  th<  e  to  write   to  you.     I   know   how 

ninth   1   may  depend  upon  the    friendfhip    that    Minifter 

has  (hown  me  ;  but,  indeed,  Madam,  he  never  has,  and 

;  can  do   mc  a  favour   equal    to  that  he  has   lately 

honoured 
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honoured  me.  with,  by  furniihing  me  with  an  excufe 
for  writing  to  your  Highnefs  and  making  known  the 
fenti meats  of  a  heart  perfectly  devoted  to  your  fervice. 

Though  the  humble  fervant  of  Lord  Lexington,  I  can- 
not help  envying  him  the  happinefs  of  making  his  court, 
under  the  patronage  of  your  Highnefs,  to  that  great 
Queen,  whofe  heroic  virtues  are  the  admiration  of  the 
prcfent  age,  and  will  be  that  of  posterity. 

As  the  Earl  of  Oxford  does  himfelf  the  honour  to 
write  to  your  Highnefs,  it  will  be  of  no  ufe  for  me  to 
enter  upon  an  account,  relating  to  the  interefr.  of  the  two 
Courts.  I  flatter  mvfelf,  the  Marquis  de  Monteleon  has, 
during  the  negociation,  experienced  every  accommoda- 
tion in  my  power,  and  I  venture  to  affure  your  High- 
nefs, he  will  always  find  the  fame. 

I  did  not  omit  fending  fuch  inftrucrions  to  the  Queen's 
Plenipotentiaries,  as  were  judged  moil  proper  to  fecure 
for  your  Highnefs,  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  the  principa- 
lity which  hw  Catholic  Majcfty  has  granted  you;  and  i 
make  no  doubt,  the  attention  paid  by  thofe  Minifters 
will  be  completely  fuccefsful.  Your  Highnefs  may  be 
certain  I  mall  neglect  nothing  that  can  evince  the  pro- 
found reipecl:  and  inviolable  attachment  with  which  I 
■m,  &c. 

BOLIXCBROKE. 

Note.     (Page  354). 

AS  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  opening  and  exercrfe 
nt  trade  mutually  between  France  and  Great  Britain, 
the  two  following  articles  were  agreed  upon  : 

Firft,  That,  in  cafe  we  mould  not  agree  upon  the 
points  in  difpute,  relating  to  commerce,  CommirTioners 
mail  be  named  on  both  fides,  to  meet  in  London,  to 
examine  and  regulate  the  duties  and  imports  to  be  paid 
in  each  kingdom,  and  to  adjuft  them  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  encourage  and  increale  the  trade  between  the  two 
kingdoms  : 

Secondly,  That  no  privilege  or  advantage,  with  re- 
fpecl:  to  the  trade  with  Fiance,  ihall  be  granted  to  any 
foreign  nation,  which  (hall  not,  at  the  fame  time,  be  grant- 
ed to  the  fubjects  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain:  in  like 
manner,  no  privilege  or  advantage,  with  refpect  to  the 
trade  with  Great  Britain,  ihall  be  granted  to  any  foreign 

nation, 
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nation,  which  fhall  not,  at  the  fame  time,  be  granted  to 
the  fubje&s  of  his  Mod  Chriftian  Majefty. 

In  compliance  with  the  above  articles,  CommhTaries 
fhall  be  named,  to  meet  in  London,  to  examine  the  duties 
and  impofrs  which  fhould  be  paid  in  each  kingdom,  and 
regulate  them  fairly  between  the  two  nations,  conform- 
able to  what  the  mod  favoured  foreign  nation  ihall  pay, 
both  in  France  and  Great  Britain;  fo  that  the  Om- 
mifTaries  having,  agreed  (which  fhould  be  in  months) 
the  King  will  publilh,  in  the  kingdom,  and  in  his  other 
dominions,  the  neceffary  decrees  for  the  execution  of 
what  the  Commiflaries  have  agreed  upon,  and  will  re- 
move every  impediment  to  the  trade  of  the  Queen  of 
Great  Britain's  fubjedta,  in  France :  fo  likewife,  on  the 
part  of  her  Britannic  Majefty,  all  acts  of  parliament 
ihall  be  repealed  which  prevented  the  French  being 
treated,  in  Great  Britain,  and  her  other  dominions,  as 
the  moll  favoured  foreign  nation. 

Note.     (Page  355). 
The  French  at  Utrecht. 

January  20th,  1713. 

AT  all  times,  foreign  manufactures  were  never  ad- 
mitted into  France,  otherwife  than  at  ports  particularly 
referved  for  them,  where  they  were  fearched,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  produce  of  the  kingdom.  Thofe  of 
England  were  imported  by  Normandy,  Britanny,  and 
Guienne ;  and  if  any  were  found  bad,  they  were  con- 
tifcated. 

The  confifcation  was  repealed  in  1606,  by  the  treaty 
of  Paris,  February  14,  and  it  was  ftipulated,  that  bad 
wares  fhould  be  fent  back,  without  export  duty.  This 
arrangement  was  confirmed  in  1 655,  by  the  treaty  of  Weft- 
minfter,  and,  fince  that  time,  we  have  continued  to  reftric~t, 
the  import  of  foreign  inerchandife  to  places  fpecified,  and 
the  fearching  of  them  has  been  conftantly  praclifed. 
Thefe  are  the  primary  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  can- 
not be  repealed. 

The  Englifh  cannot  be  fuffered  to  trade  from  port  to 
port  in  France,  but  upon  condition  that  the  French  have 
the  like  privilege  in  England  :  without  this  reciprocity, 
it  cannot  be  granted  to  ti:e  Euiglifh  in  France,  nor  can 
they  ufk  it;  for  the  fame  reafoi.  {hillings  muft  be 

reduced 
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reduced  to  one-half,  becaufe  this  would  be  nearly  tke 
value  of  fifty  fols,  in  France. 

It  is  true,  by  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick,  the  French  grant- 
ted  this  favour  to  the  Dutch,  without  Stipulating  any 
mutuality  for  the  French  in  Holland  ;  but  it  was  folely 
becaufe  the  trade  of  Holland  being  carried  on  by  canals, 
cannot  be  managed  by  fea  from  poit  to  port;  which 
differs  much  from  the  velTels  of  Great  Britain  :  belides, 
the  Dutch  have  always  paid  t!ie  duty  in  queltion,  upon 
the  whole  tonnage  of  the  veffel,  without  attending  to 
the  cargo. 

With  regard  to  the  abolition  of  this  duty,  upon  vefTels 
arriving  from  England)  or  other  parts  of  the  world,  at 
the  ports  of  France,  we  conient  to  it ;  but  upon  con- 
dition, that  it  do  not  take  place  in  France  before  it  takes 
place  in  England. 

As  to  Poji  Entries,  &c. 

THOSE  who  have  abfolutely  entered  the  merchandife 
they  import,  cannot  afterwards  either  increafe  or  leflen 
it,  upon  pretence  of  omiflion,  or  otherwife  ;  and  the  truth, 
or  the  falfehood  of  the  entry  is  judged  of  from  the  firfl 
entry. 

To  this  French  merchants  are  fubjedt :  the  Engliih. 
cannot,  in  this,  be  treated  otherwife  than  his  MajeUy's 
own  fubje£ts.  Innocence,  it  is  true,  mould  be  favoured; 
but  it  is  not  lefs  true,  that  fraud  Should  be  prevented. 

The  Article  for  appointing   Confuls. 

WE  can  find  in  no  treaty  between  France  and  Eng- 
land, the  appoint  ment  of  Confuls,  as  propofed ;  we  be- 
lieve it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  commerce  of  the  two 
nations ;  for,  commonly,  the  Confuls  of  the  merchants 
fecure  to  thcmfelves  the  moil:  profitable  ventures,  to  the 
exclusion  of  their  countrymen,  notwithstanding  they  are 
prohibited.  And  belides,  the  appointments  of  thefe 
public  characters  are  a  charge  upon  trade,  which  ought  to 
be  avoided.  So  that,  inftead  of  Confuls,  both  parties 
might  fend  a  Commercial  Refident  to  Paris,  and  to 
London,  to  receive  the  complaints  of  grievances  that  each 
nation  may  labour  under,  and  to  repair  them  by  a  re- 
prefentation  to  the  Ministers  of  the  two  Crowns,  and  by 
obtaining  propr  order  s. 

Vol.  III.  Q.q  Concerning 
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Concerning  'Tare  on  Goods  imparted  into  France. 

THE  King's  fubje&s,  and  all  foreig  >eis  are  bound 
to  pay  import  du:ies  on  mechandiie,  without  deduv.aoa 
for  the  weight  of  cafes,  boxes,  wrappers,  or  barrels, 
except  filks,  and  groceries.  In  this  refpe&,  we  can 
neither  iruke  a  new  order,  nor  grant  what  is  demanded ; 
and  the  Englifh  fhall  be  treated  the  fame  as  the  French. 

yfs  to  what  concerns  the  Tobacco-farm,  in  France. 

THE  Englifh  fliall  be  permitted  to  fell  their  tobacco 
to  the  farmer,  the  fame  as  the  French  merchants  do.  In 
this  refpedt,  in  France,  we  cannot  depart  from  the  efta- 
blifhed  cuftom. 

Note.     (Page   370). 

Verfailles,  February  7th,  171?. 
TO  remove  the  difficulty,  with  refpec~l  to  the  hft 
words  of  the  article,  intitled,  in  locum,  9  y  10  art. 
Traclatus  de  Commercio,  as  if,  putting  the  cafe,  that  the 
Commiifaries  do  not  agree  at  the  end  of  the  time  pre- 
scribed, we  could  in  confequer.ee  make  new  demands,  I 
undcrftand  the  Queen  does  not  pretend,  by  virtue  of  this 
article,  to  obtain  any  other  advantage,  from  the  tarif  of 
1664,  than  thole  which  are  granted  by  France  to  the 
Dutch,  by  the  approaching  peace  ;  and  that  the  Due 
d'Aumont  has  a  right,  if  he  judges  it  neceiiary,  to- 
demand  a  like  explanation  at  London. 

Shrewsbury. 

Note.     (Page  395). 

ExiraH  from  tbt  Examinations  of  the  Chevalier 
yf/furini, 

AS  foon  as  the  Chevalier  AfTurini  was  fent  to  the 
Baftille,  the  Marquis  de  Torcy  inltruc~t.ed  M.  d'Argen- 
fon,  by  a  private  memorial,  only  for  his  own  ufe,  in 
every  thing  that  related  to  this  prifoner,  his  conduct  in 
his  journey  to  Holland,  what  he  had  advanced  to  the 
rnemy's  Minilters,  and  the  promiics  they  had  made 
him,  that  he  might  queftion  him  upon  all  the  points  in 
the  manorial. 

The 
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The  firft;  examination  he  underwent  was  on  the  7th 
September,  1712.  He  gave  him  an  hiftdrical  account 
pf  his  birth,  his  education,  fome  journeys  to  Italy,  one 
to  Paris.  wh;re  he  remained  a  year.  It  appears,  he  went 
awav  in  i~o8,  to  return  home. 

He  SuppoSes,  that  hi*  iather  may  have  received,  a 
Short  time  after,  instructions  to  go  to  England,  on  the 
King's  bufmefs,  and  he  obferves,  that  he  Set  out  with 
him  to  go  there;  that  his  father,  upon  his  arrival,  gave 
it  or  ten  poinds  to  the  Spanifh  Secretary  of  Count 
CJ alias,  to  draw  fiom  him  his  mafler's  fecrets,  to  fend 
them  to  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.  That  he  alio  made  large 
p relents  to  Monlieur  de  Netterville,  whom  he  calls  the 
confident  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  to  the  Chevalier  Penn, 
and  to  Mr.  Plunket ;  but  did  not  know  what  thole 
prcfents  confided  of.  That  Monlieur  Nctterville  in- 
formed his  father  of  every  thing,  knowing  him  to  ha\e 
the  King's  orders.  That  the  Chevalier  Giraldi,  who 
was  reported  to  be  a  partisan  of  France,  was  far  other- 
wife,  and  that  they  had  discovered,  by  the  Secretary  of 
Count  Gallas,  that  he  was  petitioned  by  the  Archduke, 
and  attached  to  the  Whigs.  That  Monlieur  Grimani 
was  at  heart  a  Frenchman.  That  to  nvate  a  quarrel 
between  the  Chevalier  Giraldi  and  Count  Gallas,  thev 
insinuated  to  the  latter,  bv  means  of  Monfieur  Primoli, 
his  firft  Secretary,  that  the  former  betrayed  his  party. 
That  Aflurini,  the  lather,  entered  into  a  falfe  confidence 
with  Count  Gallas,  to  embroil  him  with  the  govern- 
ment of  England. 

The  Chevalier  Aflurini  lavs,  at  that  time,  he  obtained 
an  intimacy  with  the  Duchels  of  Shrewsbury,  Mil's  Mal- 
loSte,  my  Lady  Waldegravc,  the  Duche's  of  Buckingham, 
mv  Lady  Butler,  my  Lady  Hoglitorit,  and  many  other 
ladies  01  quality,  to  report  to  him  what  was  there  laid. 
That  he  had  great  hopes  of  marrying  a  daughter  of  my 
Lord  SufTex.  That  he  had  waited  for  a  favourable  op- 
portunity to  go  to  England,  to  conclude  this  match,  but 
that  all  his  hopes  vanuhed  upon  his  imprisonment.  That 
he  learned  from  Monlieur  Primoli,  that  a  falle  Tory, 
who  lives  in  St.  James's  Park,  in  a  houfe  furrounded 
with  iron  rails,  had  told  Count  Gallas,  that  his  father 
and  he  were  fent  by  the  Court  of  Fiance,  and  that  Count 
reported  it  to  my  Lord  Oxford.  That  Count  Gallas  having 
propoSed  to  him  to  reveal  his  father's  Secrets,  he  pretend- 

Qq  2  ed 
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ed  to  confent,  gave  him  an  Italian  cypher,  which  he  had 
ftill  by  him,  but  that  his  defign  was  to  fay  nothing  but 
what  mould  fuit  the  King's  intercit.  That  after  nine 
months'  ftay  in  England,  they  were  forced  to  depart, 
by  an  order  from  Court,  and,  returning  to  France,  they 
continued  there,  until  his  father  having  fet  off  for  Italy, 
he,  for  his  part,  went  to  Holland  ;  and  that  they  received, 
at  Paris,  about  600O  livres,  in  bills  of  exchange,  upon 
Italy.  That  in  September,  1711,  while  in  London,  Count 
Gallas  made  him  a  prefent  of  a  ring,  which  he  fold,  a 
few  days  after,  for  3400  livres. 

'Second  Examination,  September  20,   17 12. 

MONSIEUR  AfTurini,  on  his  fecond  examination, 
fays,  that  his  father  and  he  received,  at  Paris,  only  1400 
livres,  in  Italian  bills  of  exchange  ;  and  that  he  had  re- 
ceived, for  himfelf, '  3400  livres,  arifmg  from  the  value  of 
the  ring  he  had  left  in  England ;  and  that  his  father 
had  fold  at  Paris  the  remainder  of  his  plate,  and  for 
fome  jewels,  which  he  had  fold  in  London,  he  received 
1500  guineas.  To  the  qucftions  put  to  him  reflecting 
his  journey  to  Holland,  and  his  proceedings  there,  he 
anfwered,  that  being  the  fubject  of  a  neutral  Prince,  he 
thought  himfelf  at  liberty  :  that  the  Marquis  de  Torcy 
having  ordered  him  to  get  ready  to  go  to  Utrecht,  to  in- 
troduce Mr.  Plunket  there,  and  had  afterwards  altered 
his  plan,  he  had  been  fo  much  vexed  becaufe  he  was  not 
employed,  andbec-ufe  the  Abbe  Gaultier  was  preferred 
to  him,  that  he  rcfolved  to  feek  his  fortune  ;  that  he 
repaired  to  Utrecht,  intending  to  go  from  thence  to 
England,  as  he  had  written  to  my  Lords  Oxford, 
Buckingham,  and  Bolingbroke,  and  to  the  Chevalier 
Penn  ;  that  on  his  arrival  at  Utrecht,  he  only  law  M. 
Mefnager,  who  gave  him  a  cold  reception,  and  having 
called  upon  M.  Primoli,  known  as  the  Archduke's  emif- 
fary,  he  prupofed  to  him  to  ferve  that  Prince,  and  to  leave 
the  King's  fcrvice,  in  which  he  feemed  difcontentcd  ;  that 
he  promifed  him  great  advantages,  among  others,  a  pub- 
lic character,  and  a  penfion  in  die  Mantuan,  reprefent- 
ing  to  him  that  that  Prince,  as  quarter  of  Italy,  could  do 
his  family  either  much  good  or  much  harm  ;  that  he 
might  evi  11  give  him  fomething  at  Naples  or  Milan. 
That  hi-  agreed  to  go  with  him  to  the  Hague,  and  that 
M-  Pi  in. oii  introduced  him   to  Count  Sinzendorf,  who 

received' 
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received  him  in  a  favourable  manner,  and  returned  his 
vifit ;  that  he  dined  that  clay  wil  ..miller,  and  Pen- 

sionary Heiniius  coming  in,  thev  all  thiee  had  a  con- 
ference. The  Count  repeated  t  i  him  what  M.  Primoli 
had  told  him,  the  advantages  he  might  gain  in  the  fervice 
of  the  Archduke,  and  what  he  h  id  to  fear  by  joining  with 
the  oppolite  party  :  Penlionary  Heiniius  made  the  fame 
ivations;  that  he  gave  no  politive  anfwer  to  thefe 
propofals,  and  required  that  his  father  ihould  not  be 
informed  of  them,  becaufe  he  was  attached  to  France  ; 
that  he  continued  I  the  Hague,  without 

farther  conference  with  thefe  minifters  ;  that  lie  retui 
to  Utrecht,  where  he  faw  all  the  foreign  minifters,  ex- 
cept his  Majefty's  ;  and  returning  to  the  Hague,  had  a 
fecond  conference  with  the  fame  perfons ;  that  they  re- 
peated what  had  been  faid  at  the  firft  interview;  that 
he  remained  at  the  Hague  eight  or  ten  days,  and  being 
in  want  of  money,  M.  Primoli  lent  him  150  florins,  and 
M.  de  la  Martiniere  23  louis-d'ors.  That  upon  his  re- 
turn to  Utrecht,  he  faw  M.  Meinager,  who  received  him 
favourably,  and  prcfented  him  to  toe  Marquis  d'Huxelles 
and  to  the  Abbe  Polignac,  who  invited  him  ro  their  table, 
and  propoled  to  him  to  go  upon  the  King'^  to 

England,  which  orFer  he  accepted  ;  that  he  agreed  to  go 
and  receive  his  inftr.icl.ions  at  Court,  and  that  they  gave 
him  21  piftoles  to  allift  him  on  hisjournty. 

'Third  Examination,  September  21,  17 12. 

HE  gives  an  account  of  his  journey,  and  aflures  us 
he  had  received  no  letters  fince  his  arrival  at  Paris ; 
that  he  h;;d  not  informed  Count  Sinzendorf,  or  Pen- 
lionary Heiniius,  or  M«  Primoli,  of  his  departure ;  that, 
in  order  to  fhow  Count  Sinzendorf  he  was  not  in  want 
of  money,  he  produced  feveral  counterfeit  bills  of  ex- 
change ;  that  from  Utrecht  he  wrote  to  Count  Gallas, 
and  told  him,  that  he  was  intimately  connected  with  two 
of  the  Marquis  de  Torcv's  fecretaries,  who  would  re- 
veal to  him  the  fecrcts  of  France,  and  that  he  Id  be 
able  to  communicate  them  to  him  ;  that  his  only  objedl 
in  this  fcheme  was  to  deceive  that  minifler,  and  the  bet- 
ter to  recommend  himfelf,  his  information  being  abfo- 
lutely  the  work  of  his  own  imagination  ;  that  he  had 
not  ipoken  on  the  fubjeel  to  Count  Sinzendorf,  nor  to 
the  Penfiohary  ;  that  Count  Gallas  had  replied  in  general 
Q  q  3                               terms; 
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terms ;  and  had  not  explained  himfelf  with  rcfpec't  to  the 
recompencc  he  was  to  have,  but  that  while  he  was  in 
England,  he  promifed  him  a  barony  in  tlic  Mantuan, 
which  he  fuppofes  to  be  that  of  St.  Archange,  con- 
fifcated  on  de  Bague  ;  that  he  informed  Count  Gallas 
of  the  defign  to  fend  lam  from  Paris  to  Utrecht,  and  the 
change  that  had  taken  place  in  that  refpecl.  In  his  lug- 
gage were  found  fevei  al  packets,  labeled  "  dote  of  the 
Count  de  Palma's  powder,"  and  lie  fays  this  is  a  purga- 
tive powder ;  there  are  alfo  fome  other  powders,  which 
have  not  been  tried,  among  others  the  powder  of  fym- 
pathy.  He  affures  us,  he  never  gave  a  memorial  to  Count 
Sinzendorf,  nor  to  the  Dutch  minifcer,  that  he  only 
wrote  to  the  former  from  Utrecht  to  thank  him  for  the 
alTurance  of  his  efteem,  and  to  fignify  to  him  he  mould 
be  well  fatisfled  with  his  conduct  if  he  were  engaged  in 
the  fervicc  of  ihe  Archduke  ;  that  he  had  refifted  Count 
Gallas's  importunities  to  declare  openly  for  the  Archduke 
in  Italy  and  at  Rome;  that  he.  had  only  ipoken  of  the 
King's  affairs,  in  general  terms,  with  Count  Sinzendorf 
and  the  Penfionary,  telling  them  they  were  in  a  ruined 
irate,  on  account  of  the  want  of  agreement  among  his 
Majeftv's  mTnifters,  and  that  in  fo  faying,  he  had  his 
own  perfonal  interefr,  in  view  ;  that  the  two  confer- 
ences he  had  with  them  had  only  laltcd  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  each.  That  at  laft,  difg lifted  at  not  being  employed, 
and  receiving  neither  reward  nor  penhon,  though  his 
father  had  made  over  to  him  his  right  co  all  the  rewards 
which  he  thought  he  had  merited,  had  dctermi'  ed  him 
to  proceed  as  he  had  done  ;  that  at  the  time  of  tbefc  two 
conferences,  he  did  not  know  their  intention  to  propofe. 
to  him  to  return  to  England  in  the  King's  fervirc,  and 
thai  he  has  never  imparted  any  thing  confidentially  to 
tho'fe  mi  dfiers  fmce  the  overtures  made  to  him  by  his 
Majcfly's  minifttrs. 

Account  of  what  has  been  written  with  refpefl  to  AT.  SJJfu- 
riniy  and  of  his  Letters  from  his  Prifon. 

February  c;th,   1713. 
COUNT  Aflurini    left   Paris   in  the  month  of  May, 
if  12,  on  his  return  to  Italy,  and  after  pafTmg   fome  time 
at  Faenza,  he  repaired  to  Rome,  in  the  Augult    follow- 
ing-    As  he  had  no  bufinefs  in    that  city,  and    his    ex- 
cs  there  would  certainly  exceed  his  means,  it  w 

matter 
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matter  of  furprife  to  find  him  continuing  there  fo  long, 
and  from  that  time  he  began  to  be  fufpedted.  His  fon's 
treachery  was  known  at  Rome  the  beginning  of  Septem- 
ber; the  father  then  became  univerfilly  fufpected,  and  his 
conduct  was  carefully  attended  to ;  it  was  known  that 
he  complained  feverely  to  his  friends,  that  his  feivices 
in  France  were  not  fufficiently  rewarded,  and  that  he 
talked  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  induce  a  belief  that  he  had 
entered  into  fome  fecret  engagements  with  the  King's 
enemies  ;  it  was  then  rcfolved  to  fecure  his  perfon,  as 
well  for  the  i'dkc  ot  explaining  fufpicions  fo  well  found- 
ed, as  to  difeover  more  ealily  through  him  the  intrigues 
of  bis  ion,  with  whom  he  was  probably  an  accomplice. 

It  was  propoied  to  him  to  go  to  Longon,  to  lee  the 
place,  and  to  give  an  account  of  the  ftate  in  which  he 
found  it,  but  he  feemed  to  diltruft  the  intentions  of  the 
mini  (ten,  in  whom  he  ihould  have  implicitly  confided,  if 
his  confeience  had  not  reproached  him  ;  and  he  did  not 
immediately  accept  this  commi.Tion.  He  left  Rome  in 
October,  and  it  appears  by  a  letter  he  wrote  from  his 
prifon,  to  a  perfon  named  Albauefe,  his  intimate  iriend, 
that  they  had  confulted  whether  he  fhouM  go  to  Longon 
or  not,  and  though  at  lalt  he  determined  to  go,  he  was 
always  afraid  he  ihould  be  detained. 

As  foon  as  it  was  known  at  Rome  that  his  perfon  WB 
fecured,  the  Pope  was  applied  to,  to  feize  his  papers; 
hi$  Holineis  gave  oiders  tor  that  purpofe;  but  whether 
Aflurini  had  fecreted  them  before  he  left  Rome,  or  his 
friends,  informed  of  the  Pope's  intentions,  had  removed 
every  thing  of  confequencc,  nothing  was  found  but  a  few 
letters,  of  fmall  importance.  It  has  been  fmce  known 
that  Albauefe  lud  laid,  that  Affiirini's  papers  were  already 
with  the  Alarquis  de  PnVj  when  it  was  intended  to  feize 
them,  that  he  had  been  privately  informed  of  the  orders 
given  by  the  Pope,  and  that  they  lucre  not  jo  imprudent  as 
tofuffer  a  furprife.  All  the  letters  to  many  of  his  friends 
from  prifon  have  been  detained.  He  dilcovers  through- 
out a  mind  miferably  affected  for  having  fuffe red  himfelf 
to  be  laid  hold  ot,  and  perluaded  he  lhall  never  recover 
his  liberty  if  he  did  not  ule  extraordinary  means,  fuch 
as  bribing  his  keepers,  or  inducing  the  Pope  to  demand 
him  as  his  fubjec't.  It  is  true,  he  notices  to  his  fon,  of 
whofe  detention  lie  was  ignorant,  and  to  fevers)  friends, 
to  apply  to  the  minifters  ot  France  and   Spain  ro  obtain 

Q  (J4  his 
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his  liberty,  but  he  appears  .to  rely  very  little  on  the  good- 
nefs  of  his  cauie,  or  on  their  representations,  and  thinks 
it  were  better  to  addrefs  the  Pope,  his  fovereign,  or  to 
endeavour  to  effect:  his  efcape  by  ftratagem.  He  breathes 
nothing  but  vengeance  when  he  gains  his  liberty,  and  he 
recommends  to  his  fon  to  take  warning  from  his  misfor- 
tune, and  never  to  truft  any  perfon  in  futuie. 

He  thought  lie  had  gained   over  the  valet-de-chambre 
of  the  governor  of  Lor  gon,  and   entrufted  him  with    his 
letters,  conceiving  thev  would  be  more  fafe  through  his 
means.     Two  of  them  evidently  prove  his  connections 
with  the  enemy.     They  ate  addreffed  to  Count  Polydor, 
under  cover  to  a  perfon  who  was  to  deliver  them.  AiTurini 
obferves  to  him,  that  if  he  had  not  been  detained  at  Lon- 
gon.  he  fhoulcl  have  vifited  him  on  ; ■  is  return  to  Faenza,' 
to  offer  him  his  fervices  in    favour  of  Signor  Alexander. 
He  begs  him  to  give  directions  to  the  Confuls  at  Leghorn 
and  Porto  Feraio,  who  are  under  his  orders,  to  contrive 
to  fend  to  Longon  a  boat  with  expert  rowers,  hoping  the 
valet-de-chambre   would  let  them  come  clofe  to  the  place 
where  he  is  confined,  and  that  they  mould  efcape  together. 
He  feems  to  have  no  doubt  that   Count  PolycLr  will    in- 
tereft  himfelf  in  his  efcape :  he  remarks,  nevei thelefs,  that 
when  he  gets  to  him,  he  will  fhow  him   that   his    deliver- 
ance will  not  be  ufdefs.  having   wherewithal    to   reward 
fuch  important   fervices ;  and    begs  him    to   procure    the 
command  of  a  troop  of  horfe   for  the  valet-de-chanu>r:r, 
who  feemed   to    wifti    to    be    in    the    fervic?    of  r  gnor 
Alexander.      Inftead  of  AiTurini,    he    figns  himfelf  Don 
Diego  de  Villamajor.     It  is  evident  the   nam     of  Signer 
Alexander  can  intend  nothing  clfe  but  the    Archduke,  and 
that  of  Count  Polydor  one  of  his  Miniflers,  who  can  pro- 
cure a   troop  of  horfe,    and    can    commacd  the  German 
Confu's  in  Italy :  and  what  confirms  this    conjecture   is, 
•hat  AiTurini,  when  he  gave  the  two  letters  to  the  valet- 
de-chambre,    faid  they  were  addreiTed  to  the  perfon  who 
had  the  principal  fway  in  Italy,  and  to  whom  the  valet- 
de-chambre  would   wifh  him  to  write,  fuppofing  the  valet 
to  be  a  partizan  of  the  Archduke.     We,  therefore,  have 
reafon   to  imagine  that  Count  Polydor  muft  be  either  the 
Marquis  de  Prie  or    the  Duke  d'Uceda.     He    knew  the 
latter  particularly  while  he  was  connected  with  Cardinal 
de  Janfon,  and   he   might   know  the  other  by  means  of 
Albancfe. 

Note. 
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Note.     (Page  408.) 

Memorial  concerted   with    Monficur  de    Torcy,   ityh 
January,   17  13. 

THE  inhabitants  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  fubjecls  of  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain,  who  have  been  dilpofll-fll-d  of 
their  lands  by  France,  in  time  of  peace,  fliall  be  entirely, 
and  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  reftored 
to  the  polk  ilion  of their  /aid  lands;  and  fuch  proprietors 
fhuh  aifo  have  a  juft  and  reaibnable  Satisfaction  for  the 
loiies  they  have  fuffered,  with  refpect  to  their  goods, 
mo\  able: ,  and  effects ;  which  lofles  {hall  be  fettled  by  the 
judgment  of  Commifiaries,  to  be  named  for  this  purpofe, 
and  fworn  to  do  juftice  to  the  parties  interefted. 

Note.     (Page  409.) 

THE  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain  had  hitherto 
made  a  diftinctiou  between  places  c*ded  by  the  Kin<i  to 
the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  and  places  which  they  de- 
nominated reftoredi  Undei  the  name  of  places  reftored, 
they  included  Hudfon's  Bay  and  S:raits,  and  the  ifland  of 
Newfoundland.  They  agre.d  to  allow  to  the  French, 
fettled  in  places  c  liberty  to  fell  their  immovable 

effects,  but  infilled  that  the  fame  liberty  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  in  places  reftored,  upon  a  plea  that  fuch  effects 
were  taken  from  the  Knglifh,  who  had  a  right  to  be  re- 
ftored to  them.  The  Plenipotentiaries  now  make  no  dif- 
tinclion  between  places  ceded  and  places  reftored,  though 
the  fame  expreflion  remains  in  article  14.  They  only 
leave  the  King's  (ubjects  at  equal  liberty  to  depart  from 
both,  if  they  pleafe,  in  the  fpace  of  a  vear,  with  their 
goods  and  movables.  According  to  conditions  agreed 
upon,  it  fhould  be  ftiputated  that  the  French  fcttlers  in 
Acadia,  or  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher,  Ihall  have 
the  liberty  to  depart,  to  fell,  or  to  carry  c  if.  where,  all 
their  movable  effects,  if  they  pleafe,  and  to  fell  their 
immovables.  With  regard  10  places  reftored  in  Hudfon's 
Bay  and  Straits,  trie  Englifh  fhall  recover  pofleftjon  of  the 
immovables  of  which  they  were  difpoflelfed,  provided  they 
prove  to  the  Commillanes  that  fuch  effects  belonged  to 
their  fathers  or  to  themfelves. 

With 
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With  refpe&  to  the.ifland  of  Newfoundland,  it  hat 
been  agreed  that  the  French  be  permitted  to  fell  their 
houfes  in  Placentia,  and  the  furrounding  new-cleared  lands, 
becaufe  Placentia  was  built  by  them,  and  the  Engliih  were 
never  in  poflbflion  of  thefe  effects. 

The  term  to  be  allowed  to  the  French  to  fell  their  ef- 
fects, ought  to  be  eighteen  months,  as  they  would  find  a 
difficulty  in  dilpofing  of  their  property  within  fo  (hort  a 
term  as  a  year. 

Note.     (Page  410.) 

(Received  from  Morfieur  de  Torcyy  and  fent  to  Lord  Bo- 

Ihigbrcke,  2qtb  December,   17 12.) 

Propofiiion  concerted  xv'ith  Mr.  Prior. 

THAT  the  ifiand  of  Cape  Breton  (hall  remain  to  the 
King,  with  liberty  to  fortify  it:  that  the  province  of 
Acadia,  with  all  its  rights  and  prerogatives,  which  the 
French  have  enjoyed,  (hall  be  ceded  by  his  Maicfty  to  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain,  with  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland, 
and  the  iflands  adjacent ;  it  being  well  underftood,  that  the 
French  mall  have  and  keep  the  power  to  fiih  and  dry  their 
cod  on  the  coafrs  of  the  Lid  ifland  of  Newfoundland, 
from  Cape  Bonavifta  northwards  to  Point  Riche  :  that  all 
the  iflands  at  the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  in  the  gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence,  fliall  belong  to  the  King. 

From  the  Marquis  de   7orcy.     (Page  446.) 

S  1  R, 

Vcrfaill.s.  February  7th.  pu.  N.S. 

I  HAVE  had  great  pleafure  in  burning  a  letter  I  had 
fhe  honour  to  write  to  ycu  the  day  before  yeirerday  :  I 
entreated  you  to  finifh  a  negociation  which  was  linger- 
ing;  but,  th.'iik  God!  you  have  brought  it  to  a  conclu- 
sion; and  though  we  were  forced  to  yield  to  Matthew's 
vehemence,  I  do  not  grudge  him  a  victory  th:ii  has  fettled 
the  peace  between  us.  Let  it  be  immediately  ligned,  to 
filence  the  falfe  rcafoners,  who  are  very  numerous  in  aM 
countries. 

The  Queen  will  diveft  thofe  in  Holland  of  all  credit, 
when  lhe  determines  to  explain  herfelf  in  a  becoming 
manner,  and  to  prefcribe  a  very  (hoi  t  term  for  her  allies 
to  fign  with  her,  if  her  Britannic  Majeffy  will  conde- 
lccnd  (rill  to  wait  for  them  ;  but  in  truth  time  is  very 
precious,  and  when  both  parties  arc  agreed,  it  fcems  to  me 

improper 
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Improper   to  retard  a  bleffmg   in   confederation    of  thofe 
whofe  only  aim  was  to  prevent  it. 

Though  the  peace  reunites  the  two  nations,  Iaffure  you, 
my  Lord,  it  cannot  augment  my  defire  to  merit  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  honour  of  your  friendlhip,  and  to  make 
known  to  you  upon  all  occafions,  how  much  I  am,  tzc. 

De  Toiuv. 

To  the  Marquis-  de  Tcrcy.     (Page  447.) 

Whitehall,  February  17:11,  O.S.  1-11-13. 
I  BELIEVE,  Sir,  the  prefent  crifis,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  the  bufinefs  now  on  hand,  will  be  an  excute 
troubling  you  with  a  letter  from   me,  and  for  adding,  of 
my  own  accord,  Cometh ing  to  what  the  Duke  of  Shrews- 
bury will  fay  to  you  as  from  the  Qw 

1  confidur  the  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  France 
as  fettled,  fincc  it  is  certain  that  the  differences  which 
remain  undecided  in  the  14th  article,  nip  (.ting  the  bona 
immobilia,  and  in  the  1 4th,  refpeiting  the  thirty  leagues, 
will  not  retard  the  conclufion  oi  it ;  if,  then,  the  Quel 
allies  pcrfift  in  their  difinclination  to  treat,  and  if,  when 
they  treat,  they  continue  to  infill  upon  Inch  demands  as 
they  have  hitherto  made,  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
fign  a  fep.irate  peac?,  leaving  to  them  a  terra  to  ace  pt  the 
King's  plan,  purfuant  to  the  Queen's  former  pro: 
But,  Sir,  you  fee  they  are  coming  to,  and  the  difference 
between  what  your  Minifters  propofe,  and  what  the  others 
demand,  is  not  fufficiently  coniiderabje  to  authorize  us 
to  fay  they  remain  ItiJl  in  the  wrong,  they  are  obftinate, 
and   we   mult  abandon  them. 

The  Queen  has  deferred,  as  long  as  (he  could,  pre- 
fcribing  to  her  allies  ;  file  wiihed  even  to  clear  the  way 
his  Molt  Chriftian  Majefty's  Minifters  to  gain  upon  thofe 
minds,  rendered  more  tractable  by  the  events  of  the  laft 
campaign*  But  the  feafon  advances ;  perhaps  we  (hould 
conlider  it  as  too  far  advanced,  did  we  not  depend  upon 
your  inclination  to  make  a  reafonable  peace,  and  not  to 
avail  youi fives  of  every  little  advantage  for  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war.  We  mult  then  either  prevent  the 
opening  of  the  campaign,  by  the  conclufion  of  the  peace, 
or  immediately  prepare  to  treat  fword  in  hand  ;  the  firft  is 
infinitely  preferable  to  the  laft  ;  for  this  purpofe,  I  have  juft 
difpatched  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  her  Majefty's  laft 
fentimentS  upon  the  articles  which  ftill  remain  unfettled  at 

Utrecht, 
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Utrecht.  If  the  King  thinks  proper  to  concur  with  the 
Queen,  thefe  points,  and  thofe  which  have  already  be^n 
granted  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  France,  will  conftitute 
the  general  plan,  which  the  Queen  and  the  King  will 
jointly  offer  to  the  parties  interefted. 

If  the  allies  accept  this  plan,  the  general  peace  is  fecure  ; 
if  they  do  not  accept  it,  that  of  her  Majefty  will  be  fign- 
ed,  as  foon  as  your  Minifters  themfelves  defire.  I  can- 
not prevail  upon  myfelf  even  to  fuppofe  that  this  plan  can 
be  rejected,  fmce  it  contains  all  the  facility  her  Majefty  is 
able  to  give,  vd  fmce  in  this  cafe  fhe  would  be  obliged  to 
fpeak  to  her  Parliament  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  negociation 
as  uncertain.  You  fee,  Sir,  what  advantage-  that  would 
give  to  the  ill-difpofed  every  where,  what  embarraffment 
it  would  occafion  here,  and  what  diforder  in  the  reft  of 
Europe. 

You  will  now  have  the  whole  plan  of  the  peace  before 
you ;  you  need  fear  no  ulterior  demands  ;  and  the  King 
may  in  one  moment  fmifh  what  would  take  months,  not 
to  fay  years,  to  regulate  at  the  Congrefs. 

Our  Parliament  will  not  meet  till  the  3d  of  next  month, 
O.S.  fo  that  we  have  time  enough  to  receive  your  an- 
fwers,  and  to  take  our  meafures  which  depend  upon  your 
refolves,  for  the  Queen  is  enabled  to  give  whatever  turn 
fhe  wiihes  to  our  affairs. 

Probably  all  your  advices  do  not  agree  with  what  I 
have  the  honour  to  Rate,  yet  I  believe  I  am  fufticicntly  in- 
formed of  what  paiTes  here,  to  be  able  to  anfwer  to  you 
for  the  conduct  of  our  Court,  and  the  temper  of  our  peo- 
ple. But  it  is  certain  i  write  to  you  naturally  what  I 
know,  and  what  I  think  ;  I  have  never  deceived  you,  and 
1  never  will  deceive  you,  and  no  one  is  more  than  I 
am,  Sec. 

BOLINGBROKE. 

The  Queen's  Plenipotentiaries  inform  me  that  they 
have  begun  to  fpeak  of  the  intereft  of  the  Duke  of  St. 
Pierre,  and  hope  to  be  of  fervice  to  him. 

Note.     (Page  466.) 

[Js  this  Mcm'.r'ml  iua<:  drawn  up  in  purf nance  of,  and 
cwtains,  the  £tt/n7  orders  and  in/Jrutli'.ns,  font  to  the 
Dukt  of  Shrewjhuryby  Lord Bo/in^broh,  the  \"]th  and  \§th 

February ) 
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Fdruary,  and  is  befides  nearly  a  tranjcript  of  them,  a  trans- 
lation of  it  was  jud/ed  unnectjfa; 

Note.     (Page  470.) 

Memorial  of  the  Marquis    de  Torcyy  concerning  the  bona 
immobilia. 

IT  is  common  in  treaties,  even  in  the  capitulations  of 
towns,  to  fuffer  the  inhabitants  of  thole  places,  which 
change  matters,  to  depart,  to  tranfport  elfewhere  their 
effects,  to  difpofe  of  their  goods,  and  to  fell  them,  whether 
movable  or  immovable ;  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
King  and  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  having  for  its 
principal  object  the  eftablilhment  of  a  perfect  union  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  ought  not  to  contain,  with  refpect 
to  the  French,  any  claufes  more  rigorous  that  thofe  of  or- 
dinary treaties. 

A  delire,  however,  has  manifeited  itfelf,  of  debarring 
the  inhabitants  of  places  which  the  King  gives  up  to 
England  the  fame  liberty  as  is  granted  in  ail  treaties,  and 
of  which  a  particular  inftance  occurs  in'  the  nth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Breda.  The  King  of  England,  Charles 
II,  when  he  ceded  Acadia  to  France,  referved,  for  fuch 
inhabitants  of  the  country  as  wifhed  to  depart,  the  entire 
liberty  of  felling  and  difpofmg  of,  as  they  pleafed,  all  their 
goods,  movable  and  immovable,  and  generally  of  all  their 
effects.  The  King  requires  nothing  more  at  this  day 
than  what  was  done  in  1667,  with  regard  to  England  i 
and  his  Majefty's  propofal  is  fo  much  the  more  jufl,  as 
it  appears  inequitable  for  either  the  King  or  the  Queen  of 
Great  Britain  to  interfere  with  the  fubltance  of  indivi- 
duals, and  to  deprive  any  perfon,  without  caufe,  of  his 
lawful  pofleilions.  This  truth  is  fo  evident,  that  the  Ple- 
nipotentiaries of  Great  Britain  at  Utrecht  always  make  a 
diftinction  between  places  that  ihould  be  ceded  and  thofe 
that  fhould  be  reftorcd  by  France ;  they  comprifed  the 
ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher  and  Acadia  under  the  name  of 
places  ceded,  and  for  this  reafon  they  allowed  to  the  French 
fettled  in  both  the  liberty  to  fell  their  immovables.  The 
Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain  refufed  this  liberty  in 
places  reftored,  that  is  to  fay,  in  Hudfon's  Bay  and  the 
ifland  of  Newfoundland. 

The  King  contented  to  give  to  CommifTaries,   to  be- 
named  after   the  peace,  authority  to  give  pofleffion  to  the 

Engliih 
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Englifh  who  fhould  prove  they  were  proprietors,  or  the 
heirs  of  proprietors,  of  effe&s  in  Hudfon's  Bay.  As  to 
thofe  in  Newfoundland,  his  Majefty  inlifted  that  the  town 
of  Placentia,  having  been  built  by  the  French,  the  houfes 
in  that  town,  and  the  new-cleared  lands  round  about  it, 
were  immovables,  which  had  never  belonged  to  the  Eng- 
lifii,  confequently  the  inhabitants  ought  to  have  the  entire 
liberty  of  difpofmg  of  them.  This  power,  referved  in  all 
treaties,  does  no  prejudice  to  the  fovereignty  of  the 
Princes  to  whom  the  places  are  ceded,  it  only  fecures  the 
intereft  of  the  individuals  ;  and  as  it  is  but  juft  to  give 
thofe,  who  have  done  no  harm,  the  free  difpofal  of  their 
effects,  the  King,  convinced  of  her  Britannic  ?vlajefty's 
equitable  intentions,  fubmits  this  queftion  to  the  Queen's 
.decifion.  His  Majefty,  however,  will  not  permit  fuch  a 
difficulty  to  retard  the  conclufion  of  the  peace ;  he  orders 
his  Plenipotentiaries  to  fign  it,  and  to  let  article  14  remain 
as  drawn  up  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain,  rec- 
koning, that  if  the  Queen  wifhes  to  alter  it,  and  to  have 
it  drawn  agreeable  to  the  nth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Bre- 
da, the  alteration  will  be  made  before  the  treaty  is  rati- 
fied. 

Article  11,  of  the  treaty  of  Breda. 

If  fomc  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  called  Acadia 
prefer  being,  in  future,  fubjetr.  to  the  King  of  England, 
they  (hall  have  the  liberty  to  depart  during  the  fpace  of  a 
year,  computed  from  the  day  on  which  that  country  fhall 
be  given  up,  and  to  fell,  alienate  their  funds,  lands,  flaves, 
and,  in  general,  all  their  goods,  movable  and  immovable, 
or  to  difpofe  of  them  otherwife,  at  their  own  discretion ; 
and  thofe  who  fhall  have  contracted  with  them,  fhall  be 
held  and  bound  by  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  to  accom- 
plifh  and  execute  their  agreements :  that  if  they  like  bet- 
ter to  carry  away  with  them  their  ready  money,  movables, 
utenfils,  and  Haves,  and,  in  general,  all  their  movable  ef- 
fects, they  have  full  power  fo  to  do. 


Note.     (Page  472.) 

cncral  having  demar 
..ging  to  Iprcs,  the  \) 
purfuant  to  the  Queen's  orders,  and  the  Marquis  deTorcy, 
iri  obedience  to  thofe  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  agree 


THE  States-General  having  demanded  Poperingue and 
Baillcul,  as  belonging  to  lprcs,  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury, 


that 
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that  Bailleul  remain  to  France,  and  that  Poperingue  be 
given  up  in  favour  of  the  Dutch. 

Note.     (Page  482.) 

HAVING  laboured  daily  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
France,  to  draw  up  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween his  Mod  Chriftian  M2Jefty  and  his  Royal  High- 
nefs, we  have  met  with  effential  difficulties  from  them, 
which  we  did  not  expect,  and  had  no  reafon  fo  to  do. 

Firff,  They  refufe  to  infert  in  the  treaty,  that  his  Royal 
Highnefs  may  take  poffeflion  of  Vigevinafco,  in  cafe,  be- 
tween this  time  and  the  peace,  his  Imperial  Majelty  d 
not  give  his  Royal  Highnefs  aitual  pufleflion  of  the  equi- 
valent. 

Secondly,  They  conftantly  refufe  to  acknowledge  x 
right  of  the   Houfe  of  Savoy,    immediately  after  that  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auffria,  to  the  fuccefllon  to  thofe  dominions 
of  the   Spanifli   monarchy,  which  will  fall,  by  the  peace, 
to  the  fhare  of  the  Emperor. 

Thirdly,  They  infift,  with  perfeverance,  that  his  Royal 
Highnefs  cannot  fortify  in  the  valiies  and  places  which 
the  Moft  Chriftian  King  offers  to  give  in  exchange  for 
Barcelonette,  which  the  King  demands  ;  and  that  his  R 
Highnefs  (hall  be  fuflfered  to  fortify  only  Exilles  and  re- 
neltrellcs,  and  the  valley  of  Pragelas. 

With  refpedt  to  the  firft  point,  that  from  repeated  afTur- 
ances  from  her  Majefty's  goodnefs  to  his  Royal  Highnefs % 
and  from  the  manner  in  which  her  Majefty  always  ex- 
plained herfelf  to  Franc?,  the  ceffions  intended  by  the 
treaty  of  1703,  between  his  Imperial  Majefty  and  his  Rov*l 
Highnefs,  ought,  at  the  peace,  to  be  carried  into  full  and 
entire  effect,  as  is  evident  from  the  treaty  of  alliance  be- 
tween the  Queen  and  his  Roval  Highnefs :  you  know 
it  has  been,  and  is  now,  folely  dependent  on  the  Emperop 
to  grant  the  equivalent  for  Vigevinafco,  in  a  manner  very 
advantageous  to  him,  by  accepting  the  propofal  of  the 
Marquifate  of  Final,  and  giving  it  up  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefs. 

You  eafily  underftand,  that  the  ceffions  implied  in  the 
treaty  of  1703  would  not  have  their  full  and  entire  ef- 
fect at  the  peace,  if  that,  after  the  period  between  this 
time  and  the  peace,  the  Emperor  mould  have  refufed  all 
the  propofals,  fo  advantageous  to  him,  to  procure  an  equi- 
valent, he  lhould  not  be  bound  to  give  up  even  Vigevi- 

njfco  j 
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nafco ;  and  his  Royal  Highnefs  being  again  fent  in  fearch 
of  an  equivalent  undefined,  would  not  fucceed  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  treaty  within  the  time  prefcribed  by  the 
treaty  itfelf,  and  the  Court  of  Vienna  would  compafs 
their  object,  the  peace,  without  executing  the  treaty. 

Upon  the  fecond  point,  you  will  have  the  goodnefs, 
my  Lord,  to  Call  to  mind,  that  the  fucceflion  of  the  Houfe 
of  Savoy,  immediately  after  that  of  Auftria,  to  the  ftates 
of  the  Spanifh  monarchy,  which,  by  the  approaching 
peace,  will  remain  with  the  Emperor,  has  always  been 
confidered  by  the  Queen  as  the  moft  efTential  point,  in 
juftice  due  to  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  his  Royal 
Highnefs  and  her  Majefty,  and  to  the  precautions  necef- 
fary  to  perpetuate  the  peace  and  the  balance  of  Europe; 
fo  lilcewife  in  her  treaty,  her  Majefty  has  judged  it  proper, 
of  her  own  accord,  to  infift,  and  in  the  courfe  of  this 
negociation  has  had  the  goodnefs  to  allure  his  Royal  iiigh- 
nels,  through  us,  that  in  the  treaties  of  peace  this  right 
of  fucceflion  fhould  be  fupported  and  acknowledged. 

It  is  in  confequence  of  thefe  fentiments  and  affurances 
of  the  Queen,  that  I,  Count  Mellerede,  among  the  points 
which  1  had  the  honour  to  fend  you,  my  Lord,  and  in  the 
article  of  guaranty,  in  which,  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  the 
Moft  Chriftian  King  was  to  join  with  her  Majefty,  re- 
marked the  guaranty  for  the  right  of  fucceflion,  and  the 
demand  appeared  reafonable  to  the  Lords  of  the  Council. 

The  Plenipotentiaries  of  France  fay  they  cannot  ac- 
knowledge the  will  of  Philip  IV,  which  is  contrary  t», 
and  deftructive  of,  that  of  Charles  II.  This  difficulty 
is  immediately  removed  by  the  offer  we  make,  to  be  fatif- 
fied,  if,  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  no  mention  be  made  of  the 
faid  will  of  Philip  IV  ;  but  that  it  be  only  exprefled,  that 
the  Houfe  of  Savoy  fhall  fucceed  immediately  after  that  of 
Auftria. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  third  point,  it  is  a  fact,  that 
when  the  Moft  Chriftian  King  propofed  to  the  Duke  of 
Shrewfbury,  and  afterwards  to  us  here,  the  exchange  of 
the  valley  of  Barcelonettc,  he  made  the  proportion  with- 
out any  burdenfome  reftnetion  or  condition,  as  you  know, 
my  Lord,  as  well  as  we ;  to  impofe,  then,  fuch  a  condi- 
tion, would  be  fomcthing  new,  and  circumscribing  the  na- 
tural rules  of  fovcrcign  power,  in  a  manner  improper  in 
a  country  the  fovereignty  of  which  Is  ceded,  and  efpecially 
5  '  when 
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when  the  diftri&s  demanJed  in  exchange  are  fuperior   in 
revenue,  and  have  no  limited  power. 

Add  to  this,  we  beg  of  you  to  obferve,  that  the  va!' 
demanded  by  his  Royal  Highncfs  are  thofe  which  the  Queen 
judges  neccflary,  as  in  fail  they  are,  for  that  fecurity  of 
Piedmont  which  the  Moft  Chriftian  King  has  pronifed  to 
her  Majefty,  and  her  Majefty  to  his  Royal  Highnefs : 
now  the  moft  eflential  point  ofVecurity,  efpeciall  towards 
a  fuperior  power,  confifts  in  the  ability  to  fortify  as  occa- 
fion  requires,  and  confequently  we  cannot  poffefs  that  fe- 
curity,  if  fo  eflential  a  point  is  not  granted,  and  tfpcc: 
as  the  Alps  feparate  thcfe  vallies  from  France.  Fortirica- 
tions  only  neceflary  for  defenc  ,  can  never  ferve  for  of- 
fence, and  cannot  give  any  juft  caufe  for  alarm. 
Royal  Highnefs  can  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  Qut-- 
goodnefs  and  juftice,  and  of  her  effectual  fupport  in 
points  fo  eflential ;  on  this  account,  we  humbly  entreat  her 
Majefty  to  have  the  goodnefs  to  fend  her  orders  to  the 
Duke  of  Shrewsbury  at  Paris,  and  to  her  Plenipotentiaries 
here,  that  the  articles  in  the  tieaty  of  peace  between  the 
Moft  Chriftian  King  and  his  Royal  Highnefs,  upon  the 
above  points,  may,  without  farther  difficulty,  be  allowed 
by  the  Court  of  France,  purfuant  to  her  Majefty's  juft 
fentiments  and  intentions. 

This  evening,  or  to-morrow,  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
France  difpatch  a  meflenger  to  their  Court,  with  the 
draught  of  our  intended  treaty,  and  it  would  be  of  ufc  if 
the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  could  receive  his  orders,  and  ex- 
ecute them  before  the  French  meflenger  is  upon  his  re- 
turn ;  and  the  more  fo,  as  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  France 
have  declared  that  the  King  muft  fpeak  to  the  Duke  of 
Shrewfbury  upon  thefe  points,  before  they  were  decided. 
Wc  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Count  Maffei. 
Mellarade. 

Fr$m  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  49 7 .) 

Vcrfailles,  March  8th.  1713. 
YOU  will  fee,  Sir,  by  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury's 
letters,  that  the  King  did  not  wifh  to  take  farther  advan- 
tage of  the  excellent  difpofitions  made  for  the  campaign, 
than  to  prevent  the  opening  of  it,  and  to  conclude  the 
peace  now,  rather  than  wait  to  treat  fword  in  hand. 
Vol.  III.  R  r  His 
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His  Majcfty  has  conformed  to  all  the  Queen's  wifheJ, 
fo  that  t!ie  plan  of  the  general  peace,  and  that  of  the  fepa- 
rate  peace,  beiny;  equally  adjufted,  nothing  prevents  either, 
being  figned  at  Utrecht  without  delay,  as  you  remark  to 
me. 

Her  Britannic  Majefty  may  confequentlv  inform  her 
Parliament  of  the  refult  of  her  labours  for  the  repofe  of 
Europe,  and  force  the  evii-minded  to  be  filent.  We  have 
no  doubt  here  of  her  having  them  abfolutely  within  her 
power,  and  I  aflure  you,  my  Lord,  there  is  nothing  in 
higher  credit  with  us,  than  your  communications  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  the  two  nations.  You  have  been  too 
fuccefsful  in  gaining  our  implicit  faith,  for  us  ever  to  har- 
bour a  diftruft  of  what  comes  from  you,  and  if  you  ever 
were  inclined  to  deceive  us,  you  might  have  long  enjoyed 
that  pleaiure,  before  we  fhould  have  fufpedted  you  in  the 
flighted  degiee:  I  am,  in. truth,  far  from  fuch  ideas,  and 
1  require  of  you  once  more,  on  this  occafion  of  the 
peace,  which  I  confider  as  concluded,  the  continuance  of 
the  fame  confidence,  and  of  the  fame  proofs  of  your  friend- 
ship, with  which  you  have  hitherto  honoured  me. 

I  am  perfuaded  her  Majefty  will  be  contented  with  the 
King's  general  alTent  to  every  thing  the  demanded,  but 
thofe  unfortunate  individuals,  who  have  effects  in  the 
places  c:ded  or  reftored,  will  fcarce  be  fo  with  the  law 
you  fubjcft  them  to  by  Article  14,  if  her  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty, when  informed  of  the  general  claufes  in  treaties,  does 
not,  according  to  her  known  equity,  decide  upon  this  point; 
as  much  is  expected  from  her  juftice. 

1  refer  to  what  I  had  the  honour  to  fay  upon  this  fub- 
jecl:  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury,  and  to  what  he  writes 
upon  it;  and  I  hope  that  a  treaty  which  is  to  conftitute 
the  happincfs  of  the  two  nations,  the  direction  andconclu- 
fion  of  wnich  are  attributable  to  your  care,  will  not  con- 
tain the  leaft  appearance  of  irijuftice. 

My  Lord,  I  have  a  lively  bntc  of  the  attention  you 
fhow  t<>  ihe  intereftof  the  Duke  de  St.  Pierre,  and  1  aflure 
you,  1  want  no  additional  motives  to  ftrengthen  my  at- 
tachment to  you. 

I  am,  &c. 

J)l  Torcv. 


2# 
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1o  the  Marquis  cU  Torcy.     (Page  500.) 

Whitehall,  March  23d,  O.S.   1712-1?. 

I  MUST  avail  myfelf  of  this  opportunity,  Sir,  to  aiTure 
you  of  my  very  humble  refpects,  and  to  tell  that  my  let- 
ters from  Utrecht  of  the  20th,  21ft,  and  25th,  have  al- 
moft  driven  me  to  defperation ;  thofe  of  the  28th  have  af- 
forded me  a  trifle  of  confolation,  as  I  learn  from  them  that 
the  general  peace  will  be  made  at  the  fame  time ;  the  con- 
ditions which  Count  Sinzendorf  lemands,  before  he  figns 
for  the  Emperor,  being  of  a  nature  not  to  retard  the  ne- 
gotiation. 

The  Duke  d'Aumont  has  been  informed,  from  time  to 
time,  or  the  pretences  made  ufe  of,  from  one  day  to  ano- 
ther, to  prevent  the  figning  the  treaties  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  ;  he  likewise  knows  the  anfwers  I  re- 
turned, and  the  pofitive  and  repeated  orders  I  fent  fey  the 
Queen's  orders ;  (o  that  I  need  not  detail  them,  as  they 
muft  be  already  known  to  you. 

The  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  will  communicate  to  you  the 
orders  the  Queen  has  given,  and  of  which  fhe  will  en- 
force the  obfervance,  refpe&ing  the  bona  immobilia  of  the 
King's  fubjetls.  His  Majefty  fhall  be  fully  fatisfied  upon 
this  head,  and  the  Queen  will  have  much  pleafure  in  tak- 
ing this  new  occaiion  of  fhowing  how  much  (he  has  at 
hear  the  inten -ft  of  France.  She  doubts  not  the  Kin? 
will,  on  his  fide,  have  an  eye  of  compaffion  towards  thofe 
miferable  beings  who  are  now  fuffering  in  the  galleys ; 
fuch  a  deed  would  be  worthy  of  his  great  foul,  worthy  of 
his  piety ;  it  would  be  the  mod  efTential  proof  that  his 
Majefty  can  give  of  his  con:  deration  for  her,  and  will  fi- 
lence  thofe  vile  declaimers  who  endeavour  to  blacken  the 
wo  k  of  the  peace,  and  the  characters  of  all  thofe  who 
have  had  any  (hare  in  it     1  am,  &c. 

B. 
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DA      Bolingbroke,  Henry  Saint- 
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